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The Handley- 
Page Attempt

jgaaraaranjaiHaaai!^New World. Sixteen tons—the weight 
of three hundred men—will thunder 
through space, and It she does not 
achieve the great adventure, wisely 
so called, It will he a surprise to 
thqge who have had the privilege of 
witnessing her being assembled and 
watching her make her trial flights. 
Local Interest In the Handley-Page. 
machine Is aptly described as fever­
ish, and with her departure all Hr. 
Grace will experience a pang of deep 
regret, for she has endeared herself 
to everyone. Hr. Grecians are, with­
out exception, proud and jealous of 
their reputation, and anything that 
serves to make the town prominent 
Is treated with exemplary respect. 
Handley-Page-On-The-Sea Is continu­
ally crowded with Interested people, 
who are contented to stand around 
and watch, the progress of the ma­
chine. On the day of the first trial 
flight, all Hr. Grace and all Carbonear 
were present on the aerodrome, and 
had both these towns been the un­
fortunate possessors of the burglar­
iously. Inclined, they would certainly 
have suffered. As the machine tax- 
led slowly down the field toward,the 
bottom, and turning to face the wind, 
bounded forward at full speed 
and took off after a distancé of about 
eighty yards had been covered, a wild 
cheer of enthusiasm, mingled 0 with 
admiration and awe, broke from every 
throat, for the rise was certainly an 
inspiring sight, even for those pre­
sent who were well used to take-offs.

The weather, since the arrival of 
the machine, in its big cases, big 
enough to be used as houses, has been 
perfect, and was voted by the Eng­
lishmen as being thé best they had 
ever experienced. The work of as­
sembling the machine, therefore, has 
gone on with considerable speed, and 
considering the number of mechanics 
engaged, (twelve), and other difficul­
ties that had to be contended with, 
has been accomplished in record time, 
and was actually better assembled 
than in the machine shops In Eng­
land. The mechanics, under Fore­
man Fetch, are experts In their line, 
and the best of the great Handley- 
Page plant

Lieut-Col. E. W. Stedman is engin­
eer in charge of construction, and to 
him Is largely owed the speed of the 
machine’s assembling.

Major G. I. Taylor is the meteoro­
logical expert, keeping the aviators 
informed as to weather and air con­
ditions. Major Taylor knows his 
business.

Vice-Admiral (Major General of the 
Royal Air Force) Mark Edward Fred­
erick Kerr, R.NV, C.B., M.V.O., is the 
commander of the machine, and holds 
a pilot’s certificate. He has had a 
most Interesting career as a sailor, 
soldier, aviator and diplomat. He 
holds honors and degrees from Rus­
sia, Italy, Greece, Spain, and other 
countries, and wears a long stripe of 
medals. In appearance he is of me­
dium height, heavily built, and is 
slightly past middle age. His open 
air life, has made an athlete of him, 
and he possesses a physique and 
stamina that would do credit to men 

He is a brll-
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Machine and Men Yon don’t press a 
button any more but 
we still do the rest

Expert workmen, 
modern methods, im­
proved equipment & 
tested chemicals in­
sure results.

Let us finish wh^t 
your Kodak began.

ation
L’ meaning, literally, passenger convey- 
ay. ance—is the main body of the machine, 
on- It, like the wings, Is comprised of 
ro wooden frame-work, stretched over 
tes. with canvas, and Is constructed with 
hat an eye to strength consistent with 
ne, lightness of weight The fuselage, 
•el- which measures, from the nose to the 
tve tail, Just over 60 feet and 8. ft In depth 
est and 6 In width, is square in shape, get- 
ast ting slightly smaller as the tail is 
on neared. The cockpit, in which the 
en- pilot sits, is In the very nose of the 
the fuselage, with the root open. Here is 
m- situated the wheel, by which steering 
ms climbing and descent are controlled, 
nt A thick plate glass shade, similar to 
to that of the automobile, protects the 

