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silenît type.
.I hteard a touclinîg incident last summitter,

illustrative of the life-likentess witht whici
-Miss Alciao intvested lier h)oreoines. It
wts at t liîhilet in Mainle, wliere a lady,
tarrying for a ioliday rest, iad established

tiny letdiing library for the children of
the place. It lad oily a few volumes ail
told, but among tiei w'as incluld the
"Old-ftshioned Girl," and this speedilybe-
came the favoribe book, passing raptiidly
froum hand to hlnid, itd :tgerly w'aited for
by those whose turit iad not yet comle.
One pleasanit afterinoont, as the lady sat in
lier cosy little parlor, lier dainty knit;ting
on lier liqp, a bare-footed child, panting,
fliushied, excited, pisied open bte door, ex-
claiing, without oter preface : Is site
in ? Is se iii i?"

"Is wlto in " Inaturally inquired the lady.
"The Old-faslionted Girl," was the quick

reply. " I've been piaking blackberries al
day, and I've walked three miles to get lier
and tale ier home witlh mie."

"'But," said ithe lady, appreciatinîg bhe
ciiltl's htumortti-, " she's iot fit to go out again
utilI have had tinie to neid hier dress.
Seo, .my dear. The leaves are loosened
fromi ite blinditng, tand the poor Old-
fashioned Girl is in a sad pliglt."

''ll mend lier tup, if you'il only let Ie
take lier tvay," pleaded te little berry-
picke-, departing in in ecstasy to tramp
btree miles ioimeward over a rouit road
witLh Miss Alcott's book iigged to her
breast. Imagine iow sue pored over it by
the light of the eventing lamîp in the failiiy
sitbtng-rtoom

Yes, the clildien have lest a friend, and
thure is hardlly a iouseiold wiere Eiglisi
is spokein in any part of the globe in
whici Miss Alcott lias net lad ionest
moutriers aîmng the boys and girls. These
will like te kntow something about lier
life.

Louisa May Alcott was born on Novein-
hor29, 1832, in G rmntown,cPtinsylvanita. Il
Her father, A. Bronson Alcott, wras a dis- ;i
tinguisied lecturer and teacier of his time, 1eit
one of the fit-st at a period wlien school- ý1
imasters w'er very severe, ruling prtitci- k
pally by htarshmethods, te insist that d
gentleness waonicre influential than the v
rod, and te show tiat uducation should ýt
bring out the best tItat was in a chiki's pe
ntutire, not simply cran a young min d wihbli i
facts. ,d

His daugiter Louisa was born on lier m
fatiter's birthday, and itis beautiful to letrin i
thlat as ail their lives tley kept this pleas-. c
ant anniversary together the gentle angel t
of death teck thei home at altost the
saine timie. Only a day intervened bu- f
tween Mr. Alcott s death and that of the ýG
child whio iad been lis constant comtpanion sw
and tender friend during ill lier life. The la
genial and gutle philosopher, whose ideas f
lad furnisied food for thouglit te sme af èa
the mios; utminent people of the century, fli
was eigity-ninc ; just a year-old4you sec, lo
wlien 1800 caitl in. Miss Alcottis mtotier if
wras a May, t descendant of the Sewell and 4w
Quinîcy famîilies of Boston. Mrs. Alcott ,S
died in 1877, and the dtughter moe than n
over devoted liarself te lier ' fatlier -in his 1<T
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mip)is liked lier, but sie foimd teacling ititîitg uit iet tiece ii nlri;îtlcc Witi
rksoic, and fuit ier call to a wider work ierît tietties tt ite robutst il btdytid
lait coultd hc found within four walls. lit it îmu-tl, jtyotus, atd
Ier big school-rooi, altough sie did not tte. ' Att Ofil-ftsitiet cit-j'' set hii
now it tien, wras to li the vide wtorld. sfgiisas
'or, so lonîg ias site lived, the dear lady thîey otigiîb Lu bu ii 18(i9. Il Libtie Mut"
as a teacier, each of lier bookis, undler iail u i 1871. 'Aiiiitlo's

lie fuin and frolic, the record of home hap- aîieîiSis
etnings, and thebriglt conversation, liav- betietit, aiid <tc by one, cai meure li-
ng soniie moiral lesson to convey. Chil- ftt'himd tf m cor-uial weicotte, lieu pietty
rn areolinder, oru mslisi, braveri a inosediîud stirica Te ciîd-eî
iore indepeniident, througi the influence of ltttîw tit- itatîtas iy uOit-
or words. Nobotdy whito did not love suis," Rose i " Utîtieb Li-
hildren could have se understood wliat es," Sbcries, Il Jo'a
hîey ted. est.

