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Report.

The following Rerorr was presented to
the House of Assembly, during the recent
Session, by the Committee on T'emperance,
and ordered for publication.

The Committee oun Temperance have
folfilled the -dusy imposed on them and
report as follows :—

Their task is a responsible and difficult
one : Ou the onehand is the danger of fail-
ing to secomplish all that may be attainable ;
on the other the risk of retarding improve-
ment by premature or impracticable effort.

No visionary or speculative spirit moves
us ; nor have the iuielligent and cenecien-
tiops advocates of wke Total Abstinence
cause surcendered themselves to the mere
impulses of feeling in the work they have
undertaken. They bave calmly surveyed
the evil that demauds redress ; deliberately
and cauticusly examined the means for
checking and eradicating 4, patiently and
maturely pressed onward ia the work of
practical improvement,

The history of the Temperance move-
ment in Nova Scotia, and the Journals ol
this House alike attest this troth. Twenty
years have passed since the power of union
was invoked for the suppression of lutem-
perance, and individuals for that object first
organized themselves into societies. In that
time the cause has been urged upon the
public with what powers of reason and per-
suasion the societies could command ; and
some improvements in the law have been
sought from the legislature : new, at the
end of so long a time have the organized
advocates of Temperauce for the first time
united to ask for the interposition of a
legislative enactment of a radical nature.

Equally in the Legistature has precipi-
tancy been avoided. It is four years siuce
efforts by notice, resolution, or bill, have
annually been made in this house for the
separation of the retail liquor trade from the

sale of groceries and other articles, and the
abolition of the law under which in the
city, grocery stores are permitted to be dram
shops—for rendering mure effective the legal
enactments agaiust the illicit retailer —aad
for pecuniary aid for the diffusion of tem-
perance principles by means of Lecturers.
The small meascires of success that attended
these applicatiens was submitted to with
respectful forbearance ; and to avoid occa-
sion of personnl or party offence, in few
instances were the names on the divisions
that occurred i1 this house journalized.

Petitions beiring, as we are infurmed,
from 17,000 to 20,000 signatures have been
referred to the consideration of the commit-
tee by your Honourable House. As far as
we have any k.nowledge, and our informa-
tion on the point is not inconsiderable, these
petitivners are persons of mature age and
competent capacity, and comprise indivi-
duals of the fughest respectability and intel-
ligence in almost every section of the Pro-
vince. Among them are a large number. of

females who address you 1n a tone of elo-
quence and feeling well jnstified by the
occasion, and the relation they bear 1o the
subject. For, unhappily, it is one which, if
it furnish an extensive field for the delibera-
tions of the moralist and social economist,
is one also that touches the affections at
their inmost springs ; and as none feel the
desolations of lutemperance as they are felt
by woman, so can no advocate for redress
be more appropriate than she.

The petitioners ask you to prohibit by
law the importation, manufacture and sale
of iatoxicating liquors except for medical,
scientific and mechanical purposes.

A petision from c:tizens of IHalifax to
this House praying ihat no change may be
made in the law has also been referred to
the Committee. It bears eighty-seven sig-
natures, comprising mercantile houses and
others of the bighest respectability, whose

inions, as far as individual intelligeunce
and probity extend, are entitled to respectful
consideration. T'he authority " of these
opinions is lessened by the consideration of
the bias inseparable from personal interest
which many of the petitioners have in the
sabject ; and the patural prejudices unma-

vpidably engendered by long familiarity,
with a waffic, assailed on moral principles,
aftér the eanction of ages had given it an
universal prevalence.

This petition is chiefly composed of strong
assertions of the impracticabulity of enfore-
g a prohibitory law ; these considerations
are-involved in the general question, aml
nothing is offered to elucidate the argument
beyond the expression of opinion. We dis-
sent {rom the assertion that the withholding
of license has tended rather to increase than
diminish the evil complained of. ¥'he con-
trary we believe to be the fact; although it
is deubtless true that in some villages and
peculiar lecalities illegal retail iraflic has
prevailed — wocasioued in a great measure,
we believe, by the imaperfection of the law
or of its adwministration.

The questions that arise on these several
petitions, are—

1. Yhe occasion for so strong a measure
as legal prohibition.

2. The legitimacy of such a measure.

3. {ts practicability.

TI'o these gquestions this House in effect
demanded our reply when it referred to us
these petitions ; and in performanee of the
duty thus imposed, we present the {ollow-
ing opinions and reasons :

First.—We assume as an uncontroverted
fact, that many and great are the evils that
result to this Province, from the intemperate
use, as a beverage, of intexicating liquors.

