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RETIMINARY to the annual

public meeting was held on

Monday night in Olympia,
Northumberland - Road, Newcastle.
The local Catholics have taken very
deep interest in the Conference.

The address of His Emincnce Uar-
dinal Vaughan was the principal i.cu-
ture of the meeting. As it \cals with
several questions which are attract-
ing a great deal of attention, not
alone in Great Britain and Ireland,
but also in this country, we dec.a it
of importance to give, in full, the
report. of the admirable and timely
deliverance of His Eniinence.

ST. EDMUND'S RELICS. — In
opening His Eminence said :— You
have heard of St. Edmund t{he Mar-
tyr and King of East Anglia, and of
the controversy that has ariscn as
to his relics. I am going to make a
very,open confession to you. Having
built a cathedral, the thought and
desire occurred to me of enriching it
with the relics of St. Edmund, the
King, which the tradition of Tuul-
ouse said were held as a  precious
treasure in the Church of St. Sor-
nin. I was the more ready to give
credence to this tradition, as in a
Jearned life of the saint, published a
few years ago in Londen, -careful ex-
amination was made into the [oul-
ouse tradition, and ended by treat-
ing its claim to the possession of
the relics as practically proved. No
critic or student, so far as *I was
aware, came forward to question the
L) ess  of Father Mackinlay's
conclusion. To me, who am, 1 regret
to say, entirely without experience
in studies of historical research, the
matter seemed to be certain. I there-
fore petitioned the Holy Father to
obtain this treasure for the Cathe-
dral of Westminster. And His Holi-
ness, desiring to gratify the Catho-
lics of England, and believing that
Englishmen in general = would be
pleased to see the remains of a Sax-
on King brought back to England,
obtained for us from the Archbishop
of Toulouse what we all believed to
be the bomes of St. 'Edmund, the.
King. Shortly after their arrival in
England two learned authorities, Dr.
James, of. Cambridge, and Dr. Bigg,
of Oxford, wrote letters to ‘‘The
Times’’"calling in question their au-
thenticity. They did not seem to be
absolutely conclusive; but upon the
suggestion of the Bishop of Clifton
and of Abbot Gasquet and others I
determined to submit the whole
question to experts in England and
France, so that we may by means of
their researches clear up the diffi-
culties and turn a pious belief into

ive certainty one way or the

This seemed to me to be all

the more necessary, as Abbot Gas-
quet Had written to inform me that
he had himself made a slip some
years ago by inadvertently saying
that the.arm of St. Edmund had
been carried in procession in the fif-
teenth century, whereas he had just
found that it should have been the
arm of St. Botulph. But last Thurs-
day Sir Ernest Clarke published the
report of what appears to be an ex-
hausted and careful examination in-
to the question of -the authenticity
of the relics, so that the committee
of experts I have referred to will
have their task, I should think, very
much lightened if they do.not = find
that it has been already accomplish-
ed. I  confess that Sir Ernest
Clarke’s evidence seems to me, who
However very far from being an

Verw,

the faithful wunless they have at
some time been authenticated or
recognized by the bishop of the dio-
cese, But authentication of this kind
does not absolutely guarantee that
they are genuine. It is a matter of
evidence which is always open to ex-
perts. Relics known with certainty
to be spurious may never be recog-
nized or used as authentic.

I remember that a few years agoa
dealer in reliquaries in Rome palmed
off upon several bishops and' others
relics that he said had ' come from
suppressed churches in Ttaly, and he
attached to them forged certificates
of authentication. As soon as this
was found out a circular was issued
by order of the Holy See to all bish-
ops commanding the possessors of
all such relics to give them up or
to destroy them. 8. But, it will be
further asked, Is not great irrever-
ence committed by honoring false re-
lics. To this the answer is yes; if
you are absolutely certain that the
relics are false. - But if you are not
certain, if you simply accept the
tradition that they are actually or
probably genuine, there is no irre-
verence. The veneration shown to re-
lics, pictures, and crucifixes is, as
the Catechism teaches, only relative
—the honor and veneration are in-
tended for the person represented,
and in the case of the saints the
honor paid to them is always in-
tended ultimately for God, “‘mirabil-
is Deus in Sanctis suis.’”’ Take a
domestic example, If you possessed
a locket of what purported to be the
hair of your mother you would ven-
erate and wear it out of . love ' for
your mother, and you would - not

throw it away unless you became .

convinced that it was not her hair,
but that of some one else. It is thus
that we deal with the relics of the
sdints—our love and veneration are
for the person of the saint, an thuey
are to this extent personal — that
if we should vererate a spurious re-
lic in the belief that it were genuine,
the veneration, 'being relative and
personal, would certainly not rest in
the inanimate relic or picture, but
simply in the person whose memory
we have in our mind.

