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Does the hon, gentleman think that that 
de MINISTER OF RAILWAYS AND

views still. We know
Australia had agreed, that 
ed a resolution asking for a___  
t-.”" 
done? The onus rests 
lin (Sir Wilfrid

azof men would be baveeh into the 
Dominion by a policy that would give

thou-
that time, I think, in power: if not, he 
was Foreign Minister, and Her Majesty, in her speech at the closing of Parliament, 
said:

time in this House a letter of His Grace 
the Duke of Devonshire stioths which.: Led 
eral. The hom. Renteman sent that com 
munication without referring the matter 
to me, as I think he was bound in court- 
esy to do. Seeing that he was sending what 
purported to be a speech of mine in order 
2ys 
speech before sending it. However. 
Duke of Devonshire says in his letter that 
he never made a formal offer of inter-Im- 
perial trade to my right hon. friend.

Nobody supposed he had’ ear power to 
do so. All a member of the Government 
he could discuss the question, but was not 
in a position to make an offer ; but I Dut 
it to my right bon. friend whether he did 
not understand the speech made by His 

- ------------ -—-,.:... Grace the Duke of Devonshire to be an
which was propounded and adopted by the invitation to the colonial Premiers. 
Ottawa conference, at which Her Majesty’s make known what they thought on this 
Government, Canada, Australasia and question of an inter-Imperial commercial 
South Africa were represented, was calcu- arrangement. If that was not his under- 
lated to ‘ strengthen the unit y of the Em- standing of the speech, why did my right 
pire. Then, the Toronto Board of Trade hon. friend reply that he did not want 
took this question up in 1896, and passed a : anything of the kind? Will he tell this 
resolution of a similar character:

By had par
hon friend ted States was driven out of the English my h that pol- | market by Canadian cheese long before the 

under, preference was thought of, and that ascen-
ancy attained under the Liberal-Conserva- 
tive rule has, I ath happy to 
say, continued to -the present 
ime. So it is with Canadian 
- As I went through the streets of 
ondon, ■ -r. the arose

sted of tar better quality 
at a higher Rons, gentleman 

we do not ask
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Laurier), who had 

edge that he would do every- 
ing in his power to support this policy.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN’S OFFER.
Speaking to the Premiers, the Right *58. Chamberlain said:
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so CHARLES TUPPER.” L =r 
mind the House of what the Prime Min- - Canada said in Sherbrooke. He 

for having done anything. He

7does my response to a comma 
been made to him by

Canadian products a preference in the t.ng- 
lish markets over the products of foreign 
countries, and every man brought into this country is an additional strength to the 
Empire, as has been recently shown. Therefore, the great objection we had to 
this preference was that we were throwing 
away the greatest incentive and the 
strongest argument that could he used by 
those who were seeking to have an arran- 
gement made by which the products of 
the colonies could enter the British mar- 
ket on better terms than the products of 
foreign countries. It is on that ground that 
we object to this preference clause.
object to it as throwing away the most 
fective means by which a- preference 
the British market could be secured 
our goods. This, the right hon. gentler 
said:

which he introduced 
of loyalty, a great flour-
to what he was doing

nes it turn out that at
oes You have done noth- ___  isde? Your import, bacon.
from the Mother Coun- 
e years that you have|
during the previous, 

you came in. On the| 
à that for in 1894. 1895
an average importation

• m the United States 
favour of the United 
if the English people

1 grateful for the erea- 
ebrought about that 

they w uld exhibitEffrence that I should

.tA conference was held at Ottawa in 
the month of June last, at which re- 
presentatives of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, the Dominion of Canada, the 
Cape and the Australian colonies met 
to consider questions relating to inter­
colonial tariffs and communications.

I have learnt with satisfaction that 
the proceedings of the conference were 
of a character calculated to strengthen 
the union of the colonies concerned, 
both among themselves and with the

ho had zittrecuun2 TrtuEE 
sented to anything until he was borne, down 
by the overwhelming sentiment of • 
21" 
member for the eity 
sell) has borne this

It was the opportunity and the pri- 
vilege of the leader of the Opposition 
to initiate the proposal to offer Cana- dian troops for service in South Africa. 
It was a proud, and enviable, and dis- 

Then, what do we find the hon. member 
for Labelle (Mr. Bourassa) saying on this 
subject:_

1*

cry stores, that 
lian bacon were Let me call’s witness, from thatHon. Joseph

however, I appearsthan the In the meanwhile, however, I may my 
that I note a resolution which appears 
=-7---= 

ements with

American products. The 
Mr. Fielding), says that- 

for any quid pro quo from England, and 
hat we do not want any, pound of flesh. 
Let me tell him that Canada did not or- 
ginate this policy of preferential trade. 
Inter-Imperial preferential trade was adopt- 
ed in 1891, by the United Empire Trade 
League, composed of a number of eminent 
members of the Lords and Commons of 
both political' parties. Their object was 
not to benefit Canada, but to benefit the 
Empire They were Englishmen and their 
policy was propounded, because having ex- 
amined the means to bind the Empire together they thought this was the best. (They arrived at the conclusion that to the 
feeling of sentiment might be added mu­
tually- bénéficiai trade relations, and that 
both combined, would, indissolubly unite 
the Empire together.

of de Pumn..

