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The vast crowd whlch leked Stan-
Jay Hall on Thursday evening last

testified to the interest which“ had
peen gwakened in the subject—'‘Dan-
fel 0’Connell,” dealt with in so mas-
terly a style by the Rev. Thomas
Harty, B.D. Killarney, Ireland.
The lecturer held his ‘hearers” atten-
tion for more than an hour, ' his
mellow voice and rich brogue lend-
ing charm to an exceedingly mter.e;sb-
ing discussion on ‘the “‘liberator.’’ A
around convinced one that all
n sympathy with the speaker,
were throbbing faster
surging with more
than its wonted vigor as the elo-
quent panegyric flowed from the
tongue of the young priest, direct
from the Isle of Saints; and in their
visionary way they drank in a
preath from the soft carpeted hills,
listened again to the singing of the
birds, and livedgonce more the days
in the dear old land to which hard-
ly one would return, but who ever
retained the  largest spot in their
great hearts for the dear little is-
land, who, while persecuted, had
withstood all in defence of the faith,
and which by God’s loving. grace,
will take her place among the na-
tions. The Rev. gentleman spoke as
follows :

Bordering on the town of Cahirci-
veen, at & place called Caher, stands
an old ivy-covered ruin under the
shadow of the Kerry hills, that pos-
sesses for the sympathetic student of
Irish history ‘an interest all-absorb-
ing and unique. It was here that
Daniel O’Connell, whom the _ Irish
people have styled the ‘‘Liberator,"”
and whom the late Mr, Gladstone
has regarded as the greatest popular
agitator the world has ever seen,
was born on the 6th of August,
1775. His father, a descendant of
& once powerful clan, carried on
farming somiewhat extemsively and
was engaged in mercantile pursuits.
As was the custom in the case of
children of the Irish gentry, young
0’Connell was put out to fosterage
to the wife of his father's herd, and
when he returned home early in his
fourth year, he knew no other = lan-
guage than the Gaelic of the Kerry
Hills. Thus was O’Connell, unlike
many other . Irish leaders, pre-emi-
nently a child of the people; Twenty
miles farther south, where the Ken-
mare river joins the Atlantic, l'.pnda
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the Derrymane abbey, the real home
of the O'Connell family, Here Mau-
rice 0’Connell, the boy’ s uncle, ruled
for many years as chief of . the
0'Connell sept, and was the inheri-
tor of . whatever escaped. the confis-
cating tides of the O’ Ooxmen pa~
trimony,  Maurice !u.Ving 1o’ fami-
Iy, brought thither young Daniel it
an early age and ddopted him as
heir, Thus were the future ““Liber-
ator's’’ early days.
mative period ot his

friendly schools of the Continent at
S8t. Omer’s and Douai, France. But
the French  Revolution soon inter-
rupted his studies and on the very
day that Louis XVI. was guillotined
in Paris he quitted France. The
horrors of the French Revolution so
influenced his mina that ever after-
wards he had an unmitigated hatred
for bloodshed and revolution (ap-
plause). g

Returning to his native Kerry, he
took advantage of the Relief Bill of
1798, which admitted Catholics to
the Bar. He studied at Lincoln’s
Tnn in London, and was called to the
Irish Bar in 1798—the memorable
year of the Irish Revolution. And
in 1800 he made his first political
speech.

Now, to form an accurate idea of
the life of any public man we must
study him in the light of his sur-
roundings. We must view his acts
as forming part of the contemporary
chapter of history and we must
review the causes that influenced that
chapter. O’Connell "labored in &n
Ireland in which the rigor of the
penal days was somewhat softened ;
but in which the degradation of that
accursed code existed in all its in-
tensity. Political differences be-
tween England and Ireland had
grown at the time of the Reforma-
tion into religious differences and
bigotry and had given birth to a
system of laws which for the dual
purpose of pauperizing and degrad-
ing a people has never yet been sur-
passed. To quote the words of Ed-
mund Burke: ‘“The ingenuity of the
human intellect never succeeded in
the invention of an instrument to
disgrace a kingdom and destroy a
race more perfect than this.””

