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TlfBfflfl“In my present environment."

“Oh, you, can easily change that. 
Get into livelier, surroundings.”

Davenport shook his head. “My l 
Immediate environment would still be 
the same; my memories, my body; 
‘this machine,’ as Hamlet says; my 
old. tiresome, unsuccessful self."

“But if you got about more among 
mankind,— not that 1 know what your 
habits are at present, but I should 
imagine—” 'Larcher hesitated.

"You perceive I have *he musty 
look of a solitary," said Davenport. 
“That's true, of late. But as to get­
ting about, ‘man delights not me'— 
to fall back on Hamlet again—at 
least not from my present point of 
view.”

“‘Nor woman either’f quoted 
Larcher, interrogatively.

“ ‘No, nor woman neither,’ ” said 
Davenport slowly, a coldness coming 
upon his face. “I don’t know what 
your experience may have been. We 
have only our own lights to go by; 
and mine have taught me to expect 
nothing from women. Fair-weather 
friends; creatures that must be am­
used, and are unscrupulous at whose 
cost or how great. One of their am­
usements is to be worshipped by a 
man; and to bring that about they 
will pretend love, with a pretense 
that would deceive the devil himself. 
The moment they are bored with the 
pastime, they will drop the pretence, 
and feel injured if the man com­
plains. We take the beauty of their 
faces, the softness of their eyes,' for 
the outward signs of tenderness and 
fidelity; and for those supposed quali­
ties. and others which their looks 
seem to express, we love them. But 
they have not those qualities; they 
don’t even know what it is that we 
love them for; they think it is for 
the outward beauty, and that that is 
enough. They don’t even knew what 
it is that we, misled by that outward 
softness, imagine is beyond; and 
when we are disappointed to find ii 
isn’t there, they wonder at us an 
blame us for inconstancy. The beau­
tiful woman who could be what sh( 
looks—who could really contain wha: 
her beauty seems the token of— 
whose soul, in short, could come up 
to the promise of her face—there 
would he a creature! You’ll thin- 
I’ve had bad luck in love, too, SI 
Larcher.”

Larcher was thinking, for the in 
stant, about Edna Hill, and wonder 
ing how near she might come to jus 
tifying Davenport's opinion of women 
For himself, though he found her be 
witching, her prettiness had neve; 
seemed the outward sign of exces­
sive tenderness.. He answered con 
ventionally; ..... ,

“Well, one would suppose so fron 
your remarks. Of course, women lik 
to be amused, I know. Perhaps wt 
expect too much from them.
“ ‘Oh, woman in our hours of ease. 
Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 
And variable as the shade 
By the light quivering aspen made.' 
I've sc me times had reason to recal 
those lines.” Mr. Larcher sighed a* 
certain memories of Miss Hill’s vari 
ableness. “But then, you know,—
“ 'When pain and anguish wring th< 

brow,
A ministering angel thou.’ ”

“I can’t speak in regard to pain and 
anguish," said Davenport. “I ve ex 
perienced both, of course, but not sr 
as to learn their effect on women 
But suppose, if you can, a soma: 
who should look kindly on an unde­
serving, but not ill-meaning, individ­
ual like myself. Suppose that, afte: 
a time, she happened to hear of th- 
reputation of bad luck that clung U 
him. What would she do then ?”

“Undertake to be his mascot. I su.> 
pose, and neutralize the evil influ­
ence.” replied Larcher, laughingly.

“Well, if I were to predict on m' 
own experience, I should say sh 
would take flight as fast as she could, 
to avoid falling under the evil in­
fluence herself. The man would nev­
er hear of her again, and she would 
doubtless live happy ever after.”

For the first time in the conversa­
tion, Davenport sighed, and the faint­
est cloud of bitterness showed for a 
moment on his face.

“And the man, perhaps, would 
’bury himself in his books,’ ” sau.
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Butt, Julia, retd.Larcher, looking around the room; 
he made show to treat the subject 
gaily, lest he might betray nis inquis­
itive purpose.

“Yes, to some extent, though the 
business of making a bare living 
takes up a good deal of time. You 
observe the signs of various occupa­
tions here. I have amused myself a 
little in science, too—you see the 
cabinet over there. I studied medi­
cine once, and I know a little about 
surgery, but l wasn't fitted—or didn't 
care—to follow that profession in a 
money-making way.”