>in which the desire was 1 
closer commercial arrange 
the Empire, and I think

WeMother Country.,
There, Sir. you have from the Prime 

Minister of England, speaking through the 
mouth of the Sovereign in closing Parliar 
ment, the declaration that that policy

did not or-
in 

for
it was’ sug 

gerted that a commission of inquiry 
should be created in order to see in 
what way practical effect might be 
given to the aspiration If that be the 
case, and if it were thought at the 
present time you were not prepared to 
go beyond that inquiry, if it were: the wish of the other colonies, of Canada 
end of the South African colonies, to 
join in such an inquiry. Her Majesty’s 
Government would be delighted to 
make arrangements for that Purpose: 
and to accept any suggestions astothe 
form of the reference and the character 
and constitution of the commission, 
and would very gladly take part in
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Now, Sir. this we have done deliber­
ately, and tor this let me tell you, gen­
tlemen, the Canadian Government and 
the Canadian people ask nothing in re- 
turn. They have done it out of grati­
tude for the Motherland. They do not 
ask any quid pro quo; they do not ask 
for the pound of flesh; the do not re­
quire a price for their loyalty.
I am afraid he was not exactly speaking 

then under the inspiration of the hon. Min­
ister of Trade ' and Commerce, who says 
that we owe nothing to the Motherland 
except forgiveness, in a spirit of Christian 
chanty. for the wrong she has done us. 
I am afraid be was not acting under that 

"The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM- 
MERCE. It shows what high Christiano 

"Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Quite so.
They have done it out of gratitude 

for the Motherland. They do not ask 
any quid pro quo; they do not ask 
for the pound or flesh; they do not re­
quire a price for their loyalty.. 
The question, had, up to that time, been 

discussed upon the broad principle of mu­
tual benefit to Great Britain, and to Can­
ada, and the outlying portions of the Em­
pire. But, the right hon. gentleman nar­
rowed it down and gave it an entirely dif­
ferent character, taking the strongest 
means he could to prevent anybody ever 
acet mplishing anything in favour of this 
great measure that the whole people of 
Canada desire, that every man in Canada 
to-day longs for, and that every intelligent 
man Knows will do more for Canada than 
any policy that has ever been propounded 
in Canada, or that can be conceived.
AT THE EMPIRE TRADE LEAGUE 

DINNER.
And, what does Mr. Chamberlain say in 

reply? He evidently saw that my right hon. 
friend was labouring under some hostile 
spirit, that could not very well be explain- 
ed. Mr. Chamberlain knew what the posi- 
tion was. I was over in 1896, after the de­
feat of my Government. I was entertain­
ed there, I had the honour of dining with 
the United Empire Trade League. And, 
some members of that organization ex­
pressed their deep regret that I should 
have been defeated, because of the support 
that I was prepared to give to inter-Imperial 
preferential trade. I said: I am happy to 
be able to tell you that you are quite mis­
taken; that, instead of my defeat being an 
injury to inter-Imperial trade, it will be 
the reverse; the hon. gentleman who has 
defeated me, and who is now the Premier 
of Canada, is pledged as strongly as I am 
in favour of inter-Imperial preferential 
trade, and has declared that one of the 
first things he would do, if he got power, 
would be to send a commission to Eng­
land to negotiate it, and I have the most 
unbounded confidence that he will keep his 
pledge; and the result will be that you will 
have the Liberal party of which he is the 
head, struggling to obtain this great boon, 
and the Conservative party standing be- 

hind them, giving all the aid and sympathy 
they can. Mr. Chamberlain said, in reply 
to "the right hon. gentleman (Sir Wilfrid 
(Laurier) —for he spoke later:

My Lord Mayor, if our self governing 
colonies desire now or at' any future 
time to take their share in the glories 
and in the responsibilities of the Em­
pire they will find that we are reedy 
to meet them more than half-way, and 
that we will make it our duty to es- 
tablish firmly that principle of our con- 
nection:. “Each for all, and all for 
each,” upon which alone the stability 
and the prosperity of the Empire can 
depend and----

Mark this, Mr. Speaker:

t country.
- AGAINST GREAT 
ITAIN.
think I mentioned last 
friend the Minister of

re sneaking at Oshawa, 
1, is thus reported:
sled: "Does the Lib- 
discrimination against

admitting American 
ee and taxing the
Great Britain?”

wright replied: "Cer-

After Parliament was prorogued, 
events went on, until it carme to the 
point where the Prime Minister de­
clared that Canada was not at war with 
the South African Republic: that our 
Militia Act forbade the sending of our 
troops outside of Canada unless her ter­
ritory was threatened; and, moreover, 
that Parliament was sovereign in the 
matter, and that, without the sanction 
of Parliament, the Government could 
do nothing. I think this is a fair re- 
sume of the position taken by the right 
ELAl 
of the Opposition took issue with the 
Prime Minister. In a telegram which 
did not reach its destination, but 
which was published broadcast----

And known well to the hon. gentleman, 
—the hon, gentleman advised the Gov- 
ernment to send troops right at once 
and not to mind Parliament. I need 
not say where my sympathy stood. 
Tea days later the Government gave 
up, and decided to send troops.
I commend that to the attention of hon. 

