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on " Wrong Tcndcncies in our Scho.l Sys-
cm." Amongst thcsc Mr. Jnhnston cnum-

crated (t) the introduction of politics; (2)
ccntralization whici intcrfcrcs with the
liberty of thought and action sr> necessary
to improvcmcnt in our schnnl systcm; (3)
subordinating the intcrests ni the Public
School to thosc of the ligh School. The
public sclinol is and should continue to be
the collcgc for the vast miajority of our
children. aud the public school tcacher tlicir
only professor; som- suljects should be in-
troduccd Jater in the scholar's course than
Jhcy ire at prcsent, or thrown out altogcthcr,
and cthiers, all important for tlicir intellectual
training, and the performance of the business
of lire. should rcccivc more tine, attention,
.and reitcration, to iake our pupils intelligent
citizens. (4) The tendcncy of the introduc-
.ion of a system of routine at the expense of

the individuality or both teaclicr and sclolar,
espccially the former, whiose crentive and
administrative lhcultics have no ncans of bc-
ing dcvclopcd ; and whose force of charactcr
under such a systcm lias littlc opiportunity of
moubtling the plastic dispositions of those
whose training lie is rcponsiblc for. (5) The
tcndcncy of attaching undue inportance to
examinations. Mr. Scarlett, the Inspcctor of
Northumbcrland, fnllowel with a short ad-
d rcss.

On Friday, NIr. J. AMcGrath cxplained lis
inctoiit of teaching *'Perccntagc," and ir.
Knigl-t dealt with Algcbra, dwelling princi-

pally on the importance of Synithcti:: Division.
Mr. Scrvi-e took up the subjcct "Errors in
Teaching," and the discussion on it was sus-
tainied by «Messrs. Scarlctt, Stephenson, and
qthers. This was the concluding work of
the mieeting.

CONTRIBUTORS' DEPARTMENT.

THE AUTHORIZED NATIONAL
READERS.

.Editor of the Canada E'ducational If/dlr:

Seeing that thd verdict has gonc forth in
this country, in favour of State Primary
Education, it is important that it should be
made as good as possible. The gencral
management of the schools is deputed to the
local Trustees, but the central authority at
Toronto retains in its hands the most impor-
tant matter of all-the preparation of the text
books. When it is considered, that in most
of the country districts, school-books form
he chief part of the family library, it will bc

seen that the compilation of the Readers, es-
pecially, ought to be a work of the greatest
care. This is a kind of literature, indeed,
which mxigh c ! ntrusted to the hirheçt
minds in the nation.

If we grant the right of the State to under-
take the work of education at all, it vould
seem necessarily to follow that soie know-
ledge should be imparted in the schools con-
cerning the relationship of the individual to

the State, some knowledge of the duties of
childhood, and parentage, and citizenship.

On looking over the series of Readers used
in the Public Schools of Ontario, we observe
a painful lack of instruction on such topics.
From the Second Book to the Fifth Book,
there is not-with two feeble exceptions-a
single lesson on the duty of preserving lcalth,
on the duty incumbent on every individual of
self-maintenance, on the foundation of human
rights, and the necessity that every one
should respect the rights of his neighbour,
on the duty of a citizen of a frec state to take
an active part in the management of public
affairs, to bc ready to give his vote for the
best candidate, never to bc base enough to
barter his vote for any consideration, always
to obey the laws, and assist in their execu-
tion. Instruction on such subjects in state
schools would seem to be all the more neces-
sary, when we consider how crude the notions
of mnost men are on matters connected with
government. How-. often is the suffrage con-
sidered as a thing to be turned to the greatest
pecuniary account, how many think it a

526