We stay not to caleulate the amount of
money and time primarily expended in this
indulgence : we rather would press upon
your notice evils, which if more consequen-
tial in their nature, are infiuitely more inju-
rious in their effects.

Ewils to the bedy politic by the perversion
of men calculated by their industry and
talents to advance the strength, wealth, and
general prosperity of their country—into
incumbrances, and instruments of want and
mischief.

Evils in the social relations from the de-
solation of howes, but for this cause the
scenes of comfort—the desuitution, poverty
and degradation of those whose maintenance
and education would otherwise have been
well cared for,—the anguish and shame of
very many hearts, that else might have been
filled with joy and satisfaction

Evils to humanity by brutaliziag a ration-
al being, and degrading an immortal spirit.

Secondly.—We assume that the use of
intoxicating liquors as a beverage is a super-
fluous induigence, neither required for the
healthtul existence or the happiuess of man.
We might go farther, and assert that the
use of intoxicating drinks is in itsell inju-
rious to the human system ; but ‘we desire
1o advance on undisputed premises, and we
presume no one will hazard the assertion
that'man’s physical exisience, or his happi-
ness as an intellectnal or moral being, are
in any degree dependent on the use of
stimulating liquors.

Thirdly.—We believe that benevolence,
patriotism and religion unite to demand the
sacrifice of a superfluous indulgence —if by
that sacrifice a just prospect exist of check-
ing and eradicating evils so extensive and
momentous as those of intemperauce.

Fourthly.—We presume that if the men
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nothing in ithe right to sell or to drimk
intoxicating liguors, that should form an
exception to the general rule.

Lastly.—We know of no class of persons
entitled to complain ef the prohibition, if
the propositions we have affirmed are cor-
rect. Nt they who upon the principles of
relizion and the obligations ef benevolence
and patriotism, are required voluntarily to
abandon a'ike the traffic and the use—still
less they who are the victims, for whose
deliverance this remedy is applied—and,
least of all, they who make a cruel profit
by a traffic that offers to men the materials
for their self-destruction, which too many
are ready eagerly to acoept.

We, your Committee, therefore, unani-
meunsly and unhesitatingly report to your
Honourable House our opinton, that the
evils of intemperance are of a nature o jus-
ufy for their repression the highest exercise
of legislative power—that it falls withir the
legimate and just functions and authority
of the legislature of this Province, to pro-
hibit the importation, manufacture end sale,
of intoxicating liquors for use as a beverage
—and that 1t consequently becomes’ its
bounden duty to do so, if legislative enact-
ments can be made efficacious for the object.

The most difficult question here arises :

Can legislative enactments for the prohi-
bition be carried into effective operation?

A wide range is opened by tlis inquiry.
The moral influence of law and the coercive
restraints of constituted authority on the one
side, and the opposiuyg power of pecaniary
interest, animal appetite, and the fashions of
society on the other, are to be estimated in
their comparative strength and antagonism.
How far the former would be weakened and
the latter aided, by tke indisposition of meu
to surrender by compulsion for a general
good, rights and habits long enjoyed and
sanctioned, we admit forms no unmimportant
element in the argument : nor would any
inquiry be hrought 1o a sound and practical
couclusion, which had not embraced a con-
sideration of the insular formation which
gives 1o this Province a great exient of coast,
iacreasing the expense, and the obstacles 1n
contenrding agains: contraband trade.

Against these considerations, the follow-
ing reasons may be opposed :

First,—While the danger and the mis-
chiefs of smuggling are urged and admitted,
it must not be forgotten that the illicit
traffic 1s now carried on ; and that a total
prohibitory law would be less liable to
evasion than a system only partially prohi-
bitory. The evidence would be simple, for
the offending article in most cases would
testifv to its own conviction, and the con-
demnation be easy and certain. Obstacles
that now obstruct conviction would disap-
pear ; reluctant witnesses would no louger
require to be discovered and forced forward
—uor justice be defeated by their evasions,
or by refined techuicalities on trials.

Sccondly,—The law would be universal,
and would emanate from the highest source,
and that a Representative Legislature.—
Now, neighbouring counties are governed
on contradictory principles, enforced by au-
thorities of feebier influence, and over which
the masses of the people have lutle control.

Thirdly,—The injurious effects on the
popular mind of the license system would be

raised 1o high stations—the men on whom
providence has conferred education, refine-
tiient, and- wealith—still more, if the’ men
separated to teach the truths and abligations
of religion ; and if they who profess those
truths and acknowledge those obligations
—were universally to abaudon voluntarily
the indulgence of intoxicating drinks—the
business of the importer and retailer would
be so curtailed, and the influences that
would encircle the inebriates would be so
extended ahd potential, that comparatively
little aid would be required {rom legislative
enactments, and what was required would
be accorded without hesitation, and would
e effective.