FRENCH EMIGRANT CLERGY.—
Just a word on another topic. I do
not. as a rule notice anonymous at-
tacks. Bad enough to be a target,
but far worse to have to reply to
every shot. A statement from a Lon-
don paper has been running through
the provincial press to the effect

I have deliberately outraged
public feeling by inviting to England
certain French religious, some of
whose confreres have made them-
selves particularly obnoxious by
their constant attacks upon this
«count, The fact is that upon the
passing of the iniquitous law against
the religious congregations I gave a
general invitation to any religious
who might wish to come to my dio-
cese until they could return to
France. Among those who applied
were three or four fathers, some of
whose confreres do not love Eng-
land. My invitation being general, 1
was not, and am not, going to make
distinctions. None will come who do
not intend to obey the laws and fol-
low my direction. And if there be
any who have not been sufficiently
enlightened to appreciate this coun-
try while living in' France they are
the very people who had best come
and make our acquaintance. This is
the surest way to change their views.
But while England boasts of her
generous hospitality to every kind
of refugee, I shall. certainly offer
whatever hospitality 1 can to the
men and women who have suffered
for Christ’s sake. T am too broad an
Englishman to know any other pol-
icy.
R —
OUR NAME AND TITLE.— It ix

ry—strange as it may be to

of the ho 5 Catho-

‘80—to vindicate to ourselves the|and

olic, Anglo-Catholic, and even Pro-
testant-Catholic, ete. Or it is put
in another way— Catholicity is the
sphere or circle, and the prefixes to
‘“Catholic’’ denote the various sec-
tions of the circle~the Roman Cath-
olic section, the Anglo-Catholic sec-
tion, the Greco-Catholic section of
Catholicity or of the Catholic
Church. These various contradictory
and mutually destructive species or
sections make up the Catholic
Church. We are therefore not to be
called by our simple and primitive
title, ‘‘Catholi but by the name
‘““‘Roman Catholic,” as signifying the
Particular species, or section of thes
circle, to which we belong. - Thousé
who argue thus call us intruders and
schismatics in this country. We are
an Italian mission, a Roman inva-
sion—people out of their proper
place; we are of foreign make and
texture; an un-English and inferior
brand, which must be labelled “ilo-
man,”’ in-arder to prevent mistakes,
and'to distinguish us from the o

iginal Catholic article :nd from
every other. TFhey will, therefore,
never, if they can hélp it, speak of
us as Catholics, but always as Ro-
man Catholics—Catholics 2longing
to some place abroad, with u double

foreign —allegiance,

he meaning that we give to the
term ““Roman Catholic,”” and that
we accept, is very different. Just as
in the beginning Christians took af-
ter a time the name of Catholics
signifying universal—i.e., one eve
where, and iv Church
in their first creed to be the Holy
Catholic Church, so, on the pressure
of heresy, the Nicene Creed, in order
to exclude the pretension of e
other religion to be that of Chrigt,
drew out the idea of unity which
I\vns inherent in the word Catholie,
j and defined the Holy Catholic Chureh
to be as essentially and exclusively
one as she was essentially and ex-
clusively Catholic. The Nicone ¥
thers added no doctrine to that 1
ly contained in the Apostles' (‘reed;
they only expressed more fully what
was already there. We therefore lwld
that the religion institut by Christ
is Catholic, that is, univdrsal or

