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Correspondence.
JUDGE WILKINSON’S LETTER 

VIEWED.
RE-

Chatham, June 5th, ’8*.
Editors Advocate.—In the Advocate and 

Advance issues of last week, appears an 
open letter from the Chairman of the 
License Act Commissioners, purporting 
to be an answer to communications ad­
dressed to him by the Sons of Temper­
ance Divisions, enquiring why the Board 
and Inspector are not enforcing the Scott 
Act In the Copnty. In this letter the 
chief points sought to be established by 
the learned Chairman are—That the 
Board cannot deal with general com­
plaints against the Inspector for neglect 
of duty, that any charges brought 
against him must be specific and a full 
opportunity given him of answering 
them and of explaining his conduct or 
neglect or refusal of duty ; that the Board 
is appointed to determine matters within 
its proper scope and authority, and in 
this way carry out the purposes for 
which it was appointed ; that it is not 
merely a corresponding Board to answer 
enquiries that may or may not be within 
its proper province, and that so far as 
the Chairman is concerned, he has 
neither time nor disposition for such an 
occupation ; that the Board is authorized 
to appoint an Inspector whose plain duty 
it is among other things “ to institute'pro­
secutions whenever he has reason to be­
lieve that this Act has been violated and 
that'such prosecutions can be success­
fully" maintained” ; that Counties adopt­
ing the Canada Temperance Act of 1878 
fall under the operation of the Liquor 
License Act of 1883 and as a consequence 
it is the Inspector’s duty to enforce tl e 
provision in the 119th Section of the 
Canada Temperance Act ; that their ap­
pointment of Inspector for this County 
is in the opinion of the Board a satisfac­
tory one ; that it is not the duty of the 
Inspector alone to lay complaints and 
institute prosecutions against violators 
bf the Act but also the duty ot “ all 
good men loyal and true” who are asked 
to assist in putting an end to thelpresent 
disgraceful proceedings ; that there is a 
pecuniary inducement for private indivi 
duals to prosecute cases of violation in­
asmuch as the law provides that one half 
of the penalties recovered in such prosecu 
tions shall be paid the complainants ; that 
the Inspector having given bonds for the 
due performance and faithful discharge 
of the duties of his office, “ the Board 
have no power to direct him what he 
shall or shall not do,” in other 
words, have no control of him and final­
ly that the Chairman of the Board need 
not be expected to “ initiate himself or 
press the initiation of any particular 
case for the breach or breaches of these 
Acts” in case it might interfere with his 
judicial duties. And through it all there 
runs a vein of tender solicitude that ne 
Infringements of the Acts may occur and 
an apparent anxiety, not unmixed with 
£he implied hope, that the Scott Act 
shall be enforced by some one.

But yet there is a sense of disappoint­
ment to good men loyal and true” in 
reading this carefully worded and happy 
composition and collection of admissions 
and facts, arising from the lack of any de­
finite idea, aim or object throughout the 
whole communication, or any intimation 

- as to what plan of action in relation to 
the enforcement of the Scott ^ct has 
been adopted by the Board, or what de­
cision they have arrived at in regard to 
it, and whether anything more need be 
expected from the other two Commis­
sioners than from the Chairman (other 
than disquisitions on what should be 
done) looking towards or aiming at en­
forcing the Act. The uppermost feeling, 
and which intrudes itself on the mind on 
reading the Chairman’s» letter, is that, 

^ though the language used is spirited, it 
possesses a fatal weakness and is charac­
terized by a want of what is popularly 
known as “ backbone.” Now as a mem­
ber of Northumberland Division and con­
versant with tiie contents of the Com­
munication addressed by that body to 
the L’halrman, a copy of which I have 
been favored with, I would say and pur­
pose to point out, that his reply is in no 
wise an answer to that communication. 
It was sent to the Chairman over a 
month ago, at which time the Inspector 
had not since his appointment some two 
months before, laid any complaints or 
entered any prosecutions against viola­
tors of the Scott Act or apparently had 
not entered upon his duties, although as 
he affirmed himself, he expected arn^ 
meant to be paid for his time since his 
appointment, and there was a general 
uncertainty as to whether the Inspector 
intended to take any steps towards en­
forcing the Act or not. The reason 
given by tbe Inspector for his inaction 
was that he had been instructed by the 
Chairman of the Board, not to begin any 
prosecutions till a decision had been 
given by the higher Courts as to the con­
stitutionality of the License Act 1883, 
and it was in reference to this matter . 
and an enquiry as to what position the 
Board assumed in relation to enforcing 
the Scott Act and what its intentions 
were, that constituted the" purpose and 
formed the subject matter of the Divi­
sion’s letter at that time, and I under­
stand the communications sent the 
Chairman by Newcastle and other Divi­
sions, were of the same tenor, and writ­
ten with the same object in view, to as­
certain if the Board intended to act upon 
their appointment and take any action in 
the matter. To show the nature of the 
letter calling out the reply from the 
Chairman, and the desire of the Divisions 
for the general good, I hope it will not 
be unfitting “ for this once” with your 
permission, to reproduce that communi­
cation that those interested mav see 
what its objective point was. It is as 
follows :—

Northumberland Division S. uf T. I 
Chatham, April 26th, 1884. S

To His Honor Judge Wilkinson, 
Chairman of Board License Act Commis­

sioners.
At a meeting of the Sons oi Temperance 

held last evening, the undersigned members 
were appointed a Committee to address a 
communication to you as Chairman of the 
Board, enquiring lor what reason the Board 
Commissioners and Chief Inspector are not 
enforcing the Canada Temperance Act in 
this County. Test the provisions of the 
Scott Act are being openly ana outrageously 
violated by liquer dealers in this County 
who are boldly selling intoxicating drinks in 
defiance of the law, is a notorious f»ct, p -- 
tent to all persons. That the Chief Inspector 
has not and is not performing nor attempting 
to perform or discharge the duties of hit 
office by laying information against and pro- 
seculing parties guilty of such violations and 
Especially under the provisions ot Section 
119tb third part of the Temperance Act, or 
in any degree attempting to prevent the sale 
ot intoxicating liquor in this County or Dis­
trict, is also an equally well known and ad­
mitted tact. That, encouraged by the fore­
going fact and tnc absence of any deterrent 
check or restraint from the proper authori­
ties, the liquor cr iers are rendered defiant 
and contemptious uf the law, and with im­
punity are lawlessly and illegally engaged 
In the iniquitous traffic and sale of intoxi­
cants, is also a tact and a state of affairs dis­
creditable, humiliating and disgraceful to the 
County of Northumberland. In tbe face of 
these facts and iu view of the position ad­
vanced and assumed by your Board in reia- 

, tkm to tbe enforcement of the Scott Act in 
this County, asset forth in your published 
address and warning at time of your appoint­
ment, as represen atlves of the Temperance 
and law-abiding people of this community, 
we ask, why your Board has not maintained 
that position by consistently and conscien­
tiously enlorclrg the law. We wish to en­
quire and we ask tor s satisfactory reply, 
whether the Chief Inspector is in receipt ot 
or expects to receive any salary or emolu­
ment in conned ion with bis office, and it so, 
why your Board does not compel him to per­
form tbe duties appertaining thereto, or 
otherwise appoint to that office a person 
qualified ana efficient and desirous of doing 
his duty conscientiously, without fear or 
favor f

We are aware that the Chief Inspector 
has circulated the report that be has been in­
structed by your Board not to institute anv 
proceedings against violators of the Scott, 
Act, till the Liquor License Act of IS** is 
declared constitutional by decision ot Su­
preme Court or Privy Council, but we failto 
see and are supported in this view by all in 
telllgent persons conversant with this subt 

seat manner the Liquor License Aot

even if unconstitutional in some parts, at 
fe ctsthis County under the Canada Temper­
ance Act. and tbe Board and Chief Inspector 
aopolnted for the purposes of and by virtue 
of sections 142 and 143 of said License Act 
relating to Municipalities under the Canada 
Temperance Act of 1878.

