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A written Constitution, being the fundamental Iaw of the goverlnient,
oughit to contain explicit evidence of the Christian character and- purpdse
of thse namtion, and explicit, provisions against the adoption, by lier public
soirvunrs, of ant irrelious or an unchristian policy. The silélnce of the
Amnericani Constitution in this respect, and the fact that this silence is
used as an ar,,urient against all that is Christian in the iiatioinal hife,
show the niece!ssity for such an aznndmient as will indicate that tlîis is
a Chiristian nation, and will place ail the Christian laws, institutions and
usages of the governnsent on an undeniable legal basis in the naitiotn's
fundlamiejtal Iaw.')

"lThere are inauy persous who slsrink froni thse abyss of national atîseisiin,
wlio sec iio reasonaf wbiy nations or their goveruinsts Bhould be, in ativ
dlistinctive sense, Christian. The acknowledgment of a Suprenie Beiig,
ait acknlowledgxaent i whichi Jew and Doist can unite, 'would satisly
thein. -h whole ChrT( istian doctrine concerning Jesus Christ, and bis
work as the Redeenser of tise World, they conceive to belong to the reabiis
o f individual Christian experience,-a body of facts and priisciples with
which civil Society lias notlaing to, do.

Tliere are three reasons which forbid this conclusion:
1. Nations are beniefitted by the truth xvhich. Christ, as Mediator-

*ljetweea God and nien, bas revealed. Ail the knowledge of Godl ai-d bis
law whieli distinguishes Christian froin Pagan nations, whicbi is iincorpo-
ruted inito our nmoral code and ernbodied i our statutes, coies te thc
wvorld tbrough Christ. Civilized nations walk iii tbe liglit of* whichliHe
is thse source, whether they acknowledge tbe fact or ilot. Thse miission
and 'work of Christ, therefore, axe not, and cannot, be, inatter of» iiidifler- J
ence to thlii.

2. National sins are forgiven, and tbe Divine clemency and forbear-
ance are exercised towards nations, only througlh Jesus Chribt. We (Io

* fot Say that there is any suchi fortnal expiation made by the ltedeeiiser
* of the world for national as for iindivîdual tranisgressions. But n c unai,

what wec think no Christian niais wilt dispute, tisat forgiveiiess of ii
takes lilace undor the governiment of God only in connection Nwitls the

* work oiChrist. Sinfuln mn, inalltheirirelationýs, asindividuatls, fiuniilies,
churcbtes, untions, are encouraged te pray and hope for pardon only
through the niecliatoriai work of Jesus Christ. As nations have siins te
eenf*is, and are exposed to, (od's judgnients usilessa they obtaini pardon,
thse work of Christ cannot be a miatter of indifference to thei.

* 3. Thenmoral governinient of thse world bas lieen placed in thse lands
k f thie Lord Jesus Christ, and nations as moral persons are },oinid to

<subînit theinselves te Ilita. This is an inevitable is'.frence front the P
urniforiin teacliings of tihe Word of God concerning thse absolute univer-
sality of the Redeemier'a aut.hority. He Hiniself declares, ",Ail power
is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." Paul declares that (.od hathi
"lput ail things unider His feet, and gave Hirm to, ho head over ail tig
to tu elittrchY In these -words bis spiritual kingdoui the elhurcbl, iks
clearly diistinigui8lhed frein tisat wider kingdont whîich ho goveriis in thq,
interes4t and for thse good of his people. Atsd iii both these passages I
autbority spoken of is not the essential dominion which, belongs te I
zs tihe ,,ioii of God, but thse delegated authority -whicb. iz conferred uP'6ôn"


