
royal office.,, It is supposed that lie wrotewa th au (i Sam - .50). (* pce 3: d a8) gat

2hPsalm about this turne. David mssnan"l i e army Of Saul' S(Suh. 3: 38) "Ca

anairited again king over Israel (Ch 5: 3). l tain of the hast," that Wvasaus.Ihb-

aninteD vI ' RIGIN AT 11EBRON - r3 1 th-Ths naine signifies 'l<nan Of shame."

1h men. ofVD' JabseiIedJ sh. shei real naine wr's UEsh-ba'al (i Çhr. 8: 33;

GThead cty ofth des ai te orda Thel 9: 39)- le proved a weak and inactivekling.

fiat message Davdeceived herd adkn g Indeed ihe seis to have been littie better thair

wastesagre r Davi tre c ndes sen mad e a puppet in Abner's hands. (P. Tho mnson).

iximory of Saut by the vatiant men of Jabesh-o taha.Jordan." A. ad ciyaiGladea

Gitead (1 Sain. 31: 12, 13). Blessed bey Y6 Abne %vas jo rne to, Mae lm t thine

of the, Lord-Dtvid's first act as king was toAnr~a eeiildt ejeut h a

sead a message of thanks to the nmen that, of Saut on the throie, notwithstandi1g thre

shewed kindaess to Saut; assuring thera at the Lord had rejected Saut fromn being king over

saine tume that hie wroutd requite them, well for Isracl (i Sain. 15: 26; 13: 14). Xshbosheth

it, Their conduct dispiayed (i) gratitude was called af mian to, be king; David was catted

towaxds their benefactor; (2) Fideiity towards of God. The divine catis and appoilitilents in

their king; (3) Reverence towards God. 111e are supreme. The Ash'urites-Mem-

(Puipit Coin.) 7. Be ye valiant-Mer. of Jbers of thre tribe of Ashur in the northwesterfl

"valor" or Ilvirtue." 
4 hey had paid their I part of GaiCC: Jezreet vsi ir otrr

iast respects to Saut, 'and David desired to, win jpart, Ephraini in the mouiitaiii5 south of Gati-

thcmn over ta imsetf as Saul's successor. lee, and Benjamin, still further soutir on the

Anointed me king-The men af judah borders of Judair. (Petaubet). 10. Reigned

through their eiders anointed hlm king. It two years--Five yearsçwcre spent ini regaining

afforded thre men of Jabesh-Gilcad a favorable possesssiofl froin the Philistinems. 1l. Seven

opportuility for jaining David and acknowiedg- yearS and six months-the tine of David's

ing hlm as king. B. Ab'ner-Cousifl of1 reign at 17lebroii.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.
13y Rev. B. G. McBrTii, M.,&., Winnipeg, Man.

X. T/we evidett repose and serene trust of plans of God, rather tet us amid the uncertaili-

David in t/he Lord. This ;s evidenced by lis ties be batisfied ta cry "lkcep thou my feet, 1

wvaiting furtirer instructions before taking fur- do flot asir to sec tire distant scene--one step

tler action. This wvalting for orders %vould not cnough for me."

(humnanty speaking)banesthrg Events 3. T POe imotntti is to /ay our case

hiad been af tire most stirring kind in this nîan's be/are Cod and take aur instrzctions front h/rn.

l11e. HIe had long since been designated to a It is well to feet that we should consutt Gad

kingship. Obstacles lad been thrown con- about everytiring.

tinually la lis wvay. But now thec toast Seera- Owa ec v te ol~,

cd clear. Saut wvas dead. David had paured Oh, vhat necedves pitn we bea,

out his soul'la an elegy of niagnaimfous spirit AU because we do noli carry,

fors tire mighty wb.a lad fallen. XTet thre discip- Xcerthing ta GOd ln prayci.

line througir whicir lie had passed had taught

hlm not to anticip)ate and precede the purposes We att love to sec the picture of tire king in

of God, but to wvait patiently for hini. Serenîty later days who took a letter received froni

was bis frarne of rnind, "lniy turnes are la Thy another bing-a letter which perplexed hmn

irand " %vas bis song. So shoulti we at ail sorely, and spread it out, before God in the place

junctures la 111e trust la the Lord and wait of prayer and souglit his counsel. But we arc

patientty for hiin. 
too prone to seek the advice and counsel of

2. Gad reveais tepat/eway of ltfe's ditty to our fticnds and neiglibors on sucir things. Wc

us one step a a tinte, Hie does not open be- have s9ine perplexing probtern and immediate-

fore uis great stretches into the future, or place ly wve away to sec some frlend la whose judg-

above us the nuincrous steps of ascendiilg stair- mrent we say %ve have every confidence. This

ways. God mercifully veils tire future fron las is well la ils place. There are many wve be-

lest ils spiendor sirould dazzle us,- or its dari, lieve specialty fitteti by Gati ta, couasel others.

ncss appal us. But anc step at a tinie lie will But God's mcrcy-seat auglit to be tire first

0pen up the, way. This nthod af God's culti- place souglit. Wc should ascertalin bis wilt,

vates aur patience and tests as well as deveiops prayiflg that ire .may takze, away ail selfishners

Our faitin l hlm. Our part is ta, do well aur and wrong motive and preserve uis frorr being

present duty. TIc issue %vill neyer disappoiuit inftucnc±d by any consideratians other than

us in tire uttiatate. lie ses tire end froin tire thre irighcst. Davidi perhapa lad been advised

begianing. Let faitir anly be strorlg enorgir ta by bis followers ta, nake saine rnove ta. check

step out iato tire sceming vaid and straigirtway any actioni beingtakeabyIsirboshethand-Abner,

wve shail find the road beneatir aur feet. Ail but hie ivanteti to know %Y'hat Gad's wlll was in

history siuîce tire days af thre pilgrimi patriarch the niatter.

froin tire other sîde of tire flood who went out 4. If we seek ini t/te r/g/st spir/t God wil

not knaviîîg whither lie went, proves that. reveat' /ts wil ta its. We cannot tell la what

Uet us not be too ambitiaus ta discover the way ire wili do this la each case, buL we arc
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