And we would point ont that in othe 
Counties In Nova Scotia and New Brunswic 
in which the Scott jtet has been adopted an 
notably the Counties ot York and Charlotte 
of our own Province, that tbe Commission

jject, in i

therelore ask, (if the Inspector's report is 
vour view ot the matter) what disabilities 
"we in this County are laboring under that 
we are not on an equal footing with these 
other Counties in this matter ot the enforce­
ment ot the Act by your Board and tbe Chief 
Inspector, and we would ask you to define 
your position in this vital and important 
matter.

We will not touch at this time upon other 
points, nor dwell upon the disgraceful state 
of affairs prevailing in our County in conse­
quence of the apathy and criminal negligence 
of our authorities in this matter, producing 
as an inevitable result, laxity ot morals, dis 
regard and contempt of the law, with its at­
tendant evils; but we are determined here­
with to inaugurate a persistent agitation by 
all legal, lawful and available means tor the 
strict enforcement of the Canada Temper­
ance Act, and in the interest of law and 
order and of the moral well-being of the law 
abiding citizens of our community, whose 
support, sympathy and co-operation w 
have, we demand and insist that the Scott 
Act shall be enforced, and the Sons of Tem­
perance with other Temperance men now 
await and will be obliged for an early an­
swer from your Board to this communica­
tion.”

Now no reply to this was given by the 
honored Chairman of the Board, but as 
very shortly after, the Inspector laid 
complaint against a party for violation 
of the Act, and seemingly had received 
instructions to enter on and apparently 
had commenced his duties, the principal 
object of these communications at that 
time, had been attained, and when one 
month later, after that period’s medita­
tion, the Chairman evolved the ostensible 
reply published in last week’s papers, it 
will be seen that he takes no notice of 
the main enquiries contained in those 
letters addressed him and therefore his 
emanatiOE is in no sense an answer there­
to, except in so far as he attempts to cut 

Inut and create for himself and assumes 
♦position of non-obligation and of vir­
tual inaction, in regard to the enforce­
ment of this law, and a tacit-renunciation 
of the obligations and duties devolving 
on him by law for the maintenance of 
the Scott Act in its integrity, and because 
the Chairman in his letter, in order If 
possible to establish himself in this po­
sition, has by means of specious and un­
warranted reasoning, attempted in a 
measure, to shift the responsibility of 
enforcing the Act from off the shonlders 
of the Board, and place it on those of 
private individuals, it would be well for 
public inlormation, to set out in full that 
part of the License Act ot 1883 by virtue 
of which the Board and Inspector are 
appointed, and the duties it calls upon 
them to discharge, and inasmuch as no 
licenses are issuable in Counties which 
have adopted tbe Scott Act, and the 
Board «have no duties whatever to per­
form in that connection, it will be seen 
that their appointment under the License 
Act is for the sole purpose of carrying 
out the provisions of the Temperance 
Act, and that they are officers specially 
appointed by law, for the purpose of pre­
venting the sale and traffic in intoxica­
ting drink in this County.

The Sections are as follows :—
Municipalities under the Temperance 

Act.
Section 141. Nothing in the foregoing pro- 

• usions ot this Act shall be construed to ef­
fect or impair any of the provisions of The 
Canada Temperance Act of 18TS, and no 
hotel, saloon. Or shop license shall be issued 
r,r take effect within any County, city, town, 
incorporated villages, or township in Canada 
Within which the second part of the said 
Act has been brought into force as by said 
Act provided or within which any by-law 
•or prohibiting the sale ot liquor under 
‘ The Temperance Act of 1864,” or any 
other A et is in iorce.

Section 142. “ A Board ot Commissioners 
may. notwithstanding that such Actor any 
such by-law affects the whole of any County 
he nominated therelore; and tbe said Board 
and the Inspectors shall have, discharge and 
- xereise all such powers and dutiee respec­
tively for preventing the sale or disposal o(, 
>r traffic in liquor contrary to the said Acts 
or this Act, as. they respectively have or 
-hould exercise or perform under this Act.”

Section 143. “ The Board and the Inspec­
ts shall exercise and discharge all their 

respective powers and duties for the enforce­
ment ol the provisions of The Canada 
Temperance Act, 1878, and The Temper 
aiice Act of 1664, as well as of this Act. So 
far us the same apply within the limits of 
ii-y Counly. dty, incorpoiated village, or 
uwnsbip or parish, in which the first men­

tioned Act is in force.”
It will be therefore seen that the sole 

duties of the Board and Inspector is the 
proper enforcement of the Scott Act and 
us the law provides remunerative salaries 
for these officers, the whole responsibili­
ty of doing so, now rests with the Board 
uud Inspector, and nowhere In the Act 
is there any warrant for the view express­
ed by the Chairman, that it is merely the 
duty of the Inspector, “to assist and co­
operate in the carrying out of the Scott Act' 
and that it is not “ his duty alone.’’ The 
Chairman attempts to show that it is the 
r’uty of “ all good citizens” to constitute 
themselves complainants and prosecutors 
for violations of the Act. As the License 
^pt is not in effect in this county, except 
in so far as the Board and Inspector 
corne under its operation, I do not know 
that the Chairman is correct in quoting 
section 117th of that Act, which enacts 
“ that any person may be a prosecutor 
or complainant under this Act.” This, 
and section 101st of “ The Canada Tem­
perance Act,’’ which enacts that the pro­
secution may be brought by or in the 
name of the Collector of Inland Revenue, 
within whose official Division the offence 
was committed ; or by or in the name of 
anv person,” are the sole grounds the 
Chairman finds on which to base his 
claim that it is the duty of private indi­
viduals to become complainants or pro­
secutors. He attaches great importance 
to this point, and lays great stress on 
these sections quoted, and passes over 
the next section of the C. T. Act, the 
102nd which enacts— “ It shall be" the 
duly of such Collector of Inland Revenue 
to bring such prosecution whenever he 
shall have reason to believe that any 
such offence has been committed and that 
a prosecution therefore can be sustained” 
& etc. and also the sections enacting that 
it is the duty of the Board and Inspector 
to enforce the provisions of the Scott 
Act, as being of incomparably lesser im­
portance.

