m of

the people.
and again to acee
just so long as t

the at journals and
ders of thought in England

ots.

sve reached
warts, they have reached 1)
people of England
duetions, and have created 4
re for our eheese, our hico
} our egys. Do theseihon |
ber, thatowhen the M- .{
med and- when the
Government
send eggs to England,
h a shout of derision by the
iis eountry, because 3
and Commerce
on financial and comn
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o the United §
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es and taxm’

on. gent
that' they. &
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ment that was madg:

e Libersl party in 1379

1, in express
2 discriminate

there is an hdn, gent's
. of the Houss who «
Was ‘that etatemer
diserimination fa the for
ve increased it, tenfc
de by the hon. Muistor
“isheries , (Rir Loui
of the Chamber%
d- that !
faet that his statemen’?
delnsive.
inated agnin<
said that their ?
Instend
riff 6fpdn. gentlemen
1 thé~ imports from ¢
Jess 'h.’t‘ g?fr/;{y{n A
Ao~that théy hav

, has expose

e utter}
riff dis™

{ feform that.

not intend to

abject, but T ma
vy incoberent r
ng with this subjec

extr

owing the
the hon.
dueing his b
sabjeet to an

and fro, and I am
‘irrational eourss he

be consistent
the House in
m of making

not

smote the
1k, that if the
wankful
rory eawlv sati«f

hink that, althovch |
has not investig:'
very great dedres
eH WEST INDTES
as taken to heart the od
wtured, across thg f
gtend to him in"~reference
[ etated 1o
rain, that 1 regard
e thing that Great

dien,

o her ty .o ¢
aralvze the industre:
he. West India lslar
such a condition
rrassment  that

ivige them to ende

ty, and asmistes
. foreign |

cedded

f the United State
goné a long

)s bringing abe y
egnrd to the polits

ntries. [ do r
:ii pressed t

attention of the hes

, that | am ¢

is very modest
ove taking
it might eome, a

s adopted the po!
events, to rescus T
condition of things, »
ated to be franght w
equences.

lit

find it

imits that he has f

1t he expected

litional step taken,k wi

ght direction.

REFERENTIAL

to the question of
1

if I am oblige

nd again, on the

ition | have taken on
stion of preferential trale
t be t)ug_thﬁ
portant gaestion that is t5
people of Canada.
f inter-lmperial prefor
at will give to the people ¢
vantage of a preference

the Mother

»ment, that:

‘hich after s great struggle

and Cobden, had la
ood free, was asked to turm
of the clock and
Eﬁﬂﬁnd was

rdemmrL trade

id and unaualified statément,
ratement which is not berne
I say that the grestes
gland have looked upon’this
great favour, and on
on they have mdic
tion deserving of
wrouygh attention from
thet country. Ope hon. gey-
farther than the hon Minis.
, defiedd anvbedy to show
ng that had been uf

w the attention of the
yments, to this subject
of Fingnee indicates that 1

y Your im
the Mother Coun- 4

There. Sir. you have from the

England, speaki
the Bovereign in closing
ment, the declaration tha

ference, at which Her Majesty's
xn::rallﬁ and

South Africa were represented

il shout
- would exhibit
» that I should

pire. Then, the Toronto
took this question up in 1896,
resolution of a similar

“beneficial trade relstions, and that

he trade logish-
ts framed o svb-

tion of other mations is

tually
: both combined, would.
<-the  Empire together.

d MR. GOSCHEN'S OPINION. e
I want to meet the statemien

nothing will induce the English peo;
reverse their poli

indissalubly mih

il

trade and other legislation should
to secure within the Empire a
a federa! character,

i

2

iev of each British community
should be designed
| “the Empire sub
otherwise go to
Resolved, that, i
ecnference, the advantage to
- tained by a closer union
portions of the British Empire
Thre s0 great as to justifv an arrange
ment as nearly as possible .of the na-
ture of a Zollverein, b
ples of the freest
dities within the

FLY
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¢ has not
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Very few discinles of
moment that at this ti
d carrving

mous trade under
conditions and not

mark
but they would be competing
for the possession of s
utpt;stﬁ)l; of the -n'l:'eo
not for the purpose openi
c:uta ufbthef unirernh 1 beneﬂt? L%
rade, but for the purpose of excluding
those portions Engl trade.
The world has not become the commer-
cin] paradise which was predicted in the
trade opinion, when

;

and to impose
of the people.