ne, pilot, to a degree, from the fierce wind 
ind that is necessarily caused by the great 
ree velocity of the machine. The other 
io- pilot, the navigator and the wireless 
w- operator sit in the cabin, immediately 
ne, to the rear of the cockpit, and separat­
es ed from it by a canvas door, which 
wo prevents the wind from entering. Ex­

tending from the rear of the cabin to 
ted about half way back of the fuselage is 
in the petrol tank. This tank, which has 

ds, | a capacity of two thousand gallons, 
In seventeen hundred of which will be 

I utilized on the Trans-Atlantic, is con­
nected with the four engines, two on 
either side of the fuselage, by pipes. 
Small propellers, about ten inches in 
length, driven by the wind, pump the 
petrol inte the engines.

The fuselage is situated between the 
two wings, which run parallel to each 
other, and at right angles to the fuse­
lage. The rudders, of which there ore 
four, and the elevators, which lift the 
machine, are situated at the tail of the 
fuselage.

There are four engines, ail four 
hundred h. p. Rolls-Royce, “Eagle 8’s." 
The engines are situated between the 
two wings, two, placed end to end, 
being on either side of the fuselage, 
and running parallel to it. Because 
the engines are placed end to end, two 
together, one radiator serves for two 
engines, and thus two only are requir­
ed. The front engines are fitted with 
two' bladed propellers, called tractors. 
The rear engines are each fitted with 
four bladed propellers, called pushers. 
The propellers, both tractors and 
pushers, tire of wood, light and very 
tough. They revolve with increditable 
speed, and one cannot see them as 
they are in motion. With all four 
going, not at full speed, but only 
when they tuned, they make such a 
terrible thundering noise, that one 
may shout- at the top of one’s voice, 
and one cannot hear the sound of one’s 
voice. The noise, however, especially 
when the machine is in the air and the 
engines are in full swing, is so great 
that the aviators must be supplied with 
sound intensiflers, placed to their ears, 
inside the leather helmets that are 
worn. A rubber tube, about a yard 
long, and fitted, at the end, with a 
mouth piece, hangs down in front, and 
when one aviator wishes to speak to 
another, he holds the other's mouth­
piece and speaks into it. To answer, 
the other takes his tube and speaks 
into it. In this way conversation may 
comfortably be carried on, despite the 
roar of the four engines.

The “Atlantic’’ possesses four 
wheels. These, which are rubber tir­
ed, and tightly inflated, are placed in 
a row, being so situated that they sup­
port the weight of the engines. Each 
wheel is fifty-nine inches in diameter 
and the tyres are twelve inches in
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thickness, They are placed on very 
strong axles, and are fitted with the 
latest-used hall hearings. So nicely 
are they hung, that, after the aeroplane 
has taken off and is speeding through 
the air, the wheels continue to revolve 
for some minutes,after.

They are covered in with canvas, to 
prevent the wind from playing on the 
spokes and impeding the machine. The 
canvas used here,
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as in every other 
part of the biplane, is painted with 
what is known, in aeronautical par­
lance, as “dope.” This, which is white 
in color and thick, like syrup, in sub­
stance, is applied like ordinary paint, 
and serves to thicken and shrink the 
canvas and to make it waterproof. This 
painting is known as doping.

The machine is equipped with two 
sets of wireless. One set consists of a 
transmitter and a receiver. There is

kworth St

receiving. The third set is for direc­
tional work. The spare set is to be used 
should occasion call, from the water, if 
the plane be compelled to alight.

In the eventuality of this last event 
the machine’s chance is good. Three 
rubber bags, or four if possible, will 
be contained in the fuselage, behind 
the petrel tank. The bags are inflated 
with air, and make the plane very 
buoyant. Hydrogen gas , of course,

The continual demand for 
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“Utmost”
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many years younger, 
liant conversationalist, being conver­
sant with all the great questions of 
the day. Particularly fond of discuss­
ing the labor problem, he has avowed 
to me his wish that he could possess 
a big plant in which he could try-out 
some theories of management that he 
favors. While he was an Admiral of 
the Royal Navy he instituted many 
good improvements and was univer­
sally liked by the men of his fleet. 
He has written many poems of great 
worth, which ho delighted to publish 
in aid of patriotic funds. Several 
books are also to his credit. In one 
of the latter he successfully dis­
proved the old idea of Nelson’s Battle 
of the Nile, showing that this great 
battle could never have been fought, 
as it had up to then, been held to 
have been.

