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MINISTERS AND MINISTERS.

Ovur Reform contemporaries think it}
‘ simply disgraceful,” as one of theny
has it, that no less than three Dominion
Ministers should be absent in England
at the present time. If Sir JomN Maoc-
PONALD, Sir LEoNarp Tnzey, and Sir
Cuaries TtreER were away on a pl
sure trip, we believe the majority of_ the
people would say they had earned a little
rest and recreation. Since September
last the three gentlemen named have
gone through no small amount of work,
and they are not so young as they once
were. It so happems, however, that
their visit to England is purely one of
business. The Minister of Finance went
there for a new loan, and his mission
has been attended with marked success.
The Minister of Railways _hu gone to
lay the Pacitic railway pohci_before the
Imperial authorities, zand his two col-
leagues will aid him in the taqk, which
is a very delicate and most important
one. Whether theygwill succeed or not,
time will tell ; but 1¥is quite certain that
what between over¢oming British pre-
judices against anadian railway
schemes,and fighti
Canadian credit w.

English journals ¥mnown
by the Opposition in: this country, the
three Ministers ha¥e their hands full.

If our Reform céntgmporaries want to
work up a first-clags of Ministerial
neglect of duty, .we recommend
them to the- Ontario Cabinet. Two
years ago Mr: Mowa¥ declared that five
Ministers-could not _possibly attend to
the public business of§the Province, and
created a sixth portfolio. But what did
we see last year ! Why the whole Cab-
inet, with the exception of Mr. FrasER,
who visited Europe to recruit his
health, abandoned their Departments
and took the stump for the MackeNziE
Government. They spent the whole
summer in this work, and public busi-
mess was left to take care of
itself. This year, Mr. MACKENZIE
does not require their assistance, but
Ministers are quite exhausted after the
session’s work and -the Local campaign,
and we believe we are within the mark
in saying that on no occasion since the
5th June has there been a quorum of
the Executive Council present in this
city, Mr. Woop is away with his

" Honour and party spying out the newly
acquired territory in the North-West,
and visiting M. Cavcrox. Mr. Harpy
is in England. Mr. PaRDEE is some-
times at Sarnia, and sometimes at
Orchard Beach, but never in the Crown
Lands Department. - Mr. CROOKS is in
England, and Mr. Mowar has had sea-
bathing at Murray Bay, ‘‘ under con-
‘‘sideration ” for some time, and an
Oxford paper says he is booked for a
fortnight’s fishing in that county in the
fall. This, hcwever, we do not believe.
The idea of Mr. MowAT going a fishing
is altogether too absurd. He is too
humane a man to impale the writhing
worm on the hook, and far too honest a
politician to beguile the gentle trout
with a bogus fly. The only Minister
whe sticks at his post is Mr. FrasEz ;
and, when we come to think of it, per-
haps there is no necessity for his five
colleagnes being on hand, since he is the
Ministry.

THE NORTH-WEST LANDS.
““ Taz great object of the Government
¢ should be to fill the North-West with
“ settlers as rapidly as they can be
¢ located with safety, and not to hold
‘“ the land along the railway for specu- .
‘“ lative purposes.” So oracularly says
our King street contemporary, and then
it declares ‘“that what should have
‘““been done was to throw dpen the
‘‘land for settlement from the line of
‘“‘ railway outwards, and if amy price
‘“ was to be put on the land it ought to
‘“ haye been a very small one.” The
Globe is very wise. If no price is to be
put on the' land, how can the Pacific
Railway be built ? The present Govern-
ment found a falling revenue and heavy
annual deficits left them as a legacy by
the Mackenzie Government. They
also found themselves committed to a
very large expenditure in the construc-
tion of the Pacific Railway between
Prince Arthur’s Landing and Selkirk.
They believed that it was necessary to
push on the railway as a colonization
road from Winnipeg westward, and de-
cided to place 100 miles of that section
under contract. In doing this and in
carrying the railway into the vast wheat
fields of the _fertile belt, the
lands are the main factors.
If they have mno appreciable
value, then the line cannot be built.
But they have great intrinsic valme,
which the construction of the road will
convert into a direct money value. As
regards the settler, our contemporary
will probably admit that without a rail-
way the land is comparatively useless io
him. Without the market which the
road will create, his crop is useless te
him except for the purpose of bare
subsistence. Plant a settlerin the Little
Saskatchewan ; let him raise 2,000
bushels of wheat ; and what can he do
with it unless to burn it for fuel as they
have done with corn in the Western
States. The Government, as we under-
stand their regulations, grant 80 acres
as a homestead to setilers within the
railway belt, and allow them to pre-empt
86-acres more, to be paid forat a price to
be hereafter fixed. The MackznzIE Gov-
ernment allowed land to be taken up by
settlers on the route north of Lake
Manitoba, at prices to be afterwards
fixed. The present Government have
modified this plan in the interests of the
settler, and have taken the line on the
best route south of Lake Manitoba. The
MAackeNzIE Government fixed $5 as the
price per acre of the lands on the Red
River, yet the Globe did not see that
their action would retard settlement.
The question is in a nutshell. With-
out the lands, the railway cannot be
built ; without the railway, the lands
are valueless. =~ Which then is the true
policy ? To let them lie fallow and un-
oecupied, or to place upen them an
active population by giving the settlers
an qutlet to their products ? The rai-
ways in the United States are built by
grants of public lands. The 8t. Paul
and Pacific railway, for instanee, holds
a large extent of lands valued at from $4
£o $12 per acre, and yet settlers are
glad to go in and purchase them. The
policy of the present Government in
this matter is an advance uponm the
American system, combining free settle-
ment with the utilization of the lands by
allowing the settlers to acquire an addi-
tional tract of 80 acres on paying for it
a price equivalent in a small degree to
the enhanced value given to it by the
construction of the railway ; and thus
by giving the lands a cash value, creating
a capital for the construction of the
road itself,

THE BANK FAILURES.

