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THE AUSTRALIAN RABBIT PLAGUE.

[Fromî the Piulsburg Dispalch.]

A gentleman wlu spent several years ils Au-
trainuand is recent fr om thsnt Continent, said
tu mile yesterday : 't The rabb.t plague is the
1>ost inportant question Lefore Atistralia to-
lay. On tie sheet stasuin in Victoria where I

senMit a t-air there were nso le-a than tueity.six
acres sib-olustely given over to tie rabbit ai--
rens. Shooting themt > foo expensive a tsxtur.u,
poiwoini theis I-reeds a noiguie stenehs whici
:s isost tÎltnngeroilq to lihealtht, weasels do nlot
clean up their work properly, and as vet no
really feéasitle reiedy hn been asuggested.

lI wans struck; witi tle coiscidclîice ini one
rep-ect of the habits of tise rabbit in Au.straia
w.ti t hose ot'tiejack rabbit of Colorado. 1 hald
een tie jack rabbit, thes owi and the rattle-

sisuske gettsg along nieely sm partisersisip i
COuloras o, ani I was surprised to fien t lie trio
duia bIsmess ait tie saise stanI in Victoria.
I supposP the As-tralian snake, as tise rattler
does in Colorado, draus for its share of the pro-
lits tihe votung ot tie rabbit. Wliere th owl
il 'rive' 1mV benelit fren its strange alliance
Ias never been explained to iy), satistaction.

"I reimeiiber," continued the Australian
ti-aveller, " one awfuilly but day in Victoria I
vas riding alongside of one of the gigantic rab-
lit warrens. The rabbits were iyng out at,
tie smsoustihs of their liles, sleeping for the
iiost part. Acrosa tise wihite bell of one of
tliei I nioticei tisat a big snake, -or 10 feet
long, wvasstretched. Ralbit and snake were
asleep. The snake wvas enjoyiig the cos-
bimed heat of the rabbit's body asnd tise sins
rays. The Austrasan who acconpaned sme
tld nie tiat probably the sssnke-whieh was
nlot of tie sort whici fortm partnsershuips with
other anmals--had selected tiis rabbit for lis
fsseal at a Inter hlour. The rabbit wotild sleep
comfortably on unconsciosus of his doom uit
evening, and then on awakening would be ro
paralyzed with fear theat the esnake would hlave
hsirdily to offer a word of explanation about
being sorry to eat suchi a comsely and well.con-
ducted rabbit. Itwould be all understood Iy
both parties at once. But we left the pair
sleeping, with po.ibly fresh cabbages flittimg
thrugh the rabbit'tsdreans..wrapt brain."

SOMETIING LIKE A PEDIGREE.
A Scotchman and an Irishman were disputing

about their respective ancestries. Said Sandy.
" %an, whenMoses was leadin' tise Israelites tac

the Promised Land, ma forbears, tie M'Buckies,
were big fowk in Strathscone."

qs that ait yez can boast about?" exclaimed
Pat,who vas possessed of rather "advanced" ideas.

- Bedad, I can trace my family-the O'Dhus-
deens-roigit back througi tihe bronze age, the
stone age, an' no age as, ail. I'm not donc yet, I
cas prove tint, after tihe great evolutionary pro-
cess, tie first O'Diutdeen was3 the cloimax or
human complateness having been diviloped ov a
special and shspairior brade of monkeys.

A solemn-looking fellow, with a certain air of
dry humour about the corners of his ratier sancti-
menions moutb,stepped quietly,onc afternoon,into
tie iailoringestabishmentof "Cali and Tuttle,"
Boston, and remarked to the clerk in attendance,

I want to tuttile."
S% tint do you Incal, sir?" inquired the aston-

ihAed official.
" Weil," rejoined lie, "I want to tuttle . Noticed

your invitation over the door, se J palled, apl
now I should like to tuttle."

Hfe was orderods to leave this es4bli4hpienst,
Uhich lue did witia loqk of angry wpnder rurpb-
ling thlat it scetred deuced hard lue couI n't be
allored to tcUIle after an express invitation. Pro-
bably h supposed ' tuttle " to be Bostonian forfi Fft ldi

-~ s

I VP . TE.Er.:A sEnt Iy " Iarry,"
IL asks Ie to go to the Beach,

A n i the eloquent lines before me
Flatter and urge and b1esecch.

To the Beach 1 - witl its briglt buioyant break-
ers,

Witi its stretch of smnooti narbile.iike
sandss,

With it; murmur and rs-tie of runance
That the heart bears and quick iider-

stands !