No doubt it is the moral duty of all 
law-abiding citizens and a fundamental 
pritciple of organized society for mutual 
protection and preservation of law and 
order and for the interests of good gov­
ernment, that they assist iq enforcing 
the observance of the law, but they are 
in no wise responsible in the eye of the law, 
or under any obligation for the enforce­
ment of the Act, except in so far as they 
may desire to render assistance to the 
law officers by voluntarily becoming com­
plainants or prosecutors, a privilege ac­
corded to them under the Scott Act 
But it is otherwise with the Board of 
Commissioners and Chief Inspector who 
as the paid officials appointed for that 
purpose, are legally ana morally respon­
sible for the strict observance of the 
Scott Act law, and accountable for any 
failure in its enforcement. In respect to 
the great and increased Inducements of 
the law to individual complainants, 
which the Chairman so iuringiy holds up 
before their eyes, f. would say and I be­
lieve I voice the sentiments of “ all good 
men, loyal and true” who are sincerely 
desirous of seeing the Act made a “ liv­
ing, telling and operative” one, and who 
do what they can to attain that object, 
that they do so from higher motives than 
from any mere pecuniary induceiqent 
that might accrue to them as “ com­
plainants or prosecutors,’’ and that they 
would not individually accept of any 
moneys so earned. This view may seem 
strange fo, and may not be comprehended 
by the Chairman, but it is nevertheless 
true, and a» the Licence 4,ct confers on 
the Board of Commissioners, the same 
powers and duties for the prevention ot

the illegal sale of liquor, as they should 
have and exercise had that Act been in 
force, and as the appointment of the In­
spector rests with them, it plainly is the 
duty of the Board to see that he efficient­
ly discharges the duties of liis office, and 
if they find him guilty of laxity and gen­
eral inefficiency, on which point they 
can easily inform themselves if they care 
to do so, it is their plain duty in the in­
terests of law and order as conscientious 
and faithful officers, to dismiss him with­
out waiting for specific charges of ne­
glect of duty to be proven and brought 
home to him by private individuals, and 
to appoint to the office an efficient and 
qualified temperance man, “ who would 
do his work conscientiously and prose­
cute law breakers, not merely through 
the promptings of officialism, but 
through an earnest desire to maintain 
law, secure order, and promote the best 
interests of society.”

In this connection I would like to say 
and to impress it strongly on the Chair­
man, that the temperance and law-abid­
ing citizens cannot work in conjunction 
with any Inspector whom they cannot 
respect apd in whom they have no con­
fidence, and not until an appointment is 
made to that office of a person who will 
command their respect andconfldence can 
they cprdially co-operate with and assist 
him In his work. Now as to the appoint­
ment in this County, when the temper­
ance man alluded to by the Chairman 
made application for information regard­
ing the office of Inspector, he found that 
nothing definite as to its duties or salary 
was then known by the Chairman, who 
promised to let him know what they 
were when ascertained. Under these 
circumstances, this person very properly 
declined to be nominated as an applicant 
till he knew what duties he had to dis­
charge and what salary he would receive 
therefor. He heard nothing further from 
the Chairman as promised, till he heard 
bf the appointment of the present Inspec­
tor, in securing whose services the Board 
acted not from choice, but under instruct­
ions which are well enough understood. 
The Chairman intimates that the Board 
is not for purposes of correspondence 
and I wonld beg to assure him on behalf 
of the Division that they do not esteem 
it such anjtonor, er so productive of 
satisfaction to them, that they will con­
tinue to address such communications 
to the Board, when that body, by the 
commendable and faithful discharge of 
its duties in relation to the enforcement 
of the Scott Act or honest endeavour to 
do so, shall have rendered any further 
correspondence unnecessary. The 
Chairman makes quite a touching appeal 
to the temperance people not to look on 
inactively and see the laws openly set at 
defiance, when presumably they have the 
evidence to make complaints, and seems 
to forget that it is for these purposes 
that the Board and Inspector were ap­
pointed and expect to be paid. The 
Chairman hazards the opinion that the 
case however is not altogether without 
hope, if the Chatham Committee truly 
express a real intention when they say

we are determined herewith to 
inaugurate a persistent agitation 
by all legal, lawful and available 
means for the strict enforcement 
of the Canada Bemperance Act. 
This would almost imply that the case 
would be without hope, if the Board 
were left to themselves, but as far as the 
Division and that Committee are con­
cerned, they are determined to persist in 
that agitation, and trust in its accom­
plishment to use legal means when ne­
cessary, lawful means at all times, and 
to make use of all available means in 
their power or that may offer them for 
that purpose.

The letter states that when the Chief 
Inspector is appointed and has given 
bonds for the due and faithful perform­
ance of his duties he is in a great mea­
sure independent of the Board and they 
have no power to direct him what he 
shall or shall not do, (though section 9 
of the License Act says that the Board 
at their February meeting in 1884 shall 
pass resolutions fixing and defining the 
duties, powers and privileges of the 
Chief Iaspector.) If the Board has no 
control of the Inspector and would per­
suade the public as to their non-obliga­
tions, what under the wide heavens do 
their duties consist of, and what excuse 
is there for their existence, other than 
drawing their salaries. The Chairman 
takes some pains to inform the public as 
to what may and what may not be ex­
pected of him, and intimates that he 
need not be expected to “ Initiate himself 
or press the initiation of any particular 
case for the breach of these Acts” as it 
might clash with his duties to be dis­
charged as Judge on Appeal and Review, 
although Parliament in passing the Act 
governing his appointment, has not taken 
that view of the dual position he occu­
pies, yet the desire of the Chairman to 
act without any suspicion of partiality 
iu the matter, will be appreciated, and 
doubtless he will also with equal high­
mindedness renounce the salary connect­
ed with that office, the duties of which 
he cannot see his way clear to practically 
discharge. Nevertheless the Board of 
which he is Chairman will, under the 
law and by the provisions of the Act by 
which it is appointed, be held responsible 
for the satisfactory enforcement of the 
Scott Act, and accountable for any con­
sequences arising from their failure to do 
so. There are many other points on 
which I would like to touch, but as this 
letter is already too lengthy, I will not 
do so at this time, reserving these for a 
future opportunity.

Thanking you fojr space so kindly 
given, I remain yotirs respectively and 
sincerely,

A Member of North’ld Division.

A VALUABLE PAPER.

Newcastle, June 7, 1884. 
The Editors of the Advocate.

Gentlemen.—I read with much amuse­
ment the following choice morsel in the

Advance” of 5th inst.
“ The “ Advbcate” ought to know that its 

declining circulation is due to the tact that 
people, now-a-days. are not contented to 
have a full-sheet poster pa'med off on them 
as a newspaper. They compare the matter 
in the” Advance” with that in the other local 
papers and recognize that we endeavour to 
;ive them full value for their money. Thev 
Dave also learned to look to the <• Advance” 
tor reliable Information in reference to their 
more important local affairs and Interests 
which are not dealt with as mere elements 
to be manipulated tor the promotion of po­
litical and personal etuis ”

It is long since I have enjoyed anything 
as much as the above. Even in the 
columns of the “Advance,” which is now 
looked upon »s the comic paper of the 
country, by reason of the amusing 
amount of fiction which is weekly pub­
lished in it, it is seldom one meets with 
anything richer than the above. The 
editor, sublime in his conceit, self-suffi­
ciency, swaggering iippudence and brazen 
effrontery, blows his own trumpet and 
sounds forth the praises of his own won­
derful paper, for the simple reason that 
he can nowhere find anyone, sufficiently 
ignorant of what constitutes a Jive local 
paper, to do the trumpetinsrfor him. 
The editor of the “ Advance” publishes, 
in his own columus, au eulogy of bis 
own paper, and in order to make its 
merits the more.conspicuous, abuses and 
maligns its contemporaries.