THE recent announcements of the
failure of three Canadian banking dnsti-
tutions are, no doubt, calculated to dil-
’turb the public mind, especially in
quarters where the means of correctly
easily accessible. A close examination
of the status of these banks, their circu-
lation and deposits, and the circum-
stances under which they suspended,
will, however, demonstrate the innocu-
ous nature of the financial disturbance
which hus occurred in Montreal. None
of the institutions belonged to the first-
class. While a considerable business
was transacted by the Consolidated, it was
never mcogmzot‘i during the whole term
of its chequered career as a bank of the
highest standi and stability. The
Exchange and Ville Marie were essenti-
ally Montreal establishments and had
enly been in existence a few years. In
emi case disaster was antici) dbed byt.:}ille
Manager, .as the rapid curtail-
ment of the bank’s operations
clearly proves. As early as last January
the officers of the Consolidated commenc-
ed to reduce the limits of i‘:}l:unnul, by
transferring agencies to er institu-
tions, and to realize assets. The object
sought to be attained was to diminish
the business to the smallest limits com-
patible with realising sufficient profit to
defray the expenses of liquidation, and
thus, as far as possible, save the stock-
holders. This policy was steadily pur-
sued from the opening of the present year
until the doors of the bank were finally
closed. During thatperiod nine agencies
were transferred and the depositors
secyred. The aggregate amount of
deposits was reduced in two months by
$1,741,984, leaving as a liability under
this head of only $1,492,781 on the
29th ult. A reduction of circulation
to the extent of $120,000 had
moreover been effected. The
same process of contraction character-
ized the last days of the Exchange
Bank. The deposits and circulation,
according to an estimate of the General
Manager, stood at $900,000 on the day
of its suspension, as compared with
$1,243,830 at the annual meeting on the
14th ult. The proportions of the Ville
Marie Bank were even more diminutive
than its unfortunate Montreal associate,
the Exchange. This French-Canadian
cencern was deemed shaky from its in-
ception, and was on several occasions
rveported to be in difficulties. Its circu-
lation, which is confined to that Province,
amounts to only $275,000, while the de-
posits do not exceed $300,000. No sur-
prise was felt by financial men at the
suspension of any of these three banks,
and, indeed, the events were discounted
in advance.

The present position of our banking
institutions does not afford the slightest
ground fer alarm. The failure of the
Consolidated caused a certain amount of
public uneasiness in Montreal, which, re-
verting on weak and sickly institutions,
tested their capability to meet their en-
gagements. Suspension was in each
case the natural result of advances made
on insufficient security and on property
which could not be readily realised
when pressure was put upon the banks.
To say there is a banking crisis is, how-
ever, absurd. Our telegraphic reports of
the run on the Montreal City and
District Savings Bank undoubtedly in-
dicate a feeling of alarm among the de-
positors, who are of a class easily ex-
cited in regard to the safety of their
savings. The gravity of the an-
nouncement that two hundred
ple swrrounded the bank’s doors

are- il
each having an average it of only
twenty d The pass-book system
prevails, and as delay inevitably occurs
in computing interest due, the crowd is
not so ily reduced, and the excite-
ment is, therefore, inconsiderately main-
:ivill not, 1l::wever, alt'fhect Ontario in any

egree whatever. © paper mztum:g’
on 'the 4th of A t was met wi
remarkable punoh;ﬁliu , exceeding in
this respect payments made on the same
date for many years past. A good
harvest being now assured, traders
will be able to meet their financial
engagements. There is, undoubtedly,
increased confidence among our manu-
facturing and commercial classes,
and additional employment has already
been afforded to the working classes.
There is, therefore, an excellent pros-
pect that, with due confidence bestowed
in our banking institutions, the advance-
ment of the people of Ontario to a posi-
tion of true prosperity will not be re-
tarded by recent events in the Province
of Quebec. .

THE LIQUOR QUESTION.

Taz report of the Select Committee
of the House of Lords on Intemperance
haq just been issued, and it would be
wall if it were circulated freely in the

nties where it is proposed to intro-
dpce the Scorr Act. This Committee
was appointed in December, 1876, and
closed its labours in March last. Dur-
ing that period the evidence of physi-
ologists, magistrates, police officers, and
other persons interested in the suppres-
sion or extension of the liquor traffic,
was taken at great length, and the re-
port was founded on this testimony.
Nearly all the witnesses favoured re-
strictive legislation, the various mea-
sures cutting down the number of tav-
erns and beer-houses, and regulating
the hours of sale having worked well.
The British drink bill is an enormous
one. In 1869 it was. £112,886,000,
while in 1876, after seven years of good
times and great national prosperity, it
reached £147,288,000. Since then,
owing in the main to the depression in
trade, it has been reduced by £5,000,-
000, but it still exceeds £142,000,000.
The report says that legislation
has been powerless to produce any per-
ceptible decrease of drunkenness ; and
after weighing the evidenee and enquir-
ing into the working of the liquor traffic
systems of other countries, the Commit-
tee concludes that restrictive measures
are the only practicable means of treat-
ing the curse. Their principal recom-
mendation is that public-houses should
be opened an hour later and closed an
hour earlier than at present; that the
liquor shops should be closed on
Sunday except for two hours in the
middle of the day for consumption
‘““off,” and for two hours in the even-
ing for consumption ““on,” the pre-
mises ; and that the magistrates should
exercise greater circumspection in
granting licences. This meagre result
of two years of investigation and re-
search shows how vast the question is,
and how difficult it is to deal with it. The
Comunittee listened to the arguments of
the advocates of free trade in liquor,
and paid special attention to the views
of the prohibitionists ; and came to the
conclusion that the middle course, viz.,
the sale of liquor under legislative re-
striction, was the only practicable one.