gentlemen opposite. What more have we. 
Sir? At this moment we have the fact 
that supporters of the Government are now 
agitating the question and are holding pub- 
lie meetings in the province of , Quebec. 
The hon. member for Laprairie and Napier- 
ville (Mr. Monet), the hon. member for 
Labelle (Mr. Bourassa), and the hon. mem­
ber for Charlevoix (Mr. Angers), are hold- ing public meetings in the province of Quo, 
bee denouncing the sending of troops, 

apologizing for the Premier, and saying 
that he was misled by that dreadful man. 
Sir Charles Tupper. X

BOARD OF TRADE RESOLUTIONS.
Col. Vincent continues: This be a force that is being car-

The United Empire Trade League ried out, but, I think, if it is one, it is 
now numbers quite two thirds of the | not particularly creditable to the hon.Ministerialists in the British Commons gentleman. , will ask the permission of the
And yet, the hon. gentleman tells this House to have these resolutions of a the 

House that no man can be found in Eng- boards of trade entered on the record, as 
land that will lend any countenance or any I have really no time to read them: 
sanction to these proposals. I have been Ottawa Board of Trade: 
obliged to detain the House at length on 
this question because I consider it of vital 
importance, and I am. anxious to place he- 
fore the country, clearly end distinctly.the 
great issue that is between the parties.
Hon. gentlemen opposite propose to give a 
preference which we on this side of the 
House think is calculated to prevent any­
thing ever being done that will induce the 
British Government and the British Pat 
liament to negotiate on this question, be-I 
cause all there questions have to be ne­
gotiated on the principle of reciprocity. 
We take our stand on the principle of 
protection. We say we are prepared to 

I protect the great industries of this coun­
try. and we couple with that the propo­
sition that no protection, no boon. Rs the 

I right hon. gentleman has justly said, and 
I repeated again and again before the elec-
tions, can be given to the great agricul-I 
tural interests of Canada that will com­
pare for a moment with the advantage it 
would derive in securing the imposition of 
a duty upon the products of foreign coun­
tries going into the British market that will

! give an advantage to Canada.
THE OPINION OF THE TIMES.

*Y

House that the other Premiers did I not con­
sider it an invitation to them to state 

how far they would be able to go in mak- 
ing proposals to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. The evidence is clear that they did.

Lor does the letter of His Grace in the slightest degree contradict that view. On 
!the contrary, he says:

theWhereas, while the trade legisla- 
tion of other nations is framed to sub- 
serve their local interests, all British 
trade and other legislation should aim 

within the Empire a union of , 
interest of a federal character, and the 
policy of each British community 
should be designed to retain within 
the Empire subjects whose labour would 
otherwise go to foreign lands; -

Resolved, that, in the opinion of this 
conference, the advantage to be ob- 

" tail’d by a closer union between the 
= various portions of the British Empire 
*Fare so great as to justify an arrange- 

ment as nearly as possible of the no- 
ture of ‘a Zollverein, based upon printi- 
ples of the freest exchange of commo­
dities within the Empire, , consistent 
with *' • tariff requirements incident to the ma ntenance of the local Govern­
ment of each kingdom, dominion, prov­
ince or colony, now forming part of

MR. GOSCHEN’S OPINION. 1 to secure 
I want to meet the statement made by

the hon. gentleman (Mr. Fielding), "that 
nothing will induce the English people to 
reverse their policy and to impose any du- 
ties upon the food of the people. In 1800 
and 1801, I went into that subject very 
fully, in the Nineteenth Century, and I 
gave elaborate evidence from the best an- 
thorities to show what substantial advan-

itDoes the hon. gentleman dare to tell 

me, or Ry or n the keot Hon: Mr. 
Chamberlain.’who had followed step by Ud 
line by line, the declarations that had 
teen made in regard to this subject, by 
the Premiers, end ended in proposing to these gentlemen that he would form part of 
a commission to take this subject up and 
inquire into it—does he mean to av. that 
that indicates there is no man in England 
that we can quote a line from, or any 
public journal of influence, to show that 
there isany utility in doing anything 
regard to this matter? Now. Sir, Colonel Howard Vincent was interviewed on this subject, February 12, 1897, and this is what 
he said: .

In view of Mr. G. E. Foster’s, and 
Sir Charles Tupper’s speeches, and the 
action of the Canadian Parliament, a 
correspondent asked Colonel Howard Vincent, M.P., to-day what actionwas intended in the Imperial Parliament 
respecting a tariff of preferenceswith 
the Empire He replied: "I cannot say 
definitely, but we shall march forward 
day by day, and stage by stage, in ac- cordance with Sir Charles Tupper’s 
views and those of the Canadian Gov- 
ernment.”

