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THE EAST SHOULD ACT.

As yet there has been a surprising
apathy in the East in regard to the re-
tention of the Yukon trade by Canadian
merchants. The newspapers have very
generally printed the CoroNisT’s appeal,
‘but there the matter seems torest. The
San Francisco Examiner says that $2,-
000,000 worth of goods have been aiready
sold there to go into the Yukon. We
have no estimate of the amount sold in
Seattle, but one business house claims
gales amounting t2 $200,000 in eight days.
A largeamount of goods has been sold also
in Tacoma and Portland. We suppose
that $3,000,000 is a moderate estimate of
the sales in United States cities to per-
sons going to the Yukon. If duty is col-
lected on these the cost to the miners
will be $750, 000 more. With this advan-
tage in our favor Canada ought to do the
outfitting trade, and of course the future
pupply trade of the mining camps. No
one can tell how many thousand people
will go North in the spring. If they can
be shown that Canadian cities are the
best places to buy their supplies, the
very great bulk of the business will come
here. Suppose that 10,000 pedple go
and take with them an average of $300
worth. This will be $3,000,000, and the
suggested average is a very low one. If
50,000 go, a8 most people believe will be
the case, this means sales of goods any-
where from $15,000,000 to $20,000,000.
Do not Eastern merchants realize that if
this vast supply trade can be brought to
British Columbia cities all the great
wholesale houses and manufacturers in

* the East will profit by it?

There ought to be a determined effort
on the part of the business men and
boards of trade, backed up by the Do-
minion government, to demonstrate to
all the world that Canadian cities are’the
proper places for miners to buy supplies.
This fact should be spread broadcast
over Great Britain, for it is likely that
thousands of people will come from that
eountry, and, if our mines are to be
left open to aliens, the information
should be circulated in every part of the
United States and the continent ‘of
Europe. There is no time to be lost in
this matter. Next year will be the great
ontfitting year. After that improved
means’ of communication will enable
merchants to carry large stocks fo the
head of the Yukon.

LOCAL POLITICS.

II we may judge from the columns of
the Times, the sole hope of the opposi-
tion in local politica consists of an
ability to repeat, parrot-like, vague and
pointless allegations against the govern-
ment. Theidea of venturing to make
specific eharges has been wholly aban-
doned, but the hope is cherished that by
saying violent things and saying them
often enough the public can be got to
think that something must be grievously
wrong. The opposition fear to make
specific assertions, because they know
that they will be confronted with specific
refutation. They have tried 'if, and
found out to their sorrow that their pet
grievances exist in the imagination.

So far as the government is concerned,
the ministers may well regret the char-
acter of the campaign against them ; not
because it is one that is at all calculated
to win, but because they are debarred
from showing the baselessness of the
opposition’s charges. It is easy to say
that such and such & minister is a bood-
ler, but it-is not so easy to take up every
one of his public acts and show it to be
honest, for that would take an inter-
minable time and snbject him to the
charge of defending what was not ate
tacked, Surely a minister of the crown
is. entitled to a8 much fair
play as a common criminal, who
belore he has been called upon to plead
has a right to know with what he is
ebarged. If the most miserablecreature
in the country were indicted for being a
thief he could decline to plead to the in-
dictment and would be discharged, be-
eause nothing specific was alleged
against him. In the old law books it is
sid it is not actionable to say of a man
* You'are a thief,”” but it is actionable
to say of him * You are a thief, for you
stole my horse.”” Surely before Minis-
ters of the Crown are asked to.reply to
assertions that they are dishonest and
incompetent, they have & right to know
wherein they are alleged to have done
wrong or omitted to do right,

The government has evervthing to
gain from the most rigid inspection of
-ite policy and its minigterial acts. ‘The
statute books give abundant proof of its
industry; the public aecounts bear evi-

dence of its economy: the general .con-

dition of the. public service establishes
its efficiency. The public service may
for convenience be divided under ‘the
following heads:

Finance.