Important evidence was given with

| reference to the working of the Maine |

companies, the profits going to the
trsupu‘; of the municipality. This sys-
tem has had a trial ef fifteen years in
Sweden, and is now in vogue in all the
Swedish towns except L and in
many towns in Norway. Mr. CEAMBER.
LAIN, oneof the members for Birmingham,
has a scheme based on the Gothenburg

p:.loxm ;t;h:lfv;oul&:ubltitute the muni-
cipality i or the company to which in
Sweden the municipality lets its licences.
The Committee in what is probably the
most important in their re-
port, recommend *‘ that legislative facili-
*“ ties should be afforded for the adop-
“ tion of either of these schemes, or of
‘¢ some modification of them ;” in other
words, that local option as to the regu-
lation of the traffic should be granted.
Thus, of the three ible modes of
dealing with the liquor trade—free
trade, prohibition and regulation—the
two first are held to be impracticable ;
the third mode alone remains. The re-
port also ursutho principle of moral
suasion, and hints that the churches
should combine in a grand . effort to put
down drunkenness and its concomitant
abominations by educating the moral
sentiment of the community.

THE WEAKNESS OF OPPOSI-
TION.

THE great weakness of the present
Opposition, as represented in its press,
is its evident determination to have a
new scandal every day. This is unrea-
sonable. Few Governments could, with
the best intentions and the happiest op-
portunities, supply a new scandal every
day. Activity in ill doing has its
limits ; and there must of necessity be
days on which Ministers absolutely do
nothing at all ; and it is not impossible
that on some two or three days in the
year the present Government might
actually happen to do something popu-
lar and proper. We -are therefore
strongly of opinion that the Opposition
are overdoing the thing. Once a
month, now, ascandal might be hinted,
or even charged ; and a happy com-
bination of favourable circumstances
might give a decidedly dark colouring
to the new ‘‘outrage.” But a daily
scandal, we are convinced, is unwise,
and, if persisted in, the usefulness of
scandal, as an Opposition weapon, will
be completely gone, and our Grit
friends will be without arms in the pre-
sence of the enemy.

The unwisdom cf this give- us-
this-day-our-daily- slander policy can
perhaps be accounted for on a very
reasonable ground. The * our corres-
‘‘ pondent” is responsible for a good
deal of it ; and as Reform journals are
not over nice in the choice of their
agents, the agents are not over careful
in their declarations. Sypxey Smare
ﬂ:ee w;:hl;uei of one of his ;nemiel that

might be preached to death by-mild
curates. We could hardly wish for our
enemies so
lied to death by T
ﬁ that appears to be the ?to that the

ormi party is preparing for i in
thiloount{. Public credulity is con-
siderable of course ; but it is not with-
out end ; and it will quite refuse to be-
Lieve that a new slander can be success-
fully discovered for every issue of the
Grit papers.

THE AMERICANS AND THE
FISHERIES.

Tue United States has so bad a case
in regard to every aspect of the fisheries
question, that every move made, and
every despatch written, is but a new
mistake leading to new mortification.
The latest news is that an energetic
attempt is being made to discover, by
means of experts, whether the United
States, during the past half century, has
not been deceived by its own fishermen,
its own fishery officers, its own statesmen,
and its own lawyers ! That in effect is
the meaning of the new investigations
into the value of the fisheries, which
have just been ordered. For a whole
century the fisheries of the colonies
which now form the Dominion were
considered to be of t value. For
half a century the United States by
treaty has acknowledged their value.
Every American Government has been
compelled to recognize British rights.
Every American lawyer has admit-
ted r%ritiah rights. Every American
statesman of the first-class has
left on record some ' opinion of
a similar character. ' And the whole
body of Eastern American fishermen
have shown, by their determination to
fish in our waters, their opinion of the
extreme value of the fishing grounds of
Canada. To crown and complete the
case, an important International Com-
mission awarded the sum of $5,500,000
as the price of . twelve years’ use of the
fisheries by the American fishermen.
Better testimony to right and to value
could not be obtained or desired for the
protection of any man’s private pro-
perty. But the United States authori-
ties do not appear satisfied. They still
imply by their conducta belief that a
half century of advice and admissions
from their own lawyers and statesmen
have been all foolishness and deceit; and
that the fisheries are not so valuable
after all. In the happy hope of being
able to stultify half a century of states-
men, vessels with experts are being
sent out to examine the business of
fishing in British waters. If only the

roper number and sort of fishermen
g&ve also been sent out for the purpose
of being examined in their business, we
have no doubt at all that the report of
the experts will be of a - most valuabje
and encouraging character ; and that
WEBSTER, SABINE and DERBY, as well as
Prmnuuivore, WHEATON and Twiss, not
to speak of the Halifax Commissioners,
will be triumphantly convicted of igno-
ranceé and imbecility. As a result of
this conviction, the American fishermen,
to show their confidence in the new ex-
perts, will at once abandon British
waters as barren and profitless, and be-
take themselves to their own teeming
shores, where, as ever{one knows, their
habits of fishing have left them an inex-
haustible supply of the finest fish in
the world.

We quite understand the desire of the
United States authorities to escape the
payment of another $5,5600,000 for a
further term of occupation of our fishing
grounds. But we can hardly be expec-

shocking an end as to‘b:

| rather rejoice than regret if the new in-
vestigations are conducted with ordinary
honesty and ordinary scientific know-
leﬁfe. The United States Government
will then be able to be better informed
concerning the extent of the British
waters occupied by their fishermen, the
means of fishing adopted by these, and
the damage done by their occupation.
An increase of knowledge will be an
inerease of wisdom for the United States
Government.
e —

THE RIVER DU LOUP RAILWAY
PURCHASE.