Fifthly. — Believing that societies and
governments should exist for the general
good, and that a supreme authority in the
state is created for the purpose of prohibit-
ing what is generally ivjurious, altho’ at the
expense of individual interest; and believing
that the sale of intoxicating drinks inflicts
evils on the commonwealth of an extended
and serious nature, without returning to

society compensating benefits ; we see

[ to a few for a pecumary consideration, must

removed—a legal sanction to sell, granted

place the trade in a false aspect,and entrench
it against assanlts auned at us moral cha-
racter and effects,

So strongly is this sentiment entertained
by some of the committee, as to induce the
belief that the experiment can never fairly
be tested, of ‘‘ meral suasion ”’ against the
drinking habits, while the license system
continues ; and that if moral power and not
legal coercion, must be the instrument of
conflict, there must be a free field on which
the seller of intoxicating drinks shall stand
alike unprivileged and unrestricted, as the
seller of flour, of opium, or of arsenic.

“ourthly,—Theré seems no alternative
but in coercive action. Looking at the pro-
gress of the cause for twenty years, while
we rejoice that large portions of the yeoman-
ry, traders, and mechanics of the province
have cast from them the pollutions of intem-
perance, it is yet obvious thatinfluences ex-
1st too powerful for the elements of reform
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support of this view, we may adduce the
state df society in the metropolis—ihe ey,
tent of the liquor traffic in all its depan.
ments—ithe numerous and influential name,
on the petition referred .to, and which js
effect declares that the present liquor law js
incapable of improvement.

To be continued.

. for Farmers.

Orehards.

If the trees in your orchard have moss og
their trunks, or the bark is in bad condition
have the trunks scraped, and then geess or'
paint them with a mixture composed in the
proportion of 1 gallon of soft soap, 1 Ip,
flour of suiphur, and 1 quart of sali,

Draining of Wet Lands.

To apply lime or manure to wet lands ig
really to throw money and time away, 8o,
if you have any of this description, have
thein drained. If they are stiff and intract-
able now, the draining will break down
their tenacity, make them much easier 1o
work, much more, if not doubly, produc.
tive, and make them susceptible 1o the in-
fluence of manure. If they are cold now,
by drawing off the superabundant water,
you will let in the atmosphere, warm up
the soil, and render them at least two or
three weeks earlier.

To prevent Iasects from destroying leaves of
Trees.

An intelligent gentleman has handed the
following recipe to the Washington Tele-
graph :—1f the owners of trees, whose
foliage is annually and sometimes oftener
destroyed by worms, will take the trouble
to bore a hole into their trunks, inclining
towards the roots, (now that the sap is
ascending,) and fill the aperature in each
with the flour of sulphur, proteeting it from
the weather by. pitch, clay, or sealing-wax,
they will find that insects will not trouble
the leaves.

Salting of Stock.

Stock of all kinds, says the American
Farmer, should be salted twice or thrice a
week, or what we think would be better,
receive, twice a week, an ounce or two ofa
mixture composed of equal parts of oyster-
shell lime, salt, and ashes. For stock,we
prefer oyster-shell lime to stone lime, be-
cause it contains a very notable per centage
of phosphate of lime, a substance eminently
necessary to supply the wear and tear of old
ammals’ bones, and to supply to young ones
the material for building up theirs.
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A correspondent of the Polynesian, gives
the following interesting account of the
volcanic eruption of Monoloa, Sandwich
Islands, which commenced on the morning
of February 17th. T'he spectacle must have
been sublime:—

“ By an accurate measurement of the
enormous jet of glowing lava, where it first
oroke forth on the side of Mauna Loa, 1t
was ascertained 1o be five hundred feet
high! This was upon the supposition that
it was thirty miles distant. We are of opin=
ion that was a greater distance, say (rom
forty to sixty miles. With a glass, the play
of this jet at night was distinctly observed,
and a more sublime sight can scarcely be
imagined. A column of molien lava, glow-

ing into the air to a distance of five hund-
red feet, was a sight so rare and at the ssme
time so awfully grand, as to excite the most
lively feelings of awe and admiration, even
when viewed at a distance of forty or ﬁﬂy
miles. How much more awe-inspiring
would it have been at the distance of one
or two miles, where the sounds accompany=
ing such an eruption could have been heard.
I'he fall of such a column would doubtless
cause the earth to tremble ; and the roar of

that have yet been brought to bear. In
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