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WilI's Mountain Gap, appears to magnificent advantage a~s the
threshold is approachied. On either band the cliffs tower into the
elouds, their 1 nes broken. by ponderous, ledges of rock over which
biang trailing vines, and fr=n wvhich jut lean, lank and almost
leafless pines. On the very edge of one of the highest o? these
projections some courageous band bas planted an observatory,,the
framework of Which from below seemed too frail to support the
weight of a child. A ýecular formation o? rock demnonstrates the
violence ol the volcanie action that threw kt into its present posi-
tion. The jaggedness of its edge led to its name, ccTiue Devils
Baekbone.'

For mile upon mile the road fQllows a ledge eut into the
niountain side, and from. here the passenger looks away down
upon the wh irling rapids. The way through the Youghlogheny
Valley is one of curves and long, sweeping turns, which open up
new and wilder views o? ail that is fasc-iating in Nature in the
way of mountain and valley, and forest, and river. Rie mnust be
a -writer of inarked power who could bring theý sigbt to the fuil
realization o? the reader. A.11 along the vaIi.ey the mountains.
which hem it in restriet the waters until they increase in fury
sufficient to burst any ordinary barriers. Many o? these ponder-
ous boulders have tumhled thousand c? feet to the beds of the
stream, and are almost mountains in tbeinse1'ezb; others have
so long heen suhjected to the actr ' t" he, water that dîeir edges
have hbeen rourded to a symrtetry o? fü-m closely'. ass&iiiilating
the wôrk of man. Graduall3 the aspect of nature grows in a
measure less wild, and valleyý, are introduced, gi,7ing the s'.ýene
somethîng of a pastoral appearance.

Near Ohio Ryle, the Yu)ugLiogheny rushes and txtmbles tem-
pestuously over the ledge of rocks to the granite masses below, a
distance o? nearly a hundred feet. It is no punly, trickling stream>.
but the tremendous cataract, flve h undred. feet across, that dashes
against the projecting rocks in its descont and flies offin l fantastie
shapes o? spray. The whole body o? the Yougliogheny here-
pitches over the precipice, and to, say thai it seerùs to boul with
rage, or that it writhes and fumes to a white heat, is to express.
but feebly the whirling cauidron below. On one side the mnoun-
tainis exhibit a sheer height of hundreds of feet, and on tbec her-
is a roinantic, old miii, age-worn and moss-covered.

A moonlight ride through this romantie, valley is a delightful
memory. The peaks seemed to stand ont to trebie their ordinary
propôrtions as the silvery rays announced the approaching disk.
The phantom clouds anon glided athwart ber pale beams; and as.
the empress of the heavens rose to ber zenith the palpitating-