With the matter of the rates charged 
for advertising iu the respective papers, 
I have of coarse nothing to do, jt is no­
body's business, outside of the proprie­
tors, and I should imagine, the editor of 
proprietor of a paper is at liberty to fix 
his own rates without consulting anyone. 
Of course Mr. D. G. Smith, Editor of the 
Advance, cannot be familiar with the 
books and accounts of other newspaper 
offices, but that makes no difference to 
him, he publishes whatever seems to suit 
bis purpose, the question of the truth or 
falsity of his statements would not bother 
him in tbe least. But this is not the 
question.

way, he has lately raised, no doubt be­
cause he felt that his paper was of such 
transcendent excellence, that people 
would be willing to pay anything for it. 
He also says that people look to the 
“ Advance” for reliable information in 
reference to the more important local 
affairs and interests. After reading this 
paragraph, I examined the “ Advance” 
carefully, expecting to find, as the Editor 
had promised, much valuable informa­
tion. The following were the results of 
my search. First, over seven columns 
devoted to a statement of the Bye-Road 
Appropriation for 1884, printed in the 
largest type the office could afford, and 
spread out over about three times as 
much space as was necessary, in order, 
no doubt, to make the b‘11 to be sent in 
to the Local Govt, as large as possible, 
and, besides, it helped to till up the paper 
and saved giving its readers news. 
Next, I read a few notes on the Miramichi 
Valley Railway, which were quite stale, 
the greater part having, in substance, 
appeared several days previously in the 
St. John papers. The editorials were, a 
paragraph about the changes on tbe edi­
torial staffs of the Moncton “ Trarscript” 
and the St. John “Telegraph,” which 
was stale news to all who read the daily 
papers, an item relating to the Bank of 
Montreal, copied no doubt from some 
circular, and two columns of paltry trash 
about a few pitiful plum bushes, said to 
have been cut down by the party survey­
ing the Indiantown Branch, and, as an 
addendum, an attack on the “ Advocate” 
in the “ Advance” editor’s usual chaste 
style, with a laudatory puff of the won­
derful-“ Advance.” This, I suppose, is 
valuable local information ! So far I had 
found nothing to reward my search, bat 
I continued. I found, next, a paragraph, 
copied from the “ Telegraph,” about 
Fishery Regulations, then, an account 
of a boat race fizzle, copied from the 
Boston “ Herald,” or rather from a St. 
John paper, which had copied it from 
the former paper. No credit was given 
for the next paragraph, relating to the 
Scott Act, but it was evidently copied. 
The Militia Regulations for the drill of 
the different corps of the province came 
next, but as this had appeared in all the 
daily papers, as well as the “ Gazette,” 
it was somewhat antiquated. Among 
the locals there were no less than six 
items borrowed from other papers, which 
with sundry advertisements helped to fill 
ont nearly two more columns. There 
was an account of a fire which occurred 
in Newcastle before the previous issue 
of the “ Advance,” but which had escaped 
the notice of the enterprising editor, 
who gives so much valuable local infor­
mation. There were two lengthy puffs 
of travelling “ Shows,” which were of 
course paid for, either in cash or com­
plimentary tickets. An account of an 
entertainment at Newcastle, which hjd 
gone the rounds of the press for some 
days, the letter of Bishop Rogers to Sir 
Chas. Tapper, which was published a 
week before, Judge Wilkinson’s letter, 
which appeared the day before in the 
“ Advocate,” and an advertisement ol a 
swindlinglottery in Louisiana, completed 
the reading matter of this valuable paper. 
No shipping news, no news of the events 
going on all over the world, no Canadian 
news, no Provincial news, nothing, in 
fact, worth reading. The people who 
live in remote parts of the country and 
take only the “ Advance,” must certainly 
be well posted in the current topics of 
the day ! Let us hope however that no 
one depends on the “ Advance” for news, 
either local or foreign. In its columns 
will be found nothing but vituperation 
and abuse of those politically opposed to 
the editor, personal and vindictive at­
tacks on private persons who have 
thwarted or opposed the aims of D. G. 
Smith dr his patrons, advertisements of 
Lottery Swindles, distortion of facts, 
misrepresentation, self-praise and scraps 
gathered from papers managed by men 
of brains and ability, and clipped out by 
one who has neither, but makes cheek 
and conceit take their places.

I must call attention to one more sen­
tence in the paragraph quoted above and 
I will conclude—“ important local affairs 
and interests which are not dealt with as 
mere elements to be manipulated for thé 
promotion of political and personal 
ends.”

This is the worst of all. No other man 
who ever edited a paper, in this or any 
other County, has so manipulated local 
affairs and interests for the promotion 
of the political and personal ends of him­
self and friends, as D. G. Smith has done. 
He Inaugurated the system of personal 
newspaper abuse in this County. He 
first began the practice of attacking a 
man politically opposed to him in his 
character, private and public, of trying 
by any and every means to injure him 
socially, financially and politically. He 
has not refrained even from attacking a 
man on account of personal defects or 
peculiarities, he has stopped at nothing, 
hesitated at nothing, that would be cal­
culated to injure au opponent, and cared 
not what means he used, or how base 
they were, so long as he could get in a 
blow at an opponent. The press of New 
Brunswick, can be compared favorably 
with that of any other province, but the 
“ Advance” alone is enough to disgrace 
the whole profession of journalism. 
Such is the valuable paper which its edi­
tor lauds as being Worth so much to the 
people of the County. As one of its 
readers, I have, briefly given my opinion 
of its merits, and those who think as I do, 
let me assure its bragging editor, are 
not a few. The small circulation the 
paper has, is a proof of its unpopularity, 
the few in Newcastle, at any rate, who 
take it, read it only to laugh at the 
bumptious conceit of the swaggerer who 
is the only admirer of his precious sheet.

I remain,
Yonrs truly,

Vox.

Established 1867.

NEWCASTLE MIEAMICM, 8. 8.
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THE BAT CHALEUR RAILWAY.

In our last issue we drew attention 
to the fact that a mass meeting was 
to be held at Campbell ton on Thurs­
day evening for the purpose of taking 
steps towards securing the con. 
nexion of the Bay Chaleur Railway 
with the I. C. R. at Campbellton, by 
means of a bridge across l he river 
Restigouche opposite the station. 
The line referred to, under matters as 
they now exist, will connect with the 
I. C. R. at Metapedia, and extend 
down the coast as far as Paspebiac. 
Those who have an intimate ac­
quaintance with the counties of Bona- 
ventnre and Gaspe know that they 
possess valuable fishing stations, one 
of the largest being at the Gaspe 
terminus—Paspebiac—where an im­
mense trade is conducted. These 
fishing stations, with agriculture and 
various industries carried on, com­
bine to make up a very respectable 
vqlume of trade, which will doubtless 
be greatly increased when that sec­
tion of country is in the possession of 
the proposed railway facilities. It is 
of the greatest importance that the 
most advantageous connections lie 
made in order that the business and 
resources of the counties more imme­
diately interested shall be rapidly and 
fully developed, more particularly ! 

