
10Earnest C/ir-istiantily.

I answer fearlessly that, under similar circuinstances, the resuit wouîd be pre-
ciscly the same as iii the M1etliodist body iii 1833." Probab]y it would: in
othier words, althoughi the changes mighit be adopted unaninously by the
Synod, and approved by more than fifteen-sixteentlis of the people, a few
ani,bitious and dissatisfied men wvould be lfounld to head a faction axid re-
oraniize on the old plan!

Let it be noted th)at we are not now considering -%vhetlier or not the
union wvas a wvise r~ieasure; but, sirnply whether the Conférence hiad the legal
and moral righit to act as it did. Thiat it hiad the legral righit is plain upon the
-very face of the Discipline; that it hiad the moral righlt is plain froin the
facts that no principle of Methodisrn or Christianity was sacrificed, and thiat
the Chutrchi, as a whole, wvas hieartily in favor of the measure. This thinig wva
not (loue hurriedly, nor yet in a corner. The basis of unionw~as agrreed to in
1832, and publishied througliout the Connexion; efforts wvere mnade to, ascer-
tain the views of the people, and so unanimous were they, that Up to the timie
when the 'Union was consummated in 1833, no petition or remonistrance
emanated fromn the Societies. As already intimated, the opposition wvas by
local Preachers, and a few othiers 'whom tliey 'were able to iiffluence. To show
tliat I arn not misrepresenting the fact, I append an extract froin a pamphlet
publishied by the Rev. Thonias Webster, .a prorninent minister of tiie M. E.
Cliurcli, and the bitterest assailant of the Union : additional evidemice, if
necessary, wil1 be adduced in the proper place. Speaking of the opposition to
the Union, Mr. Webster says.:-(Tlhe italics are mine).

" As soon as it wvas annouinceci in thie Guar-dian timat a union between
the Englishi and Canadian Conferences wvas contemplated, the local Pl'cacici-s
tooe lie alarrn, and in thieir Conference, assenibled in the Trafalgar Meeting
Holise, July 6th, 1832, the follow'%ingr resolution was adopted :'.covd

Tliat, as it appears fro7n the Olîristian Guardianb that an union betw'ecn the
Missionaries froin l3ritain and our Church. is contemplated, we address our
Aininal Conference on the subject of our jrivilregs as Local .Preacers-and
thait, Bi-os. Picket, Culp, and Brown, be the Coimittee to draft such address,
andl torward it for presenitationi.'

'Ple gYround nowv taken by the M. E. Churcli-that the Union wvas gRinst
the w'ishes of the people.ý -is utterly withiout foundation. The great- body of
tbo ]aity Ieartily faàvored the imovenient, and hience those wvho refused to,
ah(ie by the iiew arrangement practically took the ground-Nvhichl they seem.
to ha.-ve hield ever since-that the vast niajority of preachers and people wvho
apl)roved of the union ouglit to hiave subxnitted to the dictation of the dozen
or so of Local Preacliers w'ho, opposed iL.

(To be continued.)

OVER THE ]RivER.-God sometimes tries the faith, and calls forth the
prayer of Ris people, by placing a blessing at a distance from tiern.- They
perceive iL is near but canuiot reachi iti,-as it wvere, on the other side of the
river. ]3y prayer we inust cross the strcam and Çetch it...
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