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Jdarkness and moral and intcllectual death.
Within the last ten years—since the cad of
the Crimean war—nnllions of serfs have be-
come freemen.  Religious toleration has
heen conceded to all parts of the Empire,
snd the Bible is being frecly circulated and
cagerly sought after. A recent traveller, an
experienced Agent of che ©* Charch Mission-
ary Society,” states that the Synod of the
Greek Russian (Established) Church has
{t-elf issued a new translation of the Scrip-
tares in modern Russ :—

“The Russian clergy have never made,
like the Council of Trent, a decree against
Bible circulation amongst the pecople, and,
though apathetie, put no bar in that way.
1 spent some time lately in the company of
Kasim Beg, Professor of Persian at the Uni-
versity of St. Perershurg, who is a Christian,
and greatly respected. He told me he had
translated the New Testament into the Tar
tarlangnage, at the express request and with
the aid of the archbishop of Lazan, whom
ke describes as a man ready for every good
word anid work. He, in common with others,
-poke to me of various elements of good at

vork in the Russian church.”

The newly emancipated serfs are eagar
or learning, and especially for religions
nowled:re.  They buy cheap editions of the
seriptures as fast as they can be supplied.
“here 15 o tide setting in in favour of religi-
us as well as political reform.  The Church
i Rome is hated on acconnt of her intrigues

Yoland, but British Christianity is ad-
ired, und information regarding it is
ught. The writer to whom we have re.
red gives the following indications of
issionary spirit in Russia :—

“ A Russian nobleman, a member of the
uncil of State, whom I had met some
nths ago at & missionary mecting I held
St. Petershury, wished e to call on him
my return from the interior. Ididsoa
kazo. Ietold me he had thought much
r what I had proposed, viz., that evange-
1 Russians should do something them-
¢s in sending out missionaries from Raus-
to Central Asia and Northern China;
there was one obstacle to it, the Russian
requires all converts to be members of
Greek church. He wished me to see on
subject General Ignatief, who is at the
1of the Foreign Department for Asiatic
wers, and who had expressed himself fa-
ble to removing all obstacles to mission-
exertions.  He fixed a day for me to
im on the subject; but J was out of
on that day, and the genesal has left

St. Petershurg foramoanth.  This Russian
geatleman urged me very much to visit Fine
land, where a_missionary spirit has lately
heen awakened; the people have collected
within the last few years thirty thousand
roubles, or five thousand pounds for mis.
sions.  They have begun a seminary for
training missionaries, and are most anxious
to enter on the work; they are Lutherans,
and are imbued with an_evangelical spirit.
The Lutherans at St. Petershurg are also
anxious to do something in the sanecause.

“I preached in the English Churchin St.
Petershury lately, on the subject of Missions
to India. There are about four thousand
English in St. Petersburg.

I spent an evening recently in company
with a Russian noble, who is oneof the em-
peror’s chamberlains, and takes an interest
in missions. Hegave me mucltinformation
on what the Russian church is doing for the
missionary cause ; they have missionarics
located at the Altai mountains, at Kamts-
chatka, and the Caucasus, near Lake Bai-
kal, and have also a number who lahour
among the Burists, who are Buddhists.—
He promised to procure me a translation of
some of their proceedinzs from the Russian
into the English language, and wished me
to procure for him the publications of the
Missionary Socicties of the Eaglish church,
which I promised to do. The Russians in~
tend shortly to found a missionary scminary,,
to be located either at Kazan or Irkurtsk, as
St. Petersburyg is unsuited for it, and they
wish to have it in a place where the Orientals
languages can be taught to the students ;-as
also to write an address on the duty of Rus..
sians with respect to missions in Central
Asia, giving them suggestions drawn from
the history of our Indian Missions, which he-
would traoslate invo Russian,. and print in
all the leading journals and magazines of
Russia : and may the Lord send his blessing
with it} I spoke with him also on the im-
portance of enlisting the services of Russian
ladies as missionary collectors ; he is deter-.
mined to do something in this respect. I
feel very strongly that Russia fiom her goo-
graphical and politieal position as respects
Central Asia, mast be the base of missionary
opceration in these countries ; white Russian
missionaries, ag semi-Oricntals, would have
in this respecta greatadvantage over Anglo-
Saxons, whose natural temperament alien-
ates them from the Asiatic.”

After-giving his testimony over and over
to the.remarkable movement among the-
emancipated serfs, the writer expresses him-
sclf s confident that a slow but sure work.
of reformatian is going on. He adds :—

A few weeks ago I:attended a religious

meeting at a Russian general’s house, who.
took much interest in missionary subjects.



