THE HOME GARDEN
WINTER BLOOMING BULBS

The value of bulbs for winier: flow=
ering in the house can hardly be. ov-
erestimated. They give a iman
of pleasure with a minimum of atten-
tion: occupying much less space than
many: other plants. and yielding a.long.
season  of blooms. at: a season when
they are most to be desired. Narcisai,
crocuses, freesias, hyacinths;, Bermuda.
Baster lilles, the lily-of-the-valley;
and tulips will certainly repay what-
ever work’ is necessary to grow them:

Ir flowers are desired By CHristmas,.
it i¥ necessary to get the: bulhs pots-
ted early. Good results: can: be: eb-
tained only when the. bulba: secure: a:
vigbrous root growth. Each: bulb: con-
tains sufficient nourishment to give
a blossom a start, but not enough to
carfy it to its full beauty; and the
rooty: must be forced im advance: of
the: top growth, which is done by pet-
ting the' bulbs: and then placing them
in a situation where root growth. will
be stimulated while.top growth is re-
tarded—plunging them, as the pro-
cess is called.

There are several ways of doing
this, the simplest being te place the
pots in a eellar and cover themx with
coal ashes for an inch. or two, after

Watoring: ench.go¢ with & Lkerag Knod :gnod- way: to keep: them, or if the plants

‘ape: very laxrge; indeed, the larger they

‘When: this is done the ashes over the
pot should be watered freely at fire-
quent intervals. One of the Dbest

plans is to dig a trench in a dry place |
in the garden, setting the pots close |
together in that and covering them |
over with a few inches of 30il, round-

ed @ little abeove the surface of the |
The pots in |

ground to shed water.
the trench siould rest em several
isfiches of ‘coal ashes, and after the

ground has become frozen a. protection |.
or of leaves or straw |

of ‘manure
should be put over the mound.

Sometimes pots are put in a sheiter-
€d spot on the ground and covered
with dirt and ashes, another plan is
&0 put them in a hotbed or cold-
frame. In all cases when they rest
wint the ground out of doors there
should be ashes under the pots to give
drainage and keep out worms.

As a rule, pots met less than five
inches in diameter should be used,
and except in the case of large bulbs,

several should. be grown in each pot. |

If there is an inch of soil between-the
bulbs in a pot they will not be tao
crowded.
be thoroughly soaked before being
used; otherwise it will take up the
moisture from' the potted soil. ' Pans
from eight to twelve inches across
are also oftem used.

It is necessary to have good soil,y

and one of the easiest ways to obtain
it is to dig up sods where the grass is
in a flourishing conditien and shake
out the earth for that purpose. A
little sand may be mixed with it and
possibly a little bone meal, but man-
ure 3hould never be used.

» In many cases is is advisable to se-
cure potting soil from the florist.
Several pleces of broken pots should
be put' into the bottom of the pot in
which the bulbs are to be grown, in
order to provide drainage. The pots
should not be filled quite to the top,
allowing an opportunity to apply
water liberally, this being an import-
ant matter -after the bulbs have been
brought into the house. The crowns
of most of the bulbs should net be
deeper than one-half inch below the
surface, und, as a general rule, all but
the amall ones should protrude for
one-half inch above the soil. ‘The l1-
jes dre an exception, however, for
they should be well covered with seil.

Many of the bulbs will require three
months in order to secure proper root

growth; athers, particularly the paper |

white narcissus and the Roman hya-
cinth, can severally be removed in five
or six weeks. If properly plunged the
tops will make little growth for a
long time, making it possible to have
bulbs flowering all through the win-
ter.

The pots should never be taken into
the room where the bulbs are to flow-
er until-the grower is certain 'that the
root growth is as vigorous az it should
Pe. The only way to ascertain this iz
10 remove the contents of onme of the
pots, which can be done by holding
the hand over the top and then rap-
ping the pot on the edge of a table or
a board, when the contents will read-
ily come out. If the roots have de-
veloped sufficiently they will be seen
in a tangled mass all through the
seil; otherwise only a few str: gling
roots will be seen and pieces ?)f the
soil will probably drop away.