In the economy of law there was
the existence of
the Catholic, or if indeed he were to
exist it was only as a mere serf. A
Catholic couldd not vote laws could
not sit in Parliament nor serve in a
civil or miilitary capacity. He enjoy-
ed the privilege of serving the King
as a common soldier; but he could
not even become an ensign in a
marching regiment. A Catholic
could not vote, nor possess freechold
property.  He could not travel ‘a
mile without a permit from the Jus-
tice of the Peace nor quit his own
homie ' between the hours of sunset
and sunrise. 'The avennes of social
intercourse ‘were closed and the hap-
Py gathering: by the winter fireside,
where fairy tales were told and Irish
songs were sung and merry feet danc-
ed to native music were ended for a
mirth-loving and light-hearted peo-
ple,

““Yet meet him in' his cabin rude

Or dancing with his  dark-haired
Mary,
You'd swear - they knew no' other

L mood
’hm.n mirth and love in ’npparary v

recognize that we are human,  But
our greatest enemy must admit that
the Irish love art and learming (ap-
plause). History is my proof. Read
our annals; study our works of art;
listen to our music. It is a matter
of history that the Irish peasantry
in their cabins rude, by the light
of the turf fire, studied Homer, Ho-
race, the classics of Greece and Rome
side by side with the poems of Os-
sian and Keating and Owen Roe.
And there is an old saying that Ker-
ry cows know Latin (laughter). Ne-
ver did a people love learning more
for its own sake. But under the
penal code for a father to send his
gson to a Catholic teacher meant a
fine of $100 per week and the school
master who was guilty of the crime
of spreading light and learning, who
taught his peqple feloniously to
learn, was fined $25 for the first oi-
fence and forfeited his life on  the
gallows for the third, And this de-
grading system continued in all its
malignant intensity from the early
years, of the reign of Queen Eliza-
beth down to the Catholic Relief
Act of 1798:

Two events happened, however, be-
fore O’Connell’s day which to some
extent relaxed the rigor of the pe-
nal code. The first of these was the
war of England with her American

colonies. England wanted soldiers
and England’s difficulty being Ire-
land’s opportunity (applause), the

Irish Catholic was granted a paltry
concession regarding land tenure. But
again England was involved in a
deadly war with France. Her armies
needed Irish recruits and so a  bill
known in history as the Catholic
Relief Act was passed in 1798. By
this Act Catholics could vote for
miembers of Parliament and for mu-
nicipal officers. The Catholic, if he
could not sit on the Bench could
plead at the Bar, and there was also
thrown open some commissions in
the army and navy. At the end of
the 18th century a wave of liberal
thought, too, passed over Burope,
and it had some effect in softening .
the rigor of the penal system.

Such was the condition of Ireland
when O'Connell appeared in Ppublic
life. The soil was fertilized by the |
blood of the Celt. Persecution had
driven desperate men to grasp rude
weapons and rush to combat an em-
pire’s might. Revolution after ce-
volution had followed. Reaction set

in and the whole country settled
down in a lethargy that was . like
unto death. There was no public

spirit in the land. Famine and per-
secution had done its work, and the
higher faculties and the nobler in-
stincts of the people were crushed.
0’Connell, as we have seén, was
called to the Bar in 1798—the me-
morable year of the Revolution—and
if he possessed no other claim to
famie the versatile, fearless—nay al-
most magical—barrister would live
forever in the minds and hearts of
the Irish people. He brought to
grace his profession many qualities,
—legal and oratorical; unbounded re-
sourcefulness, sparkling wit, rollick-
ing humor, heartrending pathos. He
could denounce the executive, hood-
wink the jury, brow-beat the - pre-
siding judge and cover his opponent
with the choicest Billingsgate. In
his day political circumstances often
brought the Irish peasant within the
meshes of the law, and O’Connell
was pre-eminently counsel for the de-
fence. He was the people’s cham-
pion at the Bar as on the political
platform. But above all as a cross-
examiner he was relentless and un-
equalled. He knew the workings of
tham-hmhd and was (the terror of
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-on the police (laughter), 0’Connell
replied that he had no influence with
the Governmient. ‘‘Wisha, then,”’ re-
plied his friend, “If I was to kill
some persecutor of the people like a
tithe proctor or a landlord, it’s you
thht would save me from the gal-
lows lgt alone getting me into  the
pdlice#” To illustrate the use O'Con-
nell made of his humor at the Bar,

long, and then O’Connell proceeded:
‘“Now, gentlemen of the jury, if Mr.
Boyle did not assault the sheriff at
least he libeled the corporation. Find
him guilty by all means.”” It is
scarcely necessary to add that Boyle
escaped the well mérited punishment.
O’Connell’s success at the Bar was
phenomenalf Toward the end of his
legal career he was earning steadily
$40,000 a year. But he gave it all
up to serve his country. On one oc-
casion when he was taunted with be-
ing what is known in this country
as a professional politician, he re-
plied that he was entirely a disinter-
ested servant of Ireland.