Public works.

Administration of J ust.xce, :

Public Lands.

Agriculture.

Mining.

Legislation.

Education.

These eight heads will, we think, cover
she whole range of the public service,
and we have no hegitation inagain chal-
lenging the opposition to come forward
with specific criticisms that can be as-
signed to a place under either of these

.| confiscation ; but when a man is told that

which ought to be included in the list.
We do not promise to wait until such
criticiems are made before defending the
record of the ministry. It may not be
good policy to begin a defence before the
attack, but since it seems impossible to
force the opposition to adopt open and
manly tactics, it may be advisable to lay
the whole record of administration open,
that the public may see.what it is that
is assailed by inuendo, what it is that
these factious and irresponsible critics
ingist is worthy of utter condemnation.
Probably there is no other instance in
Canadian politics where a ministry has
been assailed with the sort of criticiem
that has been directed against the gov-
ernment of British Columbia. Some
of its crities, like the Times, simply
give vent 'to the jaundiced views,
that have resulted from repeated
disappointments. Some, like the West-
minster Columbian, are in opposition
simply because the accidents of politicg
placed them there. Some, like the Nel-
son Tribune, attack the government be-
cause those behind it are ambitious for
personal advancement. Some, like the
Rossland Miner, are hostile chiefly be-
cause of their ignorance of provincial
politics. Their sole bond of union is the
fact that they are not in power. They
agree on no lines of policy. They are
scarcely less opposed to each other than
to the government. Those of them who
have had experience in public life have
demonstrated their unfltness for it;
those of them who have had no experi-
ence have exhibited in countless ways
their utter lack of appreciation of the
principles and rules of conduct which
actuate public men. A considerable
portion of them believe in the American
doctrine that * public office is a private
snap,’”’ and as all they want power for is
to profit by what they believe are the
opportunities for gelf-aggrandisement it
affords, they imagine that those who
occupy positions of trust are dishonestly
profiting thereby. There never wassuch
an opposition.
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A CASE OF PIRACY. -

The case of the man whose goods were
to all intents and purposes seized in
Seattle for no other reason than because
they were bought in Victoria, calls for
immediate consideration: We do not
believe that the action of the customs
house pirates at Seattle will be sustained
by the United States treasury. Here
we have a man going from one part of
Canada to another, who applies to be
allowed to carry his goods 'in bond
through a little strip of so-called Ameri-
can territory. It is conceded that he is
entitled to do so under the agreement
between the governments of the two
countries; but because those goods in
transit- must pass over a few hundred
feet of the Seattle waterfront they are
confiscated. True, there was no formal

he can neither take his goods with him
nor send them back where they came
from, and is compelled to leave them in
the hands of the pirates, to whom they
were reported for the purpose of comply-
ing with the law, it is not very easy to
distinguish the performance from a con-
fiscation.

We fancy that the Seattle custom
house authorities will find that they have
an elephant on their hands in the shape
of this man’s outfit, Surely no one will
contend that under thelaw of the United
Statés a man may not take goods to one
of its sea ports, with the intention of
complying with the customs law in re-
gard to them, without being subject to
seizure and confiscation. If this is the
law of that country, it is time the rest of
the civilized world knew it, for com-
mercial relations with it would soon be=
come impossible. The owner of these
goods had not the most remote inten-
tion of taking them into the United
States to be .used there. He reported
them to the custom house authorities in
order that they might be bonded. When
they declined to admit them to bond he
asked permission to take them back
again to Victoria. This was refused,
and he was told that only one course lay
open to him, namely, to abandon his
purchase to the piratical officers and
buy. what goods he mneeded in
Seattle, It is admitted that he
had a perfect right to take  his
goods North on the Queen in bond.
He was, in fact, told that he ought to
have left them in Victoria to be put on
the Queen here. Yet, strange to say,
when he asked to be given back his
goods again so as to send them to Vie-
toria to be put on the Queen here, he
was told that he conld not bave them
without paying duties on them. Now
we submit, that in no other part of the
world would a man, who in good faith
brought goods' into a port expecting to
be able to put them in bond, be refused
permission to'take them away again,
even if he had no right to bond them;
much less would he be go refuced when
he had a perfectly legal right to bond
them.