The"point to which I wisbto | when the anticipations are that a con- 
draw attention is the valuable character siderable amount of the produce, etc , 
of this vaunted sheet which gives such | now conveyed by water to the various 
excellent value for their money to the k t wjii h„ transferred to the people who buy it. The editor says, he I marK®ts w,“ b® transferred to u!e 
gives good vaine for the subscription ! new “ne of railway. It is in this 
price of his paper, which price by the ' connection that the public meeting

held on Thursday night ves cti'lcd, 
the people of that enterprising town 
very naturally taking the position 
that with a bridge at Campbellton, 
the people of Gaspe and Bonaventure 
would have within easier reach the 
markets on the New Brunswick side 
of the Bay Chaleur, than they wou'd 
were the line to have its terminas at 
Metapedia. In the latter case the 
freight would have to be carried four 
teen miles up the northern or Quebec 
bank of the Restigouche to Metapedia 
from or in the vicinity of Cross Point, 
and fourteen miles down the southern 
or New Brunswick side of the river 
from Metapedia to Campbellton, 
which would necessitate delay as well 
as additional expense, while so far as 
exports to the upper provinces arc 
concerned, the fact of crossing the 
river twice would add little if any ex­
pense to the freight charges, as it is 
contended that the Vnc via Campbell­
ton would not appreciably increase the 
distance. At first sight, the expense 
of building the proposed bridge ap­
pears to be a serious obstacle in the 
way, but when all the circumstances 
are considered the matter appears in 
a different light. From Cross Point 
to Metapedia the engineering diflfi 
cullies are said to be very great, in 
addition to which two bridges at 
least would require to be built, the 
cost of constructing these fourteen 
miles beingln the estimation of the 
gentleman who surveyed the line in 
1875, in excess of what it would cost 
to bridge the river at Campbellton. 
This being the case, our Campbellton 
Iriends will, we trust, be successful 
in obtaining the connection for which 
they are now so earnestly striving. 
In this matter, as in all others con­
nected with the advancement of that 
county, the Advocate will be found 
ready to co-operate. We have not 
the space at our disposal to go any 
further into the details at present, 
but shall proceed to condense the re­
port of the Meeting as furnished by 
one of the Sun staff, who happened 
to be present.

The meeting was held in the Masonic 
Hall, and was attended by a large crowd, 
a number having to remain in the pas­
sage way.

On the platform were Judge Wilkinson, 
J. C. Barbarie M. P. P. and C. H. La- 
billois, M. P. P. Iu the course of the 
evening a letter was read from R. Mofiatt 
M. P., in which he regretted his inability 
to be present, but promised to use all his 
influence to carry oat the object cf the 
meeting.

Thomas Kerr, the town clerk, read the 
notice convening the meeting when W. 
W. Doherty was unanimously elected 
chairman and Richard O’Leary secretary.

Jno. McAlister,
one ol the leading spirits in the matter, 
being called upon, said the audience had 
heaid from the notice read what was the 
object of the meeting. The people of 
Campbfcllton were anxious that the ter­
minus of the Bay Chaleur railway should 
be at Campbellton instead of Metapedia. 
This could be done by the construction 
of a bridge over the river Restigouche 
near the present station. He need not 
point out to them what a great benefit 
such a bridge wouldebe to the place, but 
further than that it would also in a like 
manner be of great advantage to the 
whole of the Maritime Provinces and to 
the counties of Bonaventure and Gaspe. 
At the present time it was proposed to 
build the line from Metapedia to Pas 
pebiac, and if that was done fourteen 
miles of that road would compete with 
the I. C. R. If the proposed bridge was 
built this would be obviated, and more 
than that, all persons going from Gaspe 
or Bonaventure to the Maritime Pro­
vinces would save 28 miles railway 
travelling, which was a great thing in 
these days when time was an object. 
This saving of distance was accomplish­
ed in this way : coming from Bonaventure 
to Campbellton, if the bridge was not 
built, passengers would have to go up 
to Metapedia, which was fourteen miles, 
and come back to Campbellton on. the 
south side, which was another fourteen 
miles, and all this could be obviated if a 
bridge was constructed over the river to 
Campbellton. If this course was adopt­
ed the distance to Quebec by the Bay 
Chaleur Railway would not be increased, 
so it would not operate as a hardship in 
that way. As Campbellton was the head 
of navigation, it would be a great facility 
to have produce and passengers disem­
bark from the cars there instead of 
fourteen miles further up the river at 
Metapedia, where there was not any 
local market for the freight or any ac­
commodation for travellers. The place 
where it was proposed to build the 
bridge had been thoroughly surveyed by 
a competent engineer, and his opinion 
was that it would not cost as much to 
construct as tbe existing bridge at 
Metapedia. The foundations of solid 
rock have only a covering of eighteen 
inches of mud, Stone for its construc­
tion can be obtained near by, and taking 
all these facts into consideration it was 
the universal opinion that the bridge 
would cost much less to build than would 
a line from Mission Point to Metapedia. 
On the other hand if the line was built 
three bridges would have to be construct­
ed on the other side, and the natural 
obstruction which existed from the rocks 
would require a large quantity of ex­
pensive operations to be undertaken. 
Again there would be fourteen miles of 
railway competing with the I. C. R., 
which would have to be kept in repair, 
and he did not believe that if this were 
done the Bay Chaleur Railway would 
pay. He felt that the interests of the 
whole of the Maritime Provinces and 
especially of Campbellton, as well as of 
the counties of Bonaventure and Gaspe 
in the Provinces of Quebec, demanded 
that the bridge should be built and the 
proposed line be made to connect with 
the I. C. R. at Campbellton instead of 
Metapedia. The best course to adopt so 
as to get the route changed was to bring 
the whole matter under the notice of the 
Dominion Government through their re­
presentative so that the whole circum­
stances might be brought prominently 
before the members of the Cabinet. 
With this object in view he moved the 
following resolution :— i

strengthen the hands of tbe Dominion 
representative and get all the pressure 
that could possibly be obtained to bear 
on ihe different bodies wlnçii might be 
able to get the bridge built. With this 
view in mind he thought that it would be 
as well to appoint a committee to confer 
with the local representatives so as to 
get the Local Government to do all in 
their power, either by granting a subsidy 
towards the construction of a bridge or 
otherwise. He moved the following ré­
solution :—

Whereas. It is proposed to build a rail­
way irom the I. C. R. at Metapedia to 
Pa-nebiac. in the Province of Quebec, and

Whereas, Bv forming the connect ion of 
this railway with the I. C ti at Campbell­
ton. by tin construction of a bridge across 
the liesligouchc river, it would be of greal- 
e- commercial benefit to the Maritime Pro­
vinces th m to have the connect! -n at Meta­
pedia, »s propo-ed, therefore, be it

Resolved, That in the opinion ot this 
meeting a committee of three be appointed 
to confer wp.li the local representatives for 
the purpose of bringing Ihe matter before 
Local Government and obtain any tyd ne­
cessary, by sub-ddy er otherwise.

The resolution .vas carried unanimous­
ly-

Mil J. C. Barberie, M. P. P., after 
expressing pleasure in being present, 
referred to a communication which ap­
peared m the Advocate last winter, in 
which it was charged that he was op­
posed to the bridge. He wished it to be 
distinctly understood that the charge 
was untrue—that he did not represent 
Dalhousie, but the whole County of 
Restigouche, and he was at all times pre­
pared to use his influence aud give his 
services so as to benefit any portion of it. 
His best exertions would be used as to 
get the bridge built, and anything he 
could do to forward that or the interests 
of Campbellton he should try his best to 
accomplish. In order to carry out the 
desired object it would be necessary to 
approach the Dominion Government and 
the Government of Quebec. He also 
thought that it was most essential to 
see the persons on the other side and to 
try and get them to actively co-operate 
with us. The bridge will give them a 
better outlet for their trade and be of 
greater benefit to them than the road if 
built to Metapedia. He would use all 
his influeuce with the Dominion Govern­
ment—which he was afraid was not 
much—also with the Local Government 
and the Government of Quebec, to attain 
the desired end. Every person present 
would sooner see the bridge built than 
have the line go to Metapedia, and 
therefore all must use what influence 
they had, however small.

