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JACOB BEFORE PHARAOH

June 15, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Ch. 46 : 8-34 gives an account of tho arrival of Jacob and his family in Egypt.
GOLDER TEXT—Al things work together fos good to them that love God.—Romans 8 : 28.
Memorize vs. 8-10. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 47 : 1-12. Study Genesis 46 : 28

to 47 : 12, 28-31.

1 Then Jo'seph I camo and told Phar'ach, and said,
My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their
herds, and all that they have, are como out of the land
of Ca’nean ; and, bebold, they are in the tand of Go’-

shon.

2 And the took some of his brethren, even five men.l-
and presented them unto Phar’aoh. {

3 And Phar'aoh said unto his brethren, What £s your,
occupation ? And they said unto Pharach, Thy ser-!
vauts are shepherds, both we, and 3also our fathers.

4 ¢ They said moreover unto Phar’soh, $ For to so-
Journ in the land are we come ; for § thy servants have.
no pasture for their flocks ; for the famine <s soro in the!
-land of Ca‘nean = now therefore, we pray theo, let thy
o Aod Pharach. spaks unts. Joscph, sssig, Th

nt 80 6 un o’seph, saying, Thy

father and thy brethren are come unto theey;

6 ‘Che land of E'gypt ts before thee ; in the best of,
the land make thy father and ? brothren to dwell ; ini
the land of Go’shen let them dwell : and if thou knowest!

Read Genesis, chs. 47-50.

any $men of activity among them, then mako them
rulers over my cattle.

.7 And Jo'seph brought in Ja’cob his father, and set
him before Phar'aoh ¢ and Ja’cob blessed Phar'ach.

8 And Phar’aoh said unto Ja’cob, How # old art thou ?

9 And Ja‘cob said unto Phar’ach, The days of the
years of my pilgrimsage are an hundred and thirty years:
fow and ovil have tho days of the years of my life been,
and 29 have not attained unto the dsys of the years of
the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.

10 And Ja’cob blessed Phar’ach, and went out from
1 before Phar’aoh.

11 And Jo’seph placed his father and his brethren,
and gavo them a possession in the land of E’gypt, in
tho best of the land, in the land of Ram’eses, as Phar'aoh
had commanded.

12 And Jo'scph nourished his father, and his breth-
_ren, and all his father’s household, with bread, accord-
ing to their families,

d Verslon—I went in ; 3from among his brethren he took five ; 3 Omit also ; ¢ And they said unto

Reviss
Pharaoh ; ¢ Omit For ; 8 there is no pasture for thy servants’ flocks ; 7 thy ; 8 able men among; * many are

of the years of thy lifo ; 3? they ; 1t the presenco of.

tho days

Dafly Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Secretary, 28 Old Bailey, London,
England.)~-M.—Joseph meets his father, Gen. 46 : 20-34. T.~Jacob before Pharaoh, Gen. 47 : 1-12. W.—

‘“*Comforted of God,” 2 Cor. 1:3-7. Th.—The deatk of Jacob, Gen. 49 : 28-33.

—A peaceful end, Ps. 37 :

27-40. S.—Numbering our days, Ps. 90 : 1-12. S.—Children’s duty to parents, Eph. 6: 1-10.
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. JoserH’s BroTH-
ERS BEFORE PHaR-
AOH —1, 2. Joseph..
told Pharaoh. Joseph
was too politic to tell
Pharaoh .hat ho had
actually promised  his
family a home in Go-
shen ; but mercly an-
nounced their arrivel
there, as if awaiting the
king's further pleasure.
Took . . brethren . .
five men. “Five,”
some havo thought bo-
cause tho wholo number
would have looked too
formidable ; others that
tho best looking wero

lected ; still othors,
that tho number *'fivo"
was specially important amongst the Egyptians,
like “seven' amongst the Jows. Presented them
unto Pharaoh. Itshowed no Littlo affection, as well
as courage, for Joscph thus to proclaim his own lowly
origin before the gossiping courtiers of Egypt.

8-6. What i3 your occupation ¢ A question (sco
ch. 46: 33) like *“‘How old art thou?" (sce v. §),
strictly according to Esstern custom. Shopherds ; s
clzss specisliy disliked and despised by the Egyptians
(soo ch. 46: 34). On ancient Egyptian monumcats,
shepherds aro pictured lamo or deformed. dirty and
unshaven, and somctimes most ridiculous in appear~
anco. Joscph's plan, in biddiog his brothers tell
Pharaoh their actual occupation, scems to have boen,

that tho Hebrews might bo kept from mingling with
the Egyptians, and 80 be the better prepared for leav-
ing Egypt when the time came. The best of the
land ; for purposes of pasture. Inscriptions of the
period twice represent the admission of pastoral
(sheep-breeding) tribes into Egypt. Rulers over my
cattle. Much attention was paid to cattle-breeding
in Egypt, and Pharaoh had large herds, which were
pastured in Goshen. The Egyptian contempt for
shepherds does not seem to have extendod to cattle
breeders. Tho office of tho king’s cattle superin-
tendents was one of high digaity.

II. JosepE’s FATHER BEFORE PHARAOH.—
7-10. Josoph brought in Jacob ; and so there stood
together, tho greatest monarch, the ables!, statesman
and the oldest saint of the timo. Set him before
Pharaoh ; tho plain shepherd, with simple manners,
**withered, limping, famine-driven,” beforo the ruler of
tho first nation of tho world in civilizstion, refinement
and culture. But Joscph was not asbamed,—he was
proud of his father. Jacob blesssd Pharaoh ;
instesd of bowing down beforo him.  Age and nesrncss
to tho end of lifo raisod him abovo oven the king. How
old art thou? Secs on v. 3. An hundred and
thirty. Abrabam had lived to be 175 and Isasc 180
(sce chs. 25: 73 35: 28). Few ; as compared with
his father and grandfather. Rvil; becauso of his
many trials, Pilgrimago. Jacob so describes bis
life, not only becauso of his many wanderings, but
chicfly bocauso he looked upon heaven, not carth, as
his homa {(soo Heb. 11: 9, 13). Earth wza but the
journcy homowards.

III. JosepR's FATHER AND BROTHERS IN
GOSHBEN.—11, 12. Bost of tho land ; “in a part of
the Delta which is still considered to have tho best



