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Although the candle was whole at
the comiencement of the _play, it had
mow burned dangérously elose to the
hewii table.on; which it rested. The
‘cards Tay in a disordered heap Wwhere
they bad been thrown by the man who
had just lost on three kings. Another

w himself listlessly on the bunk on

which he sat, whileihe who acted as

‘banker ruefully regarded the pile of
beans monopolized by the fourth, and
which he was in honor bound to redeem
‘at 25 cents apiece. Outside was heard
a sharp jingling of bells'an® a mowent
later a Go; team of four huskies ltrug-

e rivei to. tb&—bnk,m

mﬁnued theu tireless trot ug the
“Fme night for ‘mmhmg i gaid
George "intermptmg his bean counting.
- “‘This bright moonlight ‘reminds me
ol a night on the Stikine river when
we pu.led until midnight trying to
| get through Big Canyon.”’
‘‘In the spring of 'g8?’' asked Webb

Vl_roin the darkness of the bunk, dismis-

sing the baunting visions of straights
open in the middle and club flushes
with intruding spades, ‘‘Those were
. great days,”’ he continued growing re-
‘‘Many’s the poor devil

xlscent. _
 who started over the Stikine river trail,

and many's the night they pulled into
cump with aching bones. Ugh!"’ and
¥e shtddered at the recollection of
those dark days.

‘‘And many'sthe scheme 'they worked
‘to get over the ground,’’ added George,
as he pushed the beans, reduced to
-piles.of 25, to the banker. *‘I remem-

_ ber 'when I was at, Telegraph creek dur-
ing the spring rush. Evéry animal
capabhie of carrying a pack was engaged
at enormous prices to pack the outfits
over to Teslin lake, and the mushroom
town-was still filled with feather-bed
prospectors who acted as though their
future salvation depended on their
~ reaching Teslin with their outfit in the
next week. Some  decided to pack
their stuff themselves, and weeded from
their outfit - such incongruities as a
canp stove and a rolling pin, and cut
down the number ot picks and shovels,
In short, reduced a ton outfit to about

“'a hundred pounds, and strapping this

on their backs and carrying a frying
pan and two o1 three kettles in their
bands, these people, whose most arlu-
ous task in the past had been te carry
the baby, waddled on the trail ina
3 way that -would convincé you they
would be bow legged before they
reached the Hudson Bay’ summit, 1

passed some of them with the pack:

train, a short way out, - They had
thrown off their coats and bats, and sat
ot their jumbied packs sweating like
Esquimanx in the tropics, and asked »f
I knew how far it was to Teslin lake.
Others constricted rude push carts, the
weight of which alone would discour-
age a longshoreman and used up all
their time, strength and a’ great deal
of profanity 11i an attempt to get over
the long divide.

“The funniest of the bunch, though,’’
he added, ‘‘was an old Dutchman.. In
some 1nscrutable way he had succeeded
in bringing in an outfit consisting of
flour and bacon, an oid umbrella, and
last. but not least, a scrawney looking
goat. With the fervor of a Moham-
qmedan devotee he was bent on tak¥ng
the undivided outfit to the Klondike,
He cut & piece from the end of a round
log, and, boring a hoie in the center,
made 1t suitable for a wheelbarrow.
In a short time he produced a wheel-
barrow thut would weave at the handles
and fall down if you left it alone.
The next day bhe tied a>rope to the

front, aod rigged up a fantastic harness

for the goa
inkling of hi¥

We began to - have an
scheme.

the whee barrow, and as the poor ani-
mal began to show signs of tractahility,

“he talked excitedly of how he expected

to beat the pack trains to Teslin 1 ke,
I saw him the morning he started out:

~ His blankets and provisions filled the
“barrow, and on this head he had bal-
it down
It was a ludicrous
sight when he harnessed the goat to

anced the mattress, " biniing
- with pieces of rope,
this equipage and started on the trail,
The people in the camp iead the goat,

balanced tbe mattress and pushed nntil
-we finatly got him up the Tong Hhill
Here we

x

and started on the ' Jevel,

For a week he
put that goat through a daily driil with

I feft withthe. ”::i‘ tuiu i
and as I:was bringing
back about ten days later I saw bim
ﬁdi‘n "He bhad then reached the Tal-
Tan river; about ten miles out. His
wheelbarrow, was upside down at the
nd of the bridge, his harnessed - goat
‘was trying to hustle something to eat
améng the rocks by the fishermen’s
cabins, and he himself was half way
up the farthier hill with the mattress on
his back. He reminded me of a pic-
ture' I've seen somewhere of Samson
carrying off the gates of the city. I
asked him how he was getting along,
bat he only looked mad, end said
something excitedly ifa langunage I
couldn’t understand.’’ e
The sudden Rickering of the light

down; and- George, crushing the taper
end of a fresh one, 1it it and, allowing
a few drops of the hot grease to fall
on the table, plunged the candle quick-
1y into the midst of it, thus glueing it
to its place. w“

““That is a funny comcxdem.e gttt |
said, this ‘task completed. “‘I was
over that same trail the following win-
ter on my way back from Atlin, and
saw those same 'push carts and all man-
ner of wheeled vehicles lying where
they had been thrown away on-the trail,
and, gentleman, not far from the Hud-
son Bay summit I saw a rusty mattress
leaning up against a tree. In order
that Webb's story might have a fitting
conclusion I would like to add that Iv-
ing side by side on the ground 1 saw
the ribs of an old nmbrella aud the
skeleton of a fat Dutchman, but you
know that I ain nothing if not truthtul,
80 will be confined by the strict limita-
tions of fact. ;

‘‘But I saw something at. Fort Wran-
gel that was a little on the mammoth
order. You will remember how in the
winter of 1897 impense crowds en-
deavored to get in here by impossible
routes. A great many of these chose to
go up the Stikine river and 'portage
over to Teslin lake, thence down the
system of rivers to Dawson. Among
them was an old duck who thought he
would not only get in easily and rapid-
ly himself, but would make a stake
taking other people ini His scheme
was to run a sort of freight - train over
the snow. He brought in a stationary
engine and a steam wench, “@nd bought
jumber to build cars. In the course of
a month or so he had his outfit com-
pleted. The engine and wench were
mounted on a sleigh in tront; coupled
to this was another sleigh for carrying
freight; then a car for passengers. In
short everything was fitted up for com-
fort and convenience, His scheme was
this. Attached to the drum of ‘the
wench was a long wire cahle. This he
would carry maqke fast to a
pin set.in the ice or to a convenient
tree on the bank. Then the steam
would be turmed on, and the wench
would pull the equipage ahead to the
stake. The cable would again
out and before.
way he was going 150
Stikine, thence over a
nearly 200 miles to ~Teslin.
time he expected spring
opening when he would
'lumbér to build
everything on
That
This is what actually happened,

ahead and

be run
In this
'up the
moutitain puss
By that
would be
utilize their
and, loading
float easily down

made fast as
’

miles

SCOWS,
')U&“'ll,
the river. is what he planned.
When
everything was in readiness the puissen-
gers and crew fired all the ammunition
out of their guns parting
sa-ute and shouled themselves hoarse,
Then the passengers settled themselves
comfortably in their car and composed
The
which
the word
engineer and as two
long whistles told the world they were
starting, the wench began winding in
the slack. Then as the cabie became
taut there was a sudden pause, followed
the ‘chug,’ ‘chug’ of the
wench’s ¢xhaust, and a confused shout-
ing from abead. The¢ passengérs tum-
bled out to see what manner of accident
had lmpp.cnwl. They found that the
matter of loosening the brakes had been
neglected and cousequently the heavy
strain-had broken the stump root off
short. This time 15 minutes were con-
sumed in cutting a hele in the ice in
which they set a crowbar and
this firm bite they crept-slowly for-
ward. During the next hour they made
about 300 yards.

as a sort of

themselves for their long journey.
cable was fast

projected through the
was passed to the

made to a root

ice;

by rapid

with

Then the passengers
began to get restless. They suggested
that they should. not all stop for dinner
at once, but that the muachine should
be kept going whlie they avelit over to
the bank, built a fire and cooked din
ner. Then they would walk over to
the train and keep it going while the
ctew bad their  dinner They ex-
plained that they would buiit the fire
opposltc the that ‘the crew
could use the same fire and then catch
the rear car after they had finished their
dinner. ¢