Mr. C. H. LaBillois was glad to be 
present at such a large and influential 
public meeting. He briefly referred to 
the statement in the AdvoCATB, of which 
J. C. Barberie had spoken, and denied 
that he (Mr. L.) had ever said J. C. Bar­
berie was opposed to the bridge. He 
then stated that when the Surveyor Gen­
eral was in the county he had taken him 
over the proposed site of the bridge and 
had explained it to him. All the mem­
bers of the county were willing to use 
their best endeavors to get the bridge 
built. He was personally well known in 
Bonaventure and usually spoke at their 
political meetings there and the people 
of Campbellton might rest assured that 
his influence in that county would be ac­
tively employed to attain the desired ob­
ject. The people of Bonaventure want 
the railway at Carapbelltontrter they 
want the local market, and ifSefi line 
went to Metapedia that would bè lost. 
He had ascertained by correspondence 
that work at the Metapedia end would 
shortly be (commenced, but felt sure that 
something could be done to stop it, in 
order to secure the bridge, especially 
when the company were endeavoring to 
commence work at the Paspebiac end. 
He thought the Mariti ne M. P.’s and 
the local M. P. P.’sshould interest them­
selves in this important matter.

Mr. Arch McKenzie moved that the 
secretary do correspond with the Mayors 
and councillors of the townships of Bona- 
vecture and Gaspe to get them to use 
their influence to get the proposed 
change made. The bridge could not in 
any way injure Quebec, but would be of 
benefit to those two counties. The con­
struction of the railway was a Dominion 
question, for the subsidy was granted by 
the Dominion. As the counties of Bona­
venture and Gaspe contained about 45,000 
inhabitants he thought the Dominion 
Government might themselves build the 
line and bridge so as to open up such 
thickly populated districts. A large 
trade was done with Halifax and if the 
bridge was not built it would be a great 
hardship to these points as they would 
have more freight to pay.

In the discussion which followed, the 
main points brought out were—that the 
County of Restigouche had never receiv­
ed a dollar from the Province forrailway 
purposes, and was therefore entitled to a 
subsidy from the Local Government in 
aid of this bridge ; and that committees 
should be appointed to see the represen­
tatives of Bonaventure and Gaspe so as 
to enable them to put pressure on the 
Quebec Government to consent to the 
change, and that the chief thing to be 
done was to get work on the Metapedia 
end of the line suspended while enquiries 
were made.

Mr. McKenzie’s resolution passed 
unanimously.

On motion of Wm. Murray, seconded 
by A, McKenzie, a committee consisting 
of J. D. Sowerby, Henry McIntyre and 
J. P. Mowat was appointed to interview 
the Quebec members.

Votes of thanks were passed to the 
local members and Judge Wilkinson for 
their presence, to Robert Moffat, M. P., 
for his letter, to the chairman, secretary, 
and press for their assistance.

Those Plum Trees.

Whereas, It is contemplated to build a 
railway from Paspebiac on the northern side 
ol the Bay Chaleur to connect witb the I. Cl. 
it. at Metapedia; and

Whereas, Said railway Is subsidized by 
the Itominlon Government; and

Whereas, It would be of greater commer­
cial benefit and facilities to form the connec­
tion with the Intercolonial Railway at 
Campbellton instead of Metapedia, as pro­
posed by means of the construction of a 
bridge across the Restlgoqche river, as well 
as the saving of a large expenditure of pub­
lic money in consequence of the engineering 
difficulties to be overcome in building the 
line Irom Cross Point to Metapedia, a dis­
tance of fourteen miles ;

Therefore Resolved, That in the opinion 
of this meeting the proposed Bay Chaleur 
Railway can be built in a less expensive 
manner if the junction with the I. c. K. be 
formed at Campbellton aud a bridge built 
across tbe Restigouche river to Cross Point, 
aud that the railway, if so built, will be of 
greater benefit to the Dominion,

Further Resolved, That a committee of 
three he appointed to confer with pur Do­
minion representative for the purpose of 
bringing this matter before the notice of the 
Government in order to get that part of the 
route from Cross Point to Metapedia 
changed.

The resolutions were put and carried 
unanimously, amid loud cheering.

A committee consistingof J. McAlister, 
Wm. Murray and Ai Venner was appoint­
ed to confer with the Dominion represen­
tative so as to carry out the resolution.

WM. MURRAY
thought that it would be advisable to

When we first read the statement in 
the Advance that the persons engaged in 
surveying a line for the Government 
Branch from Derby Siding had destroyed 
some sixty plum trees in Mr. Henry 
Cluston’s orchard, we very naturally en­
tertained doubts as to its correctness, 
knowing the utter unreliability of the 
paper in which the charge was made. 
On questioning the gentlemen in charge 
of the survey, we found that our con­
temporary had either wilfully or ignor­
antly mis-stated the facts for the purpose 
of having a fling at this side of the river. 
This, the Adoancedeutes in its last week’s 
issue, and backs up its position with a 
letter bearing Mr. Cluston’s name, in 
which the number of trees destroyed is 
increased to seventy three. This letter is 
looked upon as tbe biggest joke ever 
perpetrated on the Advance, whose edi­
tor, with all his self-conceited assump­
tions of cleverness, must either be green­
er than the suckers cut down in the or­
chard referred to, to be thus imposed 
upon, or else is willing to stoop to any 
meatless and shallow deception to cover 
up his falsifications. In truth, having 
taken the'trouble to visit the orchard (?) 
referred to, we can only repeat that the 
Advance has either been badly imposed 
upon, or has himself invented the story 
of the seventy three plum trees to find a 
way to “squirm” out of the difficulty. 
This latter theory is accepted as the cor­
rect one by those who know the person, 
and what he is capable of doing when

cornered.” In this connection it is 
stated outside that the letter referred to 
was written in Mr. Snowball’s office, and 
handed to Mr. Cluston to sign. Is this 
true or is it not, for the public ought to 
know. We challenge him to visit 
the “ orchard,” in company with any re­
liable citizen and if he is capable qf en­
tertaining honest qplnious he will 
promptly acknowledge tbe corn, and 
never again refer to those seventy-three 
plum-trees.