Very few disciples of free trade fifty 
years ago would bare believed for a 
moment that at this time France and 
Germany would be carrying on an enor- 
mous trade under strictly prohibitive 
conditions and not only that they would 
not have opened their markets to us, 
but they would be competing over us 
for the possession of as large a portion 
as possible of the surface of the earth, 
not for the purpose of opening it up 
out of the universal benefits of free 
trade, but for the purpose of excluding 
from those portions English trade. 
The world has not become the commer- 
cial paradise which was predicted in the 
early days of free trade opinion, when 
it was hoped that free trade would 

bind all the nations, of the earth so 
closely together that it would be a 
matter, of comparatively little import­
ance by whom they were ruled, or un­
der what influencé they were govern­
ed. We have since learned by painful 
experience that no old nor new mar- 
kets are being thrown open to ue by the 
influence of free trade alone, and that 
if we want to provide for increasing 
commerce, which is necessary for the 
support of our increasing population, 
we must find those markets for our- 
selves, and must use every opportunity 
either of expanding or consolidating our 
colonial possessions.
Lord Salisbury said that he was at one 

with Mr. Chamberlain in the view, he had 
announced on that important question and 
His Grace: the Duke of Devonshire accen­
tuated that statement.
SIR WILFRID REFUSES A PREFER.

/ ENCE.
But my right hon. friend, instead of re- 

deeming the solemn pledge he had given 
the people of this country, betrayed the 
people. What did he do? In answer to 
that speech, he said:

I claim Tor the present Government 
of Canada that they have passed a re- 
solution bv which the products of 
Great Britain are admitted on the rate 
of their tariff at 121 per cent., and 
next year at 2.5 per cent, reduction. 
This we have done, not asking any com- 
pensation. ....

There ia a class of our fellow-eitizens 
who ask that all such concessions should 
be made for quid pro quo.

The Canadian Government has ignor- 
led all such sentiments.

We have done it because we owe a, 
debt of gratitude to Great Britain. 
We have done it because it is no in­
tention of ours to disturb in any way 
the system of free trade which has 
done so much for England.

Many schemes of union had been 
suggested, but they all had the fatal 
objection of interfering with the free­
dom of trade of the colonies.

The colonies had already granted eer- 
tain concessions to the Mother Country, 
but they asked for no quid pro quo, no 
pound of flesh.

What we give you by our tariff we 
give you in gratitude for the splen- 
did freedom under which we have pros- 
pared. It is a free gift. We ask no 
compensation. Protection has been the 
curse of.Canada: we would not see you 
come under its baneful influence-for
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I think it possible that the advantage 
of the consolidation of the Empire may 
be so great that, if the increase in the 
price of the loaf is extremely small, 
the producers with whom the power 
now lies far more than with the con- 
sumers, may not object. I differ with 
the hon. member for Leeds, who sup- 
posed that if we had any customs 
union or arrangement by which favour 
was shown to the colonies, the €sited 
States would have a right to interfere. 
I do not think the United States would 
have a right to remonstrate or inter­
fere In the way he suggested.
I give that to the hon. gentleman from an 

eminent British statesman, who does not 
regard that phase as a contingency. I may 
say that the masses of the people, the con- 

.sumers, will, io my judgment, be the very 
agency that will bring about the condition 
of things in, England which we desire to

LORD SALISBURY’S STATEMENT.
The United Empire Trade League went 

to Lord Salisbury with the request that he 
would have the Belgian and German trea 
ties abrogated, because no such * arrange­
ment of inter preferential trade could be 
carried out unless that were done.

Lord Salisbury said: *
On this matter, public opinion must 

be framed or formed before any Gov- 
—ernment could act.

the British family of nations.
Well, Sir. Mr. Chamberlain opened that 

Chamber of Commerce with a speech of 
immense significance. He said:

And T admit that, if I understand it 
correctly, I find the germs of such a 
proposal in a resolution which is to be 
submitted to yon on behalf of the To- 
ronto Board of Trade. What is that 
resolution? I hope I correctly explain it. 
That resolution I understand to be one 
for the creation of a British Zollve- 
rein or customs union, which would es- 

‘tablish- at once practically free trade 
- throughout the British Empire, but 

would leave the contracting parties free 
to make their own arrangements with 
regard to duties upon foreign goods; ex- 
cept that—this is an essential condition 
of the “proposal— that Great Britain 
shall consent to replace moderate du­
ties upon certain articles which are of 
large production in the colonies. Now, 
if T have rightly understood it, these ar­
ticles would comprise corn, meat, wool 
and sugar, and perhaps other articles of 
encemous consumption in this coun- 
try, which are at present largely pro- 
duced in the colonies, end which might 
be, under such en arrangement, wholly 
produced in the colonies, and wholly 
produced by British labour. On the 
other hand, as I have said, the colo­
nies, while maintaining their duties up­
on foreign imports, would agree to a 
free interchange of commodities with 
the rest of the Empire, and would 
cease tn place protective duties upon 
any product of British labour.
Hon. gentlemen opposite say that there 

are no protective duties now. but that they 
have a revenue tariff; and, therefore, 
that comes entirely within the statement 
made by Mr Chamberlain. That congress 
passed a résolution to this effect:

That this Congress of Chambers . of 
Commerce of the Empire is of opinion 
that the establishment of closer com- 
mercial relations between the United 
Kingdom and the colonies and depen- 
dencies is an object’ which deserves, 
and demands, prompt and careful con-
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Whereas, the second congress of the 
Chambers of Commerce of the Empire 
declared, in 1892, “That arrangements 
should be devised to secure closer com- 
mercial union between the. Mother 
Country and her colonies and depenaen- 
cies,” and, "That a commercial union 
within the British Empire on the ba- 
sis of freer trade would tend to pro­
mote its permanence and prosperity;

