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‘This corruption which raged and boiled within
me, this sin which revived, or which made me
_puinfully conscious of its existence and power,
when the law of God, exhilnted to e in its ox-
tent und purity by the calightenmg sprit, taught
me that all my righteousness anising from the ol
servance of rites und ceremonies, and from )
fancied keeping of the divane commandments, was
but filthy rags in the sight of the Holy One. “This
in-dwelling evil principle then receved its death-
blow ; for grrace so triumphed over corruption as to
make me willing to relinquish, und to retire from,
‘all 1y former vain hopes and dependences; and to
# gubmit myself uuto the nphtcousness of God,”
by a condind receiving of Chnst, und resting upon
him for my salvation. But, although mortally
wounded, it is not yet extinct : its writhings and
struglings convince e that, although it does not
now possess the strong-tiold of my beart as it diud
when I was ¢ glive without the faw,” and when
it reigned with undivided sway; it is nevertheless
not yet completely disfodged, It is still able to
maintain a conflict with grace, which has gained
the ascendancy § for, although 1 delight in the
law of God after the inward mun, yvet 1sec ano-
ther law inany members, warring wprainst the Jaw
of my wind, and bringing me into captivity to the
law of sin which s in wmy members.”  And so se-
vere and dreadful is the internal war—so much am
I distracted aud tossed to and fro thercby—that 1
am often constrained to cry in agony of soul, «“ O
wretched twun that I am, who shall deliver me
from the body of this death!” By whut power
shall I be completely devoted from these ussaults
of my enemy, uud this spiritual warfzre be brought
to a successful amd glorious termination, and 1 be
,enabled fully and finally to triumph? «1 thunk
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!™ ¢ For, ul-
though iu myself ultogether incompetent to cope
with this foe, which, in spitc of being wounded,
_yet gricvously hacasees and ussails mic, I know that
greater is he thu! is with me than all that can be
againet me; and {am confident that, even though
- I'may be at times reduced to the most dire extre-
mity, and my soul within me may be dinquicted
and downcant by the fear of the enemy's ultimately
prevailing.  He shall appear for wy - help, sud in
his strengrth [ shall be more than conqueror.  And
when I am most thoroughly weaned from sclfede-
pendence, then it is that 1 am mest able in my pa-
tience 10 jossess my soul 5 for ¢ when I am weak,
then am [ strong )

‘Chis then, dear reader, is an avowal whicl most
signally abases self, and wiich at the same time
emincatly cxalts the Saviour. Itis expressive of
a strong and abiding couviction, which leads to
sclf-distrust, but not to despair,—a conviction
which constrains the subject of it to come forth
from the refuges of lies in which he has vainly
sought to shelter hitusclf from the storms of an ac-
cusing conscicnce aud the threatened wrath of a
Justlyuffeuded God,—x couviction, however, which
docs not leave him in a state of helpless and hope-
less cxposure to the out-breaking of Almighty ven-
geance, and the cternal upbmidings of the inward
monitor, which, with awiul apprpriatencss, is
crlled “ the worm that dicth not™—=but leads him
at ‘onco 10 the divinely-appoiuted * hiding-place
from the wind, and covert froin the tempest,” in
which he is perfectly and for cver afe. O blessed
scnse of weakness, which lcads the sinner 10 an
humble reliance on Almighty streagth ! O happy
conviction of insecurity which coustrains the soul
0 tako up its cverlasting habitation in Christ, and
camwses it o tremblo at uothing so much as the
thought of acparation from him !

Eat it be remembened that el convictions of
imability do not preducc this bcseed result.  There
are thase which drive 10 despair, and ultimately to
everlasting perdition. A wan has become tem-
porarily impreseed with & sensc of the necessity of
attcnding to the concerns of ctemity.. An attack
c(dic:!-c,otlhedcau:da{rknd,w some other
_avnkmng providence, ot it may be, some alarm-
ing meerage from the wond has produced this ccct.
He bethiaks himmelf of the precarionmens of all
mere abiding foundation of happiness and sccurity
-than this warld cap afford: He applics himself to

