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rank and file. 'We willnow enquire into the
atrength of the force that lay encamped at
Stony Creck, under Generals Chandler and
Winder.

‘When General Dearborn first determined
on the pursuit of General Vincent, he had
dispatched General Winder with a singic
brigade. 'This officer, in the progress of his
march, was not long in discovering that the
enemy's force would require greater odds to
overcome, and he accordingly decided on
awaiting, at Forty-mile Creek, the arrival of
such reinforcements as, on arepresentation of
the circumstances of the case, the general
might think proper to send to hisaid. On
the 8rd Juue, Brigadier General Chandler
brought up a second brigad-, thus accounting
for the two brigades we have already men-
tioned. We will now pause to examine into
the numerical strength of these two bodies.

They consisted, according to James (whos
however, confesses that the only assistance he
could procure from the American accounts
was the name of the regiments and corps), of
the 5th, 13th, 14th, 16th, 22d, and 23d regi-
ments of infantry, divided into two brigades.
The strength of these brigades, if we take the
lowest returns in an American work, was
fourteen hundred and fifty each. Admitting
that only half the artillery force from Fort
George was despatched, that would give four
hundred more, (and this calculation is not un-
likely, when we remember that General Win-
der had sent for reinforcements, on the plea
of his wealkness.) Col. Burns’ cavalry force was
ascertained to be two hundred and fifty. We
have now two brigades of fourtecen hundred
and fifty each, with artillery and the cavalry,
making in all, thirty-four hundred and fifty.
Armstrong, in noticing Winder's pursuit,
speaks of, first, one brigade eight hundred
strong, and then mentions the second, but
without condescending to numbers, or taking
notice of the artillery or cavalry ; even this,
allowing the strength of the second brigade to
have equalled the first, would give, including
the cavalry and artillery, twenty-two hundred
men. Ingersol states the force at thirteen
hundred, but in such a confused manner as to
render it difficult to determine whether the
thirteen hundred men mentioned formed the
whole body, or only the whole of Chandler’s
reinforcement. Be it as it may, there is every

ground for assuming, even from these state-
ments, imperfect as they are, that the Ameri-
can force cncamped at Stony Creck, on the
night of the 5th June, was not less than
twenty-two hundred to twenty-five hundred
strong,

To return, however, to the attack which
was led by Colonel Harvey in person. The
first thing accomplished was the surprise and
capture of every man of the American pickets,
without giving the slightest alarm to the main
body. This effected, the centre of the en-
campment was attacked. We prefer, how-
ever, giving General Vincent’s official account,
as it is modestly written, although differing
somewhat from Ingersol’s account, which un-
blushingly states —*The encampment was
confounded by a surprise, which, neverthe-
less, the officers beat off, all behaving well,
and many of the young officers displaying an
ardor which only wanted occasion and good
commanders.” Armstrong, on this subject,
writes: “But little more mismanagement was
now wanting, to make the campaign of 1818,
as much a subject of ridicule at home, and
contempt abroad, as that of the preceding
year, on the 6th of June, the day on which
Burns was flying when none pursucd, an order
was reccived from the commander-in-chicf,
recalling, without loss of time, the whole
army to Fort George, and virtually abandon-
ing all the oijects of the campaign; nor was
cven this illjudged movement executed, with-
out a disorder which entailed upon it the loss
of twelve boats, principally laden with the
baggage of the army.” The Burns here men-
tioned is the officer on whom devolved the
command of the American army after the eap-
ture of the two Generals, Winder and Chandler,

Is it probable that the Sccretary at War
would have expressed himself in such strong
terms of condemnation had the * surprise” at
Stony Creck been as trifling as Ingersol repre~
sents? To return, however, to Gen. Vincent's
official account :—

Burlington-heights, head of Lake Ontario,
June 6th, 1813.
Sir,—THaving yesterday received informa-
tion of the enemy having advanced from the
Forty-mile Creek, witha force consisting of
8500, cight or nine field-picces, and 250 caval-
ry, for the avowed purpode of attacking the
division under my command in this position,
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