THE agreement as to the purchase of
the River du Loup section of the Grand
Trunk railway has been signed, and the
road will be taken possession of in the
oourse of this week. Provision was

{ made for the purchase during the past

session ; and money voted to the extent
of $1,500,000. The road will be speedily
pladed in the best running order, and
the communications between the Upper
and Lower Provinces made more rapid
and certain and more subject to the
centrol of the Government, which has
now command of 687 miles of railway
from Halifax to Quebec. The necessity
for making this purchase was explained
by the Minister of Railways, and ad-
mitted even by the leader of the Oppo-
sition during the session. The proposi-
tion to acquire the road was made in the
last session of the last Parliament by
Mr. MackeNziE, but the mnegotiations
were not completed before that
gentleman lost power. The pre-
sent Government took up the
matter . and completed, after due
consideration and examination, an
arrangement which had often been
called for by the press of the Lower
Provinces. In fact, as Mr. MACKENzZIE
stated, the traffic of the branch road
from River du Loup to Point Levis could
not have been carried out with safety
this coming winter if some such arrange-
ment had not been made. The result
will be hailed with gratification b{‘ the
Lower Provinces, and both political
parties will -gladly acquiesce in the wis-
dom of the acquisition. But it is not to
the Lower Provinces alone that the pur-
chase is a benefit. The Intercolonial is
even more largely a work of benefit to
the west, for it is, and must be, in in-
creasing degree, the great channel of
conveyance of western products to the
Lower Provinces. Hitherto, indeed, it
was almost altogether a benefit to the
west, as under the conditions of trade
attempted to be made perpetual by the
late Government there was very little
return freight from the east. The new
arrangement will increase the rapidiy
by which western products can be car-
ried, while the new tariff is demon  t-
ing that eastern products can and will
be carried west in greater quantities
than before. There has been in fact no
opposition at all except in some silly
paragraphs in Grit jom::,l
g ,m completion of the bargain wi
hailed with almost universal appro-
bation. Since the question of the rapid
transit of freight is one in which the
Dominion is just now greatly interested,
and will in the future be more interested
still; the acquisition of the River du
Loup line is certainly a long step in the
right direction.
ETE—

THE QUEBEC LEGISLATURE.

O~ Tuesday night M. JoLy was sus-
tained by a majority of two in the di-
vision on M. CHAPLEAU’S vote of want
of confidence in the Government’s rail-
way policy. A few days ago the Ad-
ministration was beaten on a motion of
no great importance,but afterwards sus-
tained by a majority of four. To be
compelled to withdraw the only im-
portant measures of the session,
and to be dependent on a
slim and unstable majority which may
disappear at any time, must be a sore
trial to the Premier who boasted, when he
went to the country after the coup d’etat,
that he was going to have everything his
own way. L’Evenement, which has all
along stood by M. Jory, now admits
g:ththe game int;:p, and hints thntlt

a] o is the on

mﬁespe:loluﬂon 90%”0 tﬁl: de&dlock?
FaBre also discloses the secret
programme of the Government. The
coup d’etat was brought about really in
the interest of the CKENzIE Govern-
ment ; and M. JoLy caleulated that if
he carried the Province,and his Federal
allies were sustained in September, they
could be prevailed on to come to his aid
with ““better terms” ‘for Quebec or
with an easy loan. He contrived with
M. TurcorTr’s assistance to pull through
the elections and the first session, but
disaster befel his Ottawa allies, and the
well-laid scheme went aglee. M. JoLy
cannot extricate the Province from its
financial embarrassments, as he promised
to ‘do, without assistance frem the
Ottawa Government, and thatis now
out ~of the question. His policy of
economy has not been successful, and,
moreover, it has created intense dissatis-
faction among his ravenous followers.
Nothing remains for him, L’Evenement
thinks, but to confess his inability to
carry out his pledges, and to go to the
country with“an entirely new platform.

Senator FABrE’'s friendly advice to
the Premier will probably not be fol-
lowed. M. JoLy is not a resigning poli-
tician ; and although his friends boasted
only a few days ago that the Province
would sustain him handsomely if he
again went to the polls, he
is evidently not very sanguine
on that point. The LETELLIER matter,
out of which he expected to make much
capital, turned out badly ; and his utter
failure to redeem his promises, and the
desperate measures to which he has re-
sorted to keep his precarious majority
from going to pieces, have not added to
his own political reputation. We are sat-
isfied the Administration will be treated
with: the utmost fair play by the new
Lieut.-Governor, who will be loyal to
his advisers so long as they are sustain-
ed by a majority however small ; but it
is plain the end is near.

A special reports the discovery of rich
mineral veins in Northera Light lake, in
the region of the north shore of L:lke Sué

rior., It is a su continuation o
El:e wonderfully prolmﬁe veins on Silver
Islet. Three veins have been exposed, 14
feet below the surface, and the specimens
assay forty-nine dollars gold and fifty-
seven dollars silver per toa.

strenuous opposition to it.
— s
The Halifax Herald has consulted the
Custom House returns at that port from
the 15th March, when the new tariff came
into operation, to the 3lst July, a period
of four months, and compared the results
a8 to sugar importations with the corres-
ponding od of 1878. The result is
startling. Under Reform rule the quantity
imported during the four months of last
was 2,611,;71 pounds, of the value of
,782, as com with 9,535,313
pounds, valued at 187 d the last
four months. The di ce in value indi-
cated above, gives but a faint idea of the
effect of the new policy, for the low prices
of in the West Indies during the past
year have caused the increase of value to be
altogether disproportionate to the increase
of amount.
T —

A vigorous discussion is going on in
some Americzn papers with regard to Can.
sdian educational institutions. They are
trying to account for the fact that hun.
dreds of American lads attend Canadian
schools and colleges. One writer says the
reason is that the Canadian colleges have
better instructors and a higher curriculum.,
gx:; writer says :—‘‘ A pl'oofl that Cana-

ian oolleges, in regard to learning, are
better than American institutions, may be
found in the fact that all students going to
Canada are invariably placed in classes
lower than the ones they a$tended while
in the States, sn;;l there, instead of becom-
ing shining lights, they are frequently
found at the el;ﬁ, and u-i 1-egar¢1¢«;l a8 ex-
amples of polished ignorance.” On the
whole, the tants agree in commend-
ing Canadian colleges,

The attention of English tenant farmers
is being directed to Canada as am emigra-
tion field. The Liverpool Courier points
out that weeks before Lord Derby suggest-
ed that there were openings in new coun-
tries, English farmers had anticipated the
counsel and migrated to l1:110 omilm'on.
The process of thinning the icultural
ranks has commenced. The tide of emi-
gration has not been very strong so far, but
there are abundant signs that the exodus
now ina ted will gmtl{ increase in
volume before many months have elapsed.
The Courier mentions that great anxiety is
now manifested with respect to the amount
of success which those who have already
come to this country are likely to accom-
plish, A tonme of confidence is reported
among the emigrants themselves. There is
every prospect that a considerable propor-
tion otp the English tenant farmers who will
leave the shores of the mother country will
settle in the Dominion and assist in its
agricultural development.