Dîuring the civil war, Miss Alcott served lb ras a be;tifil, btave, btigit Iifc
or somie Litte as t voltinter nurse at wiiii citscî on te Mtîiiou-îiti iriti
oot-getowIn, near Washington. The worklbe datflîuiis si ktved w-ce ligiting tit
as litrd, te wahg a anxiety painful,spii. Pbby sit di
nd togebhier inîduced ait attack of typhoid tot kntu, sO sccu laid uitotîsaausttuss sut
ever, of whiclh site nearly died. Never it utpon lier bttilt, tt tbb dua-ftbe- mis
fter this was sie se st-oig as in hier ear- goît. Atd, 1 faîîy, very sweet tîtumat have
er years, wihent site laughied at the thoughtb t e stlt-pi-ise iu-li te tvo, vîose

f an aihntiut, antd could enduro great ital ives itl. buen tîs eite, tîtot fae tî
atigues iiitoit incoInventiCIce. . After the face ii bh fair land i-iete ture is tic
vai shopublished a book entitled 'Hospital dletîli, li- aty mo-e pain, ler tours, lier
kotchos," telling about her experience ii trouble.
ursing the sick and wountîded soldiers. lu pay yeur cwmî îay, te statd upoît
'htisîîsfollowed by "Meeds," aîîdiîen site ycur vl fie, te serve God, ajd love your

And beach themi teo rejoice again.

Ir 1 were a voice-a cociniriiig voice-
l'd bravel with the win;

And wlenetver I saw bti nations torn
By warfare, jealoiisy, or scorn,

Or iat.red of bteir kiind,
I'd fly, I'l fly on tie t'htnideri-craisi,
And into hLeiir blinded bosoms llash,
Anti, ail bheir evil t.lotigt,s su niied,
Id leahi tem Chistian brotherhod.

If i were a voice--aptervatd<iiig voice-
l'il seek the kintgs of earth;

l'd finld titi alone on tieir bds t n iglht,
Aiti whisper worids thab shlotnid guide bliciti

right--
Lessois of priccless worth.

['d lfly more swlft than the svifestblird,
And tell thei tihings t ltey iever htetrd-
Truths whici the ages fur ayc rpeat,
Uiknowi to bte saatesmni ati their feet.

If I wre at voicc-an iimmttortal volce-
Vd spealk in te peole's car;

Ald whieneuver thtey situited "Libetyl"
Wiioutl, deserviing Il be free,

'id titake lteir.nission clear.
L'ti fly, l'd fly 11 Ot li n viigs of day,
iebtikintg wI-oig on my wid e way,
Ati mitkintg all lie earth jic-
Ir I werc t voi-c-tii inîmortal voice.

TE~MP>ERANCE ARITHIMETIC.
Please w'orl out this probleit aid initkl

itver:-
A yotng mitan, inow 21 years old, begant to

sioke aigarebtes at the age of 14, and
smtoiitked 10 ctîts' w.orth daily. low manty
books, at $1 each, cotld lie buy wibit the
mounttey spetnt

Tie 4,000 saloons iii San Francisco take
in daily an average of $10 eaci ; how mlianîy
dolars are paid daily lit that city for li-
Iuter?

PRAYING TO A LETTER-BOX.
We are so accustomtted to the conveniences

of the potst-olie systeml in ouri country
tat we think libtle of tlemti, but to the

poor natives of India scme tof them are deeit-
ed objects of worsitip and to be propitiated
Wilh gifts:

lit une case a miat posted his letter in iteu
boxanîdsitouited outitsdestintationu, toinformit
te presiding spirit wiomi lie supposed to

bu itside.
Another native iumbly tock olfhis shoces

as lie approacied the box, went througlh
various devotions beforc and after posing
his letter, and linally p iLsote coppers bu-
fore bte box as a propitiatory offiering, re-
tiring in tbe saie attitude of hutiiility.-
Youithl's Comîjanion.

Fini-TION-" O Frank ! come and sec iow
htot my saw gets wien I rub it." " That's
bte frictionI," said Frail, with the wisdomn
of two years more than Eddie boasted.

Yus," saLid sister Mary, Who was passinîg,
it's te friction ; andit mîtakes mte thiil

of two boys wlo iere qurr-ing over a
trifle this imorining, and the mitore they
talked the iotter their bempers grew, unmtil
thoro was nle knowing what mitighit have
happened if imother had not thrown cold
water on the lire by sending them iuto
separt-o rcoms."-Chilld's Pauper. Il
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LOUISA MAY ALCOTT. loneliness. Ii 1882 a stroke of paralysis wcnt toEurope, where she.spent a year iI neighbor, are the motives of Miss Alcott's
Give us a story by Miss Alcott !" " rendered him viey dependent on her con- pleasant loitering and travel. wtrk for chikhien. She amused and enter-