, in the Nineteenth Cen
elaborate evidenes from an-

to show what substantial advap-
be given to colopial
markets, without at
the price of food. I will give the hon. gen-
a very high anthority. Righ
Hon. Mr. Goachen, when Chaneelior of the
Exchequer in 1801, used this Janguage, and
be is now in the presemt Government as

ts whose labour would
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Empi consistent
. tarif! requirementa incident to
the m: ntenance of the Govern
ment of each kingdom. dominion, prov-
ince or eolony, now forming part of
the Britizh .family of nations.

Well. Qir. Mr. Chamberlain opened that
Chamber of Commerce with a speech . of
immense significatice. i
And 1 admit that, if T understand it
the germa of such a.

it
o

rh:e is anv ,\lt.ilil’v“l
regard

it

broad principle of mu-
tual benefit to Great Britain, and to Can-
ada, and the outlying-
But, the right
down and gave

means he could to
acecmplishing anythi
at measure that
da desire, that every man
to-day longs for, and that
nows will do more for
any policy that has
i that

AT THE EMPIRE TRADE LEAGUE

&

T think it possible that the advantage
the consolidation of the E
so great that, if-the
the loaf is extremely

Howard Vincent was inte
‘ebruary 12,

£

ortions of the Em-
on. gentleman nar-
it an entirely dif-

the strongest

early davs of f

~bingt all the nations.of the earth
cloely together that it would
matter. of eomparatively little import-
ance by whom they were ruled, or un-
der what influencé they
We have since,learn
experience that no old nor mew mar
kets are being thrown open to us by the
influence of free trade alone, and that
if we want to provide for increasing
commerce. which is necessary for the
support of our increasing population,
we must find those markets. for our-
selves, and must use every opportunity
either of expanding or consolidating our
colonial possessions.
Lord Saolisbury said that he was at
: lain in t.liet views hed

announeed_on that important quest

: Duke of Deyonshire accen-
tuated that statement.

S€IR WILFRID REFUSES A PREFER-
/

L]

firorease in the

In view of Mr. G. E. Foster’s and
8ir Charles Tupvex’s
action of the Canadi:
correspondent asked

speeches. and
v an Parliament, a

ucers with whom the power
now lies far more than with the con-
sumers, may not object.
the hon. member for Leeds, who sup-
if we had any customs
v which favour
o cofffnies, the Upited

éorrectly, I find
propo=al in a resolution w
submitted to you on behal
ronto Board of
resslution? 1 hépe T correctly explain it.
That resolution I understand to be one
for the ereation of a British Zollve-
rein or enstoms union. which would es-
*tablich/at once practically free
« throughont the

i

]

union or arrangement
was shown to 7
Btates would have a rigl
I do not think the I”
have a right to rem
the way he suggested.

I give that to the hon. gentleman from an
eminent PBritish statesman. who d
that phase 2s a contingency. I may
- i 9 of the people, the con-
1 Syemmers, will, in my judziment, be—the very
that will bring about the eondition
i England which we desire to

.LORD SALISBURY'S STATEMENT.
; The United Empire Trade League went
. to Lord Salizsbury with ‘the request that he
1" ="  would have the Belgian and German trea
* | ties abrogated, because no such- arrange
ferential trade. coul
t unless that were done.
_ Lord ary said: "
matter, public opinion must
y or formed- before any
{ernment could act.
! Did Lord Bali
sible to undertake or to
of this kind. Not at sll. Lord Salisbury
said fGrther: ;

TEah

-1
.

ever bee
A n pro

3

British  Empire, but
wonld leave the contracting parties free
tr make their own arrangements with
regard €0 duties upon foreign d
his is an essential condition

pper.
And, what does Mr. Chamberlain BOARD OF TRADE xmd!.

reply? He evidently saw that my right
friend was labouring under some hosti
very well be explain-
lain knew what the posi-
tion was. I was over in 18906, the d