—_————

A cerrespondent of the London T'jmes
advances a novel weather theory. He has
studied the subject for thirty years, and
finds that dry and wet seasons succeed one
another in alternate waves of nearly equal

length. Not that this equality of dura-
tion is quite absolute, or that the wave of
one period is exactly the fac-simile of that
of & period at an earlier or
a later time, but there is enough of regu-
larity and uniformity about the waves to
make the family likeness clearly discern-
ible to any eye that looks for it. These
veriods extend over three whole years for
each, and the following simple rules will
enable any one to work out the several
cycles of years for himself :—1. When the
number representing any given year is
even and exactly divisible three, that
year is the middle one of three cold and
ooy o your To o8t ond SWESD by
presen © year is and divisil y
thm,mth.t year is the middle of a
triad of dry and hot summers,” This
theory does not work in Canada. Last

ear was an even one and exactly divisible
{y three, but it certainly was not the
middle of a triad of cold and wet summers.

Loud complaints come from the North-
West respecting the manner in which the
treaty payments are made to the Indians
by the Government agents. The Selkirk
Inter-Gcean gives a couple of instances.

It appears that the agent mkins the pay-
ments in the Lake Winnipeg district ar-
ranged matters so that he and a trader,
who had chartered a steamer, should out-
strip the general body of traders and make
the payments and goods in a secluded
spot. This mancuvre was su y
carried out by the agent commencing to
pay at four o’clock one afternocn and con-
tinwing throughout the night. Anether
case ocourred at Selkirk. The regular
traders assembled on an island designated
a8 the place where the annuities would be
distributed. The agent arrived on a tug,
with a favourite trader on board, visited
the island, and gathered the Indians on
board, and then made the payments. The
trader, of course, conducted a brisk and
fitable business. There is & strong
eeling in the North-West that these tricks
ractised by Indian agents under the late
Boninion Government should be pro-
hibited, as the invariable result is that
worthless goods at exorbitant rates are
palmed off upon the red men.

-————————

Emigrants to Manitoba have to run the
gauntlet of land drummers acting for
American railway and other companies.
The advantages of Dakota and Minnesota
are painted in bright colours, but the fact
is carefully concealed that in consequence
of ‘the issue of enormous amounts of
fraudulent land scrip, it is almost impos-
sible to aacertain whether the seller has a
good title to the property which he seeks
to dispose of. Under the different treaties
which have been made with various Indian
tribes and bands for the extinction of their
titles in Minnesota it was usual for the In-
dians to make provision for their half.
breed relatives in the form of scrip for
land, sometimes applicable only to a par-
ticular section in the ceded territory, and
sometimes of general application to any
part of the public domamn. Under these
provisiona extensive frauds have been ;t))x::
tised ; a great deal of scrip having been
issued to parties having no claim to it, and
even in the names of parties having no ex-
istence. It was manufactured by whole-
sale by certain experts having confederates
in the United States land offices and in the
Intorior}]l)e ent,l Asc: a connigenble
part of the best pine lands and much agri-
cultural land has been plastered over with
this fraudulent scrip which was purchased
for a song.

_———

The Mark Lane Express of the 28th ult,
takes a very gloomy view of the harvest
prospects in Great Britain and the Conti-
nent. It says :—‘ The unfortunate far-
mers of our own and other countries are the

chief victims of the catastrophe. Next to
them, perhaps, their labourers will stand
in the order of suffering, and it is to be
feared that many industrious men will be
thrown out of employment during the

great l%ncultunl crigis that is now inevit-
able, % in the cases of workmen who

other hand,
utterly bad as the present one, and he will
then in & worse position than the la-
bourer, as he not only loses a position and
comforts to which he has m accus-
tomed, but he is less able to get a living as
a man without capital in the colonies,”
——————e
The Canadian Colonization and Aid So-
ciety of London have fixed upon two
townships on Rainy River, about thirty-
five miles from Fort Frances, for settle-
ment. The lots front the river, are ten
chaing in width, and have a depth of two
miles, KEach settler will be allowed to
homestead one of these lots and to pre-
empt the adjoining lot if vacant. The site
for the colony is pronounced by the party
sent up $o examine it as an excellent one,
Communication with the outside markets
promises to be easy ; the soil is capable of
frowi.ng almost anything ; game is plenti-
ul, and building material can be got in
any quantity. e only drawback to the
place seems to be that the sweet singing
mosquitoes have got possession of the two
townships, and threaten to dispute the ter-
ritory ‘inch by inch, with the incoming
settlers. Mosquitoes, however, are not, as
has hitherto been sup , only for orna-
ment. If a farmer in Florida is to be be-
lieved, they have a field of usefulness,
This veracious iculturist says they
assist him in ho:ﬁg and collecting his
cattle. Out of the mosquito season, he
adds, his cattle get quite wild, but under
the influence of these pests they become
docile and easy to manage. This may be
true of Florida ; but elsewhere the mos-
%uito- have no such soothing powers.
erhaps those of Rainy Lake may turn out
to be of the Florida species, however,
—_——
An important advantage that a Canadian
farmer possesses over his brother in Eng-
land is the facility afforded for the pur-
chase and transfer of land. Ontario farms
are almost always in the market, and their
titles can be transferred with little diffi-
culty and trifling expense. But very
seldom does a piece of land come into the
market in the British Isles, and when it
does, it is so entangled in a net of deeds,
wills, mi and leases, that a poor
man cannot afford to for the inquiry
which must be made g&rs the title can
be called good. For example, in Decem-
ber, 1877, a farmer of small means bought
in England three acres of glebe land, with
a tithe-rent ch: of $75 a year, and had
to pay over for the examination,
establishment and transfer of the title.
But, under the land laws, it is almost im-
mlible for the tenant farmer to purchase
In view of the severe competition
between American and British farm pro-
ducts, the land question has assumed in-
creased proportions in the public mind,
and an effort will be made to obtain a con-
siderable modification of the existing laws.
Their effect may be seen in the distribu-
tion of the land. In England and Wales
there are, in round numbers, 37,250,000
acres, and 17,500,000 acres, or nearly one-
half, are owned by 4,500 . Three
of these persons own 420,000 acres. In
Scotland there are 19,000,000 acres, of
which 9,400,000 are owned by 70 persons.
The Duke of Sutherland owns 1,326,000
acres in Socotland, and nine-tenths of
Scotland’s area are in the hands of less
than 1,700 persons, One-half of Ireland
is owned by less than 750 persons, and
two-thirds by less than 2,000.
—————
Col. Shaw, United States Consul at
Manchester, and formerly representing
6 Republic in this city, has fur-
ished his Government with an inter-
repert on the condition of the Eng-