It is not good poliecy to remove the
bulbs directly to .a warm room, for
such a practice is apt to force the
blossoming stalk to such an extent
that it will be unable to escape from
the bulb and fail to flower. At first
the bulbs should have a temperature
of not greater than 50 degrees. If
they can-be placed in a cold frame, a
light attic or aimilay place, the re
sults usually will be satisfactory and
the top growth will seon appear. Wa-
ler snould be given freely and a lit-
tle commercial fertilizer designed for
this purpose, and which can be secured
at a seed store, will give satisfaction
when used according to directions,

If it is found that the leaves are
growing faster than the flowering
stéem, the grower will know that the
temperature is too high for the best
success. Follage and - flower stalk
should develop together, and When
they are well along tae bulbs should
be removed to a’sunny location In the
house, although the flowers will last
rauch longer if the temperature does
nat run above sixty and the atmoa-
»here is somewhat molist.

Some bulbs, especially hyacinths,
zan be grown very satisfactorily in
water, and bulb glasses designed es-
pecially for thera may be purchased at
very small expeénse. The effect of
blossoms rising from these glasses is
very attractive.

The bulbs are started in tue glass {n
a cool garret or cellar, and when the
bulbs are well rooted, which can he
determined very easily in this cagse by
merely looking through the glass, they
should be removed to a light room in
a temperature not cxceeding 50 de-
grees, and two or three weeks later to
the room where they are to flower.
This matter of introducing the Lkulbs

e

If the pot is new it should|

to: a warmer !eml;tqeli-ature by degrees
is important, as nsures a Strong
and sturdy growth of follage and flow-
ering stem.

The bulb commonly known a3 the
Chinese Hly, which: is really a variety
of" narcissus, is usuplly grown in a
shallow dish partiallty filled with wa-
ter. 'Three or four bulbs s ld be
grown. together and they should rest
on sand or pebbles in the bottom of
the dish. Pebbles or small stames are
used to brace the hulbs to prevent
them from topplking over wijen ~ the
foliage has grownm. The Chinese lily
may be de to yield an extra. number
of blossoms. if the skin is cut lightly
just below the top.

KEEPING: GERANIUMS OVER
: WINTER

Not. eveny ﬁouselpeeper knows that
the: ordinary horseshoe geranium can

'be quite successfully kept over win-

ter, by lifting the plants carefully from

.the garden-beds, tying strings’ around
the wstalks just above
‘hanging them

the roots and
from mnails in the
beams of the cellar.

I’ have kept om an average of eight
out: of tem plants put up in this wayv.
Some years: they will appear almost
dead;. but will.come out beautifully as
soon: a3 they are put into the graund
and thoraughly seoaked im warm wter.

Do. not put them out teo early, as
the change: frem: the eellar to the out-
side low temperature sometimes chills
them: and destroys toe little vitality

this is &

| that remgins.

‘Where. space is linsited

blage-like leaves riss in phalanxes
around the shore and the stafely
beauty of the flowers is reflected in
the mirror below, they are ideally wmit-
’unted; but let no one forego tha de-
light of growing Japanese irises mere-
ly because he has neot a stream or
pond on his place, Some exceedingly
fine speeimens have been produced in
a8 city back yard.”

HANGING BASKETS

There are negks and corners around
every home-——indoors as well as out—
where hanging baskets will give an
added beauty, if the baskets are what
they should be in the way of thrifty
growth,

Any sort of receptacle may be made
to serve as the basket, and may be
filled with all sorts of plants, or with
‘a mass of omne variety; and, mere
than this, mare plants may be grown
;to the square inch of sofl than in any
other way, without having the ap-
pearance of being unduly ecrowded.

Not so many years ago, the only
hanging baskets seen were small ones
inside the window; but nowadays we
see them everywhere, and many of
the most beautiful ones are used as
verandah ornaments. For this purpose
‘the basket must be large to be effec-
tive, and wire baskets lined with moss
furnish the greatest amount of space,
with the least weight, of anything so
far provided. An ox-muzgle serves
tho purpose very satisfactorily.