‘‘They worked hard all that day.

e gine so

At

IMM‘

announced that the candle was burned

had ‘traveled, and found it'was just'a
quarter of a mile. That night the en-
gineer, conductor and generdl manager
of the line walked off-alone and con-
mtuttd himself coairman of a commit:.
tee on ways and means < He unafi-
mously decided that lile was too short
to experiment with novel imethods of
‘transportation but recommended that
in the summer much money might be
made ranning steamers up the Stikine
tiver to Glenora. The ndxt porning he
took ap ax and procéedeN to - convert
nis train into a flat bottomed ‘steamer,
using the bolier and buying some mo-e
machinery. This proved a success.
When the river opened inm the spring
he was ready for traffic. He was kept
busy all that summer plying between
Fort 'Wrangel to Glenora and Tele-
graph creek, and I believe his last ven-
ture wus a financial--sutcess, But do
you kunow, '’ he concluded, **I"have ac~
tuaily met penple who paid large sums
of money in Vancouver for through
tickets to. Dawson city over his steam
sleigh line.”’ ;
“‘Boys,’’ and the voice of the speaker
was sotemn as he broke the silence
which foliowed this recital ;. ‘bdys;-to
those of us who came into this country
by the direct route of the Chilcoot or
White Paswes, it may seem that George
exaggerates; the ‘chechako’ to . whom
he may reiate his experience when he
goes back to civilization, may éven dc-
‘cuse our beloved brother of willful pre-
varication, but to us, who bave wan-
dered into every nook and corner of
this frozen land—we know tHat he
speaks-the truth.— I further evidence
were. necessary that such attempts were
common on the remote trails, I could
tell of things I saw at Edmonton—"’

‘‘Edmonton!"’
concert,
man?’’
“I'am,’’ he said proudly, and the
‘trail ot deatl’ man fixed his gaze on
the candle Ilights which mark the
cabins on the tuble land back ot Daw-
son. For in thus posing as a museum
freak he found the only consolation for
those weary months,
‘““When I'was 1n Edmonton,’’ he con-
tinued, ‘‘I found things in much the
same condition as described by George.
People were there from every quarter of
the globe, There were titled English-
men who brought compressed hay all
the way “Euogland, when they
could have bovght it in Edmonton for
$3 per ton. Others brought a cooking
range all the way from the east, expect-
ing to use it on the trail.
people with dogs, and
horses ;

they interrupted in
‘‘Are you an Edmonton trail

from

Tnere weres
people with
some going by water and others

and everybody had their own
the
adspted to the country.

by land,
vehicle best
One

idea about style of
firm pro«
duced a combination sleigh and canoe,
which looked like two bath tubs hinged
side by side. When traveiing over the
snow they were elosed,
lid tor the other. If
river, atl/ that to
open thém up.and as two canues they
touk to /water like ducks
that in traveling over

the intervening country they would

one forming a

they came to a

was necessary was
They over-
looked | the fact
be
so battered up and hroken in that they

would not be -sea worthy when water
I kuow that some people
but I never heard
that/ they were ever used on water.

‘YAs to Wrangel, there
ong party who overreached all others in
Their’s
was a steam sleigh idea, too, but diffeied
in the uethod of applying
The first thi:r g we saw was

boiler

was reached.
started with them,

however, was

their. powers of - imagination.
somewhat
the power.
a big niarine and engine come
in, qnd for days after that a gang of
blacksmith shop.
to assume shape.

and-boiler

men were busy in a
Soon things
The engine

on the first sleigh,

began
were connected
out be-
a freight, a
Sltfcpin]?‘ and a dining car—all fitted
out in the

and strung
hind were thrie other cars-
most approved manner, A
framework containing a
feet diameter,
in front of tune engine.
by a

heavy toothed

wheel, three in was
hinged
This

chaius to the engine

loose Ly

was connected sprocket
and was to turnish
the motive power.
the

traction engines,

To anyone who un-

derstands diffically in building
almost the en-
tire weight of the engine 1s on the rear
the

is apparent;

where

drivers, impracticabuiity of

scheme but these péople

were skillful mechanics and were sent

out by a Chicago company, Their idea
the Mackenzie
and portage in some
This journey;
make at the rate |