much of the American produce almost

directly reaches the oonsumer, thus cut-
ting out many of the ‘‘middlemen” who

tion in icultural products is
i to.gnbe realized to the

come between the producer and
consumer. This is particularly true of
meat; but even better methods might be
devised for placing American cheese, but-
ter, hams, fruits, &c., so as to totally
avoid the ‘‘middlemen.” This question
of ““ middlemen ” is bein%;:gll;t:bd, and it
is probable that the ish system of
handling produce will finally be totally
abolished as American srtl:;eshéln
the long era of land’s prosperity little
attenﬁgn hubee“ng id to the mannerin
which foreign products could be speedily
and cheaply distributed to the consumer.
It will lnrily be believed that in a country
80 densely populated, and where competi-
tion.is so keen, wholesale and retail deal-
ers in farm produce in England make
double the fita that dealers make in
America. TE:.OColonol says the agitation
inst free trade is becoming more mark-
:5 every day, and the farmers and manu-
f-c]:.urm before 1 % g)rotut at tg
against a system which discrimina
&mt themselves. Landowners too,
suffer in consequence of lowered rents, and
they will give their co-operation.
—_——

An English correspondent writes to us
regarding the opportunity that is afforded
Canadian shippers of live stock to open up
a profitable trade with the north-east coun.
ties of England, where there is a dense

ulation engaged in the manufacturing
gg mining industries. He shows that
Newcastle many advantages as a
of landing. A line of steamers
S" been ;-hhblu;;d;‘ between the United
tates and the e. An experimental
cargo of oxen has arrived in the
the Republic. The animals were landed at
Tyne dock, a distance of seven miles from
Newcastle ; were sold by auction alive,
and then slaughtered there on account of
the Cattle Diseases’ Act now in force against
the United States. They brought about
9s. per stone of 14 Ilbs. Canadian
stock, however, would be allowed to enter
direct into Newcastle live cattle marke
and would be sold by private bargain
alongside of English animals, the prices for
which at present are from 10s. to 10s. 6d.
per stone for prime oxen and 10s. to 11s. 6d.
per stone for sheep. These prices can be
relied upon, and so steady is the demand
that they do not fluctuate more than about
a cent per lb. at any one time. Such is
not the case with Liverpool, owing to its
being the rece; e for all the live sto
from the southern counties of Ireland,
nearly all the dead meat from the United
States, and the bulk of the live stock from
both the United States and Canada. The
first objection may also, for the most part
of the year, apply to Glasgow, only
unlike Liverpool it receives the chief
part of its supplies from the northern
counties of Irshns instead of the southern
and it also commands all the northern pro-
vinces of Scotland. The dues at Axmin-
ster Quay are light compared with others,
beingin all 2s. per head for cattle, and
24d. each for sheep, while the cost of tran-
sit by rail to London is about 15s. per
beast and 2s. for sheep. With to
return freights for vessels, they could al-
ways be supplied with iron and chemicals
on the spot. The importance of opening
up trade connections with the northern
counties of England will, no doubt, be duiy

estimated by our shippers.

THE CITY RECORD,

——— & |
A Toronto firm has roposed 1
gos works at Lindsay, S

The Hanlan Club has dissolv
champion will now manage his ::iv,n‘:gu?:
Nineteenth annual i '
Ontario Telol_:en’ Association is in pro-
gress. There is a large attendance,
Arrangements for the Toronte Exhibitiop
are fast nearing completion. The Gover.
nor-General and the Princess ise wil]
arrive in the city on Friday, Sept. 5th, and
on the of that day they wij
formally open the exhibition.
Rev. Henry Baldwin, D.D., son of
Iate Canon Baldwin, has signified his w1
lingness to accept the incumbency of the
Church of the Ascension—the Canon Bal4.
win Memorial church—which has beep
offered him. He is in England at present,
but will be here early in September,
It is understood that Dr. J. 8. King, of
this city, has been appointed surgeon to
the Mercer Institution. Of his profes.
sional attainments and his fitness for the

ition, we cannot Eak ; but he hag

secretary of the Reform Association

for some years, and probably that fact
prevailed with Mr. Mowat.

The corner stone of a new Presbyterian
church was laid on Tuesday afternoon on
Don_uon avenue, being the last of a series
of six sacred edifices for the same denom;.
nation that have been erected in the city
during the last four and a half years, The
building is to cost $16,000, and will have
seating capacity for one thousand people,

THE PIONEERS 06 HOUSE.—The logs
for use in the erection of the York
Pioneers’ house on the Exhibition grounds,
have arrived at Parkdale. The work of
putting the timbers into position will take
place on Thursday, and the Pioneers are
to perform the

SuvopeNy DEATH.—Sarah Level, aged
nineteen years, died very suddenly on Tues-
day morning 4t the home of her mother,
near the Roman Catholic cemetery, Yonge
street, It appears that the deceased
visited the city about ten o’clock to make
some purchases, On her arrival home,
about noon, she retired to her bedroom,
on the floor of which she was a few minutes
afterwards found dead. The deceased did
not complain of being ill either before
leaving for the city or after her return
home. Coroner Armltrong was notified,
and opened an enquiry at O’Halloran’s hote]
on Tuesday night. The mother of the de-
ceased atltloid l::‘ll:er daught:]: had en.
joyed excellent th duri e two
years. The Coroner co::il:egred is‘::teces-
sary to adjourn the investigation till
Thursday evening, so that a post mortem
could be made.