‘When filled, such a basket is too
heavy to be lifted down and up when
it needs attention (which is every
day), and the best way of overcom-

ing the difficulty is by the use of small

* WICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COIL,

the tap, and have the soil lowest in
the centre; both points being ob-
served for the sake of having the
water which is poured on held un-
til it can soak into the soil, instead
of Tunning off as fast as poured on.
Another good plan i1s to put in the
centre of the basket a dish with: the
battom broken out (the plants will
hide it); crowding the edge into the
soil just far enough to hold the dish
upright, and keeping it full of water
to gradually filter down among the
raots.

More baskets are a failure because
of a poor supply of moisture than
from any aother eause. Being exposed
to the air at every point, they lose
meoisture rapidly. by evaporation, and,
being so closely filled, the roots
quickly take up all the moisture the
soil holds. Both these losses must
be made good or the plants show the
effects very quickly.

What plants to grow in a hanging
basket, is a question frequently
heard. It seems to me I have ‘seen
almost everything made to serve the
purpese from beautiful palms down
to the commonest plants. Many which
are usually grown as climbers are
equally fine as trailers, and well suit-
ed to use in baskets and, in fact, al-
most any but the very rigid, stiff-
stalked plants will adapt. themselves
to basket use.

‘When the large baskets which have
grown outside during the summer gre
in fine condition, one is sometimes
puzzled to know .what to do with
them when the weather makes it
necessary to take them inside. If
‘there i§ a suitable place to hang
them, with good light, that is all that

is needed; busg, if such a place is not

the care required to put them out of
sight.

‘While the foregoing comments
seem to be 'specially dirfected toward
baskets grown for outside decorations,
they are just as applicable to the one
planned for window use, from the
start.

The law that applies to a hanging
basket in one place appiies to it in
other places, and what applies to it in
3ize applies to other sizes. So, wheth-
er your basket is large or small, in-
tended for outside or inside use, these
rules apply:Have as many plants as
possible in them, keep them clean,
give them liquid fertilizer when they
show signs of needing it, give them
good light, and give them all the
moisture they can use on both soil
and foliage.—Suburban Life.

NEW IDEAS IN GARDENING

These things are not all absolutely
new. There is nothing new under the
sun. But they will be new. to many
people, and they are all worth trying.
They -are collected from all parts of
the country and are fresh from the
soil.

A New WwWay to Hoe.

With the wheel hoe and other new
tools, there is very little use for the
back-breaking hoe. The pushing ef
the wheel-hee and the sliding of the
Dutch hoe are far easier than the old-
time chopping motion. With the en-
ergy that is saved, just that much
more work can be done.

Wineherries

Wineberries are new ‘to most ama-

teur gardeners. Those whe like acid

space is saved, The wire is good year
after year. All but peas will cover a
trellis six fee# high. Clip the vines
when they reach the top. Sow cu-
cumbers and squash so that the first
few joints can be covered with earth
to discourage the harer.
Tomatees for the Smallest Yard

Tomatoes are better grown on strip
frames six feet high. They can be
clipped after reaching six feet in
length and some of the surplus foliage
can be cut away. Tie them about
every foot to keep the main stem ver-
tical, or it will twist out of shape.
The fruit is cleaner and the picking
easier than in the old way.

A Cut-flower Garden

Plant an extra supply of seeds for
cut flowers, either among the vege-
tables, in a separate garden or in
some other place where the absence of
flowers will not harm the general ef-
fect. Have the rows straight for ease
in cultivating. Asters, coreopsis, Mar-
guerite carnations, cornflowers, cos-
mos, dahlias, gladiolus, larkspur, mig-
nonette, nasturtium, sweet pea, sweet
sultan, and verbena are all very sat-
isfactory for this purpose,

THE VEGETABLE CELLAR

The average suburban home, while
apparently as complete as the de-
signer can make it, often lacks an
important accessory—one which makes
not only for great convenience but
for decided economy.

