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“A. 1881,
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The north caft side of theriver rofe gently to a moderate. height,
thickly covered with beech, birch and maple, witha fmall fprink-
ling of balsam and fpruce ; foil good, and free from rocks. We
encamped for the night on the fide of the small river in a grove
* of beech and map'e, so clear from brufhwood that the fpot aflumed
the appearance of a Park. The evening was fine. Thermome-
ter at eight o’clock, thirty Gix ; wind welk. ,

September 30th,

Towards morning the wind blew from the north weft; at six
o'clock the thermometer tell to thirty-two degrees.  After break-
faft, we continued cutting, and went two thousand eight hundred
fect over good and level land, with only one very trifling descent.
We croffed in this tracta brook running south eaft, we went
fome diftance over the fame defeription of fine land, until we
came to another gentle descent, where the land became a little
rocky, but the foil extremely good. Timber—beech, bafs, maple
and black birch ; rock, sienite. The land'now became gradually
more encumbered with loose angular fragments of sienitic rock,
and we fhortly defcended twenty feet, rather abruptly, into a
cedar fwamp.  This fwamp was neither long, or bad, and the
mere cutting down the flanding timber and clearing away the
fallen trees, would almoft effectvally drain it. Leaving the
fwamp, we afcended a fmall rife of land, and again came among
hardwood and on level ground.  Continuing our line acrofs this
{lat for a thort diftance, we defcended gradually into 2 hemlock
grove, which terminated in a very fmall swamp.  This we foon
left,and crofling a low hill, ftopped to dine in a beautiful
beech greve by the fide of a brook. The thermometer had
rifen 1wenty degrees, and flood at twelse o'clock at fifty
twvo,

After dinner, we croffed another fmall brook and aicended a
gentle flope covered with hemlock and fpruce, and reached a flat,
over which we proceeded three bundred feet, with only one very
trifling defeent ; this brought us to the foor of a finall hill,
which we ascended,'and faw an extensive windhll in a
valley clofe on our right, The foil was good but encumbered
with boulder rocks: timber—heech and maple 5 fifiy feet onwards
we began a gentle defcent of thirty feet ; soil -and timber fine.
At ha'f paft four, the rain tell heavily, and, atter proceeding over.
a level tract one quarter of a mile, we cncamped for the night
at alittle paft five o’clock, At eight o'clock the thermometer

ftood at fifty six.
Oflober 1t.

Thermometer at six o'clock, forty two, Commenced our
march at eight o’clock, and entered atmall fivamp, one hundred
feet beyond our Camp. The fvamp measured eight hundred feet
acrofy and had a fmall brook running through it : timber, heme-
lock, balfam, fome birch and beech, Leaving the fwamp, we
again crofsed a brook, and paled over fifty -feet of level good
land ; fifty feet onwards the ground became rocky and a little
rough, butthe foil 2 good marle, bearing come fine beach and
mapie. The country was more level about ten yards to our left ;
and appeared very low, close on our right towards the somth.
Purfuing our march a fhort diftance, we came to a rather abrupt
defcent for about fifty feet3 the flat land on our left became
fomewhat fwampy. From the edge of a fractured sienitic
cliff, filty feet in height, on theright of obr line, we had a fine
view of the country round. Its gencral feature was hiily, but nota
continued ridge ; on the contrary, the land feemed- broken- into
fmall hummocks, running in various directions, although their
general dip appeared to be towards the south eaft. - ‘The fides and
fummits of thefe hills werc covered with "hardwood, and. the
Juw botioms with herlock, fpruce, &c. At ‘a diftance, to the
routh, the country affumed a mountainous appearance... After
making our notes, we meafured down a. gentie. deftent two
hundred feet,and came fuddenly to an abrupt precipice sixty feet
high. A 1oad might easily be carricd round-this clitfy. either to
the north or ‘south, and " within a few yards of .our line. -After
descenning the cliff by going about three hundred :feet to the

north, we ftopped-to dine, and then walked towards an opening
which we found to be a “clearance on - Lot 1Y, 7th range, be-

longing to 2 Mr.McMartin. -'We returned and:continued on to

‘Lot 17, which was in our line, and fixed our.Camp for. the night, -
at the edge of the ‘clearance.. This-farm, belonging-to:Mr.
Carruther, was seated in a bason-fhaped tract of ‘land, furrounded .