We are not prepared; to believe that
the treasury department of the United
States will lend itself to this business of
boosting the diminishing trade of the
Seattle outfitters. The facts must be
carefully ascertained and the proper
complaint must be lodged at Washing-
ton. If this is done we are confident
that the Seattle officers will be taught a
much needed lesson. In the meantime

a8 to the effect of the Canadian tempor-
ary exemption, it shows the straits to
which the Seattle people are driven.
Yesterday’s CovronisT, in addition to the
story of this Seattle piracy, con-
tained an official communication from
Collector Milne correcting the misrepre-
sentations made in Seattle in regard to
the exemptions. When these incidents
become widely known they will afford
the best possible answer to the blatant
claim of that city that it is the only
place where a miner should think of out-
fitting. We regret to have to write in
this way about a city for which Victoria
has always cherished such kindly feel-
ings, but when a business campaign of
falsehood is capped by an act of official
piracy, it is time for plain speaking;

THE PRICE OF SILVER.

The great fall in the price of silver,
coming so closely upon thé heels of the
Klondyke gold discoveries, suggests that
specnlators have been getting in the
work. Japan has stopped buying and
consequently a good. customer has drop-
ped out of the market, but this was fore-
seen and must have been, in a great
measure, discounted by the dealersin
bullion. The rule in matters of this
kind seems to be to_keep the real truth
in the background, and it may be a long
time before we know, if we ever do, why
gilver slumped. When the financial
journals come to hand with their expla-
nation, we will be told just what those,
who manipulate the market, choose to
tell us. We are somewhat impressed
by the fact that this sudden drop in
price followed hard upon the visit of the
bimetallist deputation from the United
States to the European capitals.- This
also suggests that it was engineered.
Very large financial interests are deeply
concerned in preventing the remone-
tization of silver, and they are able to
depress the price of the metal whenever
they see fit. One of the most effective
arguments against bimetallism is the
fluctuation in the price of silver. Mono-
metallists compare it with gold, which
they say is always uniform in price, for-
getting or purposely concealing the fact
that the value of gold owes ite perma-
nency to legislation. If gold were de-
monetized, as was suggested after the
great Califormia discoveries, its price
would fall and thereafter fluctuate.

It is hard for us' to realize any other
money standard than gold, yet every
time we speak of pounds and shillings
we bear unconscious testimony to this
faet that silver was the original money
standard. Originally a pound meant a
pound weight of silver,and it was coined
into twenty shillings. English mon-
archs, having the prerogative right to
fix the coinage, had some tricks of their
own to make a little money go a long
way, and they reduced the amount of
silver in a shilling until they made 288
of them out of a pound of silver. Queen
Elizabeth made 60 shillings out of the
pound of silver; King James made 62,
and so it continued until the thrifty
Hanoverians came to the throne, when
George I made 66 shillings out of the
pound, and it was decreed that 20 of
such shillings should thereafter be a
pound in money, and this term ceased
thereafter to have any other significance
than that it was a sum of money equal
to twenty sixty-sixths of a pound weight
of silver, and so it stands Iaothxa day.
An interesting thing may be mentioned
in this connection, namely, that the
original pound was equivalent in weight
to 7,860 full grains of wheat taken from
the centre of the ear and well dried.
One remarkable incident connected
with the present slump in silver is the
rise in wheat. Hithertoa favorite claim
of the bimetallists has been that silver
and wheat rose and fell pari passu, that
when wheat was worth $1 a bushel silver
wag worth $1 an ounce.  Statistics seem
to corroborate this claim to some ex-
tent, although when critically examined
they do not. The demonstration of the
fallacy of this claim will have the effect
of greatly weakening the cause of bimet-
allism among the farmers of the United
States, where it has hitherto been very
strong.