And. whereas, it hss been generally 
admitted that the colonies should eon- 
tribute towards the cost of Imperial 
defence, and. as a matter of fact, colo­
nial forces have participated with those 
of the United Kingdom, in defending 
the integrity of the Empire;

Therefore, be it resolved, that, in 
the opinion of this congress, a certain 
degree of closer commercial , union • 
among the countries of the Empire can 
be most conveniently established a step 
towards the introduction of inter- 
British free trade most readily taken. y 
and the responsibilities of each part of 
the Empire most equitably borne by 
providing a revenue for its defence, and 
other common Imperial purposes, from 
the proceeds of a small uniform duty 
(over and above those of the local 
tariffs, where any such are levied) on 
ell importations from foreign coun- 
tries, into every part of the Empire.
Montreal Board of Trade:____

That in the opinion of this congress 
the bonds of the British Empire would 
be materially strengthened and the 
union of the various parts of Her Mar 
jesty’s dominions greatly consolidated-

(a). By the colonies contributing to 
wards the naval and military defence
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Lord Salisburyof this kind. Not at all. 
said further:

On this matter, public opinion must 
be framed or formed before any Gov­
ernment can act. No Government can 
impose its own opinion, on the people 
of this country in these matters. You 
are invited, and it is the duty of those 
who feel themselves to be the pioneers 
of such a movement and the apostles 
of such a doctrine, to go forth to fight 
for it and when they have convinced 
the people of this country, their battle 
will be won., 
That is not very discouraging. Lord 

Salisbury’s advice was taken, and the Uni­
ted Empire Trade League agitated all over 
Britain in favour of this matter, and at- 
ter the general elections in 1895, they went 
back with this statement to Lord. Balis- 
bury:

The greater number of the members 
returned to the present Parliament in 
support of your lordship’s policy and 
administration, advocated either , in 

» their election addresses or in their plat- 
form speeches, the policy of united 

i- Empire trade, and to this fact must be 
ascribed some portion of the unparal- 
leled majority in. the House of Com- 

by which your lordship is sup- 
ported- especially from working class 
constituencies..
Now. Sir, there is the fact, and yet the 

hon. gentleman (Mr. Fielding), has actual- 
vthat no man with a head on his 
Loulders (or words to that effect), could 

be found that would advocate any such

Now. Sir. the hon. gentleman says, that 
every London journal scoffs at the idea of 
preferential trade. Why do they scoff at 
it? They did not scoff at it before the 
preference was thrown at them, and be- 
fore they were told that we wanted noth­
ing for it. Here is what the Times says 
on February 19, 1896:

sideration. The congress, therefore, re- 
spectfully represents to Her Majesty a 
Government that, if . the suggestion 
should be made on behalf of the colo­
nies or some of them, it would be right 
and expedient to promote such con- 
sideration, and the formulation of 
some practicable plan, bv summoning 
an Imperial conference, thoroughly re­
presentative of the interests involved, 
or by such other means as Her Ma­
jesty may be advised to adopt.
I was a little surprised to learn that the 

Finance Minister could so asperse the lea­
der of the Government of which he is a 
member as to intimate that this question 
is scoffed at by everybody, that it is an 
utterly idle and impracticable story, and 
to assert, like other hon gentlemen, that 
not a word nor a suggestion along that line 
bad been uttered bv the Prime Minister.

ENDORSED BY SIR WILFRID.
What did the Prime Minister say on the 

17th of May, 1896, when seeking the sweet 
voices of the people? On this question of 
preferential trade, he said:

In regard to this question of prefer­
ential trade, Mr. Laurier desired to say 
that Sir Charles Tupper was no more 
favourable to the idea than himself.

My hope is, nay, my conviction is, 
that on the 23rd of June the Liberal 
party will be at the head of the polls; 
and then ft will be,the Liberal party, 
with its policy of a revenue tariff, 
that will send commissioners to Lon- 
don to arrange for a basis of preferen­
tial trade.
The hon. gentleman went more fully In­

to the subject at London, Ont., where he 
■id:

Now, the statesmen of Great Britain 
have thought that the governments of 
the colonies have come to a time when 
a new step can be taken in their de- 
velopment? What is that? That there 
shall be s commercial agreement be­
tween England and the colonies. That 
practical statesman, Mr. Joseph Cham- 
berlain, has come to the conclusion 
that the time has come when it is pos- 
sible to have within the bounds of the 
Empire a new step taken, which will 
give to the colonies in England a pre­
ference for their products over the 
products of other nations. What 
would he the possibilities of such a 
step if ft was taken? We sell our goods

1

It ia believed that the accession of 
Sir Charles Tupper to the ministry will 
lead Canada to make some kind of an 
effort of preferential trade with the 
Mother Country. It is probable that 
the united Governments of Australia 
will make a similar effort. The recent 
turn of foreign affairs, especially regard­
ing Germany and America, have given 
much popular impetus to this move­
ment. t
And yet, every London journal, according 

to the hon, gentleman, scoffs at the idea 
of obtaining inter-Imperial ... preferential trade. Now. let me refer to the boards of 
trade. I suppose there are some men in 

ltmorne : ! - on-..” = 

------ 

SIR WILFRIDS EXCUSE. not so regarded by the boards of trade of
Montreal. Toronto and Ottawa, who have, 
within the last month, passed resolutions 
strongly affirming the desirability of send- 
ing delegates to a congress of the Chamber 
of Commerce, to press this very policy 
upon the associated ocambers of commerce 
of the Empire.
------ CONSERVATIVE AMENDMENT.

