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rHfi IRISH MARTYRS
eArehtSîshop Walsh talks mpon 

the Proceedings Touching 
Their Canonization.

His Grace the Archbishop of Dub­
lin makes the following interesting 
Statement relating to the canoniza­
tion of the Irish martyrs:

His Grace says the proceedings 
now in progress in the Diocesan 
Court are, in their present stage, 
strictly private. But. he added, there 
is no secret as to the nature of the 
procedure, or, in fact, as to anything 
but the evidence that is being given 
from day, to day. In such cases as 
those thaVare being dealt with, the 
evidence is, of course, historical evi­
dence. It is the business of the Pos- 
tulator, as he is technically designat­
ed—the priest who is acting, let us 
say, as solicitor in the case—it is
his business to bring forward each 
case, to make that case good by 
sufficient historical proof. He has to 
adduce proof that in the particular 
case, all those conditions are fulfilled 
which, according to the teaching of 
theologians, are required to make it 
a case of martyrdom in the strict 
sense of the word. He names the 
persons whom he considers to bo suf­
ficiently informed as to the history 
of the time in question to give such 
evidence. He presents them to me 
for examination,—as many persons
as he wishes to present. But he 
must stand or fall by what is elicit­
ed from them in the course of ex­
amination and cross-examination in 
the Diocesan Court. He is not pré­
sent. Moreover, he can know noth­
ing of how his witnesses have fared. 
Each witness submitted by him for 
examination is forbidden under the 
most solemn religious obligation to 
communicate either with him or 
with anyone else outside the Court 
as to the evidence that has been giv­
en. We are all under the same obli­
gation. You can see that our ec­
clesiastical procedure in this matter 
Is by no means calculated to help 
the making up or the propping up of 
a weak case. Everything, in fact, 
is done in this respect to make the 
success of even the strongest case 
as difficult as possible. As to the 
evidence that is being given or has 
been given, the most absolute secre­
cy must be observed, at all events 
until the diocesan “process,” as It is 
called, that is the diocesan inquiry, 
is definitely ^closed.

’At this point the interviewer in­
quired as to the admission of adverse 
evidence.

You must understand, said His 
Grace, the nature of the proceeding 
that is at present in progress. It is 
only a preliminary proceeding. You 
know what the function of a grand 
Jury in the criminal procedure of this 
country is. The grand jurors assem­
ble. The depositions of the wit­
nesses that are to be brought forward 
at the trial in proof of the guilt of 
the accused are submitted for inves­
tigation. It is, we may say, a one­
sided proceeding. If the evidence 
submitted to the grand jury is of 
such a character that, unless broken 
down by cross-examination, or other­
wise neutralized or overturned at the 
trial/ it would establish «the guilt of 
the accused, then it is the duty of 
the grand jury to find a “true bill,” 
that is to say, they must send the 
accused to trial. They have nothing 
whatever to do with what witnesses 
may be available for the defence.

So, in the same way, in a case of 
canonization, the diocesan court has 
nothing to do with anything that 
can be put forward unfavorable to 
the canonization.

That, said the Archbishop, is not 
a quite accurate way of putting it. 
It is true that we have not to bring 
up adverse witnesses. But througfh-i 
out the proceedings there is an ec­
clesiastical official present whose 
duty it is—and he is sworn to dis­
charge that duty most strictly—to 
cross-examine, as far as may be need­
ed, every one who comes to give tes­
timony before us. Moreover, that 
every witness examined is bound him­
self to state anything that may have, 
come to his knowledge regarding 
each case, whether it goes to estab­
lish the case of martyrdom or to 
weaken or disprove it. But, up to 
a point, there is a parallel between 
our procedure and that of the grand 
jury room.

There the accused has no opportu­
nity of making his defence. His wit­
nesses are not brought forward. To 
that extent the cases are parallel. 
For, to that extent, the proceedings 
in, both cases are one-sided. But in 
the preliminary proceedings in a ca­
nonization case, the one-sided evi­
dence is subjected to cross-examina­
tion and is sifted in every possible 
way by an official advocate of, the 
other side—the “devil's advocate,” 
.*• he is popularly designated.

Then there is such an official in the 
diocesan court as well as at Rome ?

Certainly, and If the smallest iota 
of the proceedings were to take 
place whilst he was not present, the 
whole thing would be invalid. In 
connection with this I may say to 
you that our proceedings have to be 
conducted, from beginning to end, 
under penalty of absolute nullity, 
with a rigorous observance, not only 
of substantial forms, but even of 
what may seem to be merely techni­
cal requirements, that is unknown in 
the procedure of the civil courts of 
this, or probably of any other, coun­
try.