Major Brackiey, pilot, is a very 
young man, but has had a distinguish­
ed career in flying. He is an expert
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whole bag, a feat that would make a 
small boy’s eyes gape in wonder and 
admiration. A useful little gas-driven 
pump, arriving from St. John’s in time, 
was put in action and the bags were in­
flated in quick time.

As the amount of woodwork on the 
machine is so considerable, and the 
tour wheels themselves will float a 
weight of two tons, and the rubber bags 
will be in position, the machine, should 
she be compelled to alight, will stand 
a good chance of keeping afloat for a 
peiod long enough to enable assis­
tance to arrive in time to effect a res­
cue. In addition to the regular R. 
A. F. flying suits, also, the aviators 
will be equipped with India rubber 
tube belts, which may be inflated at 
very short notice.

The food, of which there is a suf­
ficiency for twenty-four hours, will 
be ordinary sandwiches and coffee, 
to be kept in Thermos flasks.

At first, it was agreed upon, the 
"Atlantic’’ would fly over St. John’s 
in her trip across the great waste. 
This idea has been abandoned, end 
she will steer out from Harbor Grace, 
directly across the Bay, past Cape St 
Francis, and so on over the Ocean.

If the fuel supply has diminished to 
an extent that would necessitate 
this, she will land at Ireland, pick 
up petrol, and continue to England. 
If, on the other hand, additional fuel 
it not required, she will make a iron- 
stop flight to England.

The Advantage of having ftrar en* 
gines will instantly be perceived 
when it is known that, should one of 
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This is a real prob­
lem where parents 
use tea or coffee, 
which they are well 
aware the children 
should not drink.
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Look for the Gold on every yarddog does go, it'is interesting to note, 
he will be the first Newfoundlander 
to cross the ocean by air. This, 
coupled with the fact that the Even­
ing Telegram goes with the aero­
plane, to be read by the aviators on 
the trip, puts Newfoundland in the 
foreground, ae she deserves to be. 
The Telegram thus secured the honor 
of being the first newspaper in the 
world to be read on a trans-Atlantic 
air voyage.

Those of us who were constantly 
at Handley-Page-On-The-Sea had a 
good opportunity of seeing how a 
moving picture camera reporter se­
cures the good pictures that one sees 
at the movie theatres.

Mr. Walter Pritchard, representing 
the Gaumont Company, has been on 
the scene since the arrival of the ma­
chine, and cIn ematographed the suc­
cessive steps of assembling her. The

1N STANT 
POSTUM

could not see just why the engines 
had been shut off. As a matter of 
fact, the engines had not been stop­
ped.

In conclusion, we want to Join with 
every one In extending to Admiral 
Kerr and his brave associates the fer­
vent hope that the trans-Atlantic 
flight will be accomplished without 
mishap, for. during our stay at 
Handley-Page-On-The-Sea, we were 
afforded the most courteous of treat­
ment and every facility In keeping 
the Telegram’s readers supplied with 
the developments of the Handley- 
Page attempt at the traversing of 
the unknown and uncharted air.

were stopped, the machine running on 
two only.” When one tries to puzzle 
out just how the aviators would get 
the engines re-started, in the air, 
when once they had stopped, one

most out-of-the-way places, busily 
filming the scenes. At one time he 
thrilled the large crowds by having 
his camera taken to the top of a 
towering scaffold, from which he

them break 
Atlantic, she 
three engines; 
velop trouble enough to put them out 
of commission when three parts of 
the flight Bad been accomplished, she 
could complete her voyage on the re­
maining two. Unlike the Sopwtth
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