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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

BY REV. WILLIAM DEMOUY, D, D.

THIRD bUNl)AY AI~TLR ‘EASTER
it
PHE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR RELIGION

* Thou art My beloved BHon
\nllp(,-- Luke iii. 22,

in Thee kam

It at first sight appears strange
that God the Father should have

expressed His delight in the person |

of Christ. He was God's Son—
thereforg, God—and Hence, neces-
sarily must be perfect in all his
qualities Whatever perfection
was found in the Almighty Father—
and it was infinite—existed in no
less a degree in Jesus Christ Him
self, who was of the

nity. A moment’s
enough to convince any on
truth.

In & sense, this .statement from
God the Father was needed. Not;
however, because there could be
any real, well.-founded doubt con-
cerning the ipfinite perfections of
Christ, but because the people
needed thie instruction,, in order
that ‘they might have the proper
idea of Christ and of the truth of
His mission. They were yet infants
in Christianity. The sublime truths
regarding it and its Author had to
be taught them, so that they could
grow into strong ‘adulte in the
knowledge of their faith. Christ
appeared to be a human being like
themselves, and they might have
considered Him only a simple man.
So God, His Heavenly Father. made
it clear to them that He
Son. This action of God the Father
was also a consolation to Our
Saviour in His humanity, He was
doing His Father’'s work well, both
a8 God and as man. As God He
enjoyed ;the beatific vision and no
happiness on earth could come to
Him that would be new. But as
man He could suffer;
it were,

reasoning is |
of this

yearn for a word of cheer

and appreciation from His Father, |

to accomplish whose ends He had
degeended to earth. It was, there-
foye, a demonetration of God’s
goodness, both in sight of the
pt'()])!t’ and before His divine Son,
when He said those sweet encour-
aging words to Christ.

But it was also done for
reason, with another purpose in
view. It was toserve as practically
a command to us to learn well who
Christ is, and to become familiar
with the doctrines of our faith. In
other words,
lectual pleasure and delight
great truths that God has revealed
to us, through His divine Son
These revelations were not made
known to us in order to be forgot
ten, nor was there lacking on the
part of God an intention that we
take a lively interest
must realize their importance, for
theyare the noblest of all truths, and
our minds may ;mmtal\ y r!vull a
lifetime upon them. It is true that |
they may not help us in our mater-
ial welfare, but we never should |
forget that there is g higher, spir-
itual welfare to be kept always in
view. We must endeavor to learn
everything we ecan relating to it,
in order to attend to it in the best
way possible. We were made prin- |
cipally for this latter life, and we
have the eternal command to value
it more highly than the material.
In other words, we must care more
for our souls than for our bodies.

It is not pleasant to note
numbers of people of all

another

classes,

and religion.
unpleasant to observe how the
majority of them make no real
attempt to step from their ignor-
ance into light ; nay, it is quite
evident that they have no such
desire. The heart does not occupy
itself with the things of which it
knows little or nothing. Attach-
ment comes really from knowledge.
The knowledge upon which we base
our attachment may sometimes be
false ; but even then the attachment
remains until this fact becomes
known to us. With regard to relig-
ious truths, they can not be false,
since God is their author, and the
love we form for them never can
discover any reason for its discon-
tinuance. Through these truths, in
a certain sense we pass to the love
of God, whose infinite qualities of
amiability never can be anything
but true. This mutual affection is
8o strong that it never will lessen,
unless we render false the qualities
that cause God to love us as friends,
or destroy their goedness. Where
there is no interest manifested, or
even only a passing one, no real
love is found. So it ie true of our
connection with God. And what
are we, bereft of God’s love ?

We can not exactly blame all
those who are ignorfint of the Faith,

gince many never were given oppor- |

tunities of learning it. They may
have lived in distant places, which
were but seldom visited by a priest.
Some have been prevented from
learning the truth through the
negligence of their parents. But
this can not be said of those who are
ignorant of
present generation. Literature,

| they ‘should be

substance of |
the Father, begotten from sll eter- |

| who

| and, as far as possible,

| them.

was His |

He eould, as |

we must take an intel- |
in the |

| Intentions of
in them, We |

| Holy Father,
the |

instruction will be giwu’ cheerfully |

and willingly to any one who needs |
it. For the young, there are the
parochial echools, the maintenance
of which necessitates sacrifices
being made by teachers and people.
Yet how many send their children
to other echools where they are
never taught, even indirectly, any-
thing that would tend to lead their

Ignorance today regarding the
tenets of religion is in most cases
due to carelessness and sin. It is
no wonder that so many will stand
by deaf, dumb, and mute,
defense ! And how can it be other-
wise, for, not having weapons with
which-to fight their enemies, they
must yield. Shame on them

Christ has said that he who refuses
| to confess Him before men He
would not confess before His Father
in heaven.

ance are no doubt as guilty as those

gence.