To the Beach I-wiere tihe fluctuant waters
Throb iii tini to tie beat ofour hearts,

Where tie tenider-Ikeyed nsneic of ocean
Shall seen of our being a pat 1

To tie Beaci-wiere we'il gather tie seaweed
And sit on tise sand in the sus,

Beueath msy red parasol shnded,
Till tie glury of dayliglht is done'!

Tu teic Beath! % iere ne'll iatch 'er thi
hecaving

And treniislusb breasst uf tie aa,
The moon as she rises in beauty,

And lights pte my larry ansd mie i

To the Beach i!--, the note is suggestse
01 dsimner and Posmssserv fizz-

But his first naisme is ail tiai he's signed iere,
And I don't know which.lHarrv t isi
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A MAIL CARRIER ATTACKED BY
SIIARKS.

A despatch (o the Ncw York leralid, dited
Jackosvillç, Floridas. -The dread uf the
mai carriers on le Fliorida sth-east coast
are the Hillsboro and Nev River itlet-, which
haveto becrossed by smtail boats. Ieretiie dark
wuîter ot thev la esriules emspty into tise Atint sc
w%-siteh :eissendous force at this seauosn,ansd ilt lie
octale is rougis tie smeetssg of tie cross cur
renst produces lseavy ndl danigerous sens
Sharks of tie liercest kmsd li tie inlet'
James Ei. Hailsilton, the mllail.carrier fromt
Misannes to Lake Worth, was ais athi tic yoing
sns, and carried tle light muail on his qlsotil-

ders, walking the entire di.tance, 75 muiles, on
thle teach. le left Luke Worth oni Tiiesaisy,
mii tie msiorniiig, and ihotsld have reacied Ref-
ige Staion, 25 miles distant tiat afternoon.
Lai e it night a fiserian naied Warng
came to the station und told the story of Ias-
sito.i's horrible deats. Wariing was about
one ialf-inile fromt Iillboro Ilalet wies lie
saw laililtonl get into his boat to cross. H1e
noted tiit the stIuks were about in isal -ti
iiumssbers, and just as ladlton reached tise
centre of tie crossing, a linge onste drove at the
boat and bit a piece0 of the gHanswse. ias-
iltoin -truck at tise sharks, but nothing coutld
drive tisen oir Soon both oars waere bitten in)
t wo, and then the tierce ti"ers of the eea seemi
ed per'fectly ravenous. ' tore at the boat
ssapped at one another, and the water for %rds
arousnd wss dved wsti their blood. The boat
began tofill,'asîd the sharkie, scenting ticir
prey, redoubled theirdashes. Hamilton stood
on tie nusddle seat as if stipefied, glaring at
themt. Looking up and seesig Warisg, hie
cried out to huis, but in vain. Even as lie
shouted a huîfie -hark dasled up and hîit the
partially fill boat a treiendous blow, throw-
msg Ilitiilton out into the inidst of the mson-

btere. A ury uf agony vas hseard as lie went
down, and tise devourers hadl imis pieceineal
befure tie hurrur-stricken spectator could take
in the full ieasure of the tragedy. As soon
as Waring recovered lis senses ie went to the
station and told of the affair. A searching
party went out at once, bt noting was found
save the remniantbsol the boatcast un the shore.

COSTLY CARELESSNESS.
[Froms the Sarannah (Tenn.) Courier].

We regret very musch to learn of the misfortiune
of our triend J- W. Burks, of Nixon. On last
Wednesday niglt lie was cousnting out some mon-
ey to pny over to G. W. Grisian, of Newburn,
and, having finishied, left the money on tie table
where a candle was burning, and stepped into
anotiser room to get a rubber to put on his poc-
Xetbook, ns] when he retusrned be féuni thaist the
candle hai fallen over sand consumsied the money
which amounted to $1,200.

THE PRICE OF LOVE.
Why, cruel maiden, why so bent

To vex a tender heart?
To gold and title youî relent,-

Love throws in vain lis dart.

L.t glittering fools in courts be great,
For pay, let armies move.

Beaity should have no other bait
but gentle vows, and luve.

If on those endless clarmns you lay
The value that's their due,

Kings ar themselves to poor to pay,
A thousand worlds too few.

But if a passion without vice,
WVatihonst disgusse or art-

Ah, MIyra? if truc love's your rrjep,hold it i my hcart


