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iite Imprisoned Heiress

The Spectre of Egremont.

CHAPTER XVII,

The Lady Alexina stole from the
greup, going to her favorite bay-win-
dow, in the recess of which she was
quiie screened from the view of the |
occupants of the drawing-room. by the

curtains of damask and lace.

l.crd Ashcroft hesitated a moment,
and then followed her to her retreat.

At the moment when he joined her
she was looking out upon the dark
sea, her hands clasped tightly, and
her face wearing an expression of
hearifelt emotion, such as his lord-
sh¥#p had never observed upon it be-
fore,

She seemed to be suffering mental
pain, for her brow was contracted by
a frown, and her teeth were set firmly
into her full under-lip, from which
the blood had retreated, leaving it
pa and ghastly.

ccuse me, Lady
Lord Ashcroft, gently,
coui not retire unobserved. “Are you

Alexina,” said

seeing that he

in?

ThLe heiress started abruptly, une
ping her hands, and turning to- |
ward him.

am not ill, Lord Ashcroft,” she

“At least, I have no physicail

Won't you sit down beside me

on the window seat?” she added, more
graciously.

Lord Asheroft obeyed the request,
momentarily flattered by the thought
that her emation had been for him.

Tlie supposition was not unreason-
ahle, for the conversation had just
run upon his marvelous escape from

h by poison. It wag true that he

had listened in vain to hear her con-,

gratulations mingled with those of
the cther members of the family, and

o true that her look had been one
rather af disappointment-than joy at
verance from the terrible dan-
might

1is deli
ger: but he fancied that he
1ave misinterpreted her
Sha had told him herself that she

loved no one else, and her guardian
1 zssured him that she really loved

iim., and for years had regarded him ;

as the embodiment of her ideal love.

Shie wag certainly strange in many

cts, but Lord Ashcroft thought,

e now regarded her, that her sin-
zularity was perhaps . due to her
lepths of character, and that she had
1 heart tender and warm under her
somewhat hard exterior,

The momentary pleasure he had ex-
perienced -at sight of her emotion,
ind the thought to which it gave rise,
vanished, giving place to a feeling of
mingled regret and repugnance, He
lid not want her love,

Her stately beauty had no charms
for him; her* condescending air was
axtremely distasteful to him, and he!
ound himself contrasting them with
he lovely saint-like face and gentle
manper of the mysterious Lady Aimee

' voice having an
i fierceness,

‘nate Jessy?”

expression. |

| satisfled with the bridegroom appoint-
i ed for her, and longed with all her
heart for the lover she

and very much to the detriment of
the former.

There was a brief silence be:weenj
the betrafhed couple, and the Iieiress_

' then fixed her gaze upon Lord Ash-j

croft, and"he saw that her eyes glit-;
tered with feverish uneasiness,

“My -dear Lady Alexina,” he said.
“can I dof

in a quiet, friendly tone,

" anything to lighten the grief you are[

enduring? I am sure you are really

suffering.” ‘
“Yes, I am,” she answered, her|
undercurrent of |
“I am wretched; but no|
one cares for it—no one notices it. |
‘Lord Asheroft.”

“It is true that I thought you, at|

Not even you,
least. happy,” said her betrothed, |
sadly, “Will you not make me a
sharer in your grief? Perhaps I may |

be able to clear it away.”
The heiress shook her head.
“Is it, dear Lady Alexina, that you:
have been troubled with fears that I |
might perish 'at thé hands of an as-f
sassiz? Or “has your generous hearté
been stirred in favor of this unhapp_\'j‘
forester? Or does your woman's souii

grieve in sympathy with the unfortu-i

Alexina shrugged her shoulders im- |
paticntly, and replied by a look that |
assured Lord Ashcroft that all . his

conjectures were at fault, and that

shé cared nothing whatever for Jes- |

sy or her humble lover, and possibly;
| my iord,

nothing for himself.

This assurance received confirma- |
tion, for she said, petulantly:

“¥ou must think that my life ha%]
been very ‘simple, here, my lord,
belicve that I would shed tears over|

f giving up everything to become Lyle

| out Egremont would be simply unen-

{ was his_only reply.

| If she could bring about that fesult

tery had become ind!lmble to the
atateiy heiress,

But Lord Asheroft never flattered
her; he did not even compliment her,
but addressed her as the sengible
womian , This indifference, as she
thought . it, had at first piqued her,
but she had hocome angry and resent-
ful about -it, and now actually dis-
liked him. §he felt, too, when 160k-
ing at his noble face, so full of char-
acter and intellect, that he would
never be her slave as Lyle would have
been, that ‘he would never submit to
her imperious demands, and that
while he could easily be led by the
silken band of love he would never
be driven by her affection of superior-
ity.

