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the neighboring republic. For our chair for himeif, and only allows
own part we think it is better under those members to occiipy Wardens'
the oircumstances to let well enoughi Positions W11o would not become lis
alone. Too inucli le gisiation is 1 o*PPoflents, or candidates for the dis-

trznction of the East. I have in myneither necessary nor advisable-in i nind's eye Masons who wore Masters
fact we have too much as it is at pre-. of their respective lodges year after
sent. year, and when, after they had de-

.006 stroyed ail interest in the Iodge'8 wel-
REMINISOENCES 0F A SEORE- fare, hud, 80 to speak, driven away

TARY. good mon, and ail those wio, were
_____ambitions for office and wvho hadl

SECOD SRIESxo.helped them and stood by them and
SECOD SElES-O. ~by the lodge, and thereby createdl a

Webster, in the unabridged diction- void and a scarcity of good material
ary defines "-Expediency-The quai- for officers, and then upon at last re-
ity of aiming at selfish or inferior tiring from the East, the J.odge is-
good at the expense of that whieh is compellid to takze np either some old
higher; pelf - interest, Self - Seeking, Past Master, or some Warden who
often opposed to moral rectitude." frequently wanted to, be, Master be.

Yet expediency is an important 'fore, but lad been prevented by the
factor in our every day life, as -we:l iaforesaid selfish autocrat, and then,
as Masonically, and in the nominat- if the lodge is not succesaful, as it
ing conventions of both politicai) por. seldom eau be under the circum-
ties the word is often applied. Our i stances, the ambitions Euler poinlts
party leaders do no inquire is he hon- to his administration, a-ad says: " ýSee!
est, is he capable, and is lie worthy 1 eau run this lodge as nobody else
,of the distinction we are about to con - can," forgetting that he himeif had
fer upon him? but ratIer "can we brought abount this state of affairs.
elect hiim?" What strengtli can he He lad made a wiiderness and called
bring to the ticket? and what good it iParadise. Hie was ail the time de-
will it be to us to have him elected? stroying thc usefulness of his lodge
and thus too often inferior men are and the interest of thc members in
selected, simpiy because they are its welfare, and StiR calis this suc-
available. Sometimes thocze persons ccss.
nonentities, and therefore have few are Very often some illiterate, brother
enemies, or they are unscrupulous, has slippcd into a Warden's chair,
and resort to, evcry expediency to at- and straightway feels himself entiUed
tain their ends. Ito become Master. It is trucheknows

And too often in our lodgcs it is thc ritual (and knows nothing else)
found expedient to, select men for ohig0fMsnclwouse;ia
office who sliould have rcmaiued as not the slightest executive ability, nor
floor merubers. Sometimes it wiIl oc- any knowledge or aim at the bigler
cur that there is a lack of interest; and nobler tenets of the Institution!,
cither nobody desires the Mastership but hoecau rattie off, parrot-like, the
or those that are the :moýt auxious entire "work." Hie must not le in-
are the least qualified for it, and then tcrrup ted, or cisc lie is obligea to
members, aithougyh tbey wish only commence over again where the ini-
the good of tIe lodge, will consent to terruption took place. You miglit as
any inferior member taking the chair. welI cati an Italian organ-grinder a
In some cases the personal ambition musical genius, because lie grinds
of one man wili kill off or dcstroy ail out the finest operatie airs; and. yet
interest in lodge affairs. Hec will Ibretliren wiil come to thc lodge, hear
constantiv plot to secure the Master's Ithis man repeat h:ý "tlessons," and,


