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The Tome and Foreign Becord.

B} VManasseh, giving them a full share of the
B il and charging them to keep the statutes
B the Lord. On returning howe they re-
3 cived to crect a large altar 01 the east side
i Jirdan, near the place of the passage, to show
M wall time that they had part and lot in the
f corship oftered Jehovah at Shiloh on the
R ot side of Jordan.  The act may not have
i tocn necessary; it may not have been pru-
Bl d:nt, for it meghit have led to idolatry; but it
was performed with good motives. So soon,
BLowever, as their brethern on the west side
B teard what had been done, they determined
Roinflict sununary punishment upon the sup-
pied would be idolaters. On second thought
they agreed first to send a comnmission of in-
Ry, These commissioners did their work
rost faithtully.  Assuming that the strange
(lar imphied a strange worship their lan-
mage was bold and unspoken, for they bad
#1zeal for the Lord of Hosts, Yet mark their
ifection in v. 19.—The reply of the accused
hamodel in its way. They did not reeri-
mate.  They said nothing about hasty
duments, want of charity, &e. They sim-
ke a statement of what their design
Brss aud of what it was not. They repudiate
fihe thought that they intended to commence
&irival worship.  On the contrary, their de-
i was that it might bg an enduring wit
geess that they had part with their western
Rbothren in all the sacritices offered upon the
E:lur of Jehovah before Shiloh, and that they
v aright to join with Israel in all their
dlic religious solemuities. This explana-
0 was ¢tirely satisfactory to Phinehas and
eten privsis.  They regarded it as an evi-
sace that the Lord was among the people.
od the report they  vrocght back to Shileh
wed joy throughout the iand.
This incident in Israclitish history certainly
resents the people in a most favorable light.
b2 zeal for the Lord of Hosts, the determina
i 16 suppress the first appearance of idola-
v, the sending of a conumission of enqguiry
“tead of at once going to war, the faithtal
dtender speaking of the accusers, and the
i of the accused—go to show that at this
od the fear of the Lord was before the
pople. Would that it had bLeen thus . all
hiequent times!
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LESSONS.

L We should be jealous for the honour of
ped. We should niot allow even the tenderest
by ties to keep us from speaking when
estiould speak 1 the way of rebuking sin.
Let us not form an uncharitable view of
= nduct of others, if such conduct can at
beexphiined in consistency with a re-
aas lite,  Before pronouncing judgment,
should enquire. And while it may be our
N 10 enquire, and to enquire faithtully, let
o tunderly, Jovingly. And let ug re.
e with teue joy when all ground of sus-
o is removed, and wnen what at first
t seemed to be prompted by evil motives
howa v have been prompted by good.

necessary, that they and we may rejoice
together.

THIRD SABBATH.

Supsrcr: — Joshua’s
23: 11-16.

The good and grandly heroic Joshua was
now about to lay down the burdens and
honours of a long and most useful life. The
warnings recorded in this chapter were uttered
about 14 years after the conquest of Canaan,
and 7 years after the division of the land by
lot. He spoke to *“ all Israel” asrepresemed
Ly the Elders and leading men of all tho
tribes. e persuades the people by the re-
membrance of former benefits, by gracious
promises, and by solemn threatenings.

V. 11 —To love God 15 the end ard rulfil-
ment_of the law; it is the sum of all duty.
See Deut. 6: 5; Matt. 22: 37. This is'a
warning that applies to every child and to
cvery human being.  Show how love isat the
voot of all good deeds. It binds usto God
and to each other and makes life bright and
joyous.

Vv. 12-13.—See in v. 10 the blessing that
would come through obedience. In 12,13 we
see what the other course would lead to.
There was_ still a strong remnant of the
Canaanites in the land. If the .ord’s people
became triendly with them thire would be
intermarriages, and the effect would be ter-
rible disasters.

They were strictly forbidden to form any
alliances with the idolatrous natives; see Ex.
23: 32, 33, and Ex. 34: 11-17. It is true
wisdom to shun the beginnings of sin and the
temptations to it. No temptation is_more
dangerous than ungodly companions. If you
cannot do good to such, avoid them for they
are sure to do you harm, * acquaintance,
friendship and mnrriafe with persons of no
religion, or of false religion, have generally
been progressive steps towards apostacy on
the part of the mers professcr of religion,”
and towards coldness, uselessness and dis-
comfort on the part even of the true believer,
(Scott.) 'The history of Israel for thirty cen-
turies 1s & melancholy proof and illustration
of the text, v. 14-16." *The way of all the
carth "—death ang the grave.

As God is faithful in His promises so He
will not fail in His threatenings. As his love
is infinite, sois Ilis justice, and so is His
truth.  See Dan. 9: 12-14.

God's promises and threatenings are asap-
Ylicnble to us as to His people of old. See
Ieb. 2: 1-4.

FOURTH SABBATH.

SUBJECT : — Review — God's Mercies to
Israel, Joshua 2¢:1-18. Golden Text, Ps.
107: 8.

The last Sabbath of the quarter is always
given to review, and generally there isno
Iesson preseribed for that day, it being under-
stood that the teachers will give a summary

Warning, Joshua

. When brethren speak to us in the way
ke, because they suppose we are doing
g when weare doing right, let us not
tminate Lut make all the explauation

of the lessons that have engaged their atten-
tion during the quarter.

Dot on this occasion there is a lesson pre-
seribed, and it is really a review lesson; but




