
T riE

VOL. III. OSHAWA, APRIIJ, 1848. NO. 4.

ANCIENT SCRIBES AND 110DEN SCRIBES.
We take pleasure in laying before our readers the letter whicli

t'ollows, written by a giftedt brother who lias not prcviously bpoken to u.q
through the Witness:

-But in vain do tiihv worship) me. teaching for doctrines thc commaridments
of mcii." Mat. xv: 9.

The*questioni often presents itself to rny mind, whcni rc-ading or
thinking of'thc strikiing( passage quoted above, Do our crccd-making,
ereed-loving, ereed-defcnding, and creed-following systern-builders ever
think of the import of these words of ou-- Lord and Master. containcd
in this -elear and definite passage? M-ýetinks they do n-ot. It was
addresscd te scribes and Pharisees: and our traditionary fricnds
cannot think thcy are scribes and Phiarisces, an'd consquently it docs
flot suit thein. But before proceeding, let us takze a bricf review
of the eircumstanees under which thiese memorable words werc uttered.

The scribes and Pharisees, were very zealous in obscrving, and on
every occasion enforcinct obedience to the commnds or traditions of
the Eiders;- and on more than one occasion did thley eall forth severe,
reproaches from our Saviour by thieir duplicity and hypocrisy. Thcy
made long prayir.s, that tlley iit bc seen of mn. They made cleau,
the outside of the piatter; while ail within vins full of pollution: and
new they corne te him, w'ith a complaint agaiust his disciples,
charging thern withi cating brcad w'ith unwashcd hands, contrary to.
the traditions of the Eiders. Christ in lis reply; charges 'them
with xnaking void the lav otf God by their traditions, and cafls them.
hypocrites, and then follows thc, passage 1 have quot.ed. -'But in
vain they do worship rie. traphing for d]octrinP.s thie commindments of
men.')