1 was entertain-
had the honour of dini

the United Empire Trade League
some members of that o
ressed their deep
ave been defeate
that T was prepared to give to inter-Imperial
1 said: I am happy to
able to tell you that you are quite mis-
taken; that, instead of my defeat
injury to inter-Imperial trade, it
the reverse; the hon.
defeated me, and who is now the Premier
of Canada, is pledged as strongly as I am
Imperial preferential
trade, and has declared that one of the
first things he would do, if he got power
would be to send
land to negotiate it, and I have the most
unbounded confidence that he will keep his
Jedge; and the result will be thdt you will
ave the Liberal party of which he is the
ling to obtain this great boon,

pa d

he :5 and th;
hamberlain uid.'yi:'p!'! l{
to the right hon. gentleman (
Laurier)—for he spoke later:

My Lord Mayor, if our self-governing
eolonies desire now or at:an
time to take their share in t
and in the responsibilities of the Em-
pire they will find that we are read
to meet them more than half-way, an
that we will make it *our duty to es

, and all for
each,” upon which alone the stabi
and the prosperity of the Empire
depend and—

Mark this, Mr. Speaker:

—if they are wishful to draw closer the
commercial relations between themsel-
ves and us, now or at any future time,
sgain I say we will meet them, and in
no huckestering spirit.
trest this as a transaction
to be weighed in proportion to_the ex-
act balance of profit and Joss. No, there
18 e principle, and, as 1 have maid, a
sentiment behind it which will carry
before it, because we see in such tu}!t-

Col. Vincent continues:

The United Empire Trade
now numbers guite-t¥wo-thirds
Ministerialists in the British Commons.

mmu tells _this

t, that could not

with Mr. Cham And yet. the hon

House that no man can
will lend any countenance or any

House at length on
use I consider it of vital.
and I am anxious to place be-
learly and distinctly, the
great issue that is parti
Hon. gentlemen opposi
preference whic!
House think is

thi}ll consent to renlace moderate d
ties upon certain articles which are of
in the eolonies.
if T have rightly understood it, these ar-
ticles would eomprise corn, meat, wool
and sugar, and perhaps other articles of
enofmonus consumption
try, which are at .
duced in the colonies,
. be, under such an arran
produced in the colonies, and wholly
produced by British labour.
other hand. as T have maid, the colo-
nies, while maintaining their duties up-
on foreign imports,
free interchange of commodities with

sanction to these pro
obliged to detain

. e
ht hon. friend, instead of re- , because of th

solemn pledge he had given
f this country,
. at did he do? In answer to
that spéech’{he: said:

I claim Yor the present Governmen
of Canada that they have passed a re-
solution by which
(ireat Britain are admitted on the rate
their tariff at-12} per
next year at 25 per cent. reduction.
This we have done, not asking any com-

class of our fellow-citizens
who ask that ‘all such!concessions should
be made for quid pro quo. .
. The Canadian Government has ignor-
ed all such sentiments.
We have done it becanse we owe a
to Great Britain.
because it is no in-
tention of ours to disturb in any way
the system of free
done so much for
Many schemes of union had
suggested, but they all had the fatal
objection of interfering with the
dom of trade of the eolonies.
The colonies had already granted cer-
tain eoncessions to the Mother Country,
but they asked for no quid pro quo, no

present largely pro-

" ! ment of inter-
and which might

te propose to give a
this side of the
calculated to prevent ‘an¥.
done that will induce the
British Government and the British Par-
liament to negotiate on thi
cause all these questi
gotiated on the
We take our_ stan

manufacture of heet reo” |
be manufdski®d  in
policy that 1 ep®
the question came u
to atlvise my, hon
and $e& what action °
Government that woull
heet root SUgar