Sir, I do not propose to take up further 
time than to move the resolution which I 
hold in my hand, and which is seconded

—if they are wishful to draw closer the 
commercial relatione between themsel- 
ves and us, now or at any future time, 
again I say we will meet them, and in 
no huckstering spirit. We will not 
treat this as a transaction in a ledger,- 
to be weighed in proportion to the ex­
act balance of profit and loss. No, there 
18 a principle, and. as I have said, a 
sentiment behind it which will carry all 
before it, because we see in such tight­
ening of Imperial bonds a guarantee for 
security and continued unity.

of the Empire; . . ___ ....
(b.) By the adoption of a commer­

cial arrangement that, while conserve 
ing the present freedom of action as to 
the fiscal policies most suitable to the 
geographical conditions and diversified 
interests of the individual countries com- 
posing the Empire, will provide for 
the imposition of a moderate special ad 
valorem duty on importations, from 
foreign countries to be levied uniformly 
by all parts of the British Empire, 
thus not only providing revenue for joint Imperial responsibilities, but also 
inaugurating a policy of mutualbene; 
fit whereby each component part 9 
the Empire would receive an advantage 
in trade as a result of its national 
relationship. *

what weakens you must weaken us.
T ask my right hon. friend is that what 

the people had a right to expert at his 
hands When asking their suffrages, he 
declared that if they would clothe him 
with power he would send a commission to 
negotiate inter-Imperial preferential trade 
between Great Britain and Canada, but 
having obtained power, he deliberately 
turned hi* bark on this pledge, and down 
to thio hour there is not a man in this 
country who has been taken into his confi­
dence and been told what was the cause of 
this overwhelming change of opinion on 
his part. It is very significant that he 
should have gone out of Ms way to curse 
that which he was sent to bless.

I may say that Lord Salisbury does not 
agree with my right hon. friend in his 
view that inter-Imperial preference would 
interfere with free trade. He was written 
to bv a gentleman ill England as long ago 
as April 5, 1887, and he instructed his 
private secretary to reply as follows:

I am to reply that Lord Salisbury 
does not imagine that differential du- 
ties in favour of our colonies, what­
ever may be said for or against them, 
can properly be described under the 
term protection.
There is a sweeping away of the whole 

foundation of my right hon. friend a posi­
tion when on the high road to obtain a 
Cobden medal. His Grace the Duke of 
Devonshire.’ ' made another pronouncement; 
and if bv his speeches he did not mean to 
invite the colonies to propose what mea­
sures they considered would contribute 
most to the unity ofsthe Empire, I do not 
know what he meant. At the Merchant 
Tailors’ Hall, London, on July 8, 1897, be 
said:

We know that while our colonies and 
our dependencies can by a strengthen- 
ed unity greatly enlarge and * enhance 
our power and influence in the world, 
yet at the same time we have much that 
we can offer to them, and which we do 
offer them; and it is not in the inter- 
est of the islands alone—it is in the 
interest of the whole English-speaking 
race—that we advocate the idea of 
unity, and we urge upon you to take 
every measure that it is in your power 
to take to cement and strengthen It. 
But. ladies and gentlemen, we believe 
ourselves, the British rare both here 
and abroad, that we are not only a 
sentimental people, but a practical peo­
ple, and the idea which must have 
occurred to many of us, after witness- 
ing the demonstration at home and 
abroad which we have witnessed in 
three recent time is. what is to be the 
practical outcome of it all; what are 
the measures which we are about to 
take in order to satisfy the aspirations 
which many of us have formed; and 
how are we going to give effect to the 
sentiment the existence of which, as I 
have said, is now undoubted?

#*
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The Times newspaper of March 10, 1196. 
said;,. Prime Minister has addresed a 

letter to Sir Howard Vincent, as hon­
orary secretary of the United Empire 
Trade League, in reply to the memorial 
presented-last month by the council of 
that body, praying that notice might be 
riven denouncing the clause in the com-