and the sawme everywh G
is consequently not divisible
into different species, or capable of
being cut into sections different in
texture and-make from each other.
A Catholicity divided into a num-
ber of contradictory Catholicities is
a contradiction in terms, and is in
reality nonsense. With us the prefix
“Roman” is not restrictive to a spe-
cies or a section, but simply declar-
atory of Catholic. It -explains the
meaning of Catholic applied to the
religion of Christ, and asserts its
(unity. Put it another way. The
word ‘‘Roman’’ bears the same rela-
tion to ‘‘Catholic”’ that the centre
bears to the sphere or circle. All the
radii of a circle rest in theijr com-
mon cenitre. The whole circumference
is thus brought into unity with its
centre. This is to be Catholic. ‘‘Ro-
man’’ as prefix to ‘‘Catholic’’ s
therefore declaratory that the cen-
tral point of Catholicity is Roman~
the Roman See of Peter. As Christ
built His Church upon Peter and his
successors in the Roman See, and as
every other Church, according to St.
Cyprian, must everywhere conform
to the teaching of the Roman Church
and be united in communion with it,
S0 it follows that Rome is the cen-
tre of the Catholic religion. A circle
has but one centre, not many. Ybdu
cannot have Rome, Constantinople,
Moscow, Canterbury, and New York
centres of the one holy Catholic
Church. There can be but one Cen-
tre.

The Cutholic Church in England
has been Roman from the beginning.
Bede, the father of English history,
says that the whole Church recog-
nizes the Roman See as its mother
and its head; that the Roman was
the Catholic and Apostdlic Church ;

that no one seéparating - himself
from. this Church can be absolved
ins or can hope to enter

Not to be prolix on  this

% 1t l,l}the thirteenth

€hurch to insert the word Roman
: & note of the Church in her
ereeds, in condemnation of the here-
8y that has distorted the meaning of
the note Catholic, She has already

Jdnserted it in the Profession of Faith

made by converts. It also appears in
the Schema of the Dogmatic Consti-
tution of the Church, prepared for
‘the Vatican Council, and is adopted
by miany of the best modern theolo-
gians, as a mark of the Christian
Church. Nor can I doubt but that
it has been by a singular Providence
of God that the Catholic Church is
defined, by the English Legislature,
and by the instinct of the Protestant
Anglo-Saxon race, to be the ** Ro-
man Catholic Church.” '‘Prater in-
tentionem,’’ perhaps they could not
have used words more accurate had
they previously sought the direction
of the Apostolic See itself.

I have pointed out that two mean-
ings are given to the term Roman
Catholic—a false and a true one. I
would now say to you all, use the
term Roman Catholic. Claim it, de-
tend it, be proud of it—but in the
true and Catholic sense. As the Afri-
can  Fathers wrote some fourteen
cent@ries ago, to be Roman is to be
Cat/ i and to be Catholic is . to
be Roman. But I would also say :
‘“Like your English forefathers and
your brethren on the continent, call
yourself habitually—and especially
whell the word Roman is misunder-
stood—simply Catholics, members of
the tholic Church.” ** “The name
of the Catholic Church (says St.
Augustine in the Yourth century)
keeps me in the Church— a name
which in the midst of so many here-
sies, this Church alone, not without
cause, so held p ign of, that,
though all heretics would gladly call
themselves Cathol yvet to the in-
quiry of any stranger, ‘Where do the
Catholics meet?” no heretic would
dare to point ‘to his own place of
worship.”” I therefore &ay: TLet
others call themselves, let {hem call
us, what th please. What they
think and their affair. But let
us assert equal liberty for oursely
and call ourselve “Romah Catho-
lics,” or simply ‘‘Catholics, just as
we plea for both mean the same
thing. Alw 3 as p ** Catho-
lic Church,’” address vour lett to
the ““Catholic Preshy 7,"" speak of
the ““Catholic priest, (
Bishop.”’ Stand on the old way, hold
to the old name; eve /body under-
stands it. Why use two words where
one will do? In dedications, present-
ations. and addr of a formal
and ceromonious nd, call yourselves
Cath 8 or Roman Catholies,
whichever you please. if you
use the latter term, let it be seen
that you use it in the Catholic and
true sense, and that you have not
chosen a word of double meaning,
for the purpose of equivocation. In-
deed, it is important in this country
that we should call oursel ‘“‘Cath-
"’ rather than “Roman Catho-

because a false meaning is
more often attached to the latter
term than to the former. Should any

object to your use of the name
St a sign that the

assert you right

to call yourself what you like. Of
course for legal purposes, and to se-
cure to ourselves a distinctive ap-
pellation, which no one else will
dare to appropriate, the term Roman
Oatholic is perfect. It is theologi-
cally correct and absolutely exclu-

oli

AND DECLARATION —In
depling with this important matver
His Eminenee gave exp
some spirited remarks. e