The Cluston orchard, so called is 
situated at the foot of a hill, and 
near the river. Its extent, including a 
break where grass is growing between 
some two or three trees near the shore 
and those nearer the hill, does not ex­
ceed thirty five by fifty feet. The two or 
three trees which overhang the shore are 
almost dead, blossoms showing only on 
the ends of a few of the outer branches. 
There are only four or five trees of any 
size among those near the hill, the rest

being young trees and suckers growing 
so ihickly together that the patch bears a 
closer resemblance to an alder grove 
than it does to mi orchard of any value 
to the owner. Uncared for, uncultivated 
and without a fence, where cattle run in 
and out at their pleasure, we lenve our 
readers to judge for themselves as to its 
value, and ask whether they seriously be­
lieve that ill clearing away a small por­
tion of this orchard, surveyors could 
possiblv have destroyed seventy three 
trees. They say they did not., and the 
public will believe them. The Advance 
editor is at liberty to proceed to the spot 
and count the trees, suckers aud all, and 
he cannot make the number given. 
Probably an 'estimate has been made of 
the plums that might have been raised 
this season, and that said plums would 
contain the germs of seventy three trees. 
By no other mode of reasoning can the 
owner, the Louisiana Lottery Swindle 
advocate, or any person or number of 
persons make up seventy three trees ont 
of less than a cartfnl of trunks, branches 
and undergrowth cut down in the “ or­
chard” which has suddenly reached an 
unprecedented value. We have not the 
space at our disposal to follow the Ad­
vance through Us column and a half of 
childish allusions to this paper, more 
than to say {that the circulation of the 
Advocate is not declining, notwithstand- 
that it has had to compete with other 
weekly papers in thèrfounty at one dollar 
per year—a cut-throat business which 
the Advance has been compelled to drop 
but which is in keeping with its general 
policy in the newspaper business.

We never run after an Advance adver­
tiser for the simple reason that adver­
tisers seek our paper, knowing it to 
be the best advertising medium in the 
North *'hore, and we frequently refuse 
advertisements—those relating to Lot­
teries because we believe that no pub­
lisher has the right to act in anion with 
swindling concerns to defraod others, 
even though good rates are offered—and 
others emanating from advertising 
agents who do not and will not gi-e ns 
net prices equal to the rates regulating 
local advertising. When thfc Advance 
takes this stand it will be time for it to 
moralize as to its excellency, and not 
before. As to the rates obtained for 
oar advertising that is our own business, 
but while we know that they are equal 
to those of any other • local paper, as 
merchants on this river and elsewhere 
can verUy, we are glad to say that they 
are sufficiently remunerative, so much 
so that we have not, like our bull-dozing 
and swindle-supporting contemporary 
been so hard pushed financially as to be 
driven to the questionable course of 
appropriating public funds for work that 
was never performed.

Tarions Catherines.
PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLY.

Toronto, Ont., June 4.—The twelfth 
annual session of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
opened to-night in St. James Square 
Church, Rev. Dr. Cochrane, of Brantford 
presiding in the absence of Dr. King, 
moderator. There was a large attend­
ance, and among those present were 
Father Chiniquy, Rev. Fraser Campbell, 
missionary from Indore, India, Rev. J. 
K. Grant, missionary from Trinidad, and 
Rev. J. F. James missionary from China. 
Dr. Cochrane preached an able sermon 
from Jeremiah ill, 8, and Ezekiel xxxiv, 
26. There were only two nominations 
for moderator. Rev. Professor McLaren, 
Toronto, proposed by Hon. Alex. Morris, 
seconded by Rev. Mr. Lyle, Hamilton, 
and Rev. Dr. McRae, St. John, proposed 
by Rev. Dr. McKuight, Halifax, second­
ed by Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, Toronto. 
The vote resulted in 92 tor McLaren and 
81 for McRae. Prof. McLaren delivered 

brief address on taking the chair, 
thanking the Assembly for the honour 
conferred upon him.

Toronto, June 6.—An overture from 
the Ottawa Presbytery on the present 
evils of political strife will awaken a 
lively discussion.

The finance report from the Lower 
Provinces shows over 844,000 raised for 
missionary and educational work, an in­
crease of about $4,000 over last year.

Rev. Lewis M. Jordan has been elected 
a delegate to the Pan-Presbyterian 
Council at Belfast.

A congratulatory resolution will be 
transmitted to the United Methodist 
Church.

A breezy but good-natured discussion 
an the music of the new hymnal occurred. 
General satisfaction was expressed.

Five ministers from other churches 
have applied to be received into the Pres­
byterian body. Ten aged ministers ask­
ed liberty to retire. One of these only 
is from the east, Mr. Lewis Jack. _

In the evening sonic missions were con­
sidered. Dr. Cochrane presented the re­
port of the western section, ft touched 
on tiie work in Quebec and Ontario, and 
dwelt on the great work in the North- 
West. There were 206 mission stations 
where there were none twelve years ago. 
The western section raised $42,000 for 
home missions, and $22,000 for augmen­
tation. Good balances appear on the 
right side of each account. Salaries 
have been levelled up to $750 and a manse 
in the western section.

Prof. Forrest presented the report 
from the eastern section. It shows 
most successful year’s work spiritually 
and financially. The receipts for home 
mission work were over $6,000, and for 
augmentation over $5,000. There are 
good balances On the right side.

WOLFVILLE SEMINARY.
There was a large gathering to wit­

ness. the anniversary exercises of Acadia 
College and Seminary at Wolfviile on the 
4th inst. The platform, on which were 
seated the faculty, and prominent visit 
ors, was beautifully decorated with 
flowers and plants. Dr. Higgins presid­
ed. The programme consisted of ora­
tions by the graduating class, honor cer­
tificates, conferring degrees etc.. At 
four o'clock the ceremony of unveiling 
the tablet—to the memory of Charles F. 
Hartt was performed. The tablet and 
portrait of Hartt were the gift of Hartt’s 
class mates of the class 1860, of which 
he was a most distinguished member. 
The members of the class present were 
Professor Jones, Dr. T. fl. Rand and 
Silas A1 ward. The latter delivered the 
oration, In which he stated the history of 
this distinguished son of Acadia.

The tablet was unveiled by Dr. Rand 
His portrait will hang next to that of 
Hartt’s favorite teacher In Acadia, Pro­
fessor Chipman, who with five of his 
students was drowned while out around 
Blomidon iu ft boat on a scientific explor­
ing expedition in the year 1852.

MOUNT ALLISON INSTITUTIONS.
Sackvillb, June 4.—The anniversary 

exercises of the Mount Allison Institu­
tions were concluded to-day by the col­
lege convocation. Dr. Inch, the presi­
dent of the college, conducted the exer­
cises. The programme consisted of 
music, orations by the graduating class, 
etc. Mr. S. Howard, well known to 
Miramichi Methodists and otheis, de­
livered an oration on “The Covenan­
ters,” which is said to have been an able 
effort. The same gentleman delivered 
tbe valedictory address.

Messrs. C. F. Hall, G. W. F. Glenden- 
ning and S. Howard, the graduating 
class, were then formally presented with 
the degree of B. A. The following de­
grees were also conferred 

On Mr. S. W. Hunton and Rev. F. H 
Wright, that of Master of Arts;

On Rev. Mr. Lathern Doctor Divinity 
On His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 

of Nova Scotia, and on Mr. A. A. Stock- 
ton, the degree of D. C. L.

In his report Dr. Inch said that during 
this year a new departure has been made 
in having an honor course, in which 
many of the students had entered. The 
year’s work had been successful, and al­
though there were only 46 students in 
attendance, he believed their weakness 
was their strength. The event of the 
year was«the completion of the new col­
lege. This, with the additional facilities, 
for imparting instruction, will no doubt 
go to insure greater attendance In the 
future.