Let Catholics arm themselves for |

the fight against ignorance, errors,
and prejudice, by filling their minds
with the truths of their religion,
with solid
reasong for the faith
Their interest, too, in the
God who made them and who they
expeet will reward them, should
urge them on to the
to acquire this knowledge. To be
good Christians, in the true sense of

the word, they must be acquainted |

with their religion. Otherwjise they
become like quacks in the worldly
professions, though even lower, for
the latter make a pretense at true

| knowledge and often deceive people
| into believing in them.
Christian, however, can do, nothing, |
for sincerity and love of his great- |
est of blessings should be his only |

The quack

arms : but these he is absolutely

unsble to have if God’s grace reigns |

not in his heart and a#rue knowl-
edge of religion dwells not
mind.

GENERAL INTENTION
FOR MAY

RECOMMENDED AND BLESSED
BY HIS HOLINESS POPE
PIUS XI.

THE PRACTICE OF FREQUENT COMMUNION

Since the publication, twenty years
ago, of the Papal Degree
I ridentina Synodus,
frequent Communion has been dis-
cussed so often and so thoroughly
that,it would seem there is nothing
more that can be eaid about it
Books, pamphlets,
the

Sacra

League, have

every angle and have told Catholies

throughout the world what a practi- |
cal and unparalleled help to holiness |

frequent Communion 1s ; so that no
one should ignore what the doctrine
of the Church is or'what the practice
| of her children should be.

And yet we are asked again this

| month to revert to the subject of
| frequent Communion.
| that in a matter

Can it be|
r so important in the
life of our souls we aru beginning
to forget essentials? Or are we

| growing indifferent in presence of
| God’'s greaf Sacrament

of Love?
wish of the
let us put before the
our League what is

Conformably to the

members of

| really nothing more than a restate-
even Catholics, who are ignorant of |
8o many of the great truths of God |
And it becomes more |

ment of a few obvious truths and
the reasons why they should go to
Communion frequently.

When treating this subject we
should distinguish between what is
ordered by the Church and what
she merely counsels. As a divine
precept, outlined in the Gospel, the
obligation of receiving the Body
and Blood of Christ is imperative.
It is not a mere invitation, which
we are free to accept or reject ; it
is a formal order addressed by our
Lord Himself to all who wish- to
save their souls. These are His
words : ‘' Atmen, amen, I say to you
except ye eat the flesh of the Son of
man and drink His blood you shall
not have lifein you "’ (Joan. vi, 58).
Here we have an ordinance serious
enough to make even the most
callous reflect, since the Divine
Legislator inflicts on the transgres-
gion of it the most terrible of sanc-
ti;me. namely, the loss of eternal
life.

In order to keep this severe legis-
lation before her children, the
Church, the official and infallible
interpreter of the wishes of her

| Founder, has prescribed two Euchar- |

istic laws of her own ; one applying
to the faithful while they are in

| health, the other to those in danger]
| of desth. She has

laid down the
law that all who have reached the
age of discernment—geven years,
more or less—shall go to Communion

at least once a year, at Easter, and |

she has made the observance of this
law one
membership. So rigorous,
is this Easter duty

in fact,

| strengthening
thoughts toward God and religion. |

when |
raising a voice of |

Those who fail to con- |
{ fess Him through culpable ignor- |

fail to do so through negli- |

lto observe ;
that is in

work necessary |
| something

in his |

| had so ardent a
daily and to live within us that He |
| ordered us to ask every day for our

| “'If this
| exclaimed St

the topic of |

| present
| the Divine Victim immolated on the |
Not that the Communion of |
sense an |

even General |

treated this important affair from |the faithful is

\ fire.” In
| the

| should
| M

| Mass
| munion ;