Altogether she was thoroughly dis-

might not
have,

And yet, so selfish and worldly was
she, she never once thought now of
Indor’s wife. A life with him with-
durable.

“Lady Tlexina,” said Lord Ashecroft,
after a thoughtful silence, during
which he dismissed without pain all
thoughts of possessing her love, will
l .Is our be-
You need

you not confide in me?
trothal distasteful to you?
not hesitate to speak treely,.nor need
you have any fears of wounding or
grieving me.”

“It would not grieve you, then, if
I were to say that I do not love you?”
inquired the heiress, in a tone of
pique, and more calmly than she ]iad'
befure spoken,

Lord Ashcroft's silence was suf-
ficient answer,

“Our engagement is distasteful to
you, is it not?” she inquired,

Lord 'Ashcroft's face flushed. It
i

A wild hope sprang up in Alexina's
bosom—a hope not unmixed with:an-
.. § "

1r was evident to her from his lord-
ship’s manner that he did not- ldve
her.  Why might not the dissplution
of the engagement come from him?

she® would not only retain hemiown
fortune, but would receive in addition

| the sum he would forfeit. ‘

Her manner changed instantly—be- |
camo pleasant and affable.
she said.

‘I see that it is,” “Yet |
I hope you will know me
| better than to think I could be false

| to the vows spoken for me by my

dead father.
!bl‘lfjl time, but in that time I have

I have known you but a

learned to respect and honor you, if

l not more."

the griefs of a couple of low- born,

What are their loves to me |
|
|

tenants.
—who——"
She paused abruptly,
Lord Ashcroft was puzzled by heri
words and demeanor, and well he |
might be. ‘
The cause of Alexina's grief was.i
twofold. She loved Lyle Indor with?
all the passion of which she “"1'5"
Lapable' and she chafed against the‘
neumty which compelled her to given
him up, She liked his gentle ways,
his determined air, his soft, feminine}
character, and she had an instinctive!
feeling that Lord Ashcroft \\'ouldi
never look up to her as a superior be- |
ing as Lyle Indor appeared to. !
And then, again, adulation and 1“iat~1I
tery were essential to her happiness.{
They had been showered upon her |
from her very cradle, and even her in-
structors had been obliged to follow
her guardian’s example and mingled |
compliments with their
Lyle had, whether un-

commonest |
observations,
'sciously or otherwise, fallen in with
this peculiarity, and his delicate flat-

'
'
.

{ union,

“But, Lady Alexina,” returned her

betrothed, gravely, ‘something more

| than respect is necessary to a true

If your heart has never warm-
ed toward me, if there is kindled in
it nothing of the divine spark of love,
and if I do not love you as a husband
should love his wife, we should not be
wedded—not even if by that refusal
we should become beggars. And yet
I esteem the memory of our ill judg-
ing parents, and I will never break
the vow made for me, except at your
Speak freely and frankly,
Alexina,” and he took her hand as
a brother might have dome. “Ig it
your will that we dissolve this emn-

desire.

{ gagement?”

The heiress hesitated, balancing the
case in her own mind,

“:I{ is not my will, Lionel,” she
said, after a rbief pause. “I am quite
ready to fulfill my part of the en-

gagement at any time, and the break-

ing of our betrothal, if it is to - be
broken at all, must come from you. I
I hold you bound to me—bound in
honer, if not in law.”

“Since I am bound to you in honor,

Lady Alexina, he said, quietly, “and

l since you urge the fact, there must

be some feeling in your heart for me.
You surely would not wish to wed
one you do not or cannot love.”
" “That would depend upon circum-
stances,”’ 'was the cold reply: ;

A shadow passed over Lord Ash-
croft’s brow and gathered in his eyes,
but it disappeared before he spoke
again,

“I do not see the future very clear-
1y,” he sgid, “and I am not quite de-
cided as to what I had better do. But
I cghall not break our engagement,
Lady Alexina not until I judge from
your own wordc or actions that such

a course on ny M vrouw be wee-
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N'éw ﬂ’!b wi;t;le family can enjoy | the world's
best music, can listen to church services and receive
the latest news of the world

A good radio receivmg seg will do this, and more
—but every radio receiver needs the best batteries,

so when you purchase

a radio, be sure to buy

EVEREADY RADIO BATTERIES to make it operate

at its best. THERE ARE

NO' BETTER.