• fercial treaties with Germany and
- Belgium preventing British colonies 

from levying a lighter duty upon Brit-, 
ish goods than upon foreign goods, 
should they elect to do so. Lord Salis­
bury says that “since the accession to 
office of Her Majesty's present advisers 
the question of the trade relations be­
tween the Mother Country and the eolo- 
nies has been taken into serious consid­
eration, and that be is in thorough ae- 
cord with the views expressed, by Mr. 
Chamberlain as to the extreme im- 
portance of securing as large a share as 
possible of the mutual trade of the 
United Kingdom end the colonies for 
British producers and manufacturers, 
whether located in the colonies or in 
the United Kingdom.-
I do net think that bears out the state 

ment made by the Finance Minister (Mr. Fielding). Then on the 25th of April, 1802, 
the Canadian Parliament passed this rose-

find it perfectly delusive, 
imits that he has failed t 
t he expected I am glad 
litional step taken, wh h I 
ght direction. (Cheers) 
REFERENTIAL TRADE 
, to the question of prefer- 
nd. I am obliged to detain 
(-much greater length • .-, 
>do. if I am obliged to re. 
nd again, on the fl or of - e 
ntion I have taken on that 
estion of preferential trade, 
* be that I regard it M the 
portant question that is to- 
, people of Canada. I say 
em of inter-Imperial prefer 
at will give to the people of 
Ivantage of a preference in 
f the Mother Country, is a 
ht with enormous results t 
t too much attention cannot

The hon. gentleman said, 
eatly surprised to hear him 
statement, that:
which after a great struggle 
t and Cobden, had made 
food free, was asked to turn 
nds of the clock and tax 
the people. England was 
and again to accept this 

nd just so long as that de 
made the great journals end 
iders of thought in England 
referential, trade of that

Toronto Board of Trade:
Whereas, it is generally recognised 

that an advantageous commercial bond 
is the strongest link in national unity, 
and maintenance and strengthening of 
trade is the keystone of a state's suc- 
cessful development;

And whereas, the existence of an Em­
pire is largely dependent upon the ma- 
erirs,5% 
opinion of this congress, the bonds of 
the Britiah Empire would be materially 
strengthened and the union of the va-

pres

But, my right hon. friend came back, 
and, I wish to remind him of a point which, 
it seems, has escaped hi* notice. He was 
attacked for having betrayed the interest, 
of Canada, for having failed to redeem 
the pledge he gave to the people. He 
went to Toronto and gave his answer. 
And, what was it? I will give his exact THE 
words, as taken in his speech in Toronto, 
after his return in 1897:

Certainly, if I thought I could 
: obtained for my country, for the pro­

duct» of Canada a preferential treat- + 
ment in the markets of Great Britain, 5 
I would not only have been wanting in 
patriotism, but I would have been 
wanting In reason—I would simply 

have been an idiot—if I had failed to 
obtain such a preference. But let me 
say that above all things, in matters 
political, I have learned my lesson from 

British precedents, and I know that all 
reforms have to be taken one step at 
a time, and be who endeavours to do 
more than that ia likely to end in fail-

have and the union of the 
rions parts of Her Mui-ntz'ad5cessions 
as commercial policy based 
principle of mutual 
each component part 
would receive a substantial 
in trade as the result of the

by Mr. Foster:
That all the words after “That be 

left out and the following added in­
stead thereof:—“this House is of opin­
ion that a system of mutual trade pre­
ference between Great Britain and Ire­
land and the colonies would greatly 
stimulate increased production in and 
commerce between these countries, and 
would thus promote and maintain the 
unity of the Empire; and that no 
measure of preference which falls short 
of the complete realisation of such a 
policy should be considered as final or 
satisfactory.”

say that the treaties I That ia the policy that we propound 
had been denounced, and that they were day in opposition to the policy proposed 
the great hindrance in the way, and pro- by the hon. gentleman of increasing to 
ceeded: 33 13 per cent, the preference given to

There to nothing, in the way now. English imports, aI have, no beslistion • 

LPLl-ot, =slug &aidrein “" -2 
There is another pledge, a pledge made Hotatntleman will find industry after in- 

since he came back—that the great diffi- Austry going down in Canada. They will 
culty out of the way, he would do every- And That without having accomplished any­
thing in his power to obtain this great boon thing beneficial to Great Britain, without 
for Canada,= What step has he taken, having increased by one pound or by one 
down to this hour? He has done nothing dollar the exports sent from this country 
but block every effort made in this House to Great Britain, without having accom- 
to take a single step in that direction, plished anything that will promote in any 
Though he declared that the great diffi- measure the unity of the Empire, ‘the ac- 
culty had been removed, and he was ready tion the Government are taking isC 
to do everything, he has done less than ing to be fraught with danger to the be 

moth Ifiniuge of Finsnep -me that Mr Infarcts of (he country 
Chamberlain has never committed himself 
on thia question. I want to know how he 
accounts for the declaration of the leader, 
of his own Government, that Mr. Cham- 
berlain had committed himself in the full- 

tetra i= 
a policy of revenue tariff—which the hon. 
gentleman says be has now—it could be 
carried out without difficulty. Does he

that the leader of the Government does know anything about this subject?
Does scast ridicule upon that gentleman, 
and Ky. he is inCARaule of reading the

:
benefit, whereby

th.