“ -
within the British Em
sis of freer trade w

d prosperity;”

the products of it has been generally

y4 it is .quiu impos- would agree to a

lea! with a subject admitted that t
tribute towards the cost o
defence, and, as a matter of fact,
nial forces have participated with
nited Kingdom, in defending

iple  of reciprocity.
cense to place protective d on the pnnnl;}:d
any product of British labour,
Flon. gentlemen Hpposite sav that there
are no protactive duties now, but that they
and, therefore,
the statement
That congress
passed a resolution to this effect:
That this Congrees of Chambers
Commeree of the Empire is of opinion
that the establishment of closer com-
mereial relations between
Kingdom and the eolpniea and
dencies ia an ohject
and demands, prompt and ecareful con-

for what

a commission to induetries of this coun-
‘e with that the propo-
no boon, as the

matter, public opinion must

ornromﬂ bcf:x-‘ any Gov- protect the great
No Government can
ita own opinion on the

of this country in these matters.
are invited, angd it is the duty of those
who feel themselves to be the pioneers
of such a movement
of such s doctrine, to go fort
and, when they have convinced
f this eountry, their battle

sition that no protection,
right hon. gentleman has just!
repeated again and again
tions, can be gi
tural interests
pare for a moment
would derive in securi
a duty upon the products of
tries going into the British ma
give an advantage to Canada.

THE OPINION OF THE TIMES.

Now, Sir. the hon. gentleman ray:
fondon journal scoffs at the idea
Why do thev scoff at
did not scoff at it before the
erence was thrown at them. and

ore they were told tha
ing _for it. Here is wh
on February 13, 1896:

It is believed that c
Bir Charles Tupper to the mi
Jead Canada to make some
effort of preferenti
Mother Country.

will make a similar effort. The recent

turn of foreign affairs, especially regard-

y and America, have given

ar impetus to this move-
4

ermmment can act.

that ‘eomes entirely within

he countries of the Empire can

T Canada thit wi
o nada that wi be most conveniently establish:

with the advantage it
ng the imposition of

and - the apostles debt of gratitude

Yention of our British free trade most readily take
and the responsibilities ot each
the Empire most

providing a revenue
other common

trade which has
for its defence, an
Imperial purposes, from
a small uniform duty
and above those
tariffs, where any
all importations
tries, intofeve

That is not very discouraging. which deserves,
Salisbury’s advice was taken, and th
ted Empire Trade Leagrae agitated a
favour ‘of this matter, and af

! elections in 1395, they went
with this statement to Lord, Balis-

snectfully repressnts t6 Wer Majesty’s R are loviod) v
such a vied

should be made.on behalf of the colo- i

nies or some of them, it would be right

and expedient t we wanted noth-

at the Times says
the accession of

i placing t

m'i“: bl s That in the opinion of

greater number of the members
resent Parliament in

’s policy and

ve yon by our tariff we
for the splen-

formulation of
practienble plan, by summoning
an Imperial eonference, thorouchly re-
presentative of the interests involved,
or by such other means as Her Ma-’
jesty may be advised to adopt.

1 was a little surprised to learn that the
Pinance Minister eonld so asnerse the lea-
der of the Government of which he is o
member as to intimate that this questioh
ia scoffed at by everyhod¥, that it is
utterly idle and impracticable story, and
to assert, like other hon. gentlemen, that
word nor A ruggestion alon
had been uttered by the Prime Minister.

ENDORSED RY SIR WILFRID.

What did the Prime Minister say on the
!'z’t‘h of ?h!:' 1808, ‘v'br(v; seeking the lwe:t‘
cen of the people? On this question

preferential trade, he emid:

In regard to this question of prefer
ential trade, Mr. Laurier desired to say
that Bir Charles T
fl?‘}nu}‘hh Or; the-i

My hope is, nay, my

ne the Liberal
y will be at the head of the polls;
then it will be the Liberal partv,

M'ru!'fmﬂ to the
support of your
administration,
ir election addresses or in their plat-
speeches, the policy of united
trade, and to this fact must be
some portion of the
leled majority in. the Honse of
mons by which your lordship is sup-
ially wor

ve you in gratitude
om under which we ha
It is a free gift.
Protection has been the
curse of.Canada; we would not see you
come under its bareful
what weakens you must weaken us.
ght hon. friend is that what
t to expect at his
their suffrages, he
declared that if they would clothe him
with power he would send a commisasi
negotiate inter-Imperial preferential
between Great Britain and
having obtained . power, he
tunned his back on this pledge,
to this hour there is not & man in this
country who has been taken into his confi-
dence and been'told what was the cause of
this overwhelming change of opinion on

greatly
the colonies contributi
s the naval and mi
of the Fmpire;