We do not feel like hazarding an opin-
ion as to the future price of silver, be-
cause the most any one can hope to do
is to guess. Many of the mines must
close if the present price continues, and
this will create a shortage in the supply
and consequently an appreciatign in the
price. The claim is made that the
mines of Mexico cannot produce at a
profit at the present price; but we do
not know how true this is. One thing
seems to. be esiablished, namely, that
the mines of British Columbia will be
the last to have to yield to the fall in
value of the bullion, and they therefore
seem to havea good chance ahead of
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A corrEspoNDENT residing at Santa
Ana, California, gives the provisions - of
the mining laws of the United States as
far as they relate to aliens. These laws
have been adopted to prevent what is
likely to occur in the Yukon country. It
is the American theory’ that no ome
should be allowed to possess the full ad-
vantages of citizenship without accept-
ing its full responsibilities, or at least
withont giving an earnest of his inten-
tion to do so by making the necessary
statutory declaration. In the light of
the higtory of the United States it can-

the incident has an important lesson.
Coming upon the heels of the persistent

heads, or under some other head,

‘mlsrepresentatmns of the Seattle papers

not be said that this policy has not much
to recommend it, So well satisfied with

them, even at the presentprice. . Y

slightest attempt has ever been made to
change it. We have hitherto pursued a
very different course in Canada. Almost
every privilege of citizenship is open to
aliens. We do not call the voting power,
eligibility to office, obligation to military
service, and the like, privileges. These
are responsibilities. Aslong as an alien
refuses to accept these responsibilities
in the United States he is debarred from
the privilege of mining in all the States
and even from purchasing real estate in
many of them.. We think it might be
well for us to take pattern by our neigh-
bors to some extent in these matters.

‘WE would not venture to dispute the
opinion of the British Celumbia Mining
Critic on any subject under the sun. It
knows more about every question that
ever was or can be propounded than any
other man or possible combination of
men. At the same time it may be well
to say that in endeavoring to allay the
alarm felt by the friends of those who
have started for the Yukon, by pointing
out the actual chiaracter of the difficulties
and hardships to be encountered in the
North, and the reasonable prospect that
while there will undoubtedly be some
suffering and great inconvenience, if
ordinary precautions are taken the great
majority ought to be able to put in a
tolerable winter, we only did what the
facts warrant, and were not seeking to
promote the business of the Victoria
outfitters or anyone else.

THERE are some advantages of British
connection which most of us do not
think of, but they touch us none the less
closely on that account. They are
gsomething like the atmosphere, which
we do not feel because it is about us on
every side. Alone Canada would hardly
be a great power. As a part ofthe Bri-
tish Empire it is an integral portion of
the greatest power the world has ever
gseen. It would not be easy to express
the value of this in dollars and cents,
but if we may judge from the tone of a
section of the American press, this is all
that enables Canada to be independent.
There have been a dozen occasions in as

ciangin the United States would have
precipitated hostilities against Canada
if it were not for British protection.

Here we have the proposed new pro-
vincial administration, which is to suc-
ceed Mr. Turner and his friends:

Premier, Minister of Finance and Agn-
culture—C. A. Semlin. ~

Attorney-General — Adolphus ~ Wil-
liams.

Px;ovincial secretary, etc., etc.—F. C.
Cotton.

Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works—Donald Graham.

President of the OCouncil—W. W.
Walkem.

Thisis a combmatlon that will not go
down very well with the new opposition-
iste. It will be particularly popular on
Vancouver Island, which will have the
distinguished honor of being represented
in it by Dr. Walkem - without portfolio.