“You are exceedingly versatile.”
To be continued.
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“Many thanks, but I'm not super 
stitious, Mr. Davenport. Anyhow, m- 
article has been accepted, and noth 
ing can increase or diminish the am 
ount I’m to receive for it.”

"But consider the risk to your fu 
ture career,” pursued Davenport, wit! 
a faint smile.

"Oh. I'll take the chances.” sait 
Larcher, glad to treat the subject as 
a joke. “1 don’t suppose the authoi 
of A Heart in Peril,’ for instance 
has experienced hard luck as a resul' 
of your illustrating his story.”

“As a matter of fact,” replied Dav­
enport, with a look of melanchol; 
humor, “the last I heard of him, a< 
had drunk himself into the hospital 
But I believe be had begun to do tha: 
before I crossed his path. Well, 1 
thank you for your hardihood, Mr 
Larcher. As for the Avenue Maga­
zine. it can afford a little bad luck.”

"Let us hope that the good luck o' 
the magazine will spread to you as r 
result of your contract with it.”

"Thank you ; but it doesn't matte- 
much. as things are. No; they are 
right; Murray Davenport is a mark­
ed name; marked for failure. You 
must know, Mr. Larcher, I’m not onlj 
a Jonah; I’m that other ludicrous fig 
ure in the world,—a man with i 
grievance ; a man with a complain- 
of injustice. Not that I ever air it 
it’s long since I learned better thar 

! that. I never speak of it, except h 
this casual way when it cornea J)

I apropos; but people still associate m< 
i with it. and tell newcomers about it 
! and find a moment’s fun in it. Ant* 
i the man who is most hugely amuset 
! at it, and , benevolently humors it, rs 
I the man who did me the wrong. Foi 

it's been a part of my fate that, in 
spite of the old injury, I should often 

When other re-

CHAPTER II.
One Ont Of Nulls With Fortune

(Concluded.)
“So, you see, bad luck brings bad 

luck. Not that there is really such a 
thing as luck. Everything that oc­
curs has a cause, on infinite line of 
causes. But a man' success or fail­
ure is due partly to causes outside of 
his control, often outside of his ken. 
As, for instance, a sudden change of 
weather may defeat a clever general, 
and thrust victory^upen his incompet­
ent’ adversary. Now when these out­
side causes are adverse, and prevail, 
we say a man has bad luck. When 
they favor, and prevail.- he has good 
luck. It was a rapid succession of 
failures, due partly to a run of ad­
verse conjunctures far outside my 
sphere of influence, that got me my 
unlucky name in the cricles where 1 
hunt a living. And now you are 
warned, Mr. Larcher. Do you think 
you are safe in having my work as­
sociated with yours, as Mr. Rogers 
proposes? It isn’t too late to draw 
back.”

Whether the man still spoke seri­
ously, Larcher could not exactly tell. 
Certainly the man's eyes were fixed 
on Lareher's face in a manner that 
made Larcher color as one detected. 
But his weakness had been for an in­
stant only, and he rallied laughingly.
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WASCURED work for his pay 
sources fail, there’s always he to fall 
back on; be always has some little 
matter I can be useful in. He posts 
then as my constant benefactor, my 
sure reliance in hard times. And sc 
he is. in fact; though the fortune that 
enables him to be is built on the prof­
its of the game he played a: my ex­
pense. I mention it to you, Mr. Lar­
cher, to forestall any other account 
if you should happen to speak of me 
where my name is known. Please let 
nobody assure you, either that the 
wrong is an imaginary one, or that I 
still speak of it in a way to deserve 
the name of a man with a grievance.”

His composed, indifferent manner 
was true to his words. He spoke, in­
deed, as one to whom things mattered 
little, yet who, being originally of a 
social and communicative nature, 
talks on fluently to the first intelli­
gent listener after a season of soli­
tude. Larcher was keen to make the 
most of a mood so favorable to his 
own purpose in seeking the man’s 
acquaintance.

“You may trust me to believe no­
body but yourself, if the subject ever 
comes up in my presence,” said Lar­
cher. “I can certainly testify to the 
cool, unlmpassioned manner lit which 
you speak of it.”

“I find little in life that’s worth 
getting warm or impassioned about," 
said Davenport, something half wear­
ily, half contemptuously.

“Have you lost interest in the world 
to that extent?"
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ham’s Vegetable Compound was rec­
ommended, and after taking three bot­
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