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scarcely ever seen. Still mnore is this the case somtie iost astonishing blinders have beeni
in Canada. The nonetary transactions of the allowed to creep in. In the colun contaming
larger class of banks in Canada ainount to be. what is supposed to be the gross total of noney
tween five itndred millions anid a thousand in the world, there is an entire omission of sio
millions in a ycar. In all this enorinous mass millions for Russia, together with an erro" of 56
of transactions not $0oo,ooo of gold will be millions in thecolunn for Canada, and 6a mil-
handled, and often inuch less. Gold plays a lions in tie column for Cuba and Hayti. These
part in Canada of less than one in ten thousand. gross and enormsous errors should not have been

hlie clearing house transactions of New York allowed in a final revision of a work in which so
have averaged about 32,ooo millions of dollars iticli s inadof figures. îlot WC Ina> bd
for several years back, all which was settled allowed to say thar ot tire sliglitcst decorlnce
without the intervention of gold(. Teli transac- can ho îiccd on ti grealor pr of tîsese
tions of tie .ondon cleariig hotise last ycar, figures, cven where thcv arc corrcctly printct.
reduced to dollars, amouint to 35,ooo imillionss, Tlwv ire cvidently, in cases, tire inerest
and though tie gold sovereign is part of the giiosses, anI to iloso who have practical knosl.
daily currency of England, owing to the fact that o of tir subjeot, sonse of thoi look like very
nio lotes less thai £5 can be circulated, even sido guisses.
this prodigious volume of transactions was set-
tied without the intervention of gold. hlie gold
ietal is a support to currency and businsos

transactions, and furnishies the basis oni whicli E N PASA N r.
they rest, and also the standard by which they
are icasured. There, practically, its function
ceases, so far as thse United States and Canada For lsaviig tlî teiscrity to protest agaist tie
are conscernsed. It is therefore an utter deision istoriots iardiîiss tsat charactcniscs <l lica-
to imagine that there exists any iccessity to mi- ticî of tsat nîîols isuset voluse cf minerai
crease the stock oî gold in consequelnce of somle -iatisîlcs issîed hy tire Geological Sirvey, Nr.
supposedaction looking tothe future d.ionetiza-
tion of silver. For in practice îldver las long tire officor ii chargo ani drasî froîî lus îen a
becen deioncti/ed in the United Siates, and it is flood cf cour and ill-îsatured vcrhcsity. This
detimonctized both in practice and thcory in iahorcd dltiisitioii occujies a fu ccluisn i
Great Fnitain and in Canada. i tise Empùir and scîss ta have iscolvet tlî

Second : .lr. Rothwell lias committed a very j ca-lrv cf tue staff. Fron aIl we ci gather
grave lhnisdr in estiiating the bearinsg of the
use of silver il the countries of the world accord- tiîîîo as tie lrocicus Ansial Report itsel. Ii
ing to population. 'lie populationi of tise parts il sîarkles witiIe pectliar gois cf tIe
coumurich isma carry of gures, a c cf be

canre plce r nonh the grastr art of hoese

standard alone is stated to be 67 per cent Of tise
whole population of thie world. But how msuch
busiless conunerce, banking and cui rency have
tise su tindreds of millions in Chilla and India,
as compared with the msuch smsaller populationsi
of Europeian cotlisries. Great Britain alone,
switi onle-tenth of the population of Chinsa, has
ceriaiisly ait lest ten tiiiies as much in volume
of nionetary transactions. And it is not to lie
forgotten that the whole of tise baiking carried
on in these coutiries of vast population is by
British ainking intitutions; and that all thscir
foreign comierce lias to be carried on ai a gold
basis.

Mr. Rothwell's treatise: bristles wvithl misstate-

ments, nisappreiensions, and delusive ideas rc-
specing advances in tise va/ue of gold (we miglt
as well talk of the advance in weiglt of a ton),
reductions in tise rate of wages, the possible
deioralization in consequence of ais increased
demanid for gold, and other iatters, in all of
which his idcas are contrary to the exper,-
ence of the past, and to tise actual e-
velopmsents of business and finance as we sec
them in the world to-day, and the idea of a
double standard and of an international clearing
house, so-called, to maintain it * not the Icast
of these delusions.

