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cnthusiastio love of flowers.entitle one to apeak, I may olaim
to be heard.

Most of the suggestions whioh bave been published on the
subject come from those ongaged as florists and scodaman in
the selling of bulba , and it thorefore seems to me possible that
the words of one who is a grower and amateur may bo of
sone value, as coming from one, who lias gained his know.
ledge by actual experiance. In a country liko our own, where
winter reigns for so largo a portion of the year, it secms very
desirable that attention should be oalled especially to the
cultivation of suoh plante as eau by thoir flowering during
the winter and early spring supply our houses with bright
blooms and sweet perfumes, and these at a low cost and light
labour.

It is easy to procure geraniums in abundance for window
culture , but how aparsa and unsatisfactory the blooms are in
proportion to the trouble they require 1 Hyacinths, Polyan-
thus Nurcissus, and other spring bulbs, furnish us with a
never failing supply of fragrant blooms from Christmas to the
end of March. Theso ara the staple of our cultivation, and
tu these the cultivator turns first; but there ara many others
equally beautiful yet not so well known.

Our first business is tu select our bulbs; in many cases we
have to leave this to the Florist from whom we purchase;
but as our friends would often prefer to make their own
secections, I would offer a few suggestions. la selecting
Hyacinths, we should look first to two things. First the
crown of the bulb: this in a good flowering bulb, should be
full and round like a domo, where there is any depression on
pressing wyith the finger, it is a sign that the bulb bas been
exhaustcd by flowering, and, i, should be rejected.

2nd. The lower part, whence the root springs, ahould be care-
fally exauined to sec that there is no sign of mildew, and
tlat the roots arc not advanced, so as to be injured in potting.

Next, regard must be had to our requirements, whether for
pots or glasses. If for the former, large bulbs may be selected,
if for the latter, we must carefully examine that the root
circle b not larger than the opening in the glasses to receive
them. I have often seen reots struggling in vain to rcach
the water, and filling the cup of tho Hyacinth glass.

iMIy own preference is to grow in pots, as the blooms are
stronger aud finer than in glasse.. t-The bulbs, too, are not
exhausted, but do well in the oWan border next season.

My potting soil I make of well rotted cow manure and
leaf mould about eue half, and sand one half, with about 2
in. charcoal dust at the bottom of the pot. This will serve
for drainage, and also supply nutriment. I fill the pot a little
more than half, shaking down but not pressing the soil. I
then put in my bulb easily but xwith no pressure, then I put
in a hiandful of soi and work it down and continue until the
soil is level with the top of the bulb. I then press the soil
ail round the bulib, being careful not to touch it again ; the pot
is filled to the crown of tlie bulb, thon shaken very thoroughly
so as to settie the bulb in the soit. I then water carefully,
and place an inverted flower pot filled with moss over my
bulb, and then put it away in a dark and cool place for at
least threc weeks, when I find some are beginning to make
shoots. One must be careful to removo all offsets as thse
take a great deal of strength from the plant.

Those in glasse.-I place in glasses filled with pure rain
water and sink a piece of charcoal at the botton of the glass.
I have found a little guano added to the water of great use
to the bulbs, but as it discolours the water, it is undesirable
,On that account, as the beauty of the roots in the water is quite
an attraction. I have found a few crystals of ammonia aiso
of great utility. Care must be taken that the water only
just touches the root. The glasses must then bc put nway
il a cool and dark place tili the glasses are filled with roots.

When the leaves begin to grow, the plants may be removod
into the liglit, and from time to time sprinkled lightly with a
hard broom.

The Polyantlhus Narcissus must b grown in pois the same
as Ilyaeinths. The covering with an inverted pot with moass
is very advantageous, as it proventa the strong roots from
lifting the bulbs out of the ground, in which case it is very
difficult to grow successfully. I have sometimes in such
cases pulverised carefully some soi], and then filling it around
the bult, washed it under the bulb. I have also tried repot-
ting, but this is so difficult and hasardous that 1 hardly
rccommend it.

For other bulbs I would recommend Tulips ; Crocus, Iris
Susiana, Narcissus, Van Sion, Jonquils ; Seilla Peruviana,
and Siberia and Cyclamen. These are ail of the casiest
culture. A few Lilies of the Japan order will complete a
most lovely collection for bouse culture.

But, some will say, I have gas in my house, therefore I
cannot grow anything Now as a remedy against gas. I would
advise to take avery morning a tea-spoonful of Spirits of
Camphor to half a gallon of water, and with a broom-whisk
sprinkle the leaves of your plants. Do net bc afraid of cold
for your plants, if only you keep them from freezing. I found
hast winter that Hyacinths kept in our drawing room, whera
there was neither stove nor fire, and which only had heat from
the hall stove, lasted longer and bloomed better than those in
a.warmer temperature ; and observation bas convinced me that
the main reason why some persons do not succeed well wvith
their Hyncinths &c is, because tbey attempt to force them
with heat.

I wish very much that lovers of flowers would do more in
the way of spring gardening-. Tis truc winter holdo its own
until it is tine to preparc our beds for summer, but by filling
beds whieh we intend fcr annuals, as Zinneas, Phlox Drum.
mondii, Verbenas, and Petunias, vith Tulips, Hyacinthis,
Naroissus, and Polyanthîus Narcissms, we can casily insert our
seedlings as soon as requisite between the other roots.

In closing this I would strongly recommend to your readers
a nnvelty which flowered with me this summer, the Hyacinthus
Candicans.

It is a lovely thing, grows about 3 feet high and is por-
feetly hardy.

If these few remarks are of any use to those who, lika
myself, are dear lovers of flowers, I shall ba glad.

EDMOND HENRY SPRING RICE.
Côte St. Antoine.

lu 1843, the Royal Agricultural Society of England beld
their annual meeting at Derby. There, my ad friend and
farm-tutor, William Rigden, cxhibited a Southdown ram,
which was so far from meriting a prize that Jonas Webb and
his brother Tom advised the owner to tic it round his neek
and to throw himself and the ram into the nearest mill.pond.
This year, however, the tables are turued, as I sec that, at
the R. A. 8 meeting, at Derby again, Rigden takes first and
second prizes for Shoarling Southdown rams ; and second,
reserved number, and highly commended, for old rams I The
exhibition of dairy produce seems to bave been very poor.

A. R.J. F.

THE WORKING PAIRY.
At the Royal Agriculural Society Slov, Derby

The working dairy at Derby is arranged in two compart-
ments In thé first eompartme.t is shown, at one end, the
Anerican and Danish systeme of setting milk. The Cooleycreamer, which was btought out in America, and first intro.
duced-in thie country at Kilburn, is now prettywell uknown.
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