They also spoke
g owingly of the sawmiil they were go-
ing to start int'tne spring, when they |
got to the Klondike, I
asked an old Hudson Bay Company maun
who -had-

what he

was to go down water
the 1ce
Yukon

th-y woutd

system on
way to the
claimed,

they

of I5 mi'es an hour,

their engine

his life in the Arctic,
the scheme. He
langhed as though it were a good. JuLL
and said a dog tu;n could h(mil\
get over | the . road lln) proposed fol®
fowing. - In due time the outfit neared

spent
thought ot

this |

chme around, photograpbed the ‘outfit
and got a statement of their !ntcntlona.
It was announced (hat on Wednesday
afternoon at 2 o'clock they would give
an exhibition trial on the streéts. The
time came and ' conditious were favor-
able, The couplings weré all made,
and the engineer turned on the steam,
The toothed .wheel fhrew snow ten feet
in the air ahd began to scratch a bole
in the frozen ground, but the sieighs
didn’t move, They uncoupled the en
gine from  the train and
whistle, but the result was the same as
hetore. They conferred tougether, and
gave it out that they were- going to
make some changes. They did. The
next day they sold the engine to the
saw mill; and the cars were sold to an
entérprising man who pulled them on
a side street and rented them as dwell-
ing houses at $300 a month each to the
Klondikers who then filled the town.”

checked over the stack of beans, count-
ed out their value in money and threw
it to the winner across the table, which
caused one of the number to remark:
‘‘Boys, this exchange of experiences
is ali’_right inits place, but our clear
duty at this time is to rob that mil-
lionaire. I have a ‘hunch’ that our
luck has turned. Mr. Banker, give me
25 more beans.’’—Sidney Church,

One Less Bnnking House.

The Bank of the Synagogue in the
Northern annex, suspeneded yesterday
when the deal board was turned upside
down and the chairs were piled on the
gaming tables, giving it the appearance
of spring cleaning day. The bhusiuess
hus been operated by Rousentha: and
Field fur some months and is said to
have lost heavily for some time past,
and yesterday morning it suspended.
With his face stitl discofored froffi the
effeets of 'a recent brawl, Rosenthal did
not look the Ikey of old
last night as surveyed the silent
tables of his ‘‘banking
house. "’

dehdnnaire
he

once active

Man Runs Amuck.
On_Tuesday a man created
comisiderable. consternation among the
Mission street school children by carry-
ing on in a very excited manner, run-
ning hither and thither, frantically
waving his hands and talking on religi-
ous topics. The children fled pell mell
to the schoolbouse and
coming alung at that
moment, the demented
to the barracks where
the police doctors, he
covering his
bas not
magistrate.

crazy

a policeman
very opportune
man was taken

under the care of

is gradually re-

He

before a

The name of the unfortun-

ate man has not yet been

mental equilibrium.

yet heen brought

made public.
A Satisfactory Coal Test.
Manager L. R. Fulda, of the A. E.

Co., received the tollowing
of test

has report
of the coal
Rock

which is much to the point and

a practical made

mined in the company's creek
mine,
will go a great way with consumers.
Dawson, Y. T. Feb. 12, 190I.
To Mr. I.. R. Fulda, Mgr. A. E.. Co.,
Dawson, Y. T.
Sir— I
the
made with your
Hunker
Miller

used: 8-hoise,

Dear herewith respectfully

submit following report
coal bn No.

creek ;

on test
35a below
on claim owned
McCloud.

by

and Boiler

;HIT(':

steam
of

number of hours consumed,

(\{

done 5', feet

of

65

Messrs.

Distance
feet; amount
480 pounds;
X2

was conveyed, 270

coal consumed about

number points, 3; amount of

x7 foot

925

thawing inas5l

face ; head steam minimum

maximum, and
tively.