‘I throw away my profession, I

cast its vast emoluments to the
winds, I shut out the vistas of its
dignities and. its honors, to em-

brace the cause of my country. And
come weal, or come woe, I have
made a choice of which I never or
shall ever repent.’”

O’Connell, as we have seen,
his first political speech in
and it was in opposition to the
Union. And from this time onward
he may be said to have been the lea-
der of the Catholic forces in Ireland.
In 1828 he succeeded after innumer-
able difficulties in founding the Ca-
tholic = Association. His task was
indeed & hard one. The people were
apathetic. The clergy were timid. The
tears shed for ‘98 were not yet dry.
However, he appealed to the masses
of his countrymen: to take heart and
unite in a brotherhood  to

made
1800

in such a way as no one but an
O*Connell could have done, By his
dogged perseverance, by his match-
less eloquence he succeeded in ap-
pealing to the instincts of freedom
which were languishing. He knew
how to touch every chord’of the Irish
heart. Never did a skilful musician
touch the various strings of his in-

Old King George was in tears lest
the Papists should burst their bonds.
Wellington dreaded a civil war. A
measure was rushed through Par-
liament and the old King gave it a
grudging signature, then dashed the
pen that wrote it upon the ground.
The Irish Catholics stood forth
emancipated. O’Connell became the
liberator of his people. 0’Connell be-
ing in London, applied to the Bar
of the House of Commons for admis-
sion to Parliament and the old oath
was handed to him. This declared
that the King of Eingland was the
head of the Church and that venera-
tion of the Virgin Mary and the sa-
crifice of the Mass were impious and
idolatrous. The Commons was
thronged for the occasion. Every
voice was hushed and every eye was
centred upon the giant proportions
of the Irish Tribune. O’Connell took
the cnrd containing the oath, read
the text carefully, and then in a loud
voice exclaimed :
an assertion as a matter of opinion
which T know to be false; I see on
it another assertion as a matter of
fact which I believe to be untrue, T
therefore refuse to take the oath.”
(Applause).

He immediately withdrew and was
elected under the new Emancipation
Bill for Clare. O'Connell entered
Parliament in 1830, and it was pre-
dicted by many that he would be a
Parliamentary failure. Circumscrib-
ed as he was by Parliamentary pro-
cedure and rules of order, he was

aille eom case 16 which  he
saved * 150 men trnn execution or
penal servitude one ot ‘the informers

htai d of their ‘grievances.
He brought the priests into the |
movement nd magde them the cap-
tains of the Association. He did not
beiitvemlymnlunuolthoup-
per classes. The ellmam of g]xm,
nﬂnom for freedom  would be irre-
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likened to a huge palm'under a glass
case. He was accustomed to ad-
dressing hundreds of thousands of
his countrymen on an Irish hillside.
Yethebeemoneolthemmpl-
fective D
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HIS GRACE AS ARBITRATOR.

—
Gives his decision in Shoe Operatives
Dispute.
Announcement has been made that
Archbishop Bruchesi, who bad been
appointed third arbitrator in the
dispute between the leather cutters

“1 see in this oath’

strument with greater success than |and the Ames Holden Company, had

I shall cite a case in point: A jour- | 0’Connell touched the Irish heart- | given his decision.

na_}ist in Cork named Foyle had fre- |gtrings. Now it was a light note| A difficulty arose some time ago
quently attacked the corporation; |of drollery or satire that vanquished | between' the leather cutters of the
but so guarded were his words that some enemy. Again it was the deep | Ames Holden Company and the mem-
he escaped legal punishment. On |note of pathos as he rehearsed the |bers of the firm over a question of
oue occasion, however, as the sherifi wrongs of Ireland. "\\'ugu\x Two arbitrators were ap-
was leaving a Cork theatre, two OI‘ The Catholic Association had re-|pointed to settle the matter; My,
his ribs were broken, and Boyle, who |solved to oppose the return to Par-{Kirvan for the firm, and Mr. Myette
was the immediate cause of the in- wlhamuxt of every supporter of the|for theé cutters. Being unable teo
jury, was prosecuted. = O’Connell ‘mmlsn\ of Wellington and Peel. Mr, ]‘M""". they  asked Archbishop Bru-
was counsel for the defense. The | { Vesey Fitzgerald, M.P. for Clare, |chesi to act as  third arbitrator,
Jjury was hostile to Boyle and sym- was appointed to the presidency of | whose decision should be final. He
pathized with the corporation. the Board of Trade and so had to |had long interviews with the other
O’Connell  began his defence in this seek re-election. The Catholic Asso-|arbitrators, in which each set forth
way : ‘““Gentlemen of the jury, as I ciation resolved to srtand by its re-|the claims and arguments of  the
have received a brief and its accom-| ) ion  and invited Major McNa-|pParties to the dispute, and he then
paniment a fee, and as I am in no mara, who lives in history as ()'l'nn-“h""" up the following judgment:
humor ta make a speech, I will tell nell’s second in the f;\(:\{ duel with| ‘‘We consider it a sacred principle
you a story. 1 was -once present at But he refused. Then it|that the workingman has a right to
the Clonmel assizes where a man was proposed  that some ('mhulicj“ fair salary.

