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with herfelf, to prevent that of the enemy. I have
heard very- able politiciarss fay, “that this arifes from
the government’s not being fufficiently powerful to
{upp efs di ifi- ns abroad, nor fufficiently abfolute to
deftroy diffentions at home : a mixed ftate that wili-
one day makeit a prey to its enemies, or a victim
" to its fubjects. . .

A trifling affair gave rife to a great-mifunderftand-
ing between -the court and the parliament, which
was the diftribution of-the alins collefted for the
mendicants. The dire&tors of the hofpital of Paris
had ne er yet been blamed by either the court or
the .ity, becaufe the war had engaged the attention
of the <overnment ; but peace being reftored, which-
‘za-e them leifure to infped into_the minuteft affaiss,
they at length took this into.confideration.

The archbifhop of ‘Paris claimed this jurifdi&ion.
by righr; the King was- of the fame opinion; but.
. the parliament judged differently, and henceiorward
‘reprefenrations and depu.aticns tock place. A Prine.

of the blood raya! faid upon this occafion, The par=
hament of Paris muf? qum.
they quarrel with the King about beggars.. -
Lewis XV. i :ed an arret in favour of the arch-
bifhop ; it ‘was to be regiftesed, and now diffention
broke out. The parliament went to Verfaii.es and
came back— they met, they adjourned ; but ‘the
King fhewed himfelf abf-lute. He wiote in thefe
terms to the chambers aflembled. ¢ If. 1 have
¢ thought proper to alow you to make . remon-
¢¢ ftrances to me upon the ediéts and declararions
¢ whch I fend you.to be regiftered, I never gave
¢¢ you the power to annul or alter them, under pre-
¢ tence of mod fication.— It is my will that my de-
¢ claration concerning the hofpital be regiftered
¢ purely and fimple. Ifhall fee that my parhiament
¢ obey my orders,” '
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