! the work of reformation, forgetful or regardless of
the teuth dhat the teasforunng process by which
the singer, from beinge an L of wrath, becones
an hicir of glory, can be chivetedonly by the energy
of the Holy Sptrit. He hnows neither the nature
of his disease, nor its tiue remedy,  He is uware,
indeed, of the necessity of abandoning his evil
coumes, but he is inaware of tl: relforenunciation
and submission to the nghteotoness of God, to
which the Holy Spirit leads every truly awakened
soul.  He resolves, therefore, to resist and suldue
his wrong propensitivs, and to walk unblameably in
the way of God’s commandments.  Again and
wgran he resolves 3 but agan and again he breaks
hus resolutions. e gruduatly becomes tore and
more convineed of his own weakness, and of-the
awful power of inherent corruption  Now comes
the infimtely momentous crisis of his history.  ‘I'he
word of Gou declares to him that without Christ
he can do nothing,—that salvation is ¢ not of
works, lest any maun should boast,"—and tiat, re-

cinge all dependenee upon his own exertions,
utd throwing himsell a8 1 helpless and justlvecon-
demmned sinner, upon the mercy of God in Christ
Jesus, he may find pardon and acceptauce, and re-
ccive from above a iew and living principle of holy
obedicnce, by which he shall be enabled to live a
spiritual life, and bring forth fruit to the praice and
yelory of divine gruce. But beeause there is some-
thing in ull this that he cannot comprehiend, and
something that is too humbling to his pride forhim
to ucquicce in; he listens rather to the impious
stiraestion, that God cannot righteously demand
of him thut which he i unable in his owa strength
to render,—and thus cither lowers the stundard of
oblizution to suit hix own inclination and ability, or
clue imbibes the tenets of infidelity, und quicts his
conscience with armunents which he himself dise
believes, while at the siune tiwe he suffers himself
to hie influcnced und deluded by them.

“I'he falsity and ruinousness of these conceptions
of inability, consist in th's, thut they uliow him
who entertaing then to escape from 2 acnse.of hix
responsilnlity, and lead lam, as hias been stated, to
reason thus.—that, since he is unable, in his own
unuided sirength, to keep the commundments of
Gud, he must cven liope that God will accept of
him on account of what he can do,—or, other-
wise, that, since he isincapable, by nuture, of ren-
deringe an acceptable vhedicnce to the divine law,
hie ueed pot concern himself about the matter,
secing that a righteous God can never exact fromn
him that which he is unable to give. But im-
mensely different were the convictions of his weak-
ness and helplessiess, which agitated the breast of
the Apostic, when he was fist awakencd and
alarmed by the terrors of God's taw. He per-
ceived, as docs cvery snner taught by the Holy
Spirit, that his inability consisted wainly in an en-
tire alicaation af heart from God, which prompted
him to continual rebellion,~and that this inability,
8o far fromn heing an extennation, was an gxgrara-
tion of all his actual sine and transgressions.  He
percewed alco—and thie was that which caused
“ gin to revive” within him 3 this was that which
called forth into malignant excreise his inheromt
cormiption, his pride and cumity aguiast the truth—
he perecived that thus inabiliy which he discovered
within himself, did not in the least dearee do away
with the oblization wider which hic lay, to render
a perfect and unvarying obedicnce (o God's comn-

and 3 for the law still urged, with unabated vi-
our, its impenons roquirements, and still thundered

thut continmcth not in ali thingw which are writien
in the bock of the law 10 do them”

Now here it was that grace vbtained the mastery
in ke and it is just at this crisis, 100, that it ab-
taine the mastesy in all who, afier a decp loxc-
work, as the old divincs term it. arc brought under
the power of the truth as it is is in Jous. 1t is
when bereft of all hape of being able 10 recommend
themselves to God by their own cexcrtious and per-
formances, 1hat thay sce the infinite excclicney of
the goepel plan of salvation. Itisin this «valley
of Achor” that the Lord opensup to thewmn a * doot

of hepe,” and gives them to ace that, although
Tost ud'uéaue, Jesus v able and mlla;,g 1o mave
them,—and that, although witheut him they can

forth its dreadful peualty, * Cunted is cvery onc’

! do nothing of which God will uceept, yet, through

him stremthening them, they shall be able to« do
all thines,”—thut is, they shall be able, in the
strength which he by his Holy -Spirit. will jmpare
unto them, to lead lives of humble, und holy, and
acceptable obedience.