In answer to a question as to whe­
ther the secrecy of the proceedings 
covered the names of the martyrs, 
or the number of cases that are be­
ing inquired into, the Archbishop 
answered that as J.o this there is no 
secret whatever. Here His Grace re­
ferred to a printed paper. Last year, 
he said, I wrote a paper in explana­
tion of most of what you are now 
anxious to get information about. 
It was published in the “Irish Ec­
clesiastical Record” for January, 
1903. But, naturally, the Record is. 
read by but few amongst the laity.

Were the individual cases mention­
ed in the published paper ?

Yes; that is, I published a list of 
about 250 or 300 cases, which at 
that time it was proposed to deal 
with. All the names were given 
with, in almost every case, the date 
of the martyrdom—or as I should ra­
ther say, to speak with rigorous ac­
curacy, the date, in each case, of th» 
death that took place in circumstan­
ces which, it was claimed, constitut­
ed a case of martyrdom.

Those all came from the time of 
persecution under Henry VIII. and 
Elizabeth ?

The Cromwellian persecution, ans­
wered the Archbishop, claimed many 
victims. There are others, too, of 
later date. The list includes persons,
I may say, of every class and of 
every rank of life—clergy and laity; 
bishops and priests; the clergy, se­
cular and regular; men and women; 
some of noble birth and high station; 
others of the humbler social grades. 
The list that I speak of is the one that 
was published in January, 1903. Sev­
eral names were subsequently struck 
out. Others were added. The list 
was allowed to stand for a full year 
in the provisional form, so that any 
one specially interested could have 

opportunity of bringing forward 
for inquiry any case that was not 
inserted in it. As a matter of fadt, 

substantial number of additional 
cases were thus brought forward, 
and they have been included in the 
list that is now before the diocesan 
court. I may say also that the list 
includes names from all parts of Ire­
land-North, South. East, and West 
—Armagh, Dublin, Cashel, Tuam, 
Cork, Drogheda, Lnmerick, Derry, 
and so on. In some cases the vic­
tims of persecutions suffered death in 
Dublin, as. for instance, Dermot 
O'Hurley, the Archbishop of Cashel, 
and -the Franciscan, Cornelius O’Dev-, 
any, Bishop of Down and Connor. In 
such cases my ordinary diocesan ju­
risdiction sufficed, though, of course, it 
could be held by the Bishop of the 
diocese to which the person for whom 
the title of martyr is claimed belong­
ed. But, as a matter of fact, to 
simplify matters, I have proceeded at 
the individual diocese in Ireland. It 
may be of interest to add, as illus­
trating the general character of the 
list, that the names placed in what 
is known as the “title” of the case 
are the following: Dermot O’Hurley, 
Archbishop of Cashel; Cornelius 
O'Devany, Bishop of Down and Con­
nor; Maurice Kenraghty. a secular 
priest of the diocese of Limerick; 
Arthur l^aeOeoghegan, a priest of
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the Dominican Order: and Sir John 
Burke or Be" Burgo, of Brittas.

Is not the case of Oliver Plunkett 
one of the most prominent ?

In answer to this question, the 
Archbishop said that, as a matter of 
course, he was not at .liberty to ex­
press any opinion as to the strength 
or weakness of any of the cases with 
which he had judicially or officially 
to deal. But, he said, as you have 
mentioned the case of Oliver Plun­
kett, I may explain to you that his 
case is not before us at all. This is 
a matter of procedure. T explained it 
fully in my paper in the Record.

But, as Your Grace has said, the 
Record is not much read by the 
laity, and, naturally the Catholic 
laity of the country are deeply inter­
ested in the matter ?

Well, said the Archbishop, I will 
explain it to you for their benefit, 
but it is not easy to do this briefly. 
In cases of martyrdom, a diocesan 
inquiry has first to be held. When 
that is closed, an official transcript 
of the record of the rroc'edinrs is 
sent on to the Holy See. Then a 
long and most searching examina­
tion of the evidence that has been

practically spend their lives in work 
of this particular kind. If they are 
not satisfied, everything falls to the 
ground. Thus there is, let us say, 
a second grand jury in the case. If 
they are satisfied, and their report 
is upheld by the Holy See, a further 
proceeding is then entered upon. 
This is called the “apostolic” pro­
cess, because it is conducted by the 
Holy See, or by direction of the 
Holy See, and under its authority. 
The proceedings in the first instance 
before the diocesan court constitute 
what is known as the “diocesan” or 
“ordinary” process. It is so called 
because it is conducted by the bishop 
or “ordinary” of the diocese, con­
ducted by him personally or by his 
direction and authority. What I am 
engaged in is, of course, the “ordin­
ary” process. Now, in Oliver Plun­
kett’s case the “ordinary” process 
was gone through and completed 
many years ago.