like "Little Women" better than ay oter stal; cai' and ursimg, and sie gave lier- Alhougit Miss Alcott begaîn to ,write tamted bitem not only, she elevatecd and
book un ny shelf." have rad all Miss self without : stint to iinisterimig to bis whent shte 1was onily sixteen, sie waited a stinulated tein to t higher plaie and
Alcott's, books, and love ier dearly," are need. About thrce years ago, when sie gret while bcfore shu had .any marked noblerlivig. Especmialy do mnothors owe
among the frequent expressions for which was busy on "Jo's Boys," lier heaîlbli broke success. The Amy, Jo, Betl, :umd Meg of lier a debt for the commom-sense ligit,
I have learneil to look in the Cliildnre's. dowi, no doubt from overstran, and ier -Ier' Little Womn' wererealgi-s, iorself free from silly or morbid sentiment, in
letters, writes Mrs. Sàtngster in Hfper's physicians forbade lier writimg any more. anldher sisters, audthelives in the bookwore whichi sie set bite friendslips of boys and
Young People. Te sweet, true-hearted This injunction, however, was only parti- >very muci the lives whici had beon lived girls, every one- of lier boois bemig. pure,
wotman, whose death at Roxbury, Massa- .dly obeyed, for at each recurring holiday un the chteerful home hive with lier own swect-toned, and nîatiil. Ve are sorry,
chusetts, on March tli, ias ,"eclipsed the it wts lard to witistand te clamors of the :dear father and mlother. Neiither auttor witlh the children, tat she is gene.
gayety" of childhood, was, as Dr. Oliver cltildren all over the world for a Christmas :nor publisier expected a golden harvest te
Wentdell Hohtes strikingly said, the story fron their belovecl Miss Alcott; and Jfollow the appearantce of titis unpretendimig IF I WERE A VOICE.
''Hans Christian Anderson and Daniel De- wien a friend asked ber for only a verse little volume : but the childIrcn lailed it CaLa s mom.foc of Airic." T d a . or two, for charity's sake, at the Yule-tide, 'wii acclamation, and 87,000 copies wereo mn ipii- she wrote sweetly, " Tie doctors say tio; -sold in less than three years, Indeed to If I were a voice-a persuasive voice-ty heNinigdietiestebr 'i'hab; coulil lt-tiel bite ivide w'orld Lbroughi,
fty tliess in ie st n ssy s o •nY but I can deny you nothing at Christmas htiis day, altho git itituy gift d l tls have I Wvitîil ly Oi li e bea tts o w bbc ori rm ig L,

frsiîiss tndbie bucl sort f tie." "Ibub oeeupied in bte initercsb of te chl- îaklmiitîib tî-ilengt,ind u or undierhanded, whici mark hler A backward glance over Miss Alcott's dri, and tnany lovely stories have baeei Anspeto mien with agentlemight,
wvritmngs, makite themn peculiarly whlolesomne . Anld tell thiemi to be Ltue.
iid free fro taint. "She is such a good life is interesting. Wc nay fanicy htcr a -vittont for them, this ls yet in detmaid. i fly, ld y o'er lad ta sea,f e fow," said a' 'nhsit ty g ronung merry child, in the days wlen ;No juvetile librtry for nearly twenty-one wherever a hunum ht might he,fcdt, ti t. entiusitîstia boy, getîng Fblpnn Virvret lPrýiigi;le

up from an afternoon'sabsorption i "Litle little inaidens woro stout stuf' dresses in years lias beei comptjlete witout titis Tlling a tale, or sitging a song,, it feeling itat atleast one wo- iter and calico in sinniter, and were not -citariung book, wiose title was a happy In praise or i.te rigt, in btune of te wrong.
S bllabout boy nature, afraid to cliib fences, nor coast witi tlcir 1thîouglt, a real inspiration.

mni y wboridknwt allb otoys t tre i brothers. But sie vais studious too, and Sinicel867, wlen "Little Wonen"carried If I were t voice-a consolintg voice-
and sypiatiod with boys mi their trials with suci teaclers t her father and Mr. r barts by stormi, Miss Alcott has been Id fly oin bite wxings or air:
and aspirations. Every little girl whio has Thoreau, site wtuild recuive as muanty lessonts .a diligent literary worker, soldoni taking The hiolies ot sorrow and guildt 'd seek,
ever read at story of Miss Alcott s has hiadl a fro Naur asfo ok.f osl n eiue aeadfruI"dclmadtuhu oddsek
sense of cuddling close up to the author f .ot Natureas frovtt bhoks. for t'istire. Ftîuîîeetîd fortit 'l'o save tliei frot desîtmir.
md leaning agaîinisb lier knce, whîîile site At sixtecit site followed i tie footsteps tcame to lier. Ii addition to ier otair id ly, td y o'er the cwded town,
heard ler fascit.iing talk, so magically of bte New England girl of lier dtay, and work, sito ' otered the daigiter of e- And drop, like îtpy sunlight, down
did te winom voic spe thu h began to teaci scloul. No doubt lier dead sister May, lier pet and dariig, fit sutreringheiartsor men,


