
CANADIAN HOUSEKEEPER'S GUIDE.

NATURAL PRODUCTIONS 0F THE WOODS-HOW MADE AVAILABLE TO-
THE SETTLER.

When the Backwoodsman first beholds the dense mass of dark
forest which his hands must clear from the face of the ground,
he sees in it nothing more than a wilderness of vegetation which
it is his lot to destroy; he does not know then how much that is.
essential to the comfort of his household is contained in the-
wild forest.

Let us now pause fer a few minutes while we consider what.
raw material is there ready to be worked up for the use of the
Emigrant and his family.

JHere is timber for ail pui-poses; for building houses, barns,
sheds, fencing and firewood.

The, ashes contain potash, and the ley added to the refuse of
the kitchen is manufactured by the women into soap, both hard
and soft; or if spread abroad in the new fallow, it assists in
neutralizing the acid of the virgin soil, rendering it more fertile
and suitable for raising grain crops. From the young tough
saplings of the oak, beech and ironwood, his boys by the help of
a common clasp knife, can make brooms to sweep the house, or
to be used about the doors.-The hickorf, oak and rock-elm
supply axe handles and other useful articles. From the pine
and cedar he obtains the shingles with which his log-house is
is roofed. The inner bark of the bass-wood, oak and many other
forest trees can be made into baskets and mats. Dyes of all
hues åre extracted from various barks, roots and flowers. The
hemlock and oak furnish bark for tanning the shoes he wears.
Many kinds of wild fruits are the spontaneous growth of the
woods and wilds.

The forest shelters game for his use; the lakes and streams
wild fowl and fish.

The skins of the wild animals reward the hunter and trap er.
From the birch a thousand useful utensils can be made, and
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