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an accomplished andll unchangeable fact. This is reougnized palimen-
tary practice, and I sec no reason why it should not be pursucd in the
proecedings of Masonie bodies.

6. The first etect of a motion for reconsideration is, that during its
pendency the operation of the original motion is suspended. Thus a
resolution having been adopted to execute a certain act, and a motion
to reconsider thut, aet having been made, the act cannot be executed
until the motion for reconsideration lias been disposed of.

7. The etlect of the motion to reconsider, if it is carried, is to place
the original proposition in precisely the position it occupied a moment
before its adoption. We are not carried baek to the forni of the original
proposition when it was first introduced, but to the form whicl it iad
assumed at the time that the final vote on its adoption was taken.
Thus, we will suppose that a resolutwn hbas been proposed, w'hich we
vill catl A; to this B lias been olïered as an amendment, so as to give

it the form of A B; and to this again another aniendment, C, bas been
proposed, so as to make it assume the forn of A B C. Botli amend-
menits being carried, the vote is taken on the proposition in its anendel
form A B C, and, this being adopted, a motion for recon-
sideration is made and carried. Ngow, the effect of this will be present
to the assembly fir discussion, not the original proposition A, b>ut the
proposition in its amended forni, A B C. The motion for reconsidera-
tion applies not to all the preliminary proccedings, but only to the final
vote. :o, in parliaientary practice, vhen a bill has been rend a third
time nnd passed a motion fbr reconsideration, if it prevails, places
the bill in the position of having received its second reading, and
not the iirst or the second, but only thle third reading is brouglit by the
reconsideration beforo the house to be again acted upon-

S. Whein the motion for reconsideration lias been carried, the origi-
nal proposition to be reconsidered comes up immnediately for action.
It mnay be discussed, (if it is a debatable question,) amended, postponed,
laid on the table, or subjected to any other operation to which it was
hiable during its original passage. And the effecct of a successful motion
for reconsideration is sueb, that even if the original proposition were
not thon before the assembly, but, laving being adopted, other
measures lad been acted on, it comnes up imimediately for action. In
Congress it voild at once take the place to wlich it belongs ini the
general order of business, or vould go over to the next day on which
business oftlie same description would be in order. But in a Lodge,
whose session seldom exceeds a few hours, no such niecty of arrange-
ment can be observed, and the discussion of the proposition ordered to
be reconsidered must inimediaiely follow upon the vote for reconsidera-
tion.

Ail that, lias been said in this chapter refers to the reconsideration of
motions or rezolutions. The reconsideration of the ballot is an en-
tirely different tling, and will forn the subject of the succeeding

, clapter.

The Grand Lodge of Tennessee has decided that non-affiliation does
not deprive a brother of his indi,;idual rights as a Mason, but only of
such additional riglits as are acquired by'Lodge menbership, while it

urges alliliation as a duty. It also reconmends that the Grand Master
gives lis offieiai op inion on no question except suci as actually exists
before some Subordinate Lodge, and which bas been certificd to him.
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