IN order that CorLoNisT readers may
understand the sort of tactics the Times
resorts to we may mention that it des-
cribes a recent reference to Mr. Hewitt
Bostock in these columns as finding
fault with that gentleman because he
has wealth and attribating to him base
motives. If that can be spelled out of
the article we will retract every word
that was in it. The references to Mr.
Bostock were kindly, were meant to be
8o and were so understood by every one.
So far as there was any imputation of
hase motives, it was against those, who
for their own selfish ends, are seeking to
get Mr. Bostock into the local political
arena. '

Tue St. John Sun, replying to the
CoroNnisT, says that when it said the
greater portion of the Yukon mines are
in Alaska the error was made by the

berta. This is an *‘ excuse as it is an
excuse.” If the Sun is under the im-
pression that the Yukon touches Alberta
it is a very long way off the mark. Al-
berta only extends to the 56th parallel.
Then comes Athabaska, which extends
to the 60th parallel and then the vast
region through which the Great Macken-
zie and the Yukon tributaries flow.

Tae Dominion government has acted
wisely in sending a detachment of
Mounted Police from Edmonton to reach
the Yukon by way of the Peace river.

route can be found, although we do not
guppose that it will cut very much of a
figure as a rival to those from the Coast
cities. The interesting fact likely to be
developed in connection with this route
ig that it will in all probability lead to
[the opening of a vast region, parts of
which are rich in gold and others admire
ably adapted to agriculture.

¢ QCARCELY & day passes, says the
Nelson Miner, “but the Victoria Corox-
18T has something to say about a new
route to Klondyke.”” As there is no
truth in this we are at a loss to under-
stand why the Miner said it. If the Nel-
son paper desires to intimate that in its
judgment the Klondyke is somewhat
overdone, we have-only to say that it
falls very short of appreciating the situ-
ation.

If sick headache is misery, what are Car-
ter’s Little Liver Pills if they will positxwel
cure it? People who have used them s
frankly of their worth. They are smal aud

it are the American people that not the
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many years when conscienceless politi- |

printer, who substituted Alaska for Al- E

We have very little doubt that a feasible | @
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Oastorla is put up in one-size bottles only. It
18 not sold in bulk. Don't allow’ suyons to sell
you anything else on the plen or promise that it
is “just as good” and “will enswer every pur-
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for the mines.

best for the money.

HO! FOR THE KLONDYKE.

Parties intending to outfit should call and in-
spect our prices before purchasing. We are the
only house in Victoria running two complete stores.
In the one we have Mackinaw Shirts, Underwear,
Mitts, Gloves, Caps, Hats, Etc., while the other
store carries Shoes and Rubber Boots of all descrip-
We do not believe in selling cheap goods
You will find when you get there
| that the best is none too good. See our 13 pound

Blanket for $7.50. It is without exception the very |
A liberal discount to parties
purchasing complete outfits from us.

Gilmore & McCandless, |

885 AND 87 JOHNSON STREED.

Have the following up to date Haying Machines just arrived:

Toronto and Brantford Mowers.

With ROLLER AND BALL BEARINGS. Sharp’s and Tiger Sulky Rakes,
Also a full line of lmnd tools, such as Bcythes, Forks, Rakes, etc.
Send for Cata.logues and Prices.
D@~ VIOTORIA, VANCOUVER AND KAMIOOPS.-SA
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We Have a Strong Pull

and will ensure & quick return on your
investments. Let us remind you that we arein
the market with our eash picking up bargains.
We buy in quantities to get the largest dis-
counts, and can make prices to meet Wholesate
buyers. Too hot toCook ?—use Armour’s ready
cooked meats.

Roast Beef, 2-Ib. tins
Corned Beef, «

Sliced Bacon, 1-Ib. tin
Brawn, 2:1b. tins

Pigs Feet, 2-1b tin

Deviled Meat

Bass’ Ale, Quarts

Ginger Ale and Soda Water.

Lime Juice......cceueevvevveennnn. 25¢..
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