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dtons. Tt inecasingly purifies bis hecart. Tt prop-Wos i'n for
acting bis part in all the circuistances and relatimns in life ini
which lie is placed. Its ori.gin is the love of Gon to imkind :
it manifests GolI's love to iiminkind ; it produces iii tiu huarts of
those whlo omibrace it, love to God, and so prepares thuin for doing
their duty to God and mnan. Man doos not iive ariglit ithout it.
Destituto of it, he is estrangcd froin God; and, wlicre depravity
developos itslf unehecked, is ostrangod froni mnan too. With it, lie
la united to Uod and nari in love.

We miust bcwvare of taking our ideas of Christianity fromn pro-
fessors of' it. Tisa is a inistake conimitted by the %vorld to its own
detrimnont, froin which the churehi is not altogt' elr froc. Many
profossors of Christianity have notbing 'more thi, tho naine.
The bcst of* those whio have the reality have imperfections: and so
if we taike our idea9 of Chiristianity from dioso whio prl)fess it. we
run tlic risk of misapprehending it, or of being prcejudiced ,iaainst
it. Many wlho ignore Christianity do so becie of tho inconsis-
tencies of profossors and show their hatrLd of Chiristizanity b-
ridicu'ing profossors. We should take our ideas of Chiristia'n
doctrine fromi tle New Testamnit, of Christian practico frein the
character of' Christ.

Wc do flot niea to throw a shield over the inecons istoncies of Pro-
fessors. XVe would not shroud thoni in darkness, wo woulid rather
expose themnthat we may sce thcm and hate themn. Trily ifne look
at professors, we shall sec glarinig iiuoonsistencie.a, woeftil departures
from truc Christianity; or rather sad evidones that niany are nothing
more than professors. It it be important to bo a C'hristian at ail,
it is importaint to bo really a Christian. Tt bolongs to every
Christian to resoive, that hie wili, by the gracee of God, bc a Christian
flot less rcally than proecsscdly in his circunistances and relations
of' lit'0. Many Christians net as if oniinent piety woro a work of
supererogation-son3ething thcy are, not, undor obligration te seek
-arc content withl a passable picty. But if relig-ion be anything
at ail, it is ail-important.

WHAT IS IT TO BlE A CHRISTIAN ?

1. A person is not a Christian beeîuse lie wvas borai in a Christian
country. Many have this idea : wnd se they think that eonvers;on
doos not apply to themi at ail, but to countries professing false
religions. This an is erroncous notion. It is disprovod by the
fact that niea are sinners wlicrevcr they dwell. We sc uugod-


