
OLD SPELIINGREID

the gigantic evil we complain of. Its disapear-
ance wvil help te prcvent this calamity.

«"9. I3eside adopting the beter and simpler way
yurself, we ask vu te uze yur influence iu its fav-
or iin pres as(>iatious, se as te lead te uniform-
ity in this advance nievement."

Thtis plea, in petition form, seeks signa-
tures of peopi of caracter, standing and in-
f luence, thruout thiis city. Obtainingc such
with mucli redines (but much trubl, too),
our ir'mepressibl Nestor' intends to select a
deputation f rom such siguers and invade
the sanctumns of Toronto editers and pub-
lishers. Wer they wvon over, Ontario at
least is ]ikely to folo. M.,ay victory percli
on their baner! Withi editers and teachers
working in Iiue, the next greneration shud
not only accept but demnand more.

NEWS-NO'ES AND COMENTS.
-WANTED: Ail in favor of simplified

speling te send adresses to H. R. B., 23'2 Irving
av., Chicago, Ill.

-"Thie Nature of Vowels" is a paper of
eight pages 1y E. W. Scripture, Yale University,
in the Ainerican -Journal of Science for April.
Lt is a study iu Experiniental (or machine) Fo-
netics. A gramiofone plate siowly retates se that
its curv traveis under a flue steel point whose
movemelits ar rnagnifled by a systern of levers
inaking a tracing on sînoked paper. Two main
conclusions ar reacht: (1) Air movernent in the
mouth is a free vibration, net a forced oee thus
agreeing witb WiIlis' original theory in 1830, as
against the overtone theory of Wheatstone. de-
veiopt by Helnmholts, and comonly receivd; and
(2) the vocal cords or bands, including thyroary-
tenoid m-usls and their liganientos edges, vibrate
by compresion, net the vibratory forin conh to
most mutsical instrunients. Cord inovemients ar
explosiv oppuings or puis; their motion rnay be
like that of a cushon struk by a biliard bail (first
sug.-ested by Ewvald).

-Uniform Germnan Or-thogrrafy is to be
bro't about. At any rate a couference of experts
sent by each Gerinan state is te meet iu Berlin
this surner for thait purpos. The King of Wuer-
ternburg is at botm of it. Uniform (or fixt) spel-
ing is indispensabl te a national literature (as we
thinki, pianks 14, 15). Gerinans get se far ahed
of us in maters sien tifle that ir, ieed be ne news if
they hav this acon-plishit while we yet rub our
sleepy eyes Rip Van Winkl fasion! Why this
serpent trail of slownes aud unprogresivnes ever
feund over evrything Etiglish?

-Referring to report on Variant Spel-
ings mentiond beo, Mr Blackrner rites from Oak
Park, Ill., "Yuir report is very valuabi, far ahied
of report ou twelv words by An. Nat'i Ed'l Aso'n.
1 trust Prof. March wil emibody it in the forth-
ceming nun-iber cf 'Speling.' That report shud
hav wide circulation in U. S. and Britan. Lt shud
stirup sp. reforniers there. No pupil in scool or
ont sluud be inarkt or 'piuekt' for speling a word
iu eitber of the ways therein indicated. If we
sho that a word is spelt in more than eue way
without change of pronuriciation. and without
'destroying' it as son-ue falsly dlaim, we hav es-
tabiisht a great principl. We want te break
down the 'sanctity' that clings te ritn words."

-I'iIispron unciation and Midi-Chas-
dem" is an articl of five pages by Agnes Grote
in the Westmninster lieview for March. Agues
tels us about "words the pronunciation of which
constitutes the hall-mark cf the clases. . . . Any
eue saying guri [garlj is beyond the pale-the
gateles barier dividing without hope cf apeal the

sheep f rom the goats." A book, for instance, be-
cornes barely readabi if 'a' insted of 'an' is put
bef ore 'hetel.' Ther is much of this 'society' non-
sens both as to orthoepy and vocabuiary, tho
Agiies '"refers flot te sily jargon afected by certn
of the smnart set, especialy the wud-be smart."
We mention ail this mereiy te raise the query
as te where to draw the line on this society pro-
nunciatien, and to ask wherein and how far or-
thoepists ar influenced by this, consiosiy or net
Like f asions, these ehanges ar not of natural evo-
lution, ixor put on anyrationai basis, but vary by
whirn and caprice. Yet they hav te be taken
iute acount.

-"1Minirn i (with its variant j)is the
worst and mest anomalos leter of the twenty-five.
Evry other leter is unbroken and self-containd
-i alone is in two parts, one of them a contemp-
tibl liti dot, a nuisance to founder and printer,
always flatning out or snaping off. It is no part
of the leter-ther is no dot to Greek i or Saxon i,
-but a diacritic of niedieval scribes. Erly typeg-
rafers, imitating handriting, adopted the super-
fluos dot, and we hav it stil." So rites and prints
R. C. Harding, of Wellington, New Zealand, in
the Practical Printer, a trade jurnai, Saint Louis,
Mio. THE HERALD mail rises riglit here to insist
that the tirne has corne when both i ai-d i shud
be wel diferentiated and retaind iu the alfabet.
From Roman i we wud then hav three forms (i,
i, j), as f rom Romnan v four (y, w, u, u) sprung,
and to each is asignd a perfectly definit fonetic
value.-Don't abolish i, diferentiate and retain.

-&ils it ei or ie in such a word?" is ofna
askt by the puzld speler. To anser it, Dr Will-
ard, a scolarly Chicagoan, has exaniind the 2600
to 3000 words involvd with exhaustiv care and
"4prescuted resuits in succinct, in telligibl mIles se
plain that he who runs may read." Get his pam-
flet (price, 15 cents) frorn the Ben Franklin Co.,
232 lrviiug av., Chicago, 111. Its titie is "'On the
Uise of the Digrafs El and LE."

VARIANT SPELINGS:
AN EDUCATIONAL GRIEVANCE.

When the Ontario Educational Asoc'n
met in April. 1900, we had something to
say (see p. 59) on the "O0utlook for Beter
Speling." It wastho't best to begin stiring
in the Public Scool section, as in public
scools so much time is givn to lerning to
read and spel, tho'this is kept up in clic-
tation, composition, and so on, even until
a university cours ends, and is flot mas-
terd then. In concluding, a grievance
was pointed out: that of variant spelings.
E. g., one pupil-candidate for promotion
is mnarkt down for leaving u out of honor,
while another before a difrent examiner
is mai-kt down for puting it in! The au-
tocratie examiner is guided by whim, hab-
it, prejudice or intolerance. This brings
the speling question "1within. the sfere of"
practicai education. When it cornes to a
question of marks yu can always couint on
Ontario teachers priking up ears and op-
ening sleepy eyes, so wel in hand ai' they
held by thei Minister of Educa'n. Glitering
generalities, tho bakt up by conclusiv ar-
guments, excite languid interest. Plainly
a sensitiv spot had been tucht. Acord-
ingly it wvas no great surprise to hav this
resolution past after the atentiv hearing

REVIZED