Insist on EVEREADY RADIO BATTERIES. They last longer.
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'Wants British Honduras
a Canadian Province

Cleser commercial and political

' union with Canada, leading ultimate- :

ly to its admission as a province of
Canada, with representatives in the
Commmons’ and Senate, is pictured as
the natural'apd most productive di-
rection, in. which British Honduras
should . advance, by the Clarion, a
British Honduras paper which has
jusi published a:special edition deal-
ing with the possibil ty of Canadian
trace.

The-Mwhole quesﬂon of trade be-
tweon theWest Fdies and Canada is
agsin arousing considerable atten<
tion, says the Clarion, and it urges
i its Lleaders- to take steps to see that
| that colony has a voice in any trade

agreements. It - believes .. that the

whole salvation of the colony is in
getting steadily closed to Canada.

Almost Mute

London, Dec. 5.—The problem of

eliminating the mnoise of airplane
flight has been practically solved by
experiments which have been in pro-
gresy here for some time, according
to the Daily Express,
i A new device has  been invented
which permits noiseless escape of
exhdaust gages from the motor without |
interfering with the speed or lifting
power of the plane, while a propeller !
that operates without the leud whirr
has been devised by an JAngenious ar-
j rangement of gears' attached to the
engine.

By increased wuse of
bracing, much of the noise caused by
the yushing wind through wires and
spar§ is avoided,

|
|

RICHARD

Three Flowers Per-
fume is the result
of long and careful
»s’earch for an odor
not only distinctive
but appealing to the
most delicate and
discriminating taste,
giving at different
stages the unpressxon
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Three Flowers
Toilet Specialties

of three sweéet and re-
freshing ﬂowega
To gratify ‘the pre-
vailing feminipe desire
for individuality in per-
n&f‘me, a complete line
Toilet--Specialties
possessmg the Three
Flowers odor has been

'produced. ... -

The lingering exquxsxte charm, of this de-
lightful scent has, fron the
first, made these RICHARD
HUDNUT Beauty Aids the pop-
ular choice of h:tidious women
themstqovor. Womon ‘take

wide alno, in display-
mg tho ;ttuctlve
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is certamly a comfortable propo
there’s nothin

‘cotwear

or Winter. For cold or tender feet,
it for solid comfort. .

BATH SLIPPERS.

FOR MEN—
FELT HOUSE SLIPPEF
FELT ROMEOS and

$l 50, $2.00 to $3. 00
« = Also, Growing G

You’ll never appreciate the fulle
your fee

FOR WOMEN—
FELT HOUSE SLIPPERS,
JULIETS, BATH SLIPPERS,
BOUDOIR SLIPPERS, etc.
$1.00, $1.50, $2.00 to $3.00

Children's Slippers.

asure of Foot Comfort, until you get
ide of our Felts.
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Social Worker
Blames the Motor Car

HALIFAX, N.S, Dec. 12 (Can.
Press)—“The dance hall is not the
great evil in itself,” said Mrs. Virtue,
quegtioned on the work that the police
department is doing in trying to rid
Halifax of certain vicious girls, and
make it safer for the average work-
ing girl. “It is the car that waits out-
side, ready to roll up at beckoning
signals and take parties on so-called
joy-rides, The dance hall is only the
Jmeeting place, Policewomen state
that the trouble with many girls com-
ing under their purview is that they

| are too lazy to work and take the

easier course of having somebody else
work for them, Even when we give
them a chance gnd they promise faith-
fully to work, it is not very long be-
fore they leave their employers and
are back on the streets again.”

Cats and Dogs
New' York, Dec. 5.—Cash-bequests

two cats, and suitable = graves gor.
them in the canine cemetery at

in the will of Mrs, Kate Tracy, 6f No.
356 South First Avenue, Mount- Ver-/
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1 also stipllabed mu tﬁh

i

!
-

Hartsdale when they die, were made’

| non, who  died October 7th. The ;
will was filed for, probate with the
g \Westcheater Comy surronsonom

to provide food and shelter for. her: |

g ¢t that adatn{y Jthb setb.cfom(\&i/.ng?

queens have said if they
ould have ‘tasted SCHRAFFT’S
CHOCOLATES ?

ano art or science has such prog-

8 been made as in candy mak-

] Taste Schrafft’s Chocolatcs
to-d yandthlnkwhatthekmgs
d queens of ‘olden times would

e given for such delicious
morsels. Our stock is always fresh
d oomplete in all the popular

s and assortments. = 128
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