That was not in Dublin ?
No, nor in Ireland. Oliver Plun­

kett was put to death at Tyburn, in 
London. Hence in that case, it was 
competent for the Archbishop of 
Westminster to hold the “ordinary” 
process. The case was dealt with in 
common with those of the English 
martyrs, properly so called. That was 
in Cardinal Manning’s time, in 18.74. 
Between 500 and 600 cases were 
taken in hand then, About 200 of 
these were put aside, at least tem­
porarily, at the first inquiry in Lon­
don. The number sent on to Rome 
was about 350. In 1886, the re­
sult of the official proceedings in 
Rome was made known; 261 cases 
were declared to have passed satis­
factorily so far, and Cardinal Man­
ning received authority to conduct 
the “apostolic” inquiry in all those 
cases. I am not in a position to 
state in what precise stage those 
cases, or any of them, now stand. 
Some years ago, the Holy See sanc­
tioned the separation of the case of 
Oliver Plunkett from the others, with

view to having that case dealt 
with, as was natural, in his own dio­
cese. The “apostolic” process, then, 
in Oliver Plunkett’s case is to be 
dealt with, not in London, but in 
Armagh. It took twelve yéara, then 
—that is, from 1874 to 1886—to get 
that case brought up to the point at 
which the holding of the “apostolic” 
process was possible. As such mat- 
tors go, that was considered expedi­
tious. So you can see that we are 
a long way off from the “apostolic” 
process in the hundreds of cases that

have been put in charge of, and 
that are being dealt with now.

But, said our representative, it is 
understood that good progress has 
been made ?

We have, at all events, replied the 
Archbishop, been working very hard. 
The great burden of the work has 
had to be borne by my excellent 
officials in the tribunal. 'With myself, 
it was little more than giving the 
necessary time to it, presiding at 
the various sessions. There have been 
over sixty of these, and many of the 
sessions were considerably jM-olongcd. 
All the evidence has to be taken 
down word for word. This must be 
done in longhand. Otherwise, of 
course, there could not be the same 
evidence of the fidelity of the trans­
cript when the papers are subjected 
to a critical examination, perhaps 
many years afterwards, in Rome. Be­
sides, the evidence of each witness 
has to he read over for him and then 
attested by his signature. An enorm­
ous mass of evidence from printed 
books and manuscripts has been put 
in. the greater part of it transcribed, 
with, of course, the requisite attes­
tation of the accuracy of the trans­
cripts. from the originals In various 
libraries and collections in various 
continental countries as well as at 
home in Ireland. Then, in addition 
1o the sixty sessions that we have 
held in Dublin, twelve sessions have 
been held in Sydney for the purpose 
of taking, by commission, the evi­
dence of His Eminence Cardinal Mo-

always taken a special interest in the 
case of the Irish martyrs ?

Yes, said the Archbishop, and it is 
not too much to say that if it were 
not for Cardinal Moran’s untiring 
zeal in the matter, the present pro­
ceedings would, in all probability, 
never have been set on foot at all, 
at least not in our time. As I point­
ed out in my paper in the Record, 
this, in a sense, may be said to be 
the work of Cardinal Moran’s life. It 
was with this view that he began, 
even in the days of his early priest­
hood, to search through the stores 
of original manuscript materials, con- 
tempi atory letters, and other docu­
ments. and so forth, that have been 
preserved in such abundance in the 
'arious archives and collections in 
Rome. The date of his first published 
volume—the first edition of his Life 
of Oliver Plunkett—is 1861, over
forty years ago. From then until 
now he has kept on, publishing vol­
ume after volume, and new edition 
after new edition, always increasing 
our stores of information, and al­
ways, I venture to say, with the one 
great object of facilitating, and has­
tening on, the canonization of those 
whom the Holy See may find worthy 
of being canonized as having died for 
the faith in the days of persecution 
in Ireland. He has now crowned all 
his labors by giving evidence for­
mally before the Commission which 
it was my duty to appoint, with, of 
course, His Eminence’s sanction, to 
take his evidence In Sydney.

collected takes place at Rome. This ran.
is conducted by trained officials who ‘ Cardinal Moran, I understand, has

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
lit ENGLAND.

The Biehops Find the Lately En­
acted Education Law Is Not 

Fairly Administered.

