NOTES ON CURRENT LITERATURE.

Tur Frern or DISEASE, A BOOK OF PREVENTATIVE
MEDICINE, by BexsayMiy Waro Ricuarpsos, M.D.,
LL D., I.R.S., Fellow of the Royal College of Physi-
cions, and Honorary Physician to the Royal Literary
Fand. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co.;
(over eeven hundred pages in one octavo volume).
This was a most valuable contribution to the litern-
ture of preventative medicine, well caleulated toin-
terest both professional and non-professional readers.
As the autbor writes in his preface—** I have written
this work for those members of the intelligent read-
ing public who, without desiring to trench on the
province of the physician and surgeon, or to dabble in
the science and art of medical treatment of disease,
wish to know the leading fucts about the diseases of
the human family, their causes and prevention. Any
one, thereforn, who opens this work with the expeeta-
tion of finding in it receipts and nostrums will not
have that expeetation fulfilled, and will discover
reference to no remedies except such asare purely
preventative in character.” ‘The author treats the
‘* Field of Discase ”” under such heads as the follow-
ing: General Diseases Affecting Mankind; Local
Discases; Acequired Diseases, from physical agencies
and from mental agencies; Origins and Causes of
Discases ; and Practical Summary on Preventiuns of
Discase.
works on public health or sanitary science. There is
no other work in the language in which the informa-
tion given in this book can be found so systematieally,
conveniently and intelligibly arranged and presented
to the reader.

How 1o Draix A House: Practical information for
householders. By Grorgk B. WarixG, Jr., M. Inst.
C.E. New York: Menry Holt & Co. Pp. 222, with
twenty illustrations: price $1.25. We have already
briefly mentioned this excellent little book, but it is
worthy of a more extended notice. Colonel Waring
has given long and attentivo study to the subject of
house drainage, and as a result he has views of his
own upon the subject which will be found stated in
the present volume. Not that by any means the book
has been written merely to promulgate the author’s
own views; it is rather a guide in a field of unsettled
methods. The author holds that there has been un-
questionably a steady improvement in recent yearsin
deaiing with the diflicult problems of the disposal of
household wasto: each step, however imperfect in
itself, being better than the condition of things
which preceded it.  Such, indeed, have been the pro-
gress made and the success achieved as greatly to
strengthen the expectation [that an ideally porfect
srstem of house drainage may soon become an accom-
plished and accepted fact. The book abounds in
practical common-sense suggestions, and is certain to
provo valuable to all house-constructors and honse-
keepers who are seeking correct information upon the
subject. The preliminary remarks on house drainage
and health are very impressive and decisive, and tho
cxplanation of principles and the deseription of plans
and construction are full, clear and intelligible.

HarrER’S MaGazixe for November concludes the
seventy-first volume. It is an exceptionally good
number, richly illustrated. Tho frontispicce is a
masterly engraving by BrrysTtrOM of ““The Otter
Iunt,” one of Sir Edwin Landscer’s most character-
istic paintings. The number onens with 2 very in-
teresting articlo by Lucy C. Liniig, entitled * An
Indian Journey.” The article and its illustrations
faithfully and vividly reproduce the featurcs of &
New England autumn, and at the same time are re-
trospectively associated with the scenes of carly con-

It is quite a different bovk from the usual,

flicts with tho savages. Tho illustrations are from
drawings by Mr. and Mrs. R. Swaiy Girrorp. A
striking paper in the number is Dr. WHEATLEY'S
article on “ Tho New York Stock Exchange.” Itisa
thorough exposition of a mest remarkable institution,
and is superbly illustrated. While the article is not
» denunciatory sermon against the ovils of specula-
tion, it clearly shows that much more than one-half
of the brokerage business consists of fictitious sales.
Mg. Epwarp Hownaxp’s paper on ** The Familistere
at, Guise, France™ is a timely and important social
study, based upon M. Godin’s recent experiment of
associating his workmen with himself in such a way
that they are not only wage-earners but participants
in the profits of tho industry carried on by him at
Guise. The Hox. Joux Bigkrow contributes ** Some
Recollections of Lord Houghton.” Act IX. of **She
Staopsto Conquer * is concluded in this number, with
six illustrations by E. A. Assey. Miss WooLson's
“East Angels” and Mg, HowrLy's *‘ Indian Summer
are continued. There are two excellent short stories
—a humerous sketeh, entitled * The Singular Case of
Mr. Samuel Spoolin,” by F. ANSTEY (ruthor of ** Vice
Versa ”)—especially good—illustrated by REINHART:
and ** The Captain of 1he Ileather Bell,” by the late
HEeLEN Huxt Jacksoy. The poemsof the number are
exceedingly good. Mg. G. W, Curtis opens the Easy
Chair with an interesting study of the importance of
the individual as illustrated in history; and Mr.
WAaRNER opens the Drawer with a humerous delinea-
tion of some old and once familiar types of American
character, now rapidly disappearing. The publishers
anunounce that the December issue wi 1 be a brilliant
and attractive Christinas Number.

Ix Tue CRxTURY for October the space commonly
taken up with the War Series has been devoted to
articles and illustrations relating in a timely and im.-
portant way to the life and services of General Grant.
‘Fhere are 2 number of papers relating to the general,
abundantly illustrated. * Riverside Park,” where
his body lies, and a charming place, is the subject of
u paper by William A. Stiles, which is illustrated
with several drawings by Alfred Parsons and Harry
Fenn. Otherillustrated articlesofthe October number
are Licutenant Schwatka’s second and concluding
paper on his explorations in Alaska; Mrs. Lizzie W.
Champney’s deseription of ** The Haunts of Ameri-
can Artists,” profusely illustrated with pictures of
country studies ; and Mr. Howell’s * Tuscan Cities,”
illustrated with numerous etchings by Pennell. A
portrait by the late Samucl Bowles, the famous editor
of the Springfield Repullican, is the frontispiece of
the number. His carcer is described by George S.
Merriam, in a paper entitled “A Study of Inde-
pendent Journalism.”  Principal Grant, of the
Queen’s University, Kingston, Can., writes a timely
paper on ‘‘ The Canada Pacific Railway.” DBrander
Matthews contributes tho short story of the number,
which is called, ¢ Love at First Sight.” The subjects
discussed in *“Lopics of the Time arc *‘ North and
South,” * Prejudice and Progress,” and *‘Civic
Rivers.” In “Open Letters,” somo of the papers are
Mrs. E. 8. Willard’s account of lifo in * The Chilcat
Country,” Alagka, and * Police Reform*” by L. E.
Dudley. Therc aro some good poems, and altogether
tho number is an exceedingly good one.

St. Nicrornas for October is the twelfth and last
number of the current volume—tho last course—in
the feast of good things which the gonerous old
Saint has spread beforo his readors during the year.
And as wo usually reservo for our dessert somo
specinlly savory delicgeics, so in this number arq




