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ON THE DOMESTICATED AN

{in which it is to be placed. By veativg, ! females that possess the property of yield-
exaiiple, & breed of laege and debicate | ing o large aunntity of mulk, o peculiar

MALS O 'TUE BRUDISH ISL~ P oxen, ia a country naseited, (rom ats un. | breed has been at lungth forimed, exceed-

ANDS.
By Davip Low, Esq., Y.R.S, 1.

j tural erastificial proluction-, ta wuantan | ingly well swted to the purposes ol the
Vit we inenr the MaZard of losg in vindens - darys woad ai L st time bardy ‘:md
vuys; while, on the wther hund, by tear. | fitted to subsist on ordmary food.  Now,

Froig carly times, Great Britain has ' ing an inferior breed an situations where ' sueh o breed wnght be injured, and vot
been-disinguished (or the numbers and ! one of greater value coul! he mantamed, * mrproed, by croving even with 2 raco
oxcollence of' the animals reared for the t we depiive ousselves of the proft which | suncrior to ssell in many properties —

uses of the inhabitants,  The cultivation " the natural or acquired advan'ag-s of our

of the hotrso began in the earhier periods situation present. An creor of another

Tius, a cross wuh the Durham or Heres
tord breeds would praduce animals ot

of wur history, for the purposes of war | kind s the sullect of constant observa | larger size and supetiur fattening proper.
and the teurnament, and hassubsequently ! tion, the result hhewise of imperfect ,lws to the native race; but even in theso

been “carried to great perfection, for the ! knawkedge of' the distinctive characters
race-course, the chase, the saddle, and jotbreeds,  For the procanng of a breed
for draught.

und, s being cosmecied with the woollen ' pursued 3 cither a new breed may b sab-
manufhctures of the country, was fuvour. | stituted for that which eaists, or the old
od by numerons laws; and within a pe. fone iy have its characters modified or
riod comparatively recent, extraordinury ‘whanged by crossing with other races.
attention has been devoted to the means ! ‘Ihere aire many cases in which scareely
of cultivating animals for human food. ! an error can be commatted in our pr:xcuc}
Itis daring this Jatter era, which began Pin these vespects, praovided we resori to a
ahout the middlo of last century, that the ! really superior race; bat there are :uny
giéutcst additions have been made fo the ! other cases in which a changs of tus
value of the live.stock of tho country, | kind may b inioricns, or st’ended with
an? that tho practice of breeding Lixs ' doabtful henefit.  Animals Locome gra
heen reduced (o a system, and founded ! dally 2 2apted to the conditions in which
npon principles.

Of the species of the ! they ure placed, and many breeds have
domesticated animals naturahised in the {accordingly become admrably suited 1o
British Islands, nuwnerous varicties pre- | the physical stete of the conntry i which
sent themselves, to which we apply the ! they have been naturabised. “Lhus, the
torm breeds. ‘F'he characters of species | West Highlnnd breed of cattle has be.
mny have heen unprinted by original or- | come suited to’a humid chmate and a
aanisation, ar may have been the resalt § country of maountsing;  the beautiful
of laws of organic development and {hreed of Nocth Devon, to n country of
change, of whose nature and operation flower altitude aud milder chmate. ™ In
we are ignorant,  ‘T'he characters which | these; and many cuses wore, an intermix-
distinguish.varicties are thosc which may | ture of stianzer blood might destrov the
rcasonably be ascribed to known agens | characters which tune had imprinted on
cies, as climate, and the supphes of food. | the stock, and produce u progeny inferior

The differences of character, indeed, pro-
duced by agencies of this kind, may be
very great; and, in the case of many
animals, tho naturalist may be left
doubt, whother the differences observed
are the result of original organisation, or
of moroe recont changes. But however
species may have originated, or varielics
have been produced, all animals submit.
1ed to domestication are subject (o modi-
fications of size, form, and other charae-
térs, dependent on the coudittous under
which they arereared; and by breeding,
we can comnunicate the distinetive pro-
pertics of parents to the progeny.  Inthe
wural économy of this country, a high de.

.zree-of importance is to be ascribied to n |

in useful propertics to cither of the pa-
rent races, Nat qnly have individual
hreeders erred in the upplication of this
kind of crossing to practice i particular
cases, but several entire breeds have been
lost which ought te have been preserved.
‘There arc many breeds, tndeed, so defecs
tive in themselves, that time and capital

cullivate them; but net a fewyas watl be
seen in the sequel, might havo been im.
proved to the degree required, by mere
sclection of parents, and attention fo the
known principlesof breeding.  Not only
do animals become adapted iv constitu.
{iop, temperament, and habits, to the sit.
nations in which they have been natu-

knowledge of the distinctive characters  ralised, but characters communicated by

of -taces or breeds,  Much of the profit of

the-awners depends upon adapting, the
breed of any animal {6 the ciccumstances

bart becomo permancat by continued re.
production. Thus, in the case of tho
dairy breed of Ayvwshire, by breeding from

would have been lost in cndeavouring to

properties, the piageny would be infesiof
to cither the ervfords or the Purhams,

‘The cultivation of sheep ‘ adapted to the situation m which it is to | and 1ferior, us a bardy race of dairy cat.
was carly tho subject of public attention, ! be reared, (wo general methads anay be | the, to the Ay sshire braed el

flence,
the cro-sivr of o breed of cattle with a

race pgarren l} supesriorn, will not nlwn_vs
b attended wath elumate good; and cau.
ton and Liowlidge of the end to be ar
rived at are tequired, even in the cuses
whers the goud seums most casily at.
tained. Ancthererrer of o ciflerent kind,
but proze:dieg lihewise from imperfeet
knowledgze @t tue re’ative value of breeds,
sievails to a geenl oxtent. Breeds, in
themselves bad, are obstinately retained
in distniets fitted tasupport supenor races,
[ cverv part of the kingdom, we sve
hrecus whie ate unaorthy of bewng pre.
served, wiile the easiesl means are ¢t tho
cotunand oftthe farmer of sapplving their
plece by others suited to the lecality,—
Thus, over the greates past of Wales,
there are races of wild dinninunhive sheep,
which, 1 ceopomical value, can bear no
comparon with these which could be
supplicd from other places.  In Kerry,
and other mountamouns districts stretchs
ing along the western coast of Jreland,
in place of such :heep as the country’
could maintan, are to be scen assefn-
blages of animals of thesize of dogs, and
as wild as antclopes, neithér having wool
fitted o the manufactures of the country,
nor being capable of fattening to %ny
size. Lven in the heart of Yorkshire,
as we shull sce in the sequel, a breed of
sheep is preserved, covering a considera.
ble tract ol country, which, from ifs
coarseness 6 form, and inaptitude fo fat-
fen, ranks i the lowest class of -culti=
vated sheep m England; and in every
prrt of the kingdom, we may sce exam.
ples of the vast public and private loss
which results frol unncquaintunce with
the relative valuc and ceonomical uses
of the different breeds of our domesticated’
animals.  “I'o remove the causes of i~
taken practice, in a branch of industey’
so iinportant to the interests of” producess
and consumers, waVv be 1cgarded us mat-
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