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HAPPY NEW YEAR to all our readers!
As wo write 1898 wo remember that only two
years remain of the nineteenth century, and feel
with regret that we shall seon be called upon to
say good bye to an old fiiend, forit isthe ouly Cautury
wa have ever known !

Aud a wondorful Century it has beeni—a good friend
to the world. We are lost in astonishment when we
think of all the progress the world has made throughout
ity years, It has given to the Dritish nation a good
Quoed whose praise is in all lands. And then the
wounderful discoveries, inventions and improvements,
many of them within the last fifty years! Steamships,
railwuys, photography. telegraph, telephone, phono-
graph and all the marvellous developm :nts of lactri.
city. The very thought of it makes us disposed to pity
tha poor people who lived in an earlior age, just as the
actors in the next Century will pity us—perhaps be-
we could not fly.

Then, the wohderful progress of art, seiende and
literature ; the freedom of the Press ; the rapid diffu-
sion of knowladgo smong the common people, especially
ox our own continent ; and above all, religious tolera-
tien even among other than English spesking people.

God Is fulfilling his promise in giving man dominion
over the earth. Man is harhessing the forces of
nature and bidding them do his will, and as a result of
all this God's will is heing done, and His wonderful
plans for tho salvation of men are beiny carried out.
The discoveries and improvements of the Century are
being pressad into this service and the world is be-
coming a great highway for the carringe of the Gospel.
Witness the wonderful oporing up of such countries as
Japan, Corea; the vast empire of Chinn, India, the Is«
lands of the sea and even Afrios.

Scarcely ony organized Frotestant Missionary work
wis done before the dawn of the present Century.
True, brave souls, here and thize, siruck out for God,
but men and women had not then generally awakened
to the fact that the evangelization of the world de-
pended on them—that it wes not to be accomplished
by God or by angels, but by men and women filled with
the spirit of God. Are we fully awakened yet to the
magnitade of the trust? There is mucli lost time to
be made up. Let us hasteu to do our part.

We are glad to be able to give this month the tender
little sketch of Mrs. Purvis (Maria Hart) written by
one who was near and dear to her. ‘No touch of ours
can add to this pen portrait of one so greatly beloved,
but we would faire place ou record out own cherished
memories of our friend; our keen appreciation of her
high character and attainiments, her many noble engag-
ing qualities of hemtand mind aud her world-wide
sympathies which endeared her to t1l who knew her,
and made her so often & very angel of comfort in time
of need.

Do not forget us in thy home afar.

Whatch o’er us with tky hely spirit eyes,
So shall wo hail thee as & guiding star,
.. Soshall we follow to thy home—the skies.
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This is the first month in the New year, so, of course,
this is the time to subscribe for the Paun Brancs, if‘
you have never done s6 before. Ii will make a fine
Now Year's gift for a little friend. For further par-
ticulars see the heading of this Editorial page. a

If you do not repew in {ime we cannot jiromise
you that we will be able to supply all back numbers.

Hu King Eng, the first Chinese woman doctor, is o
great success in the Flowery Land. Having studied
and taken tho degree of M. D. in the United States;
after seven years’ hard work, she is now in charge of
the Siang-Hu Hospital at Foo-chow, and 2 story is tbld
of a coolis who wheeled his blind old mothet a thou-
sand miles on & barrow to take her to the woman doe-
tor. A double operation for chatatast Was the resuls,
and the old woman can see s well ag ever. Dr. Hu
King Eng i¢ to be one of the delegates to the Woman'¢
Congress to b held iu London next year. She be-
longs to the Christian faith, her grandfather; a randar~
in of great wealth and power, having been wimverted
late ig life.
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“Upon Thy word I rest,
So strong, so surs ;
So full of comfort blest,
No sweet, so pure.
Tho wmd that chiangeth not, that faileth never ;
My King! I rest upon Thy word forevey.”