tried for murder. Two neighbors be- should stand and show the world the | ‘‘The minimum salary asked in the
tween whom existed an old feud had !m(nlormwu of the British Parlia-| present case, $12 per weck, strikes
met at a fair and quarreled. They | {ment by being denied admittance, |US &s presenting serious inconveni-
met in the evening and quarrelled |pu+ who was to accept the proposi- |ence. Evidently it is not demanded
again, and one left for home vowing hm” 9 There was but one man i“:in an absolute manner without any
vengeance against the other. The | 1re1and equal to the occasion and |regard to the quantity of work fur-
following morning this other was Tthm was 0’'Connell.  One evening he | nished by the employe. 'The employ=-
found murdered by the wayside and | |set aside his lawyer’s gown and [ers  will therefore have to fix that
his threatener was charged with the 1%('\!!.1[ off on the historic journey to | quantity ol work, and they must ne-
murder, It seemed to be a clear Olare. Now came the day lof trial|cessarily take as a basis the list of
case of circumstantial evidence. But :[znul s KB s ot mnr\)'r;!nl;). Would |Prices in force for piece work, Buf
just before the jury retired a wit- the electors of Clare (tenants at “\lx]vpnsing the cutter cannot furnish
ness was brought into court and it | will) rise up and cast off the shack-|such quantity of work 2 The Union
was no other than the murdered les of serfdom ? You must remem-|meets the objection and replies: ‘If
man. (Laughter.) It seems that |po. that the votes of the tenants at |the company is not satisfied with the
another and entirely different per- this time were regarded as as much [ degree of skill of its men, all it has
son had been murdered. The jury, [the property of the landlord as the|to do is to put others in their place,
however, retired and soon the fore- I vent. (Laughter.) To the undying land we will undertake to find work
man returned with a verdict of guil- glory of the electors of Clare they for those discharged.’ That system
ty. rose up and cast off their bonds, And |Seems to us detrimental to both the

“Well,” said the judge, ‘‘of what O’Connell  was elected. (Applause). | workingmen ahd their employers. Tt
is he guilty ? Surely not of murder?’’ The whole country heaved and vi- [ 18 calculated to give rise to many
“No, my lord,”” said the foreman ; brated. The current of a new “h.““t-‘(‘!l!\'.'s‘i()ll.‘i and discontents,
:'!,.n, if he did not murder the man, passed over the land. The very sol-| ‘‘The most rational  and equitable
%, he stole me gray mare three diers themselves cheered for O'Con-|fvStem  to remumnerate those work-
years ago.’’ nell. The tide was running high, |[men as they should, consists, in our
The Cork jury laughed loud and

opinion, in paying them so much a
piece, according to a scale of prices
accepted by both parties. Such a
scale may be discussed and made the
subject of an arbitration; but once
it is adopted, all difficulties disap-
pear and all future conflict is avoid-
ed.

“The cutters who with their em-
ployers chose us as arbitrators are
in no way opposed to that system.
On the contrary, they approve it and
like it as well as ab engagement by
the day with a minimum salary.

‘“The men raise the objection, how-
ever, that the work in the “Ames-

Holden Company is more difficult
than in  other factories and takes
more time. This has been recogniz-

ed by the firm, who have written to
say that they would pay an addi-
tional . 20 cents per case of sixty
pairs in connection with special or
combination work,

‘““Under the circumstances, we do
not believe a better arrangement
than that can be arrived at. Con-
sequently, in order to put an end to
the dispute, considering the objec-
tions to which the minimum salary
gives rise and the difficulties that it
would bring on, and wishing o ren-
der justice to the workingmen as
perfectly as possible, we rule that, ﬁlo
method of paying the leather cughr.
adopted by the firm of Ames-Ho|
shall be maintained, but with cer
tain modifications as regards
prices, given, namely: The sel
according to which the weekly s
will be fixed must he‘um“"
force to-dhy in other shoe
of l(ontml for goods of
grade as those of ggid




