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ofthe Christian Indians and their teachers. In conmentinl
upon tihese transactions, the London Ciristian Observer of
August 31st, 1S26, deens it ' incredilie ' ' that our country-
nen,' among whons British oflicers arc metioned, 'should

have countenanced a scheme for the assassination of a band of
peaceful Christian 1issionaries, and the destruction of their
unoffending converts.' And it adds, 'tiat the narrators of
these events were Germans,' anld that ' it nay not unreasona-
bly be presimed, that the narrators were under some misun-
derstanding respecting the secret springs of the whole affiir.'
What these 'secret springs' were, the pious conductors of that
excellent work òan now determine.

The recognition of our independence terminated these flagi-
tious scenes, and they vere succeeded by a few years of com-
parative tranquillity. But the relations between the two couîn-
tries were not pernanently establisied, and discussions soon
commenced, which assumed a character of severity. , They
were fortunately closed by Jay's treaty, at the moment when a
war appeared inevitable.

But during the progress of these discussions, the isual indi-
cations of Indian hostilities, such as have preceded and accom-
panied all our differences with the British government, gave
nnerring warning of the storm, which iwas approaching. It
burst upon our frontiers, and during the administration of Gen-
eral Washington, this unl)rovoked war embarrassed and per-
plexed the infant govermneunt. We have neither time nor
space to review its incidents. We can onily group together a
few of the principal facts, whici demonstrate, that the savages
did not want other counsels, aind influence, and aid, in the com-
mencement and prosecution of the war. Detroit was then, as
in the period of the revolution, the British Indian headquar-
ters. The elder M'Kee was at the head of the Indian depart-
ment, and he was aided by Elliott and Girty, men well quali-
fied to serve i such a cause, where hands that stayed not, and
hearts that relented not, and zeal that tired not, could furnish
examples, which even savages migit admire in despair.

From1783 tol1790, not less than three thousand persons
were murdered or drag ged into c-aptivity, fromn the frontiers of
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Kentucky. The scalps and the
prisoners travelled the old war path.* The British Indian de-

* Marshall's Life of Washington, Vol. V. p. 339.