Bat, dear render, it is ut this point, also, that the
rejecter of Christ turng away with disdain,  Whey
the law urges its requireneats, snd proclaing s
penalty,—und when he finds that, sotwithstand.ng
his utter incapacity by nuture to fultil its deinunds,
not one jot nor one tittle of these denunds is uba.
ted.  IHis proud heart rebls,—tho arch-cnemy of
his soul whispers to him thut such doctnne s re.
puguant to reason, wnd subvensive of the digmity of
human nature,—and he listens to the voice of the
destroyer, and shuts his eam to the voice of God.
Itis just herey—when the humbled, contrite sin.
ners with the pride of his heart subducd by victo-
rious grace, ¢ lays his hund upon hus n.outh, and
his mouth in the dust,” and, with wondenng and
adoring gratitude, receives an offered Christ—it is
Just here, that the wnhwmbled and only Aalf-con.
verted siuner furnishes, by his rejection of the gros-
pel tenns, un awful and aflecting conurent upon
the inspired decluration, that ¢ the carnal mind
enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law
of Gad, neither indeed can be) He muy have
heen so alunined as to think of building himself
refuge ; but he has not” been sufficiently alanned
humbly to betake himself to Christ.  “Fhe simpli-
city of the gespel scheme pays no homage to the
idol #elf; und in the sullenness of offended pride
hie turns away ¢ in a rage."—2 Kings v. 12,

1 have read of a physician whe was. deemed
skilfu! in his profession, but scvere in his regimen.
When he had prescribed, and the paticnt ohjected
to the treatment, he was wont to say, ¢ I see you
are not yet bad enough for me*  ‘Fhe wman whose
case I huve been supposing,—and alas ¢ it is a case
of continual ocenrrence,—is tot yet  had cnough™
for Christ,—thut is, hic i not yet bad cnoughi in his
own apprehension. But tell a truly-awakened
siner the remedy for his sud condition, and how-
cver it may require him to hnmble himself, he wilt
seek to comply with its tenms. However myste-
rious 1o nutural reason, however hnbling to naty.
ral pride, the preseribed plan may be, he will scck
to fall in withit. “This is the =tatc of a siuner’s
mind, when the law as a “schoolinaster” brings
him to Chirist.

‘Ihe forcguing description of Christian expen-
ence will not be decmed a digression, when it is
stated that the pussage of scripture at the head of
this article hius beenselected rather as a motto thay
asa text.

Suffer ine now, my dear reader, to guard you
against an crror inte which mauy fall, and into
which many areled cven by their acosced creed,—
1 mcan the crror of supposing that the scnse of
weakness of which the Apostle apeaks, docs not
remam in the breast of the: edranced believer.
This caution might be deemed superfluous, when
it is remcmbered that it is Pawl who uscs those
wonlg, “When 1 am weak” ‘To what exalted
height _of Christian expeticnce had Ae attuined,
when this letter was penned, in which he makes
such humble acknewledgnicnis of his own weak-
ness, and such distinet profesdons of self-distrust !
Aund when, in another cpistle, he xays,** Not as
though I had already attained, cither were already
perfect ; but -1 follow afier, if that 1 may appre.
hend that for which aleo 1 am apprehended of
Christ Jesus  Brethren, 1 count not mysclf to
have apprchended s but this onc thing I de, forzct-
ting those things which arc behind, and reaching
forth umo thase things which are before, 1 press to-
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.” ’

1 shall bricly notice a fow facts in the experience
of the belicver, by which he is continually remind-
od of his own utter weakness, and of hs nced of
looking away from himsclf for its And
the proofs tiat I shall adduce will be of so simple
BLkind, that I fecl assured they wiil be at onee ua-
derstond by cvery child of Gad,—by cvery one in
whoee breast the conflict is going en between grace
and indwelling . e

1. He canrot do the things that he ought. He



