OLD SPELING REVIZED
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the gigantic evil we complain of. Its disapear-
ance wil help to prevent this calamity.

“9. Beside adopting the beter and simpler way
yurself, we ask yu to uze yur influence in its fav-
or in pres asociations, so as to lead to uniform-
ity in this advance movement.”

This plea,in petition form, seeks signa-
tures of peopl of caracter, standing and in-
fluence, thruout this city. Obtaining such
with much redines (but much trubl, too),
our irrepressibl Nestor intends to select a
deputation from such signers and invade
the sanctumns of Toronto editers and pub-
lishers. Wer they won over, Ontario at
least is likely to folo. May victory perch
on their baner! With editers and teachers
working in line, the next generation shud
not only accept but demand more.

NEWS-NOTES AND COMENTS.

—WaxTED: All in favor of simplified
speling to send adresses to H. R. B., 232 Irving
av., Chicago, Ill.

—4“The Nature of Vowels” is a paper of
eight pages by E. W, Scripture, Yale University,
in the American Journal of Science for April.
It is a study in Experimental (or machine) Fo-
netics. A gramofone plate slowly rotates so that
its curv travels under a fine steel point whose
movewments ar magnified by a system of levers
making a tracing oun smoked paper. Two main
conclusions ar reacht: (1) Air movement in the
meouth is a free vibration, not a forced one, thus
agreeing with Willis’ original theory in 1830, as
against the overtone theory of Wheatstone. de-
velopt by Helmholts, and comonly receivd; and
(2) the vocal eords or bands, including thyroary-
tenoid musls and their ligamentos edges, vibrate
by compresion, not the vibratory form comon to
most musical instruinents. Cord movenients ar
explosiv openings or pufs; their motion may be
like that of a cushon struk by a biliard ball (first
sugcested by Ewald).

—Uniform German Orthografy is to be
bro’'t about. At any rate a conference of experts
sent by each German state is to meet in Berlin
this sumer for that purpos. The King of Wuer-
temburg is at botm of it. Uniform (or fixt) spel-
ing is indispensabl to a national literature (as we
think, planks 14, 15). Germans get so far ahed
of us in maters sientific that it need be nonews if
they hav this acomplisht while we yet rub our
sleepy eyes Rip Van Winkl fasion! Why this
serpent trail of slownes and unprogresivnes ever
found over evrything Euglish?

—Referring to report on Variant Spel-
ings mentiond belo, Mr Blackmer rites from Oak
Park, I11., *“Yur report is very valuabl, far ahed
of report on twelv words by Am. Nat’l EQd'l Aso'n.
I trust Prof. March wil embody it in the forth-
coming number of ‘Speling.’ That report shud
hav wide circulation in U. S. and Britan. It shud
stirup sp. reformers there. No pupil in scool or
out shud be markt or ‘pluekt’ for speling a word
in either of the ways therein indicated. If we
sho that a word is spelt in more than one way
without echange of pronunciation and without
‘destroying’ it as some falsly claim, we hav es-
tablisht a great principl. We want to break
down the ‘sanctity’ that clings to ritn words.”

—“Mispronunciation and Midl-Clas-
dom” is an articl of five pages by Agnes Grote
in the Westininster Review for March. Agnes
tels us about “words the pronunciation of which
constitutes the hall-mark of the clases. . . . Any
one saying gurl [gerl] is beyond the pale—the
gateles barier dividing without hope of apeal the

sheep from the goats.” A book, for instance, be-
comes barely readabl if ‘a’ insted of ‘an’ is put
before ‘hotel.” Ther is much of this ‘society’ non-
sens both as to orthoepy and vocabulary, tho
Agnes “refers not to sily jargon afected by certn
of the smart set, especialy the wud-be smart.”
We mention all this merely to raise the query
as to where to draw the line on this society pro-
nunciation, and to ask wherein and how far or-
thoepists ar influenced by this, consiosly or not
Like fasions, these changes ar not of natural evo-
lution, nor put on any rational basis, but vary by
whim and caprice. Yet they hav to be taken
into acount.

—“Mimim i (with 1ts variant j ) 1s the
worst and most anomalos leter of the twenty-five.
Evry other leter 18 unbroken and self-containd
—i alone 1s In two parts, one of them a contemp-
tibl 11tl dot, a nuisance to founder and printer,
always flatning out or snaping off. It Is no part
of the leter—ther 1s no dot to Greek 1 or Saxon 1,
—buta diacritic of medieval scribes. Erly typog-
rafers, imitating handriting, adopted the super-
fluos dot, and we hav 1t st1l.” So rites and prints
R. C. Harding. of Wellington, New Zealand, in
the Practical Printer, a trade jurnal, Saint Louis,
Mo. THE HERALD man rises right here to insist
that the time has come when both 1 and ishud
be wel diferentiated and retaind in the alfabet.
From Roman 1 we wud then hav three forms (1,
i, §), as from Roman v four (v, w, u, U) sprung,
and to each is asignd a perfectly definit fonetic
value.—Don’t abolish i, diferentiate and retain.

—]Is it ez or 7¢ in such a word?” is ofn
askt by the puzld speler. To anser it, Dr Will-
ard, a scolarly Chicagoan, has examind the 2600
to 3000 words involvd with exhaustiv care and
“presented results in succinet, intelligibl rules so
plain that he who runs may read.” Get his pam-
flet (price, 15 cents) from the Ben Franklin Co.,
232 lrving av., Chicago, I11. Its title is “On the
Use of the Digrafs EI and IE.”

VARIANT SPELINGS:
AN EDUCATIONAL GRIEVANCE.

‘When the Ontario Educational Asoc’n
met in April. 1900, we had something to
say (see p. 59) on the “Outlook for Beter
Speling.” It wastho’t best to begin stiring
in the Public Scool section, as in public
scools s0 much time is givn to lerning to
read and spel, tho'this is kept up in dic-
tation, composition, and so on, even until
a university cours ends, and is not mas-
terd then. In concluding, a grievance
was pointed out: that of variant spelings.
E. g., one pupil-candidate for promotion
is markt down for leaving u out of Aonor,
while another before a difrent examiner
is markt down for puting it in! The au-
tocratic examiner is guided by whim, hab-
it, prejudice or intolerance. This brings
the speling question “within the sfere of”
practical education. When it comes to a
question of marks yucan always count on
Ontario teachers priking up ears and op-
ening sleepy eyes, so wel in hand ar they
held by the Minister of Educa’n. Glitering
generalities, tho bakt up by conclusiv ar-
guments, excite languid interest. Plainly
a sensitiv spot had been tucht. Acord-
ingly it was no great surprise to hav this
resolution past after the atentiv hearing