A CoMMERCIAL TRAVELLER VICTIMISED,
—A commercial traveller named Morrison,
and hailing from this city, was victimised
the other day at Gananoque, by what is
known as the lock trick. While stroliing
through the streets, he was accosted by a
man who ed him in conversation. A
few minutes after a peddler came along,
and handed the traveller a lock, which he
said had a secret way of operating. The
peddler then left the two for a few minutes,
and while he was away the lock was ex-
amined and found to work very easily. On
the owner’s return, the man who had first
accosted the traveller remarked that any-
body could open the lock, whereupon the
sup dler offered to bet $20 that
neither of the two could open it. Of
course, sharper No. 1 had no money, and
the result was that the traveller 'was in-
duced to bet $5. The lock was then tried,
but the Torontonian could now do nothin,
with it, and he discovered that he ha
been victimised by two accomplished
sharpers,

Evapine TEE CustoMs Duries.—The
Chicago T'ribune Publishea a short account
of how certain Toronto merchants have
been carrying on an illegal trade in laces,
silks, etc., with their American cousins,
A postmaster in Grundy county, Ill., be-
came suspicious of packages and letters
bearing the Toronto P. O. mark. Con.
lnlﬁni:ith the American postal authori-
thes, was ' instracted how to act. A
letter from a dry firm in this city

y passed
hands of the Grundy cognty postmaster.
On being opened, it was found to be a p-i-
vate circular soliciting orders, and stating
that the said house was sendi
quantities of fine laces through the ma
toall parts of the United States, in such a
manner as to save the amoumt of the duties
to the The Tribune urges
postmasters elsewhere to be on their guard
inst delivering mail matter from this

city without first subjecting it to careful
examination,

GINNER 13 CoMMITTED FOR TRIAL.—
Samuel George Ginner, who was
in this city last week and taken to
Woodville, was recently placed on trial.
The complainants were Messrs. A. C.
Campbell & Co., of that village, who
charged Ginner with having fraudulently
obtained eleven kegs of butter. The evi-
dence went to show that Ginner purchased
the bué;.er for the Toronto Commiuifon
House Company, agreeing to pay therefor
eleven nentlp;:r pound. About ten days
after the butter was shipped the consignor
received a letter from the President of the
concern, containing the information that
the butter had been sold for eight cents
per pound. Commission and freight ex-
penses being deducted from this, the To-
ronto men forwarded to Messrs. Campbell
& Co. a thirty day note for the amouat.
Not liking the manner in which they had
been treated, a member of that firm came
on to this city and had am unpleasant in-
terview with the officers of the company.
A lawyer was consulted, and Ginner’s ar-
rest followed. Messrs. Arch. Carmichael
and E. R. Irish, the justices before whom
Ginner was brought, considered that the
charge-was sustained, and the prisoner was
committed to Lindsay gaol to await his
trial.

A Wise Legislater.

Heis successful because he has the
manly courage to rise above all personal
motives or interests and cast his vote and
influence on the side of measures which
will contribute to the well-being of his
fellow-men. The of the many, even
though it proves injurious to the interests
of the few, is the maxim of the -wise legis-
lator. But certain men will never admit
the wisdom of this doctrine, any more
than some selfish private practitioners will
admit the superlative value of Dr. Pierce’s
Golden Medical Discovery and Plessant
Purgative Pellets, becanse these remalies
have injured their practice. Of course,
no man in his right senses will pay a pay-
sician §5 for a consultation, a bottle of
bitters, a few powders and a prescriptitn,
when one bottle of Dr. Pierce’s Goldn
Medical Discovery and a bottle of lis
Pleasant Purgative Pellets, both costing
but $1.25, willg:ccomph'sh the same result,
viz :— Cleanse the liver and blood, regulat
and tone the stomach, and impart a health:
ful action to the bowels and kidneys.

——

The Mail, during the past few years, has
been steadily gaining in popularity, until
now it is recognized as being the premier
journal of Ontario.—Aurora Conservative,

Returns of the arrivals and departures of
ocean going vessels at Quebec and Mont-
real indicate the revolution that is taking
place in the carrying trade. While the
number of sailing vessels at Quebec showed
a decline of 283 this season, the steamers
increased 15 per cent in number and 17 per
cent in tonnage. Except for some peculiar
purposes, the recent improvement in
marine engines and the great cheapness of
running steamers arising from the economy
in coal produced by these improvements,
have made the sailing ship almost as much
s thing of the past as a mail stage.
Steamers will, moreover, soon be construct-
ed of steel. The excess in the falling off of
foreign as compared with British tonnage
was still more remarkable. The British
declined by only about 13 per cent., the
foreign by nearly 33 per cent. This, at all

events, shows that the British retain their
{ old supremacy on the sea,

8, g,
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3 . A PRESENT FOR THE POOR.
- 8. Jomx, N.B., Aug. 9.—Before
this morning, the Go
received an address from §i
Andrew’s Society, to which he made
formal reply. The Mayor received a
from the Governor-Generals Se
thanking the citizens through him f¢
° iastic reception accorded his Ji
and the Princess. The Mayo
$500 as a joint offering fron
Marquis and Princess to be distril
smong the poor.
FREDERICTON IN EXPECTANCY,
FREDERICTON, N.B.* Aug. 9. Fred
ton has been full of strangers and
flowing with excitement over the adve
the party to the capital
t a party from Woodstockd
the upper 8t. John. These w.
in the afternoon by a party from six o
below town in a steamer, while the cou
people flocked to the city in coun
pumbers. As early as two o’clock g
o gather on the banks of the
: the crowd extended over a mile dq
Two steamers, with Sabbath school ¢
ren, went down to meet the party,
sfter proceeding six miles, returned
the steamer having their Excellencie;
board. At Gagetown, by request, the
sailed close to the landing, and the M.
and Princess appeared on deck. As
steamer passed the wharf at that pg
there were cheers from a vast crowd
bad collected, and it was the same at e
pettlement. A galute of twenty-one g
was fired as the viceregal steamer read
a bend in the river, about a mile belo
city, and this was answered by rin|

