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testimony of the Catliolic Church . their boasted
weformation has led them into downright infidelity .
that they are now at length become a discordant
multitude of temporizing Frecthinkers, Deists,
6.cptics and Atheists ; whosc ninds are all adrift
wntheir scveral conjectures , or staguated in the
dead pool of careless indifference.  ‘Then shall we
dnow what weapons to choose agrinst them, and
tiow to deal with them dccisively in their own
eroper characters,

in cither ; and yet in the conclusion of this same
article it is adlirmed that those whom he condemns,
are ordained to destruction and to wrath ¥R
THEIR $INS ' These last words, for the'r sins,
are ¢vidently put but as a blind, to cover the re

volting nakedness of the precedirg blaspliemy .
but they refute at the same time the whole atvoci |
ous assertion , and upsct the whole fabric, whidl

they so awkwardly prop. For, il those orduined
to destruction and to torath, are so ordamned jbr’
their sing ; then their sins are the cause of their!
‘doom; and not the undiscerning and capricious|
decree of the Creator, It follows hence, by pari-i
'Iy, that the fuith and good 1orks, and persever-,
ance in them of the chosen in Christ, are the cause
iof their bappy election. This is just what Christ,
('bimsclf assures us, If thow will cnter into Iife,'
‘says he, lecp the commandments. Matt. 19, xvii.!
land again, whosocver shall persevere unlo the end,
he shall be saved.—Matt. 10, xsii.

Those believing in this predestinarian doctrine,
need care nothing what faith they hold, or what
conduct they pursue. It were folly in them, from
any higher motive than human consideration, to
;practice virlue, or abstain {rom vice : for nothing
'of theirs, as they imagine, can any waysaflect their
future fixed and predetermined fate. ¥ere is fur-
nished by the enemy of all sanctity a lulling spell,
to calm the alarm of every guilty conscicnce :a
soothing salve, to deaden the pain, and bluntthe in-
ward thrilling string of that worm, which, if not kill-
ed intime by repentance, never dies : a sovereign
antidote, in fine, againstall the wholesome horrors
of remorse. Can the encmy of God and man car-

XX
OF PREDESTINATION.

Not content with having led themselves far be-
yond the precincts of christianity ; and urged then,,
one might think, to the ne plus wlitra, the very
slinost vergoe of incredulity : the spirit of crror ; as
ot to shew how far he can decoy from wisdom and
truth, all those, who have once taken him for their
&uide ; has brought them yet farther ; and placed
&hem on the very outside brink of irreligious blas-
phemy. There pointing in triumph at his sad ex-
@loit, he mocks tho pliant folly of the heaven fa-|)
vored race ; and boasts his sway acquired over the||

aind of fallen man, the moment he enters with him
on the mazy path oferror. He has induced them
&ofenmly to declare, a2 proclaim it as their sworn
dnlief, that Almighty God saves or condemns his||
creatures according to his mere caprice; not in]
consideration of their free obedience or disobedi- ||
ence-1o his well known commands; but becausel|
é12 willed from all eternity certain individuals to be
€aved, and the rest to be damned ; God, say they,
&rom all eternity hath predestinated unto life those
fc.lzom ke hai.h clw.s e1in Christ, without any fore- ry his delusion farther : or the blindfolding spirit of
N ight of their faith, or goud works, or p CrSeverance)| wrror conduct to 2 more frightful extreme? Yet,
“n cither ; and l{:c 7est.he hath passed by ?rda.mmg !such is the detestable princi:lo, which every Kirk
$hem Lo destruction and to wrath for thc.: T sins.— ‘of Scotland minister must swear and subscribe to,
The number too of those so forcordained s, sofized Ibefore be obtains a licenee to preach
and determined, that it can neither be increased nor . ‘ h t
But, in order (o shew, besides the impiety, the
)palpable absurdity of such a hideous doctrine ; we