| honored. It is to

of the essentials of Church | am,

that those who |
| die, having neglected to perform it, '

are deprived of the suffrages of the |
their religion in the | (

S0 much for the pre: cept as it |
affects the faithful who are in good
health ; now for the further obliga-
tion ot receiving Communion im-
posed on all who realize that they
are in danger of death. So serious
is this precept that when the sick
are unable to help themeelves, the
duty of providing them with this
Food involves the
congciences of doctors, nurses,
families, and all who are near the
gick in a position of trust, This

| the breeking of bread’’ (Acts ii, 42),
While the teaching of the Churoh
on the reception of Holy Commun-

| ion has pot changed, her members,

in the course of ce n‘uries, ignoring
their most sacred Interests, have

failed to follow the example set by |
Little by |
got out of touch with the |
early traditions and yielded to the »

their primitive brethren,
little they

chilling influences of a pagan and |
materialistic environment., But |
the Catholie Church, vigilant Mother |

double legislation shows the Church | that she is, recalled them now and

to be a wonderful Mother who
wishes to be assured as to the spirit-
ual health of her children during |
life and especially when they are
about to leave thie

knowe that Holy Communion

strengthens them to meet the trials |
| and temptations of life,

and
when they are fortified by the Holy
Viaticum, they are able to enter the
final struggle
fidently face the
to eternity.

passage

But it would be an error to con- |
Church |
asks her children to do in so grave |
lays |
| down & percept which measures the

clude that this is all the

a matter. In hér legislation she

minimum of what all are’obliged
wishes of her Divine
a8 well as the great
who would distinguish
in God’s service might
Holy Communion, she
more., Far from being
satified with a cold, perfunctory
Easter duty, she loyingly insists on

Founder are,
profit those
themselves
draw from

tion of the Body and Blood
Christ. She teaches Catholics that
in the Lord’s Prayer it was the
Saviour Himself who ordered them
to say, Give us this day our daily
bread. Did Chriet have in mind
merely the food that gives health
and strength to the body ? The
martyrs, the saints, and all other
holy men and women in the history
of the Church, answer with an
eloquent negative. Invariably they

interpreted the words of the Lord’s |
| Prayer

in a spiritual sense. St.
Hilary telle us that ‘‘the Saviour
desire to come to us

daily Bread.””  How often unheed-
ingly do we recite the Our Father !
Bread is a daily bread,”
Anthony, ““why do
we wait so long before partaking
of it? Receive It every

Every morning in
church the priest
Sacrifice of the Mass, a Sacrifice
which ig complete only when those
share with the celebrant

our parish

altar.
in any
integral portion of the Holy
fice, but it is the ideal fulfilment
of the law of sacrifice,
universal practice of the Apostolic
| Church, . when, according
modern writer, ‘““faith was almost
I vision and vhanh was a consuming
order, therefore, to re-

spond to tradition as well mﬂ to the |
‘ANh(’R of the Saviour to seek daily |
Heavenly Bread, the faithful
receive with the priest at

ass. What a marvelous transfor.
mation would be effected
lives of Catholics throughout the
world if everyone assisting at the
were Yo receive
and how conformable this
sublime act performed daily would
be to the desires of the Sacred
Heart !

All the members of our League
should take as addressed to them-
selves the words of Christ to His
apostles ‘“With degire I have desired
to eat this pasch with you' (Lue.
xxii, 15.) He wants them to share
in the feast of His love. ‘‘Tell
them,” says a pious writer, imper-
sonating the Divine Saviour,
‘“‘tell them that I came down
from Heaven and now live
with them on earth to show
them that My delight is to be with
the children of men. I have hidden
myself under the form of bread, in
order the easier to nourish them.
Designedly I have despoiled myself
of the brillancy that should sur-
round Me, so that they may not be
dazzled. All my pleasure is to
speak with them and enter into an
alliance with them so close that I
may be all in them and they all in
Me. Why do they shun Me? Do
they,count all My signal graces for
nothing ? I am the Life, and those
who receive Me shall live