The cellar is, as a rule, kept at a
temperature too high for the sueccess-
ful storing of the winter’s supply of
vegetables, and, if no other place is
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PLANTING TABLE OF BULBS

o

NAME

Date of
Blooming

Color

Heightw

REMARKS

Hyacinth (Hyaeinthus).. 3

Montbretias ....

Nareissi (incjuding Daffodils and
3 -

Tulips

Adder's Tongue (Erythronium Americanum).
Eluebell or Wild Hyacinth (8cilla)....,,.,,.

Crocus B L S R PRI

Crown Imperial (Fritillaria Imperialis)......

English Iris (Iris ‘Anglic8) ....covvvivennnnans

Glory-of-the-snow (Chionodoxa)...,.;
. Graps Hyacinth (Muscari batfyoides).......

Lily-of-the-Valley (Convallaria majalis). ...
Madonna Lily (Lilum candidum)......v.c0..

csssseecesasesassasnna

Snake’s Head (Fritillaria Meleagris)........

Star of Bethlehem (Ornithogalum)..........
Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis).....eeeceee..

Snowflake (Leucojum Vernum)....eveeees..
S8panish Iris (Iris Hispanica)...coeveeennn...

Spotted Lily (Lilium speciosum)...ceeeev...

Tiger Lily (Lillum tigrinum)...cceeieeeees..

R R I A AP

Winter Aconite (Eranthis hyemalis)........

April
May

March, Aprii
April

June, July

March, - April
April, May

April, May
May

June, July Pure
Aug., Sept.
Jonquils).. May
April

June
March, April

April

June

August

August

May June

R T

March, April

Yellow
Blue

White, yellow
Purple
Variegated

Various colors

“Blue
“Blue

Many Colors
‘White

" Yellow and Orange
‘White or Yellow

Yellow and Pure
‘White

White
White

White

Blue, white, yellow,
orange
Pure whité and white
suffused with
crimson

Orange with black

Spots
Many colors

Yellow

8-12 inches
6 ifxches

der.
4-6 inches

2-3 feel

2 feel

3-4 inches
6-8' inches

12-15 “inches
8-10;inches
£ & . Plant
white id-b feet
T3

1%-3 feet
12-15 ’iriches
1 foot

bulbs.

12-18 inches
4-6 . inches

12-18 inches
Plant

1%4~2 feet

2r3 feet
|

- 5«6 feet
Mulch
12-18 inches

3-8 inches
Plant

Prefers full suf. Plant not lat
.deep, and leave undisturbed for five years. . 3
‘Plant bulbs in fall and protect with leaves for hest results in well-drained land.

Prefers sun and rich soil.

Suceeeds best in half shade and light soil. Plant bulbs in the fall, give a light
winter mulching.
‘Will grow in sun, but prefers some shade and should be massed. Plant bulbs four
inches deep in fall, and do not disturb them for three or four vears in the bor=
If- naturalized do not disturb at all.
Prefers the sun, but will grow in erdinary soil.

Prefers the sun, but will grow in half shade, and should have rich soil.
plant which grows rapidly and can be started either from seeds ar bulbs.
in the fall six inches deer and mulch after growth has started.

Plant bulbs late in the fall four inches deep. Will grow in sun or light shade. Give
a little winter mulehing.

‘Will grow in sun or half shade anfl'in common soil.

Prefers a sunny location and 'should:-be grown 4n masses.
planted in -tHe fall. 5

Require full sun and rich soil.

Moist, rich ground in partial shade best, but will grow in full sun in good soil

Plant in fail.

in falk

v

Prefers sunlight and rich, soil. .. Bulbs should be planted-in fall six inches deep for
largest bulb: varieties; five inches for smaller arnd medium gized ones.

Prefers- the sun, but grows best in half shade, and should have light, rich soil. A
bulbous plant which grows rapidly and capn be started either from seeds or

Plant in the fall.

Plant bulbs in fall in good soil, sun or shade, and cover four inches.

Will grow in sun or half shade, in any good soil, but should be planted in sheltered
spots. ' Plant bulbs four inches deep in the fall and transplgnt after four years.
Can be started from seed if desired. Does well in grass land.

