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THE LAMBS OF THE FLOCK,

“Feed my lambs” isa commission, the obliga-
tion of which is universally admitted, from a
regurd alike to the authority of 1lim, who cn-
joined it on his disciples, and the recognized im-
portance of leading the young to an early ac-
quaintance with thetruthsof God'’s word. But
although generally admitfed, how scldom is
the commission faithfully and diligently ear-
ried out.  We do not mean to say that ninis.
ters of the gospel gencrally are careless in re.
gard to the lambs of their flocks. They may
feel deeply interested in them,  They may in
their pustoral visitations take notice of them,
Lhey may draw around them the wurm and
guileless affections of the young, But how sel-
dom do we find ministers in their regular-pulpit
ministrations aiming specially at the iustrue-
tion and benefit of their young hearers, We
once heard of alittle girl who asked hermother
if she did not think that the minister forgot,
when preaching, that he had little children
listening to him. We suspect that in general,
ministers do not think much when in the pul-
pit, or when prepaving for the pulpit, that they
may have many children among their hearers.
Indeed onceffect of the ordinary state of things
is that children arcoften left at iome, instead of
being brought to Church, They may be brought
to the sabbath school, but that is considered
sufficient.  Let us here say, that, while we re.
gard sabbath schools as most valuable institu.

tions, which hare done much to Lring about a X

revived state of religion in most christian conn.
tries, and which will, we doubt not, by the
blessing of God do stiil more to extend the in-
fluence of real christianity, we are of opinion
that they have been regarded too exclusively
as the means of instructing the young and lead-
ipg them to the saviour, This is not the fault
of the sabbath school system, but it izthe fault
portly of the parents, and partly of pastora, It
is the fault partly of parents, who have too
generally devolved on sabbath school teach-
ers the duty which Ged has laid on them-
selves, and have allowed the old and time—
hallowed practice of domestic catechising and
instruction to fall into disusec. How many
familics also are there, where the parentsare
the professed followers ot Christ, in which we
find, ‘no gathering of the children around the
pavents kuees, with open Bibles and helping
catechism, with a father’s or a mother's exposi-
tion and illustrations.’ The evil to which we
have referred, we mean the looking upon sab-
bath schools as the only medium of religious in-
struction to the young, may be also partly tra.
ced to ministers, who in their ordinary minis.
trations seldom seck to provide milk for the
babes, as well as strong meat for those who are
able to hear it.

{ children, and often have I been eaddened Ly my

The smportance of this sulject is now at-
tracting the attention of many ministers, and of
others interested in the gpiritunl training of
the young. A short time ago several letters

{ appeared in the Edinturgh Witness on this

subject.  One of these, signed a nother, on
tained the following sentences,
“ For sixteen years have [ listened to tho

v “strong meat” eermons of my present able pas-
i tor, but not one word has he cver spoken to

littleonesasking, ‘Why dves the winister never
epeak to us ¥’
On one ocension during these sixteen years, a
stranger—a lheaveniy Jooking minister, with
| snow-white hair—from a distance, occupied the
+ pulpit on an afternoon, After discoursing with
great carnestneas for a length of time, he
| paused, and in the most tender and affectionate
y manner 63id,—*Now, I am guing to tcll the
i ¢hildren what T have Leen preaching about.”
Luimediately all were perfeetty still, Every
eye, old as well as young, were drawn tuwards
the kindly countenance of the speaker, and he
did speak to children, Many old eyes were
moistened, and I know that the “milk” Ly
which the children were fed proved most palat-
able to grown-up people also. T'wo hours at a
sitting, bondage though it be, may bdreak in
clnldren to church-guing, but may it not have
something to do in making it a mere habit, and
in reariog up the “sermon proof” spirit that is
amongst us? I would not for a moment allow
myself to think that ministers are “ashamed”
to address themselves to mere children, secing
that their Divine Master has no such feeling ;
but many, I believe, think they have not the
“knack” of doing 80, Were such only to try
it by using the same language which they do
al home, when speaking to the young ones
about & Saviour's luve and other kindred sub-
jects, they will perhaps be surprised to find
that they have been hiding a talent which
might prove a precious word to the lambs of
the flock.”
In the late number of that able Journal, the
Editor says:

’ “Wec have received anumber of letteraon this

subject (preaching to the young) frem parties
in Edinburgh, and other parts of the country,
drawn forth by those which have already ap-
peared in our columns, The subject appeurs
now to have engaged public attention, and as
it would be impossible for us to find room for
all the communications we have reccived, wo
can only generally indicate the views of our
cotrcspondente, The writers all agree as to
theimportance of the subject, and trust that,
now that it has been mooted, ministers will
take it into consideration. More than one cor-
respondent suggests that a short portion of the
sermon should be regularly sct aside for the
young, so that “they might not only receive a
present blessing, but that the valuable habit
might be formed of intelligent listening,” and
that again it might, with the Divine blessing,
be said “‘of many of our little ones, ‘out of the

mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast per-

|
fected praise.”™  Aunother correspondent who

signs bimself a “Father,” in urging this, says
he “understands that Dr, Candlish does somes
thing of this kind in bis own vongregation.’’
A corrcapomlent who writes from Greenock
" would fuin hupe that the practice of addrese
eing the young from the pulpit” is more fre-
quent than the writers of the communications
which we have already inserted are aware of ;
nnd, to strengthen this view, says, "y minis.
ter or a brother preaches quurterly to the
youngof thecongregation and Sabbath schools ;
and, at tho beginning of cach month, he eate-
chizesthe classes on the lessonsof the interven-
ing Rabbaths ; further, the lesson or the even-
ing i8 read and commented upon every Sabbath
from the pulpit. The quarterly sermon was
preached the Sabbath Leforo last, when an in-
cident in the present American revivals was
given:—A Iittle girl, converted to Jesus, bios
came u witness for 1lim, and a successful tnis-
sionary, an aged sinner Leing the first whom
ghe led to the Lamb: thus fulfilling Acts i, &,
and Psalm vin. 2. We rend that (huldren are
shiarers in the blessing in America, We are
locking and longing for the cloud coming
round to oursclves, Let us pray and hope that
someof the first drops may fall upon the young.”

A correspondent who wigns himself “An El-
der,” states, that from his own pereonnl observa-
tion, he is satisfied that for a few years past

parents were becoming more and more nlive to
1the importance of a portion of the discoursc on
the Sabbath “being so aimply  explained, as to
{be level with the eapacities of children,” and
that some months ago he had pressed the sub-
ject on the consideration * of his own pastor,
who was giving it his most anxivus con-
sideration.” *“Some ministers (he tays) adopt
jithe plan of preaclung a monthly serinon to
tchildren, which is worthy of all mmtatwn,
but which, it humbly appears to me, ought
not to supersedo what is now proposed.’,
This correspondent further wnites,—~“Welive
in a day when the treatment of the young has
become o matter of far more wise and carnest
consideration than it ever was bLefore; and
surcly one of the lughest and nullest cfforts
for their good will be attained wheuth.: minis-
ters of Scotland shall, in downright earncst
attempt to give our children some of that spiri-
tual food which, as a body, they so fully snd
faithfully bestow upon the grown-up members
of their congregations, Were this done cx-
tensively over thelength and breadth of the
country, it is impossible to reckon the extent
of the benefits that would accrue to our popula-
tion, Who are they who, in sixor cight years
from this date, will form the youth and hope
of the Jand, but those very children over whom
ministers are now preaching ¥

We know too, that in this country not & fow
ministers give attention to this mode of feed-
ing ‘the lambs.’ Some preach quarterly or of-
tener, gpecially to the young Perhaps it
would be beiter, as eome of the correspondents
of the Witness says, to endeavour to address