At a meeting of the Archbishops 
and Bishops of England last week, 
important resolutions were adopt­
ed in reference to the position of 
Catholic education under the new 
system established by the Act of 
1902. The Bishops were agreed that 
in giving their general approval to 
the bill which afterwards became the 
Education Act of 1902, they did so 
with the expectation that such Act 
would be honestly and honorably car­
ried into execution. In too many 
instances, however, the local autho­
rities had proved themselves hostile 
and vexatious in carrying into effect 
the provisions of the Act. The Bi­
shops, therefore, might justly re­
consider their attitude with regard 
to this Act unless it were proved 
that it were possible to administer 
it without injury' to the rights of 
Catholics. Nevertheless, recognizing 
that it witukl be impossible at pre­
sent to ask for fresh legislation of the 
Acts of 1902 and 1908, they agreed 
to urge on managers the necessity of 
thoroughly studying the provisions 
ot these Acts and of safeguarding 
the rights conceded by them of the 
non-provided schools. The Bishops 
were of opinion that nothing should 
be permitted in the administration 
of the Education Acts which would 
tend to weaken the religious educa­
tion of the country, and therefore 
that all education authorities should 
do all in their power to facilitate in 
the schools such religious education 
as parents desire for their children. 
On this account managers of Catho­
lic schools should insist that no less 
than sixty minutes a day should be 
assigned to religious instruction in 
order to ensure the reasonable facili­
ties to which they were entitled for 
that purpose. All Catholic schools 
should be closed for the whole day 
on such other occasions os have been 
customary for religious observances.
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Smith Bros.1 Granite Co
The following was clipped from the 

“ Granite," Boston, Mass. :
“ Illustrated in the advertisement of 

K. L. Smith & Co., Barre, Vt., on an­
other page, is practically their complete 
plant, with the exception of their der­
ricks. This Company was the first of 
the quarry owners to use compressed 
air for operating rock drills, and also 
the first to take up the plug drill. We 
can say, without exaggeration, that this 
concern has the best equipped granite 
buarry in the country.”

THE SMITH NroS. GRANITE CO 
890 Bleury street, are the eole repre­
sentatives of these famous quarries 
In Canada. The granite le princi­
pally used for the finest class of 
monumental work.
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established 1868. -Rev. Birwter 
Rev. Father McPhail; President n‘ 
Gallery, M.P.; Ben.. J. F. '
625 St. Dominique street; M. 
Ryan, treasurer, is 8t. Auguztm 

etreet. Marta ,, th. second Sue- 
day of every month. In St. Aea'e 
Hall, corner Young and Ottawa 
•treats, at 8.80 p.m.

ST. ANN'S YOUNO MEN'S SOME. 
TY. organized 1888,-Meete In 
hall, 167 Ottawa street, on the 
first Sunday of each month, u 
9.86 p.m. Spiritual Adviser, Rev. 
E. Strubbe. C.8S.R.J President! 
P. Keaehan; Treasurer, Thome» 
O'Connell; Rec.-Sec., Robt. J. H«t,
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OOOOA AMD CHOCOLATE.

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH 
96.—(Organized 18th November, 
1878.—Branch 26 meets at at, 
Patrick's Hall. 99 St. Alexiaie 
St., en every Monday ol each 
month. The regular meetings lev 
the transaction of business ar, 
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondye. 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual 
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan- 
cellor, P. J. Darcy; President, W, 
F. Wall; Recording Secretary, P. 0. 
McDomagh, 189 Visitation etreet; 
Financial Secretary, J as. J. Co. 
tiffen, 825 St. Urbain street; Tree, 
surer; J. H. Kelly; Medical Adviser. 
Dre. H. J. Hand eon, E. J. O'Con­
nor and O, H. Merrill.
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Benefit Association 
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Organised at Niagara Falls, N.Y., July a» 

1876. Incorporated by Special Act of tbe 
New York State Legislature, June 9, 1879. 

Membership 63,000 and increasing rapidly 
More than $13,000,000 paid in 
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•LftOO So* ra"-» M*reh >• 1®04. over 

The C. M. B. A. is Sanctioned by Pope 
Piux X, and Approved by Cardinals, 
Bishops and Priests, several of whom are 
Officers.
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THE ROSARY IN IRISH.

"Apart from the extent to which 
Irish Is being introduced into the 
schools of the country of all grades," 
says the Dublin Weekly Freeman, 
"there is nothing which affords so

much encouragement to the Gaelic 
Leaguer as the increasing use of 
Irish in religious ceremonies. For the 
past couple of years the Rosary hat 
been recited regularly in Irish in 
some of the Dublin churches, and 
every day now we hear of sermons 
being preached regularly iu Irish­
speaking districts. On Sunday the 
sermon in connection with the cere­
monies in honor of St. Finnbnrr at 
Gougane Barra was in Irish, and was 
preached by the Rev. Dr. O’Daly, 
who has been officiating for some 
time past in Gougane. Dr. O'Daly, 
when he came to Ireland a couple of 
years ago, knew practically no Irish. 
Now he has a wonderful command of 
the language, derived largely through 
his scientific study of its sounds. 
His lecture on Irish Phonetics, which 
formed an important part of the 
course of instruction at the Munster 
Training College this year, will be 
published shortly."
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