Sacri
Dacri-

be received as food, not simply to be
purify
bodies that I give them My
and Blood ; it is to sanctify

is to unite them to My Divinity that
I give them My Humanity united to
it. All wise though I am, I cannot
conceive anything more advantag-
eous for (ht'ln;
I have nothing more precious
to give them ;
I am, I

can give them

the Holy Eucharist.,”” We

world. She |
that |

and bravely and con- |
from time |

but kndwing what the |
| 8o that no one
{ holy table with a

counsels |

| Catholics

the frequent, even the daily, recep- | and

of |
| to make up for the

{ who shall have
| what a

| words will

I'N. Y.
day, 8o |
| that It may meet the needs of your |
| daily life.”

celebrates the |

| purposes

and was the |

ymntrm‘tmn for the
children has been discussed among |
in this |
city for many years no definite de- |
cision could be arrived at' bty ¢he |
| members of the Board of Education
| as to the

Holy Com- |

forever. |
I came to love, not to be feared ; to |

lhl‘ir‘
'{;"L\' | child will be
nelr |
| souls that I give them My Soul ; it |

all powerful thuugh‘
nothing |
greater thany My Body and Blood in |
have in |
Church and of burial in consecrated \ these sentiments the wish of Christ |

then to their duties. She le ulalah-d
for them in a solemn way when

1215, her Pontiff, Innocent 111., Imd

dnwn the utrlngx-nt law concerning | ‘

hundred |

sole *mn |
the saintly |
Eucharist,

the Easter duty. Seven

years later, in 1005, the
voice of another Pontiff,
Piue X., the Pope of the

was again heard by three hxmnln-'h

millions of Catholigs, urging them
to go to Communion often, daily if
poasible.
family, three

hugdred millions

strong, and disp\-rawl throughout |

the Univerce, that ‘'‘frequent and
daily Communion, as a thing most
earflestly desired by Christ® our
Lord and by the Catholic Church,
should be open to all the faithful of
whatever rank or condition of life ;
who approaches the
right and devout
intention can lawfully be hindered.”

Thése worde, sounding like an
echo from the Primitive Church,
should be taken to heart by all. Let
shake off their timidity
lukewarmness and receive the
life-giving Sacrament frequently,
daily if possible. It is not too late
time that has
God has many precious

been lost ;

|grams still in store for those who |
| will make some effort to show their |
| love for

Him by
often. Let

receiving Him

them persevere
it has become a habit. For those
acquired the habit,
consolation when the
supreme moment
then that the meaning of our I
reveal itself

ord’s

fulness
and drinketh
lasting life,
in the

My Blood hath ever-
nn(l I will raise
last day.”’

E.J.

| e— -

ESTS PLAN FOR
RELIGIOUS STUDY
New York.—The
tion of this city has
Public School 46, St. Nicholas
Avenue and 156th Street, for the
of experimenting on the

DevINE, S. J,

selected

systematic
children of the Public schools,
according to an anpouncement made
yesterday by William J. O’Shes,
Superintendent of <schools.

Waldorf-Astoria Hotel by Chapter

Theta Pi Alpha, of the Association |
| of Catholic

Teachers of the Public
schools. The experiment is to be

conducted under the direction of |
| the city school authorities and re-
Pro-

presentatives gf the Catholie,

i | testant and Jewish clergy.
in the |

Although the subject of religious

Public

educators and clergymen

proper regulation of the
course to-be pursued, and if the
plan to be tried out within a month
in the school designated proves
satisfactory, systematic religious
training and instructions for Public
school children may ' become a
reality.

Under the proposed plan of oper-
ation the children will be sent for
religious instruction to the churches
or synagogues of their respective
faiths for one hour a week. Later
this may be extended to'two hours
or a longer period. It has not
been decided as yet just what day

of the week will be selected, nor has |

it been decided whether the period
set aside for such instructions will
he held after the regular classes
are dismissed. It was annotinced
however, that it is the purpose at
this time to close the regular school

sesgsions one hour earlier than usual, |

and the children, assembled accord-
ing to their faiths and under the
direction of their teachers,
taken to the centers of
instruction

It was also make known

religious instruction if

parental objection and no instrue

| tion of 4 religious nature is to be |
| given in the Public
| itself.
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in the |
practice of daily Communion until |

arrives ! It is|

n all its |
‘“He that eateth My Flesh |

him up
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to a|the meeting held last Sunday at the

TEA - COFFEE

| <
| < 34
| < 3

- ~

b ) / \
Finest Importations always in stock at lowest market prices,
Samples and quotations sent promptly upon application.
Special attention given to requirements of institutions.