Mr. J. W. Tait, a Chatham boy, had 
the honor of winning the John 
Macdonald Elocution prize. His success 
will afford much pleasure to his many 
friends in Miramichi. ”8

Probably the most attractive feature in 
connection with the exercises at Mount 
Allison was the Studio, where about 300 
pictures were on exhibition, some of 
them being very fine specimens. Out­
side of the oil paintings were specimens 
of sepia aud pencil drawings, studies on 
terra cotta, bronze, wooâffi|;lass, etc. 
The studio is in charge cffpMiss Reid, 
who has about 50 pupils.

With reference to the Academy, Prof. 
Paisley reports that during the year 73 
students had attended, 24 passed in the 
first division, and 9 passed matriculation 
examination. He referred to tbe plea­
sant and successful work accomplished 
and to the fact that no sickness had oc- 
enred during the year.

Bathurst Items.
The Boston Comedy Company won 

golden opinions and good houses during 
their six nights season in Bathurst. The 
characters were all well sustained. 
We hope Mr. Webber will came north 
again, and that his comparatively good 
success may encourage one or two other 
first class companies to visit ns. We 
have had enough of the vulgar attempts 
of the last year or two made by fourth 
rate troops from abroad to amuse by 
concert and play.

It Is said that the Fisheries Depart­
ment has this year instructed the Fish 
warden to prohibit the setting of salmon 
nets in the Nepisiqult, in the tidal waters 
of which river it has hitherto been legal 
to fish thus. Considerable dissatisfac­
tion is the result among a number of 
fishermen who count on this as a neces­
sary auxilnary to their ordinary occupa­
tion. It is unfair, we should say, to cut 
off this privilege, especially when the 
men have to incur quite an expense in 
procuring and keeping In orde r their net 
and other necessary articles In the work.

The weather up to date has been dis­
couraging to those engaged in the fishing 
on the coast. It was expected that the * 
experiment of shipping fresh salmon 
from Oregon would have depressed the 
market here, and this wonld be the result 
but for the exceptional smallness of the 
catch, which is keeping prices high. It 
is probable however, that after the first 
glut, and when one or two over sanqulne 
dealers get “ struck,” the fish will be 
procurable at a fair price, and therefore, 
remain at that.

G apt. Hall, of Petit Rocher, and Mr. 
Thos. Armstrong, of Youghal, with his 
family, have left this district for the 
West. We regret to lose two residents, 
alike respected for personal integrity 
and steady industry.

Mr. J. H. Harris, of New York, is in 
Bathurst for theflsummer, in the Interest 
of Messrs. Caleb, Haley & Co., of Fulton 
Fish Market. His many friencis welcome 
him back to his summer home.

________ _______________ V.
Campbellton Notes.,

Base Ball.—The Base Ball club of 
last year has revived under the name of 
Invincible Base Ball Club of Campbell­
ton, H. R. Smith, President, W. R. 
Welsh Secretary, B. Dalton Treasurer, 
membership about 40. The first game 
of the season was played Saturday, 7th 
inst. with I. C. R. nine players.

Invincibles. /. C. R. Nine.
H. R. Smith, P., J. White, P
D. McCafferty, C., H. H. Harris, C.!
B. Dalton, 1st B., J. Moore, 1st. B., 
W. R. Welsh, 2ndB., R. De Boa, 2nd B.,
F. M. McLeod, 3rd B., McDonald, 3rd B.,
J. Kean, R. F., L. Brown, R. F.,
M. Doherty, C. F., Bowser, C. F.,
E. Garron, L. F., N. Freeze, L. F.„
Jas. McRae, S. S„ W. Delaney, S. 8.,

The game resulted in a very easy vic­
tory for the “ Invincibles”. There were 
a great many visitors present, who mani­
fested great interest in the game. The 
above club play again shortly. The 
victors are to play the River dn Loop 
Club.

Shipping.—There are three vessels in 
Port andj two at Oak Bay, H. O’Leary’s 
vessel, “C. S. ParneU,” Is loading at 
Mr. O’Leary’s mill, Mission Point.

We are blessed with an awftl dose of 
wet weather.

. Trout fishing is blooming ; five and 
six pounders are plentiful.

Salmon not very plenttftil.
Yours truly.

Pedro.

Jottings About Town.
The Newcastle Cricket Club having 

failed to obtain the Manse field, are lay­
ing off new ground in the Hamtli field 
in.rear of the I. C. B. station. There is 
not the same interest manifested here In 
this noble game as in former years.

A new platform has been hnilt in front 
of the store of Mr. J. W. Davidson.

Steam was on at the spool factory on 
Monday morning last for the purpose of 
turning off the faces of the drums. Mr. 
Russell has a lot of poplar on hand for 
the manufacture of excelsior, and has 
orders in for a large quantity of this 
material. The cutters and press are all 
ready and work at this branch will com­
mence shortly.

Mr. A. C. Atkinson, Road Commission­
er has hands employed in laying a new 
sidewalk along the south side of Water 
street, commencing at the Waverley cor­
ner. It was badly needed.

Burglars attempted to enter the store 
°* Jobn Fish on Monday night, bat fall- 
ed. They confined their operations to 
the side door, to which they applied » 
pry, but were foiled by an axe handle, 
which was secured on tbe floor, and 
rested against the door at an angle which 
successfully resisted the burglarious at­
tempts of these midnight marauders.

Tee Gilchrist Scholarship.—The 
following letter from Earl Derby to 
Lord Lansdowne is published In the 
Royal Gaxettee :—

Downing Street, 2lst March, ’84:
,K*Jy î h,^e the tonor lo inform yoe
tbMt a letter has been received in this De­
nar Unept Irom the trustees of tbe Gilchrist 
Educational Trust, stating that, having n~ ■ 
vised their entire scheme of icholareMpa, 
the? have not found the result of that as­
signed to Canada sufficiently satisfactory to 
justify the continued expenditure of the 
^hUD1red.P°und‘ P61" annum required
d^i^,ahn,t&lnoDce.V They h,lVe therefore 

that after tbe election oi a new 
Lanadian soholar, which will follow the 
Matriculation Examination in J une uext.no 
ship1" e ecUon shall be made to this achola r-

I have, etc.,
(Signed) Derby.

The Preallancy.
At the Republican Convention held at 

Chicago last week, James G. Blaine, of 
Maine, recehved{the nomination for Presi­
dent, and General Logan for Vice-Presi­
dent. Four hundred and eleven votes 
are required to secure the nomination.
On the third ballot Blaine received 544 
votes of the 816 cast. Logan received 
the solid vote for Vice-President. The 
nominations were received with the ut­
most enthusiasm, and give satisfaction 
throughout the country.
Congratulatory.

We tender our congratnlati^to the par- 
C0Deerned in an announcement under 

tbe usual head in another place. 
Petersburg Daily Index thus allude 
gentleman therein named :

Another Happy Benedict. — Mr. 
ordnor, manager of the Southern lelerraoh
formiuPiT,u!f,t th".city yesterday aftenaoon 
tor Baltimore, where be will to-day outer
W £*£llno»J?1 »t*te. Health, wealth and joy be his portion.
Tavernier Oo.

We understand that the Tavernier 
Comedy Co., which visited Newcastle a 
short time since, intend jga return for 
tue purpose of giving a performance in 
the Masonic Hall on Jane 20th and 21st, 
or which dne notice will be given.

The 
dee to the

If you want bargains,
eommodated at John Fuh’*.

you «an be ac-