Let me say at once that I entirely
and frankly accept the decision of
the country that the King must be
a Protestant. They believe that this
s/ in some way bound up with the
welfare of the empire. Without going
this length, I am convinced that in
the present condition of the English
people, haunted as they are Ry fears
and suspicions, it is expedient that
the King should be of the religion of
the overwhelming majority. Besides,
the King being, in virtue of royal
supremacy, head of the State church;
it is impossible that he should be
other than a Protestant. Caholics
have no difficulty in paying most
loyal allegiance to a Protéstant
Sovereign. In this, they seem to- be
of more liberal and confiding temper
than those who would refuse allegi-
ance to a King unless he professed
their ereed. -

The lic has no difficulty be-
cause . ives his allegiance and his
life, ‘w! needed, primarily to the

| Civil Power ordained of’ God. 'The

Sow

1901.

ance to our interests and to those
of reéligion, to excite in us an in-
tense desire to have a Catholic king.
Though even the end could never,
even remotely, justify the means
suggested. But how do matters real-
ly stand? We have a constitutional
Monarch, who is ubject to the laws,
and in pra bound to follow the
advice of his Ministers. A Catholic
king, under present circum: ances,
would be a cause of weakness, of
perpetual difficulty, and of untold

3 We are far better off as we
are. OQur dangers and grievances, our
hope: nd our happine: lie in the

1g of the Constitution—not in
the favor or Power of the person of
any Sovereign.

THE REAL ISSU -It is the Par-
liament, the Hous of Commons,
that we must conver -or, at least,

ve ain within the influence
nity. For well-being
country lvation of
its people depend, ¢ all  other
human things, upon the view that
the House of Commons can be got to
take of its duty—to respect and obey
the law of Ch . What we want is
to get the > of Commons to
maintain the Christian laws of mar-
riage as the basis of society, and to
Secure to parents and their children
a true and proper liberty in the mat-
ter of Christian education And in
all this remember well that the
House of Commons depends not up-
on the King, w * his religion,
but upon ourse The people of
this country must work out their
own salvation. And here let me point
out to you, i , that the next
may settle for
the position of Christianity in
country. Secondary and middle
ss education will be thrown into
the melting pot. In the process of
the devolution of educational au-
thority upon county councils Chris-
tianity will run the risk of losing
rights which it seems to have al
ired under the working of
ation Department. The ad-
option of a single clause or principle
will have far reaching and most Vi-
tal results. The ill be another
educational struggle, Struggles  will
be inevitable until the Ch ian
cause, which is becoming more and
more openly the cause of the maj
ity, has permanentl, triumphed. The
measures in next session will not be
fi . They will be stages on the
y Lo a great national 'stem  in
which we may hope that Christian
schools will no longer be penalized
as at present—no longer reduced to
the condition of ch-mmm_\'mll‘y insti-
tutions and stricken with inferiority
caused by poverty and st ation,
while Board schools, forbidden the
use of any Christi atechism, riot
in the poss ery education-
al advantage that can be bought by
money. Legislation assuring equal
educational rights to all elementary
and secondar chools, equal expend-
iture of publl money, in Christian
and Board schools, would be the
work of a distinctly Christian Par-
liament. It is upon such questions
as this that we must concentrate at-
tention. A word of advice: While
Catholics are split up into several
political parties they are weak. But
when we all unite upon some great
Christian object, such as cducation,
we become strong and formidable,
And if we then enter into a prudent
alliance with others, who are work-
ing towards the same end, we shall
be wise; for then victory in the long
run is ured. The history of the
) has given ample
proof of this. Let us n  hands,
then, in the campaign t L i8 before
us = with all who are like-minded ;
with members of the Church of Eng-
land, who have now abandoned the
theo that their schools must he
supp: ed on the alms of the rich,
and with the mambers of every other
denomination that has stomach to
fight a battle for placing Christian
schools on a par as to maintenance
with Board schools.