by rather abrupt, but not' very elevated, hills ; : the fummat hav-

ing the  fame -broken :appearancs: as’ those we: already pafled. -

The sides of thefe:hills in some places, exhibited.the: fractured
face of a sienetic precipice. ' Jn fome inftances” the “hornblende
totally disappeared and its' place being fupplied by mica, con-
verted the rock into a course granite. The bed of the basin was

not a perfect level, but gen'tly undulating,and had a {mall ftream
running through it in a sou herly direction. Mr, Ingall ascended
one of the cliffs, about eighty 1“et in height, and enjoyed an exten.
sive view,north and south. ‘The form of the land was of the fame
broken character before noticed, tut rather more hilly and pre-
cipitous towardsthe north. There would be no difficulty ia
carrying a road-in this tract, by pussing round the base ofany of
thefe fmall hills, The foil on this Jot appeared to be a very light
poor fandy land, but it bore, among young balfam, .bm:h and
fpruce, a great quantity of fine beech and maple.  This fand was
doubtlefs a depo:it over mayle, as the foil in the lower parts was
much fironger. At eight o'clock the thermometer stood at

forty.
October 2nd.

The ‘Thermometer at six o'clock, thirty tour, Early this
morning we had a visit from one of the fettlers, who informed ys
that by continuing our line, we thould come out very ncar a farm
belonging to Mr. Mcallum ; at’the fame time offering to convey
our {pare provisions to that point, diftant, by aroad four or five
miles; thisofferwegladly accepted,and fent Boifvert in cfmrge. At
vight o’clock we commenced chaining acvofs the clearance passing
over tojerably level ground clofe to the right of the mass of rock
Mr. Ingall had ascended the evening before ; and immediately
entered the buth.  ‘Fhe first pare of our journey from the clear-
ance wai three hundred and fifty feet acrofs a cedar swamp, from
thence alcending a thort diftance we continued scross a lével tract
five hundred feet, and reached the foot of a cliff about forty feet
high. The timber fromn the swamp to this cliff was beech and
maple ; soil good: To avoid this cliff we went two hundred feet
to the right, and then continued our line for cight hundred feet
over level well wooded land. Coming again to very rough ground,
we ftruck two hundred feet to the left in continuation of our old
line. The land defcended gently for eighteen hundred feet to
the borders of a finall rapid river about sixty feet wide. ‘This we
afcertained 1o be the main branch of the weft River, In order
to crofs we felleda large tree, but the currentinftantly carried it
away. We defcended about fifty yards lower and felled another,
which foriunately reached fufficiently far across to hold firm ;
and having moved a'l the fores in {afety, we dined on the eaft
fhore, About three hundred fect below the spot where we crossed,
the River became much narrower, and rufhed over a very pretty
fall. Belowthe falltwo rocky points approached fromoppositesides
of theRiver until within twenty or twenty five feet of each other;
thefe rocks would make good abutments for a Bridge. Afeer
dinner we proceeded over fifteen hundred feet of fwampy land,
and then gradually afcended five hundred feet rocky land, and
two hundred feet fteepand rugged, which brought us to the fum-
mit ; and we then defcended 1wo' hundred feet to a. flac. fpor.
‘Within a few yards either right or left, wound a fine leve] val.
ley through which a road might pafs ; nor did the swamp appear
to extend any great diftance north or south. We proceeded on-
wards five hundred feet, when night closing around, we bivovack.
ed ; the party having failed in cutting fo far as McAllum's
clearance. At six o'clock it commenced raining and continued
all night accompanied by fome peals of thunder. ‘Towards morn.
ing the wind shifted to the north and blew with great fury ; and
the Thermometer fell 2 few degrees below freczing.

* October 3d.

A clear morning, with a firong north wind, freezing hard.
Having nothing to breakfaft upoa this morning, we commenced
work at half paft six o'clock, and proceeded one thoufand feee
ajong a gentle flope into a valley, which we crossed for five hun-.

~dred feet, and then  over a rugged hill five: hundred feet

more, the valley winding round towards the eaft. The foil was
good, and, except on the hill, free-from rocks, timber, beech, and
maple. The rock containced - more iron than usual,” We crofsed
a very fhort fwamp -and continued .gently defcending ; a. fine
Iake on our right. Thetimber good, but'ihe land rocky.. Some
slight squalls of snowin the course of-the moraning.. Observing
it look lighter towards the left we proceeded a few. yards. in that
direction and‘found ourselves in .a clearance,: which we ascer-
tained to belongto Mr, M¢Giblon, and the. adjoining “one to the
south was. Mr. McAllum’s, both in the twelfth range. of Chatham -
‘We had come:out on.the fummit of-a high “and: fteep hill _well

‘cleared to the top, and- commanding - an- extensive ;and ; noble

view,.. The land 1o the north and north weft ftill - retained . the
fame broken character ; :but to the ‘south it was; Jower,. and we
conld, from one emincnce, clearly. digtinguish the . high lands: on-

the fouth-fide of the Ottawa. . An extensive valley. wasin front
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of 1, but its direction was more. to the north than the line we.

we re-

wished to purfue ; however, before positively deciding,
: folved,