THE STORY OF THE LIBERAL PARTY.
If my hon. friend the Minister of Finance 

will excuse me for invading his patent of
Budget, speech, I 

stated the pollcy of the 
___ I have the honour, at 

lead, conclude my remarks b of the party ■

the concluding hislution:
That if, and when the Parliament of 

Great Britain and Ireland admits Cana- 
dian products to the markets of the 
United Kingdom upon more favourable 
terms than it accords to the products of foreign countries, the Parliament of Canada, will he prepared to accord 
corresponding advantages, by a reduc­
tion in the duty it imposes upon Brit­
ish manufactured good*.
That is our policy to-day, that is the 

position we take. We say it is a question 
of business; that it is a question of trade. 
That is a question which, under our con- stitution, has been confided to the people 
of Canada, and, Sir, we respond to the appea I made from high authorities in Great 
Britain on this question, and

ure. 4
Then he went on to

after having
party which 
ent, to
ing that the story
the Government of. this country W. 
story of a party who glorify the 1 
tion they did their utmost to obel

It is the story of a party, who,1 =-56 
H.*A.

in England. We send our wheat, our
natural pro-butter, our cheese, ell our

ducts, but there we have to compete 
with similar products from the United 
States, from Russia, and from other 
nations. Just see what a great advan­
tage it would be to Canada, if the 
wheat, cheese and butter, which we 
would send tn England, should be met 
in England with a preference over sim- 
ilar products of other nations. The pos- 
sibilities are immense.

Mr Joseph Chamberlain, the new 
and progressive Secretary of the Colo- 
nies, has declared that the time has 

come when it is possible to discuss that 
question. But, Sir, if England is going 
to give ne that preference, England

1

id and unqualified statement, 
tatement which is not borne 
ets. I say that the greatest 
gland have looked upon’ that 
great favour, and on more 

sion they have indicated tl it 
tion deserving of the mo t 
horough attention from the 
f that country One hon g n- 
farther than the hon Minis 
, de fied anybody to show no 
ng that had been utt 
en by the Right Hon Josef : 
n favour of that policy; j 
wthe attention of the H use 
ments, to this subject The 
of Finance indicates that the 

have read hed the hearts, an I 
earts, they have reached the 
he people of England with 
ductions, and have created a 
re for ur cheese, our bacon 
I our eggs. Do these hon gen 
her. that when the M /nle 
seed and when the Liberal 
Government said that they 
send eggs to England, the 
h a shout of derision by th 
is country, because the hon 
Trade and Commerce, bein 

on financial and commercial 
hat party, held strongly to hi 
that government were flies of

thedenunciation
it as their policy. It is the story of who pledged* part
themseltween England and
wards declared they
"It the line of a party who * 
lated every pledge they give to the coun- 
1lias 54

mots not

e believe, 
with them, that it will promote the unity 
of this great Empire We believe that we 
are right, and that it is just and proper 
we should ask from Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment. that they should adopt the same 
policy with reference to Canada that Can- 
ada adopts in regard to Great Britain. 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 

1 may my that * at the mcond meeting of 
the Chambers of Commerce of the Em- 
the - " _ resolution, proposing that

duty should be imposed by 
favour of the products of 
A against foreign products, 

and .... _______eated by a vote of the 
Chambers of the Commerce of the Empire, 
47 voting against and 37 voting for. In an 
article r contributed to one of the maga- 

of the day. I showed that if the delegates from Australia and South Africa 
had voted in accordance with the instrue- 
tion they had received from the Chambers

would expect something from us in re­
turn What is it she would expect? 
England would expect that we would 

closely to her own system of 
free trade as it is possible for us to 

England doee not expect that

say that the 
ose is a policy of “fit- 
That was the original

r
come as policy that we prof 

ting protection.” 
term, that ia the <
ting protection” 1

cause a diminution of 
land in three years of 
crane

11riaat CEE - a

come.
we should take her own system of free 
trade such as she has it; but I lay 
it before you, that the thing the Eng- 

Flish people would expect in return is 
that, instead of a principle of protec­
tion. we should adopt the revenue form 
of tariff, pure and simple. These are 
the conditions on which we can have

term we use now,_. 
to the manufacturing. Unitedthe mining, fishing, lumbering, agricultural 

and shipping industries, and to Canadian 
labour. There is the ground on which we 
are ready to go to battle with hon. gentle- 
men opposite any moment they may choose select. I have no hesitation in saying 
r=="astre 
themselves claiming that recent events -ire

The hon. gentleman waa using 
means to induce the Premiers whom he waa 
addressing to take this question up.

On the 21st of June, my right hon. friend 
again said: # 5

every
■ pire. I moved a 

a 5 per cent. A. 
Great Britain in theirand in Southher colonies.

Realizing this, and at the same time 
realizing the greet utility which would 
follow from a closer union between 1 
England and her colonies, the Cana­
dian Government have undertaken in 
some degree to solve the difficulty. 
They have given to Great Britain a pre­
ference in their own markets.

and that the
- that boon.

The right bon, gentleman says now that 
he has got that boon, end I My that he 
gave the most emphatic pledge that it was 
possible for a man to give to the people 
of Canada, that if ‘he obtained power his 
first act would be to send commissioners 
to England to negotiate for that preferen- 
tial trade. I am sorry to way that for

to move:
ile of reading 

Hof learning the 
a publia man from his 
ation on manifold

- rd the sen sou
occa

that sent them carried. In My objection to the preference is statedof Comme croula havethat there with nothing that 
> to promote trade in butter 
ything else. But, he has had 
different story from the hon, inance. Take the questionof

and thestatements«"Deo- nigseMen-the Ottawa hoys 1

‘I
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