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= BY THLE IREV. B. SHIEIL0OK.

TiHE old Romish notion of supererogatory holiness, like 'most
of the errors o£ that system> is but a Satanie exaggeration of a
precious trâth. That trutifis seen in the -wise arrangement of
Divine P-rovidence, by whioh soine men are, formed ad endowed
witb. grifts and attributes of holy character, whieh seem, more
than. are necessary for their individual salvation. For sueli men
are. thus. :enriched, not for themselves alone, but for -the good -of
the many, whose path is iliumined by the superior Iight wiiicli
they reficet- from, the grTeat San of the moral universe.

It is not much to be wondered at, that in. those ages; of religions
darkne3s which passed over Obristeudom during the urthindered
sway of an unsurupillous priesthood, prodigies of sauctity should
not only be elevated by popu1ar feeling tothe position of medi-
atorsi, but should be credited. ih au -excess of menit wv.ih the
Ohurcli miglit tara to, good account in aiding the salvabion o?
ochers. The authorities o? the Ohurch declared inany o? the
commoaplace and undistingruishied Ohristians o? every locality
and generation to be fit for heaven ;--r-for what use then, men.
wvould skis the much greater holiness of some, if not to be,
utihized in that way ?

Happily saved froni sucli fa]sity, we yet joyfulIy recognize the
fact, that the liead of the OFLurch does not leave us to be ediaied
oaly by the letter of the Bookc, and the indispensable virtues o?
*ordinary Christian life, but ha one place he -cals- forth a Saul, head
and shoulders above his brethren in spiritual. stature, t>hat a whole
people may be led to moral victory, and in another he. eudows .a
Samison, whose spiritual inight proves itself by the saving of
91heaps upon heaps» of the aliens from, the grace. o? -God, and the

* We pIurpose illustrating in tis Magazn thloctrine of the Hîgher Chrj.s-
tian Life, by remarkable exemplifications of its power, ratxer than by didlactie
tieatIses. in pjusuancé of this desiga the accomnpanying 'biogràphical1 sketcht,
.as well.as.others.which have aliadyappea,*his been prepared: .& 6opp-ot-
-tmitym~ay offer, others of siMilar charaCter Willhereafter Zýppear.-ED.


