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And yet it would seem that, aft ir al,
he is not quite sure of h.s conclusion,
for some way hie connects these scul seu-
sons with these acts of disobedience, as
a kind of punishmcnt.

Thank God wc have a salvation tagt
in the 114w Testament which necds no
such qaestionable fixing up. Will the
Saviour's description of joy in the HoIy
Ghost harmonize with such. an experi-

eca joy which Jesus unhesitatingly
said rcsembled Ris own. Jesus sorrowcd,
it is truc, but where is the expression
which conncctcd it with an inadvertent
breach of Ris Father's commands ? I do
ah'7ays the will of llim that sent me,
does flot admit the possibility of any
sucli inadverteûice.

EXPOSITION.

"Woe unto you, Iawyers ! for ye have taken
away the key of knowledge : ye entered not in
.yourselves, and the a that were entcring ye hin-
dered."-LuEE, xi. b2.

"Wýoe unto, you Scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
-crites! for ye shut up the kingdomi of heaven
against men: for ye neither go iii yourselves,
nelther suifer ye themn that are entering to go in."
-MNLATT. xxiii. 14.

'<If the blind lead the blind, both shail fali into
the ditch."ý-MÀTT. xv. 14.

Can one absolutely hinder another
-from entering thte 1cingdom of heaven ?
This is a question most scrious, and re-
quires very close consideration ere an
.answcr is given.

From the clearly rcvealed fact that at
the great final judgment every one must
answer for himself, and receive of good
-or iii according to his own individual
conduct> the inference is absolute that
no one cau lay the blanie of liis condem-
nation on another, for then howv could
the judginent be done in righteousness ?

And yet the above passa.ges seem to
give to, one man full Power to lock np
the king' dom of heaven against another,
and even implies that this 1oeking-out
proccss alone is responsible for the laul-
ure of the other to enter.

Now these two strong, most serious
truths nmust harmonize in some way
which does n'irt destroy or even impair
,eithcr. It must be that each one lia
untrammnelled freedom of choice in de-
ciding the tremendous question of eter-

nal destiny, and it must also be true
tliat inan way turn the key of know-
lcdge upon others, Le., blhut thei out of
the kingrdoiii of heaven 8o that they
who thus act are alone responsible for
the others' failure to enter.

Moreover this paradox cannot be satis-
factoriiy cxplained by adinitting that
one may lesýsen the chance of another's
ultimate salvation. For then ;ve could
easily answer the question, <'What more
could 1 do to my vineyard that I have
not donc," to the confusion of the AI-
mighty questioner.

In the first place, then, it must be true
that cvery nman is in a state of probation,
and cannot be the subject of a huge in-
justice in being created. This must be
alike true o~f savages, of semi-civilized
heathen, and of those living under the
varying shades of liglit in Christian
lands. God will judge ail according to
some standard of righit, recognized as
riglit by the partie.ou judgcd; and, we
further remark, that thlis standard of
riglt must have been rccognized by
them when living and performing thc
deeds concerning which judgment is in-
stituted.

This being true, we are shut up to
this furLher truth, vîz., that man in bis
power of influencing his brother man,
whilst le cannot destroy his probation,
may, and does decide as to whethcr it
shall be that of a heathen or a Christian,
and this 15 true of ail thc different de-
grecs of knowledge or enlightennient
between the two extrernes-he has power
to turn the key of kenowledge upon bis
brother man.

For z-xample, what is to hinder Chris-
tendomn from doubling or quadruplingr
her efforts in bringing the knowledge of
Bible truths to the leathen world this
ycar. That she wiil not do so simply
means that she will indireetly condemn
many thousands to live witlotit the
slightest possibiiity of knowing Bible
truths. But now, if those heathen, thus
ncgiccted, slould suifer any pains and
penalties therefor at the udgnment, how
could justice be vindicated in their con-
demnation ? Also, how make a distinc-
tion between their cabe and the heathen
of the days of Mioses and the prophets,
when there wvas no command to God's
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