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t-lare it is against y-our book to de so, and
otlkr great Chîristian nations not at war
are making preparations for it and are in
f car of being axuaekcd ? We, afar off, rend
and hear of your doings and beg you wvill
kcep your missionaries at borne."

TaIre them to Church.

Wien Jesus 'vas only tweive years old,
hae wvaked six:v-live miles in order to join
the company of %worshippers iii tua house
of the Lord. Cati "e for one moment sup-
pose that lie wouid flot have gone everv
Sabbath, if hae hiatt ived as near tIxe churcli
as we do? Yet we are failing inrto the
cri-or of imagining that the attendance of
children upon the regular church service is
not a matter of rnuch imnportanve. The
Ixastor surveys the congregation on Sabbath
iorning, aud mournfuliy notes the fact
that few of tixe lainhs of the flock are pres-
ent. Parents mill into tie easy habit of
not gertting the chlidren ready for ehurch,
quieting an occasionai doubt by saying to
illemrselves, "I iih they could go, but
the inornings are so short, and there is s0
muchro do. Stihlihy go toSundaiy schooi
regiarly." Anti so the subjeer is dis-
rnissed. The superintandent of the Sabliath
sehool also notes the absence of the chil-
dren from church, but look-s at ir froni an-
otiier point of viewv, and perhaps accepts it
as new proof of the importance of his on»
pos-ition.

The evil is a grear one and nactis a re-
rnedy. Public wvorslxip anti a living minis-
try are divinely institutati. If -'.e assuma
rixe responsiiîilitv of teaching oui- chiidren
to attend the gabbath sciîooi andt negleer
the church, ive takie it for granted aitixer
that tixe school is the chiidren's church,
andi the superintendant anti the reacher are
tixe childreu's pastors, or tva eut ;lie chl-
drea off from privileges belonging to tiîem
by alvine appointment, and take from the
pastor, whom Goi lias appointad, a portion
of the flock of wvhiclî Goti gave iîim the
oversight. The Sunday salîooi. is not tue
clildren's church. It is no church at al],
but a sehool, in wviich instruction is rixe
main thing and worship is but incidentai.
God's plan is to have a place and an lio:r
for wvorslxip, aîîd wo gathier ail rixe peo ple
for rixe expess purpose of %vorship. Thte
sertmon indee instructs, but aven in the
sermon the grear object is flot nxerely wo
inform, but to draw souls wo Goti, to culti-
vate religions awe, devotion, a sense of tixe
divine presence, sorrov for sin, trust la a
lîrasent Saviourjoy ii tia Lord and in the
hope of eternal life.

I arn aware that a writei of lively imagi-
nation can so das-crilie an ideal teacher us
to maIre lxim altogether superior to the
netual pastor; nevcrtlicless diat wili flot

change the divine order of things. The
church, is for the people, for ail tihe people,
rich and poor, Ilyouîîg nmen and inaidens,
old men and chiilcîxen," anti lie niust be ot
il prcsuniptuous spirit who dares to scatter
this assembly, an d say tiîat God's maescn-
ger shall speak to a part of rixei oniy,
wixen be delivers his message.

Ani direct intimations of God's plan are
flot iacking. Be co:nxnanded his ancient
people to assemble nt Ieast tiîree trnes a
,yet, from ail parts of tie land, for worsiîip,
and bring their uie ones with themi. The
tabernacle wvas eretted as a place for public
wvorship. It is called, over and over again,
"Ithe tent of the congregation." The tem-
ple %vas desigîîed to he a place of public
worsiîip ; tixitixer our Lord deliglited tu go
with bis disciples, and there the childrcn
cried, " Hosanna to the Son of Davidi."

'When we are AMorte.

Sicknibss takes us tiside and sets us alona
with God. We are taken into Bis private
chamixer, andi there Be converses ivith us
laceto0face. rixe world is afaroffoutr reisti
f'or it is glone, and we are alone with Goti.
Many are tixe words of grace and truth
wviiciî He then spenks to us. AIl our
former props are struck awny, and now we
must lean on God alone. 'The things of
carth, are feit to bc vaniry; mnan's help
useless. Man's sympathy deserts us; we
are cast wholly upon God, that we may
leara that lus praise and Ris syrnpathy are
enough. " If it were not for pain,"' says
one, IlI should spend less time with God.
If 1 liad not been kept awake witli pain, I
siîould, have iost one of thesweerestexperi-
encesI ever had iu niy life. Tue disorder
of my body' is the very Jxelp 1 want from
God; if it does its work before it iays me
in the dust, it wvili iaise me up in heaven."
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FOREXG N M.NISSIO.
St. John's Church. Halifax, Juvenile

Miss. Society, for Trinidad......$10 00
Miss INcEwen, Charlottetown, P. E.
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