duntnished. See the Scotch Confessionr of Faith.
Is st pussible for tho original templer to lead : " ¢
&nan fuither into error and blasphemy than this? Os '“h“" supposc a case neither impossible, nor un-
<an he, with all his seductive power, induce any of  €OmMON. )
war race endowed with reason, toadopt a princi- A Predestinarian rc!u_rmng].omc late and Jrunk,
ple so contrary to what reasun most clearly shews,, alter supping with bis friend ; Lappens, in Lis recl-
<aat God, who is sfiniiedy just, as well esinfinitely |iug mood, to tunuble jnto a ditch. 'I"here, immere
€oud, must reward or condewn his creatures ac-j ¢d in mud and mire, ke consvles himself with the
cording to their deserts.  This is the accusing plea ; fulluwing judicious reflections : God, says ke, from
of Satan and his fallen host against the justice ofy,all efernity hath ordained whatsoerver comes to
‘heir creator, for having cast them forth, and pass ;and, whatsocver he hath foreordained, must
Jclivered them over to eternal tormienis . and all, necessarily come o pass. Then this mischance of
those adopling it as anarticle of their fanh, inb.be :minc, which Aas come to pass, was forcordained,
thus a kindred feeling with their unblest inspirers. |, aud thereby unavoidable.  But ke has also forcur-
Atsuch a doctrine the common sense of any hea-; dained whatsoever shall cometopass, Now it must
len would recudd . and yet this s the doctune of  come o pass that eilhcr' I shall risc out of this
ihose stiling themiselies refurmed chrestians, ouryditch, or that T shall lui here. I!‘ then he -lms
saodern Cathari. Purdans, or the pure. Thus, . foreorduined thiat I shall rise out of it ; out of it I
23 Saint Paul avers, does i very devil transform |, am sure to risc, witheut any troublesome effort of
dimselfinto an Angel of Ligit. 2 Cur. xi. 14. ‘my own: for whatsoever God hath forcordain-
It is remarhable here how caror refutes itself. | ed, must come to pass. DButif, on the contrary, ho
SENTITA EST INIQUITAS si81.  [aiguily hath 3hus Sorcordmned that I shall lie bere ; were it not
Bclied hersclf Ps.20, xii. YU is declared in this( vain for me to strive to risp ; since, whatsoeye~ G’qd
#orrid aclicle of the Presbyterian faith, that God“lmlh Jurcordained, muat.mccskan’lq come {0 pass?
saves or condems bis croatures, without any fore- "I‘hls is good Presbyterian reasoning ; and yet,
esght of their fuilh, or good works, or pcrscveranchwhocx‘cr in such a case cauid use it, would be con-
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{sideredl entively outof his scnscs.  And should L
lake no further slepsto save himsolf, it is quitc ¢

vident that ho wou{‘d tic so, till he per.shed,

. But th~ supposed cnse of the drunk enthusiasi
is the veal case of the Predestinarion.  For he too,
drunk with the fumes of false wisdem, and reclitg

wide frum the path of truth and righteonsness, whew
happeaing to fall into the gulf of sin, makes not the
least cffort to extricate hissolf from his perilous
situation ; but continues thus reasoning on, till he
is surprised at last by death eternol.  Yet might ho
well have escaped his misfortune, lad he but ex

erted himself to get out of his wretched plight; and,
instead of rensoning himself out of his scuses, done,
as St. Poter cxortsusall to do. I%se diligence,
says he, by good works, to make your calling and
eleclion sure.—2 Pet. 1, x,

XXX{,
OF TRADITION.

Protestants reject the traditions, or the oral testi.

mony of the universal Church ; and consider them-
selves bound to believe notliing but the woritten word,
or Scripture : and this stil in difect contration (a
that very scripture, which they own themselves
bound to believe : forin it they read the Saviour’s
formal declaration : He, who will not hear the
Church, let him be unto thee as ¢ Heathen and «
publican. Matt, 18, xvii. But, say they, he bids
us scarchthe Scriptures. He did indeed bid
his enemies, the Scribes and Pharasees, search
{the  Scriptures; as, like our Protestants:
they prided themsclves in their knowledge of the sa-
cred writings ; without iowever understanding them
propetly ; since they recognized not him for the
Messiah, whora these writings s0 clearly pointed
out. Search the Scriptures, says he to them ; for
in them you ihink to have life everlasting : and
these are they, which bear testimony to me. Johh
5, sxxix, He did not say, +n 2em you have life
everlasting ; for, itis clear, they had it not, as

they remained incredulous, though they bad the

Scriptures ; (and, like our Protestants, misinter-

preted them :) bt in then. YoU THINK 10 have bife
everlesting :that which the Chureh, with similar
propriety, and for the like purpose, stiil addresses
10 her Scripture searching adversaries. Did these
search-the Scriptures, with minds open to convic~
tion, they would find in them that tve are command-

cd to hold as firmly the unwritten, or traditional
word of God, as the written or Scriptural one,

Stand fast, says Samt Paul ; and hold the traditions

which you have learned, whether by word or by epis-

tle. 2 Thess., xiv. Fuith, saysthe same Apos-

tle, comes by the hearing : Rom. 10, xvii. not then

by the reading . For the yeading, with leavo for

all to intepret, even the things whichare hard to be
understood, cxposes, according to St..Peter, the
unlearned, and unstable to tcrest the Scriptures (¢
their own perdition . 2d Pet. 8, xv. and hence he

affirms that no prophecy of Stripture is of private
interpretation, 2 Pet. 1, xx.  Qur Saviour com-

mands us to_hear liis lawful Paslors, as we would
even himsqli’,i,;ﬂg 1who hears you, says he addresss

ing them, hearsme, §¢. Lake 10. xvi, Butto

1{xear them is not fo ;edqi_ s.dor, as we have scen a-

lové, md-as Saint Paul affirms, the ltter kills, if
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