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"THE GREAT HUNGRY 'DESERT."
"A vast, ]iimitless vaste, se fPat anîîd un-

broken that it looked exactly like the sen.
A quiet, as thoughî of death, reigned over
it, for not even the sligltest signi of-lifo
broke the oppressive stillness of the scene.
Neitlier the Karoo or the Kalahari deserts
in Soutl Africa ever produced on me an
impression so weird and indescribablo as
did the first glimupse of the awful Gobi,_
' The Great Hungry Desert.'

Se says Mr. Julius M. Price, the special
artist of the llutîsfrated London 1Veu's who
last year coninianded
a special expedition
across it.

This desert, as our

readers are aware,.is
in the centre of Mon-
golia, tliat compara-
tively u n k n o w n
countrÿ' lyiig be-

tween Siberia on the
north and the Great
Wall of China on the
south, and sucI re-
cent word fron it is
of inuch interest.

The niere louk of
'the dreary waste, lie
says, recalled all lie
had ever rend of dic

horrors of a lingering
death, by thirst or
starvation, which lias
so often befallen tra· ý
vellers who h a v c
b e e n unfortunate
eiougi to lose theni-
selves on its almîost

tracless s u r f a c e.
Nothing, in fact wvas
wanting te comnpete
the gloomy picture.
Even the f ai n tly
narked trail before

us was rendercdmore
casily discernible by
the bleached bones
of caniels lying hre
and there on either
side. .

So uneventful w'as
the j o u r nie y that
what would on anly -

other occasion hardly
cal . forth passing
notice, was magnified
into an important
occurrence. On the
afternoon o f t h o
fourth day out froin
the sacred city of
Ourga, we met, lie
says, the caravan of
the lonewarcl-bound
Russian, iail, dand
considering we. had
nuot seen a li vingso'ul,
except e a ch' othir,
for more than fot

.. ... . .. ..

J v1

V

eighit hours, it may bô imagined how plea-. .chango after the flatness of the plains. ''nsleep in the sushine of the East," and
surable was the meeting. The tîro con-' Right !in the very midst of these hills, "far fren the busy haunts of mnen." I
voys hàlted for a tinie ;'our Oossacks ei- nestling as it were under their shelter, to therefore persuaded Nicolnieff te liait the
'àhanged news wýith the otherCssacks, and mny surprise wra came upon a mininture caravan for a short tine, se that 1 could
eyen the Mongols hobnobbed together ; town, whiâh I hnd never even heard of have a strol around the quailt littie place,
then, with many final shak.es of thi hand before. This, I learned, was Tcho-lyr, a with my sketch-book and caiera and
and frieindly wishes, wo wcre undu.r iway, Lan-ia - 'Sdttlietneint, enitirely ilnhabited by very picaseci was I afterwarcls that I had

nc i lu.a shoit time were, once 'odre ale Mlongolsi -o" are devoting their lives to clon" s, for it nas one of the prettiest spots
on the bounaless wast religion, I v s"arn Mongolia. On a nearer inspection

Vie iiext day wo reached a -itsimga of ut %vîis' a. lovoly dlay, 4tho flnest ono %ve it turned out to ho larger than I hand first
roey hilîs-grent hleaps of huge boulders bci bci as yeti and in the stili air andi the taker it to o, ani absolutely diffent
liLy pileci around iiipicttnrcies c onfuosion, eternal Silence of the surroundings the fromi %'cat a expecte to finm , for tho quiet
and, alogether, the amine M18 A~ ircleoiine effect wis very illpressive, for it was mndccc pervadinge the strecets wfîs quite in keeping

have a oth the prxility

to the vast desert--
there Nvas, in fact,
quite the atnosphere
of religidus seclusion

andwhich one felsin a

monlastery. Pitt
w bat struck Ile inmst
mins the. wolnderful.

oi . cleanliness I sa 
ev erywhere, a iid i

adct x don't think t at, for
its siz, I ever saw
-ites equal. Every-
o ing lookoci spic

aniL a, s*loul
- w onerc cleaned care-

fully cvery dlay.
Tero ias also a
strikiisr absence of
dos, those pestr of
Iclingoi . Oaie
coulr strol about

thout being con-

tinual]y oeu . Eiry
Me, an l, Ourga.

Irstea n of a re-
nulration yf dirty

yTurts, th ro wera

triing latybsence o

w lîitew.islîcdl cet-
tages, of s osutcly
the s rn outll ard

appearanc beno
lisi orles, net su large
pe±hps, but s t Ouga
Istngely reninding
cime of nr-aày E irg-
land. ou riously

ellougfl, I ci ic net
sec aiything at ail

sutnihîtr te theni aly-
wher casc, cther iit.

MongoliaoriiClîiia';
ler could I find out
wy tni style Ef
beilding, bas exclu-
sively confinod to tme

pretty little desert
settlemeît.
Monefy fa r-a En

qute an exciteient,

ïfor noghas probably

frst eEnyingatslilaî

hat lias ever visite
the place, weih is, I
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