ARRIVAL AT THE PROVINCIAL CAPITA
When the steamer reached the land
her Royal Highness and the Marquis
coeded to thestern. Two pipers stag]
ed on the wharf then played ‘¢ The
bells are coming,” until the party step
on to the whl.r;. Asthey advanced to
guard of Fonour from the 7lst Batt.,
men came $o the present, and cheers w
up from the large assemblage. Their
:lp“ﬂld“ bowed their acknowledgem
frequently, and left as the demonstraty
increased in fervour, stepping into a
age in waiting.
A STATE DINXER
was given to-night at Government Hod
There were present his Excellency,
Princess Louise, Governor Chandier
lady, Mrs. DeWinton, the Metropolitan
Canada, the Chief Justice, Judge
more and Mn Wetmore, the Presiden
the Executive Council, the Attornev.G
eral, the Provincial Secretary and
the . Chief Commissioner of Py
Works, tire Solicitor-General, the Spes
and lady, Hon. D. L. Harrington
lady, Hon. Wm. E. Perley, Mayor G
ory, the Warden of York County, Liex
Col. Maunsell and lady, Lieut.-Col. )
Perley, Hon. Mr. Adaxg
The Surveyor-General was too ill to
present.
THE NORMAL SCHOOL.
FREDERICTON, N.B., Aug. 11.—A¢
o'clock this mominf his Excellency
her Royal Highness left Government Ho
and proceeded to the Normal School bai
ing. The Marquis and Princess were n
on the te y the Superintendent
Education, . Theodore H. Rand,
introduced. All the lower rooms of &
building were then visited, and both
Excellency and the Princess expreas|
satisfaction with the general appearanc
of the building. On the seco
floor the principals were collect
in their general robes, and both the Prine
and Marquis conversed pleasantly with #
teachers and principals of the school. M
Rand invited his Excellency and her Roy
.ndtou:gn their ndazes in the visit
y 0 willingly. T}
party then uoenm the lnrg:gx{xibi i
room, where the young ladies who a
the school were seated, and his Exceller
made a brief expressing his gre
pleasure at ng present.

NEW BRUNSWICK UNIVERSITY,

When the party was passing Mr. Samu
W. Babbitt’s residence a nmﬁber of litt
girls marched out and presented their E
cellencies with five bouquets of beautift
flowers. The Marquis and Princess stoy]
ped and spoke to the ladies on the dog
steps, thanking them for their kindne
At the University, Prof. Jack, presiden:
was presented, and afterwards D

s Dr, Harrison, Prof. Rivet, and th
mem| of the Senate, the Chie
Justice, Judge Fisher, Hon. David Warld
and Dr. Atherton. Dr. Jack regrette
that the students were away from the i
stitution, and the Marquis said it woul
have afforded him pleasure to have me
them. The library, museum, students
“ading-room and apparatus were nex]
Visited. The Marquis expressed great ir
terest in the samples of albertite, coal, an
other minerals of the Province shown i
the museum. When the building had
been explored the party proceeded to

THE EXHIBITION BUILDING,

¥here immense crowds of people were coll
lected, The interior of the guilding wa
ﬁly_ decorated for the occasion, the dai
king especially fine. In the gallery
ad upper end of the building the schoo
were seated, and over their head
ed the motto, ‘‘God Bless ou
”t:nlthu the hands of the clock
“reé on two, the viceregal party drove u
the door, alighted, and entersd thg
wding, They were escorted by the
“ayor and City Council to the dais. The
>ilice was crowded with people, and it was
mpossible to maintain perfect order, but
the addresses were all read clearly
3 distinctly they could be heard in ai-
most all parts of the building. His Wor-
0ip Mayor Gregory stepped in front of his
“xcellency and her Royal Highness and
*ad am address from the City Council, to
tich his Excellency replied. Then
B William McBean, Warden of the
ounty of Kent, read an address, to which
@ xcellency replied. The members of
both City and County Councils were pre-
*nted, and the proceedings terminated.
DEPARTURE FROM FREDERICTON.
REDERICTON, N.B., Aug. 12.—By a
Uarter o nine this morningg; great nst’xm-
<t of people had assembled in the vicinity
t Sh 's wharf, anxious to have an-
%r look, perhaps the last they will ever
¢, of the Princess, who by her gracious
4 pleasing manners during her stay in
i ity has made herself so beloved by
* At ten minutes to nine a guard of
nour under command of Capt. Cropley,
“aded by the band of the 7lst battalion,
larcheq down Queen street, and took up
I position on the wharf. The steamer |
 ° 8ay with flags and the standard of old
'8'and was unfurled from the highest |
p&-pole. At ten minutes past nine, the f
Vid t:Veston moved away from the
» the people gave three hearty cheers,
the band rendered ‘‘ Auld Lang
: In & masterly manner. The Mar-
e incess remained upon the deck,
™ l:‘"nd repeatedly to the crowds as-
"bled on the wharf and shore. Col.
oo ell, Col. McShane and Capt. Perley
~mpanied the party to St. John. !
CONTRIBUTION TO THE POOR.

The followi . i {
™~ wing letter was received by the

I

yne »

. the Governor-General’s Sec-
boal”" bafore_the departure of the vice-
2 this morning :— 1
n%"‘&l.—l am directed by his Excellency the
0 by to enclose herewith the sum of §
hd h;‘wdolhn a8 a joint gift from himself
dm&)"l Higlness the Princess Louise to the §
bre Cityon the occasionof their first visit

Nﬂuu:]dy yours,
(Signed) J. DEWINTON,
Governor-General’s Secretary.

RETURN TO ST. JOHN. l
OHN, N.B., Aug. 12.—At three |
o afternoon the viceregal party i
;:i,“ Indiantown in the steamer David
g 100m Fredericton, The party on {
he p.oRsisted of the Governor-General, |

Frincess, Major and Mre, d Winton. |