Will grow in ordinary soil in sun or half shade and makes a good border plant.

bulbs in the fall.

Plant bulbs late in the fall four inches deep, in sun or light shade.
winter mulching.

Prefers half shade but succeeds well in full sun.
inches deep. Cover bulbs with sand and do not use any fresh barnyard manure.
Mulch it with old manure after growths are well started.
and easily grown lily.

Grows well in sun or partial shade.

after growtn starts.

three inches deep.

er than middle cf September, four to five ineches

Plant in late fall eight to ten inches deep.

Bulbs should be set four to five inches deep, in the fall,
and given a mulch of leaves or straw manure after ground freezes,
same early in April.

Will grow in half shade and ordinary soil. Plant at least a dozen bulbs together.

Plant three inches deep in fall,

A bulbous
Plant

Plant in the fall. R
Seeds or bulbs may be

Give a little
Plant. bulbs in fall eight to ten

This is an attractive

removing

The date of blooming will vary according to Weather conditions, cultivation and attention received, but will probably be a little earlier than given ahove.

are the more likely they are to come
through safely.

8Small plants may be potted and
placed on a. shelf near enough to the
cellar window to get a fair amount of
light. Give but little water, none .at
all until the leaves begin to fall down
upon the stalks, taen,K the merest
sprinkle to make them damp, nat wet.

Many plants will go 3afely through
the winter in a light ¢ellar if they are
not given too much water, which is
the almost universal mistake of ama-
teur. florists.

Plants potted in sand or light loam
are more likely to survive cellar win-
tering than those in heavy soils
which retain water for a considerably
longer period.

Heavy soils often grow sour and mil-
dew and rot the plants, waile sandy
solls are sweeter and more wholesome
in auch cloge confinement.

The plants should not be trimmed,
even the dead leaves and stalks may
remain. They seem to do much better
put up juat as they are, and if clods
of earth adhere to the roots, so much
the better.

Too much attention ¢to plants is
sometimes worse than a little whole-
sonme n=gloct.

IMPERIAL JAPANESE IRIS

“Little wonder that a plant se bold-
ly decorative in outline and bearing
a flower of exquisite coloring so mar-
velously formed, should make its
appeal to the artistic Japanese. From
these foremost gardeners cf the world
has come a strain of irises that nel-
‘ther orchids mnor lilies can rival in
beauty of form, texture coloring,
markings, and general effectiveness.
In the Mikado’s garden, under ideal
culture conditiona—that is to %say, in
rich, warm, sunny. alluvial land—the
blossom3 will measure from nine to
twelve inches across their flat petals.
Yat the Iris. Kaempferi may be as
easily grown as the potato. More-
over, it s perfectly hardy. High dry
lands do not 3uit its moisture-loving
roots, but good garden soil, enriched
with thoroughly decayed manure,
deeply dug in and well watered dur-
ing April and May—the blossom
months in this country-—will produce
flowars of. wonderful size. Do not
select a wshady place for your irises.
They thrive under full expoaure to the
sun, but moisture they must have to
bloom there best, and sometimes
their  roots will penetrate two: feet

e

pulley-blocks. It would be useless to
tell, in detail, just how to rig the
blocks, as any person who puts them
up will see how to adjust them to the
needs of each location.

Another good idea is a small tub
used as'a basket, and filled with Bos-
ton ferns, which hide the tub com-
pletely. The method of hanging is
by iron rods bent to a hook at each
end. These rods are made from one-
fourth inch iron, and cost but a trifle
if made by a blacksmith. ‘The writer
has several, ranging from twelve to
thirty inches in length, and hooks
them together, one onto another, to
bring the baskets to any . desired
height.

The statement that almost anything
will serve as a “basket” ig literally
true, and two of the most beautiful
ones the writer ever owned were the
heavy ash pans from discarded stoves.
When printed green their origin was
never suspected, and the heavy bails
were just right for hanging them by.