It mssay he pointed out that in the table given
o the approximssate stocks of msoney in the world,

Joil ' ias evidently been requisitionsed to give
that sict of " twist and turn " (not tihe in-turn)

for which the learnd liL.arian is noted. 'l o us
it ias hid more thanî a passing interest insasmsîuch
as, strange to relaite, the greater portion is
devoicd to ai excecdingly minute review of our
Canadian Jfinig anuiîa/--tie number of its
pagcs, tise character of its contents, tise knsown
repuitation of its contributors, yea verily even
tise price is not forgotteu-facts, evidently

quoted to give force to the remîsark that the
Ifanuoal "il its oown sphere of utility lias ssany

excellenscies." Suici gratuitous advertising does
înot comse our way cvery day and wc are pro-

foundly grateful. 'h'lse remainder of the letter is
a fling ait Mr. Merritt, somsewhat offensive in its
persoialities. As a reply to his remssarks it is a
Ciann>/ete faiiure.

As if to justify and more fully emphasise Mr.
Merritt's casosments s, have before usfresu from
i/se press the Annual Report for i/se year tS9r,
the main feature of which, as in preceding
issues, is its rensarkable antiquity. loary and
mildewed with age, it cones to us with its
copiou's repetition of figures from Custons te-
turns, and reprints from Provincial Mines Re-
ports which, having been printed and distributed
from their original sources nearly two years ago,

are now practically obsolete and useless as an
up to daite reference. In 200 pages (incliding
ais index) we find litte that is original or of
value. Nearlyfifiy pages are culled holius.bolus
froms thse report of the Minister of Mines for
British Columbia for 1891 ; abouit t/r/y froms
Dr. Gilpin's report for Nova Scotia of the saie

period, while /en pages are given over to a re-

print of Mr. Klein's papser on tise asbestos in-
dustry read in July, 1895, before tise General
Mining Association of the Province of Quebec.
Add to these the space occupied by tue bulky
reproduction of figures copied froim the Customss's
Reports and on!e can readily syipathise with the
onerous responsibility entailed upon Mr. Ingall
and his staff which requires such "careful con-
piiation and therefore iust take longer to com-
plete and issue than those carrying less responssi-
biility." Why we will undertake to furnish hin
with ais office boy who, with little discrimination
iu the tise of his scissors and paste, will repro-
duce three parts of his last Report inside of balf
ais hour.

To the public and particularly foreign capital-
ists seeking investiuent in our mines and minerail
lands, there is a real and urgent necessity for an
official report which will provide theim with in-
formation that can he conmsercially applied. A
volume which, while reviewing yearly the status
and progress of our iniieral industries, will post
the enquirer on kinown locations in which par.

tictular niinerals are found and usay bhe looked
for in workabile quantity, the history and opera-
tions of working mines, tise iethods of working
and trcatiient, capital invested, labor and
mîachinery emîployed, cost of working, statistics
of output and exports, disposition and uses,
market and freiglits of the yoar, and other par-
tictilars of a like nature constantly souglht after
hy tihe new-coier wivtih ain eye to business. A
report based on lines soiewliat simisilar to these
would be an immense boon 10 tise country and
would be of more real service and advantiage to
the minerai operator than a bushel of such ante-
dilluviai statistical trasih as tise volume at pre-
sent before is. Doubtless there is truth in the
contentiosn of Dr. Selwyni that commercial data
is heyond tise jurisdiction of a Geological Sur-
vey. But surely one lias a riglst to look for it
froi a Bureau or Division of Mines. supervised
by a qualified mining enginseer, and equippedi
with a staff sufficiently large enoughs to acquire
and prepare it for early publication.

In thus connenting upon the Report, we de
sire it to be distinctly understood, that it is far
fron our desire and intention to cast any reflec-
ions, personally, upon the Chief and staff of the

Division of Mines and Minerai Statistics. Mr.
Ingall is well known to be a capable and efficient
officer, and is held in high esteei by his fellow
workers and the mining men of the country.
During the past year too, sore fanily bereave-
ment and a severe illness interfered greatly with
the supervision and work of his Division. We


