
THE CANADIAN BEE

came fron the aider&, which are abundant
here. I noticed a few maples grown
around houses, evidently a nursery grown
variety, that were fully in blos'son on the
first of April and these blossons are now
all gone, while the conmon soft maples
are now out. This kind would be well
worth planting. Speaking about trees,
I noticed somnelasswoods planted ii the
Spring of '95 that were full of flowers last
sunmer. These trees were about two
feet high, with few linbs, as they had
been taken froin a thicket. Surely this
is not long to wait. I believe it wouild be
better for bee-keepers to scatter alsike
than sweet clover, which is,in my opinion,
greatly overrated. It grows freely here
w'herever sowin, and the bees work on it
even after sone fr-, , but I notice they
never stay long on one fiower and don't
seemt to get mnucli honiey. I took six hives
away somne years ago in August, to where
there was about ten acres of it and they
did not improve in weiglt. I believe it
always produces sour loney ; just enîough
to amuse the bees, but not enough to give
a, surplus. I am confirmed in this opinion
by beingj told by Mr. John McArthur, of
Toronto, that List year was the worst
honey year he ever had, and lie is
surrounded with sweet clover. The
prospect for wild or Dutch clover was
never better here, ani yet I don't rejoice
at aiytling that look s like a great honey
yield, for I forsee that the price will
destroy the profit. I see honey quoted iii
Toronto at 5 cents. Where now' are the
men who raid "We e.i't have 100 nany
good bee-keepers," and that if we had
more honey there would be a good demnand
for export. Sonctimne wlien I arn in a
bad humîîor I will give those people a piece
of my mind if you vill supply Ihe ink.

I notice a long discussion in the Yankee
(I object to the word American, as applied
to any separate part of Amîerica) bee-
papers about spacers. and nails seem to
be in great favor. Surely thîey nust be
quite ii the road of the honey knife and
troublesoine in the extraîetor. W'ly not
drive staples into tIe hives, the staples
being juit .wide enough to keep the
franies the proper distance apai t ? I know
it will be objected that tie framnes could
not be shifted sideways so as to give roon
to take theni out, but I don't think tInt
would be founîd a serious objection in
practice. But, if that would not do, wlhy
not try a smnall netal button fastened witi
a screw in its centre to the ends of the
frames. When in position the button
being in a horizontal position, and the ends
meeting would keep flie frames the riglit

distance apai t. When the frames required
muoving or taking out, all that would be
required would be to pass a screw driver
or similar instrument down beveei the
franes and paet the buttons, ptrallel witl
the ends of the f rames, and they would
be ont of the way both of the extrator anid
houey knife. But I must stop. or you ill
have to enlarge the Joli- ml or the wabte
palper basket.

Yours truly,
J. D. EvANs.

A Report.

-MRis. D.wm PAPP:.

I sec iii the Marci numnber of the C. B.
J., it spoke of no one standing iii he wia
if we wanted to discontinue publisling
the journal. For nyself I would be very
sorry to sec it drop out. It is as good as
a teacher to mie. i love bees, and 1 love
to read about the way they are to be
handled. I know very little about bees,
but I hope to know more some day. Il
looking over our becs this February. I
found brood hatchuing on the 21st of hIe
nonth. Is it sonething usual or unusual

for them to hatcl so early ? There wece
only two hives at that time, and others
had some sealed brood.

In the Jaiuay numaber, G. M. Doolitile
gave lis experience of wintering bees in
siowv as not satisfactory. I don't thinik le
gave it a fair show, as nothing would be
supposed to live under 10 feet of snow.
We have wintered our bees in the snow 3
years in succession, and hlave had better
sucess than any other way. lu the
beginning of November we put wvheat
chaff cushions on top of the becs, as tlick
as the super will allow, then a boam d on
top of the cover of the hive, then a brick
on top of tlat, to keep flie wind froi
blowing off the covers. Wlîen thie first
snow cones we bank it on the t wo sIes
and back firmly. You Can open t le hive
w'hîei yon like in winter and the becs
always seeni confortable.

I tried a few hives this winît.r by
shutting half the entrance, but do not
"are for it, as there secems to be a iioistuîre
forin atthe opening, and it freezes iii ain
ice and sh1uts ont tlie air altogetier. I
lad to tlhaw tieni open different tiies.

I think Mr. He'ise is right about tle
leaflets. I think thîey mould do more good
than anything else.
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