A neighbor made some fine baskets
by cutting the large end from sum-
mer squashes, scooping out the meat,
and letting the shells dry. Some were
peinted green and others left the nat-
ural color. Sometimes a pot of earth
was set into the shell and sometimes
the soil was filled into the shell, but
many times they were filled with
water and were, in fact, hanging bou-
quet holders, though the trailing habit
of the things which were put into
them gave every appearance of heing
grown in the usual way. This scheme
is a good one, for the reason that
plants and vines will keep in perfect
condition for weeks, with very little
care given to them. )

In order to support the number of
plants required to make a really ef-
fcective basket, soil must be very rich
at first, and, as soon as the plants
show, by a less thrifty growth, that
the soil is exhausted, begin to give
liquid fertilizer of some kind. In pre-
paring the soil, do not use raw man-
ures. Have whatever is used well
rotted and thoroughly mixed through
the =oil.

When feeding the plants if barn-
yvard fertilizer is used, pour boiling
water over it to kill insects and
weeds. Let it cool; dilute it, and use
at least once a week; in this way
there is no danger of burning the
roots. If commercial foods are used,
follow directions found on the pack-

deep to get 1t. Naturalized in the
water garden, where the tall, narrow,

ages.
‘When fllling the baskets, be sure that

a space of an inch or more is left at

available, place the basket on a small
stand where the drooping plants can
trajl downward. _Some baskets so
placed were the most . ornamental
features of a large collection during
several winters. )

‘When' the wire baskets are placed
on a stand, a receptacle of some kind, Y
in which the bottom of the basket can
rest, should be placed undeér it, to
cateh the water that runs through the
soil and hold it where the plants can
make use of it, and to protect the
stand. .

A plate will serve the purpose; but
a round-bottom tip wash basin is
better, because it is deeper and more
nearly the shape of the basket. A
cheap tin one answers the purpose,
and, if given a coat of green paint, is
not noticeable. When the basket is
to be hung, make a few holes close to
the top of the basin (by driving a
small nail through the tin) and fast-

berries will be pleased with them.
They are the shape of a raspberry,
the color of a currant and taste like
a mixture of both. They make good
wine and jelly. The bearing season
iz from the middle of July to *early
August.

Inexpensive Transplanting Devices

Save every.peach and grape bass
bet that can be found. When trans-
planting tomatoes, eggplants, or any
other large plants, cover them each
with a basket. These resist wind and
rain better than berry baskets. They
keep out the strong sun but not the
air and dew, and are very little
trouble to handle and to store for
future use. .

Plant Flowers to Bloom After Frost

Chrysanthemums, calendulas, corn-
flowers, mignonette, pansies and ver-
benas will bloom even after heavy
frost if they are not allowed to bloom

en it to the basket. .

- As usually hung, baskets are quite
near the ceiling where the air is hot- |
ter and dryer than lower down, and |
it must never be forgotten that it re-
quires plenty of water, -both on the
foliage and. in the soil, to counteract |
such a condition. There are little
“sprayers” which throw a  fine mist |
made for spraying the foliage, but if
one is not available a common per-
fume atomizer, used every day, will
answer the purpose. It takes but a
moment of time and makes no muss,
as all the water sprayedout will cling
to the leaves. !

Another good plan is to set pans of
hot water directly under the baskets, |
but not too close, and let the steam
help supply the needed moisture; the
thirsty leaves will drink it in as they
would dew.

Washing the foliage is anothexj re-!
quirement; for the laws of cleanliness
apply to plants as well as to people,
and a dirty plant can no more he
healthy or beautiful than could a dirty
person.

If it is not desirable to keep the
baskets during the winter, remove|
any fine plant that may be unadapted
to “atorage,” and thenh place in the
cellar, where, if watered two or three
times during the winter, the roots will
keep in filne condition and be ready
for vigorous growth the next season.