Kearnev Brothers, Limites

TEA - COFFEE.
33 St. Peter Street

IMPORTERS and SPECIALISTS

Established"1874

~————m
Montreal, Que.

school ‘

will be |
religious |

that m)‘;
ympelled to attend |
there is |

school- building |

Its easy to keep enamel
glistening white this way”

~— says Mrs. Experience
who has Iong ago made

her choice in so¢ P

“My! Sunlight really is wonderful for cleaning
these bathroom fixtures. It makes them spotless and
shining in almost no time.

: ’Hl ~.~5.'l'¢‘1, of
Sunlight. Sunlight
they just rinse away.

course, is the

funl*]\ dissoly

pure, cleansing latl
and grease

dirt

“I wash the linoleum and paint

with Sunli
because it's

wWork

it :
less work the sunlight way.

“After all, you can't beat a pu
ical cleaning, sb me Sunlight and —nothing else
every fime. I \i]\\'i\' use it for the dishes because Sunlight
80 easy on the han It is made by the large
the world, Lever Bx thers Limited.”

>, honest soap for ¢
y v |
give
st soap-ma

0

Think Beyond Your
Present Position
A few

years from now! There, in-

deed, is food for serious thought.
\i]’ijvi."' — twenty years hence,
be justsal
or will \’w. occupy a |w itior

out whe ) ‘4[h\|w(}"

spon .mlrl‘ ?
Think beyond jmu
\ d pay, but don
get on witl ¢nl
i yourself )
by getting special
at will make you an ex-
mpetent to

uu:;'i?‘_,'
hy of a
given by

pondence

rse of In which there

truetion, of

re than 300,

¢t us tell vou 1 e S

0 ré: u'

v through to sue

s \\Hr out nl ligating vour r‘ m

vy, simply mark and mail this

d learn how we can be of

istance in helping
ard.

ore out 1.
ich a ,.H;Ht

write can carr

INTERNATIONAL COPHT'PONI’)I’NC!
SCHOOLS CANADIAN, LIMITED

[Wepartment 1551 0, Montreal, Canada

Tithout 0 ger o full Ine
on_abc fore which ! ‘have
l ‘X" in th

FOrRYOURTRIP
TOo ROME

OR ANY PLACE
DOMINION EXPRESS
TRAVELLERS CHEQUES

ish you with identificatio mn and
» you against the I«

Banks, Tou

sh them — Y ¢
1t Piazza S Pietro (St.
Square).
YOUR HOTEL WILL CASH THEM
Special arrangements have A
been made by our correspon-
dents in Rome to take care of
the Pilgrims. If you want
comfort—and you do—carry
Dominion Express Travellers
Cheques—they are the best
travel funds.

Tssued in denominations of $10-
$20—8$50 —$100—and $200 : and

cu»l 75¢ per $100.

fr om
th

".: \\\u\\\ \\!

'HOLY YEAR
IN ROME

adian Paciflo

"rance,

information
from | wocal Steamship Agents
J. E. PARKER
Gen. Agt. O.P.R. Bldg.
Pass, Dept Toronto

| ground. Nay more, a person who, |.\1r Lord urging us to frequent |

legitimately or not, has failed ml(‘nmmuninn; how can we remain
this duty within the »pwmﬁwi time, | cold and unmoved at such manifes-
is uhhgml under pain of sin to go | | tations of love ?

treating all the phases of our holy
faith, and written in language that
all can understand, is within easy
reach at 8 nominal price. There
are numerous Catholiec publications,
overflowing with instruction for old
and young, which can be brought
into the home at regular intervals
at little expense, There are the
gsermons of the pastors, and of mis-
gionaries who come at regular
periode, to instruct and arouse the
people. All these help wonderfully
in this direction. In the rectories,
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sacrilegious Easter duty have m" centuries, understood so well what |

satisfied the precept and are obliged | His intentions were that they
to make a good Communion a8 soon | froquontlv gathered together and
as possible. ‘preserved in the communication of |

times and in the ages immediately |
| following. Thosewholived with Him r Tices, ¢
\LOG L.R,
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