al trade with
It is probable that

tion of a commer
at, while conserv
om of action as te
ost suitable to the
phical conditions
he individual countries com-

b

’ " °
the le had a righ arrangement
constituencies. Peop &
Now, Sir, there is
itleman (Mr. Fielding),
that no man with a h
(or words to that effect), could
be found that would advocate~gny sueh

m-muumiw,lm.
' Minister has addresed

The Prime
letter to Rir Howard Vince
secretary of the Unit

the fact, and yot the

i

yet, every London journ
n. gentleman, scoffs

Now, let me refer to the

e imposition of a

I should he

ty ean be arrangs countries to be
will enahble the prodn
in, in the freest
being taken in returs
friend, when he introdoes
. tariff to the West | -
perfectly «

that the man who,
h say that there is
Eungland who will listen to the discussion of
this question, that
ress and the people in that count:
y fails to grasp this subject, utte
to see it in ita true light.

SIR WILFRID'S EXCUSE.

. friend came back,
himof a point which,
his noti He was

d Ottawa, who have h
should

of commercial affairs
as the Minister of Finance. Now,
proponition that the hon.

have o little'

f

should have gone out of his way to curse
that which he was sent
T may say that Lord
agree with my right hon.
view that inter:Imperial pref
interfere with free

gentleman scoffs

out of the question,
:Qg of time to diu'.'l. it, is

T WAS o more

that body, ing that notice might be Salishury does not
{ L ; triend in

denduncing the clanse in the com-
vial treaties with
preventing British
ng a lighte™ duty upon Brit-
upon foreign goods, '
should they elect to do so. Lord Sal
says that.‘“since

that it is a wa
rd

G d
ermany an and Ottawa, who have,

£

Montreal, Toronto
within the last month
strongly affirming th
:;l ‘c_lelenm to

trade. He was written
to by a gentleman in England u'l'::‘g ?

{Cheers)

i , passed
g e In': e e desirability of se
f the Cham

S

eommissdoners to Lon- private secretary to reply as follows:

don to arrange for a basis of preferen-

the aceession to
Maijesty’s present advisers
the of the trade relations be
tween the Mother Country and the eolo-
nies has been taken into serious econsid-
and that he is In thorough ae-

ly that Lord Salisbury
agine that differential du-
ties in favour of our colonies, what-
ever may be said for or

term protection.

The hon. gentleman went fully i
Mthomhjfctot!mdon.o:z?wbgzb

d Bir, T do not pro take
time than to move th% resolution

nd, and which is
That all the words after “That” be
n Ll 1 “rb
stead thereof:~"this House is of opin-
ionMsly& mntual
between

ference .
jand and the colonies would
creased vroductio

escribed upder the

sweeping away of the whole
foundation of my right hon. friend’s posi-
tion when on the high road to obtain a

Hi Duke of

Devonshire “made 3
and if by his speeches he did not mean to
invite the colonies to

tesinen of Oreat Britain
have thought that the governments of
the colonies have come to a time when
a new sten can be taken in their de-
ment? What fs that? That there
be a commercial
tween England and the
ractical statesman, Mr. Joseph Cham-
has @me to the conclusion
that the time has come when it is pos
sible to have within the bounds of the
Fmpire a new -step taken, which will
ve to the colonies in England & pre
fi products over the
What

nations.
i ﬂ*th I?' mgl;od.
’ o sell our s
and. We send our wheat, our
butter, our cheess, all our
ducts, but there we have
with similar produets from
States, from Russia, and from
nations. Just see what a great advan-
to Canada, if the
cheese and butter, which
would send to England, should be
in England with a preference over sim-
lar products of other nations. The pos-
sibilities are im
Mr. Joseph

regard it

" Qertainly, if 1 thought I
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weers and manufacturers,
located in the eolonies or in
Kingd ;

ountry, is o
nt with enormous resuits
too much attention cannot
The hon. gentlemad eaid;
y surprised to bear Lim
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1 do not ﬁnk that
Then on the 25th of A
Parlisment passed
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advantages, by a reduc
y it imposes upon Brit-
goods.

to-day, that is the
we .

: that it js a question trade.
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question. But,
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woul something from

would expect that we would
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