KING'S OATH AGAIN.— Pardon
this digression : 1 return to the sub-
Ject before us—the King’s Declara-
tion and Oath.

And first of all, observe this : it is
not the King who is responsible for
the drafting or the retention of this
detestable Declaration. It fs the
Ministry, the Legislature, the Con-
stitution that are responsible for
its retention, and for forcing its ac-
ceptance upon the Sovereign. The
gravamen, therefore, lies against the
State, not against the person of the
King, o

Some  surprise  was  expressed
abroad at the Catholic Hierarchy
jand the Catholics of this country
having presented an address of alle-
giance to a King who had repeated
he words of that Declaration. But
three things have to be

that' those wo)

by ev
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RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN FRANC

In view of the present exodus of
religious orders from France we.will
reproduce some of the statements
made by such well known igen as
Pere Bailly, of the Assumptionists,
and others, both of the Benedictines
and the Oblates

‘I am aware, said Pere Bailly,
‘“that certain orders are of opinion
that they ought to ask for author-
ization. I do not believe that they
will derive the slightest advantage
by doing so, being, on the contrary,
convinced that they will soon repent
of it. The it Government will
be sure e the first occasion
that offers for finding them in de-
fault and, then, farewell fine pro-
mises. The persecution will be cou-
tinued with all the greater violence
for being less straightfafward., As
for oursclves, we no longer exist
here, but many of us will, neverthe-
less, remain in France, while others
will go to Belgium and Englan
Belgium we have united two hou

continued
Bailly, ‘‘that we have definite

cepted Cardinal Vaughan'’s offer
confide a London parish to .our
charge and that we have decided to
reate another parish—this one out-
de London Pere Bailly predicted
that towards the expiration of the
legal delay the Government will re-
ceive numerous applications from
communities whose attitude has hi-
therto been one of hesitation.
“But,”” he added, ‘‘where the Minis-
deceiv itself is in supposing
ion will be absolute and
that the congregations in their obe-
dience to the Government may dig-
obey Rome. You mag be sure that
they will not apply for authorization
if the procedure obliges them to be-

» schismatics,”’

Benedictine Father when about
to leave Paris for England made the
following statement; ‘‘All the Ber
dictines of » are either makin
their prepa i for departure or
have alreadv left. They are the De-
nedictines of Liguge, of St. Anne, of
touen, of W St. Magdalen,
of Marseil [ S f sur-Loire,

2 last will go
to the Isle of Wight. At the expira-
tion of thé delay there will not be
in F 1ce a single Benedictine. They
will go for the mo part to E
land, whitheg they have been called
by the Prior of Farnborough, Very
Rev. Fernand Cabrol. The Ben
tines need not trouble themselves
about the Government’s autho
tion. They have not, like the Trap-
pists and i agricultural
and indu i 8 in France
If the sts and Carthusians
ask for authorization 1 believe the
will easily obtain it. But our situa~
tion is very different. Our patrimony
is entirely intellectual, and science
% our fieid.’

The Order of the Oblates of Mary
Immaculate, which largely en-
gaged in foreign missionar worl
especially in Africa, will apply for
authorization, and will without
doubt obtain it. One of the
gious, in the course of a
tion, makes the follow
ing remat
South Africa: “The Transvaal war
has not put a stop to our work. Our
Fathers have become military chap-
laing both on the side of the Eng-
lish and of the Boers. It is only
during the last five or six Years
that we have been able to live on’
good terms with the Boers, who, be-
ing at first fanatical Protestants,
rendered our mission difficult. But
when they perceived the good result
of our propaganda, when—especially
after the declaration of war — they
were able to appreciate our services,
their attitude towards us was pro-
foundly changed, Thus, when the
Boers drove the English missionar-
ies out of Pretoria, our house, whose
Superior is an Irishman, was un-
molested in their capital.’’

LATE PRESIDENT'S ESTA

In view of the exaggerated reports -
of the amount of the insurance pol-
icies on President McKinley’s life
an authoritative statement nas.
made a few days ago by one of'
late President’s friends in Ni
¢ity. He said : “It fan’t id«%p;;,\
to mention my name, but all of re-
sident McKinley’s friends in  Wa

 ington will understand who i§ sp
‘ing, The exact amount of F

McKinley's policiea is $67,0(
not e “m e. Of this




