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W. E. AYTOUN.
W. B. Aytoun is a niomber of the Scottish

bar, though wc bolievo that the briefà which
hie bas perusod, and the foes which have
Iltiekled his palm," have been sparse as the
visits of angels. Addicted, from his Ilgreen
and salad days," to wvhat Crook-in-the-Lot
Boston termed Ilthe vain and unprofitablo
art of verseý-making," hoe, at an oarly period,
adopted literature as a prof2ssion, and, when
hardly out of his teens, becamo a succcssful
contributor te Taites Edinburgb Magazine
and other poriodicals of repute.

flecoming the son-in-law of the glorieus
.and ixamiortal Cluristopher North, Aytoun
was admitted into the ranks of the brother-
hood who rcplcnished the pages cf l3lack-
wood, and, aftor ancient Kit was gathored
to the tomb cf bis fathers, hie succceded te
the curatorship of that famou.s serial.

IVe cxhaust our siendor stock of biogra-
phical information rcgarding our author
whcen we state, that hoe now enjoys the status
and stipend of Professer of Belles-lettres in
the University of Edinburgh, a position
which ha fille with credit te himself and pro.
fit to his disciples. Thougli fot prefound,
his prelection8 are characterised by correct
taste and round criticism, and, like bis dis-
t.unguished "llegal sire," ho invests them
wiuth an interest which nover fails. te arrest
tho attention.

It iras in Taites periodical, above referred.
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te, that Aytoun first deonstratcd bis clainx,
te oitizonship cf the Republie of~ Letters, by
the production cf tho "lBallade of Bon
Gaultier."

These lyrice censiet niainly cf parodies of*
poets and rhymeters cf the present, century, .
and are markcd by much of the qunint and'
caustie humour which charactorised the
Il<Rcjectcd Addrosses," and Canning's me-
trical contributions te the IlAutiJacobin."

As "lBon Gaultier3, ie beliovo, has not
as yet been rcprinted *on this continent, a
fcw epecimens thereof mnny- ho acceptable te.
many cf our readors.

There is infinite fun in the following de.
ecription cf a "Iscene in the- cire"' at-
AstlcyT's Amphitheatro, supposedto bo-fromi
the pcn cf Alfred Tennyson. Iii Woolfôrd-
inez, Widdicombinez, and Gbmersalez,. the
initiated 'will have ne dilfiéulty iii recegniz-
ing thrce we]1-known "-a-ds! perferm-r
crs *

FIlE COURTSIIIP 0F OUR CIP:.

lyhat a pang cf Sweet emeotion
ThriIled the Master cf the Ring,

Whea hoe tiret beheld the lady,
Through the stabled portai spring !

Midway in bis wild grimacîng
Stopped the piebald-visaged Clown.;;

And the thunders cf the audience.
Nearly breught t.he gallery down.

Donna Inez Woolfordinez!
Sair ye ever such a maid,

With the feathers swaling e'er bier,
.*And'ber spangled rich brocade ?