‘Whatever else is, or is not done, '
don’t leave the baskets hangling on the
verandahs, for their winter appear-.
ance detracts as much from the
pearance of the home as their summer,
beauty added to it,—~give them at lgast

too freely during the summer and if
no seed pods are allowed to ripen.
Sweet alyssum, candytuft, marigold,
stock, phlox, china pink, asters, cos-
maos and petunias are all good to plant
for fall bloom./

Peanuts in the Northern Garden

Remove the outside shell, but handle
the nut carefully. Plant two to a hill,
two inches deep, and hills a half-yard
apart in a dry rich, sandy soil. Keepn
weeded and soil joose. When an inch
nigh draw soil lightly up around them.
‘When ripened by frost take up and
dry the plants, then pick of the._nuts
and dry them near the stove.

Early Vegetables Without a Hotbed

Start six potatoes in a small box of
very old‘manure and set out when
sprouted. “Risk a few seeds each of!
beans, ' corn, cucumbers, melon and |
squash td ‘plant in the outside garden |
ahead. of the season. Even if they
are nipped with the frost, there will
be no great expense. They can be
protected cold nights with strong pa-
per caps or boxes, or even old news-
papers,

Planting to Let in the Sunshine

Alternate high and low vegetables;

of the ground with the roots as com-

<)

provided, such articles of foed must
be bought in small quantities, often at
very high prices, and, - possibly, in
some seasons, cannot be found at any
price.

A few days’ work and
amount of material will  suffice to
construct a  vegetable cellar which
may pay -for itself many times over,
and prove an inestimable boon in the
way of convenience. All that is re-
quired is a pit elght or ten feet
square, accessible from the house cel-
ar.

A cellar window may be cut down
to the cellar-floor level to make the
door-way. If there is a porch over
the window, so much the better, as
earth can be filled 14n, making a
mound-shaped top which helps to keep
out the frost.

The pit nfay well be walleq with
hollow concrete blocks laid in Port-
land cement, then smoothly plastered
to make it absolutely impervious to
dampness. If sand and gravel are
at hand, the blocks may be made at|
a very trifling cost, but even iIf they|
must be bought, the investment is a
profitable one. Make a perfectly
smooth cement floor—one that can
be washed if necessary. It is well to
build bins of concrete and do away
with wood altogether, thereby avoid-
ing much danger from the mold and
mustiness which always linger around
wooden articles kept in underground
apartments without good ventilation.

Apple and potato bins may be
partly filled with well-dried autumn
leaves, which one may gather any-
where, and which are among the best
preservatives in the world. Indeed,
an old orchardist says that the leaves
of the apple tree will, if well dried,
keep sound, well-ripened apples in
goed condition until the trees come
into bloom the following spring.

Smaller spaces for beets, -carrots,
onions and other vegetables shoulg
be provided, not forgetting a deep bin
for celery, which may be taken out

a small

plete as possible, and packed in boxes
or the concrete bin, containing four

that - is, plant betweéen rows of corn,
pole-beans, ﬁnd trellises, rows of beets
carrots, lettugee and other low crops,

| < e fote
so that mo-two rows of tall plants|To0ts In clean, damp sand and tying

are side by side,

zhade each other.
Raise Trailers From the Ground
Raise pole-heans, squash, cucum-

near - enough to|

ap-- hers and peas on wire netting trellises. | fectly dry burlap.

By this method the cultivation and
picking are made easier and ground

or five inches deep of clean sand. I
have kept celery growing and blanch-
ing half the winter by burying the

each stalk closely with a piece of
cloth. Strips three or four inches
wide make the -best ties for celery,
which should be kept in a dark place
or lightly covered with a piece of per-
All of the usual
market vegetables may be stored in

for the tall,
grew luxuriantly in the damp

tening them and stirring in red
till they are coated.
or three hours before planting | I
the crows from eating newly pla
corn, dip the Kkernels

o7
" i -
el BLS,
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dainties come
spring.

