
iVe? Jupa .

Wlien Commodore Pcrry emptied on1
shore hlis slîip-load of presents, and
ainoîîg thien the miniature railroad

ain, iu thecir delighit the people
would straddle across the cars and
sit downi on Liieni, eraqzy to get a
ride on the train, wliere they eould
not get in, along tie littie traek.
Thiere carne a criize for everythiing,

fein; te called for teachiers
from America and Europe; thiey
sent thieir youing mien and young
wvoinen by the scores to be educated
hiere, andl did flot stop in aff'righit
as China did after ma.king, the saine

1)-rnning. It is aniazing- ivhat a
revolution lias been mnade in the
wlhole hiabit of thie thouglits of the
peopl .e in a generation. It is enougli
to give serlous thought to people
that mnake so mnuch of' the influence
of heredity on habits of thoughit.

',lI a few years ive hiave seen ol
* preju(lices dissolved, old civilization

utterly discarded, and a Chiristian
civilization adopted in its place.
.Japzan lias a constitutional, inoarclh,
withi a parliaînient and representa-
tive rninistry like Great Britain. It
lias as lrea railr-oad systemn in
proportion to its territory as the
Uniited States; it has quite as good
a sehjool svstemn, reaelîing fromn the
krndergarten to the university; its

*post-oft.,ice dcpartment is admirablv
cond ucted, «and cverv body now knows
that its inilitary ,aflatirs are xîîanagcd
with great wisdorn and patriotism
and hionesty. If ever thiere w,"s a
nation entitusiastically- patriotic it is

* Japan. It lias the Red Cr'oss attachi-
ment to its mnilitarv service under
the Geneva rules and under the
sanction of the laws of tie Empire

Somnething thiat wc cannot boast
of in tlic United States. Its students
of phiilo-zophiv and science and medi-
cine rank %vith the best, and 've sec
all the enthusiasm and devotion
wicili belong to the birth of a new
nation.
* But not a Christian nation. Ten
Y'cars agro our missionaries -iere
savi ng tliat it lo(>ked as if .Japan

would becorne Chiristian before the
end 0f the century. But there camne
a chîlling, frost; and foi' the last
two or thiree years tiiere lias been
v'ery littie advance in thc nunîber
of converts. Thcv luive clone well
thiat thiey have hield thieir ow'n.
There lias grown Up with the pa-
triotismia feeling of pride, flot to sav
vauity, whici hiais mnade the Jap-
aîîese say thut nowv thiey hiave lcarn-
cd ail the West lias to teacli, and
thiat tliey will develop hcereaftei'
along their own hunes: that if tliey
c.a.n tliey will reforrn the old Budd-
hiism of tlieir coinnmon people or thîe
Confucianisin or Slinitoisni 0f the
uapper classes, making 0f it a purer
and a better faith wlîiclî sliall
absorb aIl the etmical teachings of
Cliristianîty, vei'v mnch as thie
Bralinio-Somaj lias attemptcd to
reform thîe old Braliminismi 0f India.

," Vliat thme resuit will be we
canuiot yet tel], except that we
believe thiat our Chiristian faith lis
tlhe Spirit of God, wvitli it and will
prevail. But, mneanwlIfle, for soine
years tu corne we shiah sec thîe great
experiment tried of a great nation

whcîdoes flot profess to be Cliris-
tian, whîosc religion is becorningI
sinipîr a systemi of ethies. WVe
shahl learni liow thioroughly a Clîris-
tian civilization eau lie ingrafted on
a non-Cliristian or' a pagan faitli.
And if, as now secins probable,
China shall fe the impulse wliich
Japan lias given to lier, and shiall
hierself speedily accept the Christian
civilization of thîe \\est, tiiere niay'
be, two such powers a generation
lience.

",We believe that our Chîristian
mnissionaries have foir the mnost part
acted very wisehy in Japan in thiat
they have taken pains not to antago-
nize the Japanese national feeling;
anid it inay even ho a question now,
or very soon, whicthier in the interests
of Cliristianitv itself the forejigu
inissionary force tlicrc' shiould flot
be reduced. It is greatly to be
lioped thiat Japan, w"licl lias thins