I consider. the

120/ pounds| respec-

above an exceedingly
gooud showing as such figures must sug-
gest to anyone interested in and operat-
ing mines in the Yukon country as fuel
is the all important question at present,
and most certainly compliment you on

your success as a solution of the prob-

lem. Most respectfully

G.

yours,
BADER M'MILLAN,
Consulting Enigneer.
J. WESLEY ALLISON,
13 Wall street, N. Y.
The mining in the
vicinity of Dawson promises to develop

coal industry

propositions of
not

great magnitude in the
distant not
of the shortage the
but because of
demand

very future, only by
reason in nearby
the

a steam making

wood supply, -

creasing for
fuel

This

conditians

demand, even under existing

is and

with the many quartz finMN.which are

rapidly  Jdncreasing,

being almost daily reportasdy
come more,
district
for much of it

are sure to
»0 that to the coal mine the
must look in the near
s fuel,

future

Commissioner Ogilvie 1.
Owing to the ot Com-
of the
last night,
of the
prevailing bad colds and yesterday left
lis - office id
‘wise ty co night,

indisposition
missioner
Yukon ¢
The conimissioner

Ogilvie, no merting
held

a victim

unecil  was

"is

early and
me out last

not ‘'deem it

e

mmplction., The newsgaper xepo?&n_

blew . the

At this point the banker who had |~

the case,
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Forming Company in Cbtca
Whicl Will Extensiyely
Operate

-’

N THE CIPER VR

Seattle Chamber of Commergy
Help Skagway Fight [loores,

Hereafter Baggage Will Be Inspecteq

Here-—Skagway Storm Moderats
ing—No Trains Moving.

Seattle; Feb. 8, via Skagway,

14 —Capt.-J. J. Heuly 1s now in éhiﬁ:

cago where he is forming a company

unlimited capital for extensive opcnz‘i

tions in the Copper river country,

company to engage in various kindseof |

business including operating steam

merchandising and
i o is now'

the return-of his fath

placer mining. Healy
here awaiting
from Chicago,

man will leave at once for Dawson.

To Survey Alaska. :
New York, Feb. 8, via Skagway, Feb'

14.—A new geographical and survewvi

party has been started out by thego!
the Koyukuk countrﬁ;
that

ernment for

The

mapped out as well as the entire ungf}!

whole of country ‘- will Wz

between there and

Helping Skagway. o :
Seattle, Feb. 8, Feb,

14.—The Seattle Chamber of C()mmetq"

via Skagway,
has joined issue with that of Skagwsj
retain to the
of Skagwnyz‘-;
interior hasvheﬂ-‘
a r‘hcaringd

in the latter’s effort to

occupants the townsite

The secretary of the
memorializel to grant
aiso to send a' special agem
to Skagway to thoroughly view thf

situation as it exists,

No Trains Running.

—The_

after a three days’ blizzard of

Skagway, Feb.14. weather heré
unpreges
moderating todays
ected in from Whites
will

before Mo

dented is

severity,

No trains are ex

horse before Saturday and none

leave here for that point
day.

The

rived yesterday

steamers Al Ki and Farallon ats
from Sound points.

They report very rough passages.

New Customs Rules.
Febh. 14.

promulgated

customs
Ottaws

New
at

Skagway,
rules lately
have just been received by the ral)rod"
officials here.
no inspection of baggage at this poink

All trunks and

through sealed and will be insptcted “

Dawson.

Reichenbach Not Injured.

Mr. Barlee, in charge of the tocal
office of the C. D. Co., received a t€
gram which contradict
the report in an eveni
paper yesterday to the effect that Colt
R :ichenback bad been almost Llllcdw
from the C. D. stagé

a passenger for WH

says the lﬁ
and was#

well as ever in a few minutes.

this morning

published

being thrown
which
horse.

he was
The
slightly

wire today

was but stunned

Too Cold fer Hockey.
not that “the
begin its rege
games ;
a moderation of at least 10
the ' we:ther, Even$
cold at 45 below, Whi
spectators are ruled out entirely.
rink is infine~shape and 4s sodn
weather permits §q;nv very int

It is
hockey league
series
there is
15 degrees

players get

probable
will
of- championship

in

games will bé played.

both quartz nll"r’

after which the youngﬁ,:

the Alaskan coast |

Hereafter there will be

other haggage will g3
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