A model housewife, one wh.,
close watch of all expendituy
sees that nothing goes to was
clares that her vegetable cellar
bet economy. She pays a dol
and a half a bushel for choic
Which last until onions come
V\'hllt_? her neighbors buy by th:
at eight or ten cents a quart,
case may be. As she uses {]
four bushels during the vye
other articles in proportion, |
may easily be appreciated. 1,
tlor}, 3he says “the peace of
which comes with the certaint
come 'storm, come bhlizzard, t]
enough in the house tg feed th«
ily, is worth all that the ~veg
cellar cost, if nothing else
counted.” ) )

in the first da

WOOD ASHES IN GARDEN

Woad ashes are thrown out in n;
country places where, if their va]
breventive of insects and as a o
were known, they would be ho
S0 much treasure Now that )
what they are worth, every o
stored in a barrel in a dry D
wait for the spring gardani‘ng SeAS0T
Henderson says: ‘““The ashos nf .
getable matter consist of such
ments as are always required fo
perfect maturity, and it is
they must furnish one of the b
line manures which can he
for their growth; they contain, in
every element and generally in
right proportions for insuring :
and rapid growth.” Ashes ar
ticularly valuable for erops which re
qugre potash, such crops as tomatoes,
onions and corn, which thrive with the
use of ashes in the soil. Lawns ar
benefited by a top dressing of as
Orge of their advantages is they con-
tain no weed seeds. For corn use a
handful to the hill, and for tomatoes a
trowelful worked around the roots of
each plant three or four times befors
midsummer.

‘Wood ashes must be kept dry; their
fertilizing qualities are easily “washed
away. For this reason do not put
them- out in the garden until they are
to be used. We begin using them when
the first radishes show above ground,
and they are in continuous demand
until the. last plantings of squashes
and cucumbers.have ceased to be @
prey for ‘insects, in midsummer or la-
ter. They are a great discourager of
the miserable little black flea beetle
which attacks and riddles the leaves of
radishes, tomatoes and eggplants. We
glive, these plants a fresh sprir
every few days, especially if prev -
sprinkling has been washed off ir a
rain, so these pests do not get a foot-
hold; by the middle of summer thei
course is run. Their constant use sav-
ed our cucumbers and squash, which
always had a hard struggle against
the bugs before we acquired the wood
ashes habit.—I. M, A.

KEEPING CARROTS

Last year we tried with success
what was to us a new way of keep-
ing, for winter use, the carrots which
remained in the garden when frost
came. We put a layer of earth an
inch thick in the bottom of a box,
which we placed in the cellar and
filled witth the carrots, from which
the tops had been removed. After
they were all in, we covered tl
thickly with the carrot foliage, w!
is so light and feathery that it does
not entirely prevent the evaporation
of moisture, yet is sufficiently denss
to prevent it to such a degree that
the carrots keep solid and unwilted
until late into winter.

Storing them in this way does awav
with the necessity of filling
spaces between the carrots with earth
or sand to prevent drying out, and,
therefore, can be done in a shorter
time, and with a small amount of la-
bor. Even as an experiment it is
well worth trying.—W. R. 8.

the

TRANSFORMING A DRAIN

When we took possession of our new
home, we found in our back vard al
open drain, which carried away
waste water from the pump.
drain, while. not unsightly, was not in-
teresting, and we immediately thoug!
of trying to beautify it,. We :
found a bed of German iris, in w!
we were very much disappointed, ¢
they failed to bloom.

We finally decided that they Adid not
have enough moisture wher:
were; S0, to improve the appear.:

the drain, and to induce the iris
bloom, we planted them, in Novembe
in a row in the bottom of the dr
which led for quite a distance :
the front of a terrace. It seenmci
be just what they wanted, for the f
lowing spring nearly every

bloomed, and the uninterestin

was transformed into a “ti
beauty”—not only during the b
ing season of the iris, but all sunn
sword-like leaves, v

were very ornamental.—W. R. S.

MULCHING

Mulching is to be recommended.
a small garden the extra labor i
much Save all clippings fr
lawn, or obtain pine needles

or straw, and after a rain, if we:
has been previously dry, spread
mulch about two inches deep aro
the roots of beans, cucumbers,

plants, lettuce, peas, squashce

matoes. The groana undern

keep loose and soft long after
of the garden has baked hard
The mulching discourages
makes clean picking.

weeds

SEED PROTECTION

Protect seeds from vermin b m

Let them dryv t

in coal-tar

a dry cellar and Kkept until early

give them a dusting of plaster.
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