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Conscience is your magnetic needle. Reason is your chart. But I
would rather have a crew willing to follow the indications of the
needle, and giving themselves no great trouble as to the chart,
than a crew that had ever so good a chart and no needle at all. Which
is more important in the high seas of passion, the needle Conscience or
the chart Reason 2 We know it was the discovery of the physical needle
that macle navigation possible on physical seas ; and loyalty to the
spiritual magnetie needie alone makes navigation safe on the spiritual
seas. When we find a needle in man through which flow magnetic.
currents and courses of influence that roll around the whole globo and fil
the universe, causing every orb to balance with upright pole, we know
there is in the needle something that is in it but not of it; and we may
well stand in awe of it, and refuse to tutor it. Show me a crew without
a chart, but willing to follow the needle, and I vill show you safe naviga-
tors; but show me a crew with a chart, who will not look at the needle,
and I wil show you navigators near wreck.

Give me a Lincoln, and I will trust a nation's welfare to him, for
the judginent of the leader will grow right by following al the illumina.
tion he possesses. Give me a Lord Bacon, with never so wide windows of
merely intellectual illumination, and no purpose of doing the best he knows
how, aud I dare not trust him where I would trust a Lincoln of far infer-
ior intellectual powers. You know that it is a right heart that, in the end,
makes a safe head; and the ancients used to say that the punishment of a
knave is that he loses good judgment.

To follow Conscience is to suppress no light, that is, to follow the
whole and not part of our light.

Every man does know infailibly whether he means te do the best he
knows how or not in any deliberate choice. By a primordial faculty not
derived from experience, he knows 'whether the purpose or intention
of following all the light he has exists or does not exist in his mind.

There is an ancient Book that speaks of the mischief of the suppres-
sion of light. There is a volume which says that "this is the condemna-
tion, light is come into the world and men love darkness rather than light."
All this is said in connection with the most subtle doctrines concerning
"the light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world." I fnd,
therefore, that this general view of Conscience, as something which always
pronounces it riglit to follow all thA radiance we have, and wrong to sup-
press light, coincides marvellously with the profoundest thought of Chris-


